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Introduction


			1. Says the LORD, “I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people: and they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.”1


			2. It is crucial that the one professing faith in the Christ of God know the voice and covenant of God attached to the doctrine of His Son. From the moment the blood of this Christ met the air, a new government of personal religion came into existence for the one believing on “the LORD God of the Hebrews,”2 for it says, “He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second.”3 The first covenant was that bond made between the LORD and the literal nation of Israel, for Moses said, “The LORD made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us.”4 This covenant found no place, or had no involvement, with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, for to them rested their own covenant, even “the covenant which he made with Abraham,”5 which covenant “was confirmed before of God in Christ.”6


			3. The LORD swore by Himself repeatedly; “because he could swear by no greater, he sware by himself”;7 that the covenant that governed the nation of Israel would not last for ever. He blatantly confessed, concerning the will that He had established in Abraham’s name, “My name shall be great among the Gentiles,”8 and, “In the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people, there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living God. Then shall the children of Judah and the children of Israel be gathered together, and appoint themselves one head.”9 His “Christ is the head of the church,”10 even as it is written, “I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd.”11 Thus, for this cause it is written, “The Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them.”12


			4. The Lamb in the midst of the LORD’s throne should move the mind to remember what Christ said: “Ye believe in God, believe also in me.”13 The throne of the Lamb and of the Spirit is “the throne of grace.”14 “The kingdom of Christ and of God”15 is that word and instruction of the Lamb found at “the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.”16 This is why the apostle counsels, “Our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son.”17 Thus, the Lamb in the midst of the LORD’s throne fulfills the saying, “We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”18 And so the inquiring mind must ask, “An advocate for what?” And upon asking such a thing, the answer is given, “Repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ,”19 that “we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection.”20


			5. Due to religious error against the name of the LORD God, humanity needed a sacrifice for the wall that man’s obstinacy had willingly erected between their spirit and the LORD’s. Because of the strange taint born within Adam, man is naturally “fallen and dead”21 within the moral and mental realms of their existence. Before knowledge of religious error entered into the atmosphere of the soul, the immutable laws of God were written upon the heart of Eden’s host, but spiritual negligence caused a break from the mind of God to occur in His thinking and feeling creation, which break we have inherited from our first parents. The soul needs to intelligently understand from whence it is fallen that it may stimulate the spirit to give life to the heart, and it is from the instruction of the Faith of Jesus that every heart is to be made warm for the conscious reception of their character defects, that in rightly observing self, they may observe that which is without corruption through the lens of the LORD’s doctrine of love and godliness. It is for this reason that the law of the Lamb and the ten laws of the throne of the Majesty cannot, and should not be separated, from our personal religion.


			6. Remember how the LORD Himself has said, “I will put My laws in their mind,”22 for the inquiring one must ask, “What laws?” Says Scripture, “With the mind I myself serve the law of God.”23 Again the Spirit says, “I will write my laws on their heart,”24 and again it must be asked, “What laws are to be written on the heart?” Says Scripture, “Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith,”25 and, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom.”26 It is plain to see that the heart of the spirit of the mind is to hold both the Ten Commandments of God and the law of His Son’s name. Thus, “by the law of faith,”27 the humble believer, by an experimental faith in “the law of Christ,”28 will confess, “I delight in the law of God after the inward man.”29 The true and honest servant of God’s Man will “be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man,”30 for as Scripture says, “Thou desirest truth in the inward parts,”31 it is to be understood that the “wisdom” spoken of is specific, for “wisdom strengtheneth the wise.”32


			7. This is why the active believer should know that “through knowledge shall the just be delivered.”33 By way of “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ,”34 the believer is to receive within himself or herself the precepts of the Spirit’s wisdom from actively carrying out His instruction by faith. It is through Spirit’s doctrine that the heart will sorrow after a godly manner, and as it realizes that it is indeed a violator of the commandments of God, the eye and hand of faith will boldly extended to the hand of His High Priest for knowledge of forgiveness to receive the righteousness of His God. The soul needs to understand the intimate and personal reason behind its aching heart, for its void is caused by a separation from the knowledge and intention of the living God, and if that heart is without right consolation, being left to its self, it will feign a form of comfort that is most injurious to both self and to others. It is the law of the Faith of Christ that is to bring the heart to acknowledge its emptiness, for by acknowledging this will, the heart will be given health to daily maintain and advance an honest conversation with self and God’s voice.


			8. This is the new covenant of God that is under the supervision of His Son’s intercession and His Spirit’s name. That old covenant “sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh,”35 yet that new covenant ratified by faith on the virtue of the blood of God’s Man is ordained to “purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God.”36 The covenant that ultimately mattered to the LORD was that promise conferred to Abraham’s person for his faithfulness, thus “the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham.”37 That blessed to Abraham’s name was that promise to fulfill the Spirit’s will and doctrine in the believer by an experimental faith on the Father’s commandment, and that blessed of Aaron by the law of Moses was a figurative representation of what should become of the believer after faith’s exercise had seized their heart and mind. Thus it is written, “Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness,”38 and this is written that every believer might hear, “We through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.”39


			9. It is through “his righteousness”; the righteousness of His Christ; “for the remission of sins that are past,”40 that humanity receives a second probation to uphold every divine and holy commandment of heaven “through the forbearance of God.”41 The first covenant was without the Spirit and righteousness of God “with all spiritual blessings,”42 but gave righteousness through that “which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them.”43 These things were “a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience,”44 yet now, with His Christ being head over “a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant”45 to “purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God.”46


			10. The believer must now know that full contact with the LORD’s Spirit through the law of His doctrine means a fresh opportunity to be “written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart.”47 The old and tangible religion is passed away. That done within the flesh by fear of routine or tradition or superstition is of no weight or value any longer. The reformer declares, “I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son,”48 “for we know that the law is spiritual,”49 and that the LORD has now made it a point for every believer to “be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.”50 It is the living God’s wisdom and knowledge; obtained from obeying the voice of the Faith of His Spirit; that will secure a rescuing of our spiritual understanding from corrupt manners. The power of the gospel is to fulfill the word, “He shall redeem their soul from deceit and violence,”51 for it is the soul and spirit that is to be regenerated for the final gathering when “the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father.”52


			11. This is why the one who allows himself or herself to feel after the LORD’s Son should not disconnect their mind from personal communion with His Spirit. “Your love in the Spirit”53 only increases through “fellowship of the Spirit,”54 which fellowship is “the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost,”55 and this love and communion resulting in the bestowal of “the grace of the Lord.”56 It is for this reason that we should always remember the counsel, “Come now, and let us reason together,”57 and, “His delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night,”58 and, “Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”59


			12. From “the Spirit of grace”60 comes “the grace of life,”61 and because “the Spirit is life because of righteousness,”62 out of this same Spirit pours “abundance of grace,”63 which is “the gift of righteousness.”64 This is how the Spirit will fulfill the promise, “All will know Me,”65 for with the power of His grace joined to our confidence in the virtue of His sacrifice, every man or woman, girl or boy, who applies themselves to the Spirit’s commandment of life and godliness will be created into a new creature. This living creature of the Spirit is His product by way of faithful observance and application given to the precepts of His doctrine, for the laws of our High Priest rest both in the heart and mind of such individuals strengthened by knowledge of His mediation’s new covenant promise.


			13. This is why the LORD anciently said, “Let there be light,”66 for as creation is representative of “the beginning of the gospel”67 on the dreary surface of the heart, so too “God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”68 Paul is connecting the creation of the world to the renewing of the heart, for he heard by Christ Himself the vocation given him in relation to this praise, which phrase is as He says, “To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.”69 God’s Priest would have every spirit sanctified, or purified, by that will and doctrine of His LORD’s Spirit, for the believer is to be “sanctified by God the Father,”70 and “being sanctified by the Holy Ghost,”71 is to receive grace and showers of mercies to aid in the conversion of their inward person to reverence His Ten Commandments.


			









1


			The Word Of Reconciliation


			1. The counsel of our Father is, “This is my beloved Son: hear him.”72 The covenant of old simply said, “Obey my voice,”73 and now the new covenant ratified by His Son continues the trend, saying, “Hear the voice of the Son of God.”74 Of old, it was that “from his right hand went a fiery law for them,”75 and similarly it would be accomplished again, for this same God prophesied, “A law shall proceed from me,”76 for which cause His Christ says, “I proceeded forth and came from God.”77 “I came down from heaven,”78 says God’s Man, for as the LORD did anciently send His throne’s Standard by His own hand, so again in like manner He sent His Son’s name for a law and covenant to establish His throne’s new will. What our Father hoped to accomplish by the hand of Moses He will accomplish by the hand of His current High Priest, for as the Father operated of old with man by that earthly tabernacle, so too His Christ is now ordained to commune with man by that heavenly Sanctuary.


			2. After His Christ should “receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing,”79 and after the Father should have “put all things under his feet...to be head over all things to the church,”80 then said the Father to His Son, “Thy throne, O God,”81 for remember, “he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name,”82 being now “an high priest over the house of God.”83 God’s spiritual Israel will hear and consent to His voice, and He today speaks through the name of His High Priest, for Christ said, “Heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me.”84 Who sent this Christ? Scripture teaches, “Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit.”85 This Christ was “declared to be the Son of God with power,”86 for God “anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power.”87 It was the power of the LORD His Father that lifted up Christ on earth and even resurrected Him from the dead, therefore the reformer “should believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead.”88


			3. “The Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead”89 is given when there is a personal acknowledgement of the Sprit’s voice of instruction. “All men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father,”90 therefore He says, “Hear the voice of the Son of God,”91 and, “Heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me.”92 Because the believer is counseled to now turn the eye of their faith to the Spirit’s doctrine, Scripture counsels, “Walk, even as he walked,”93 and Christ declares, “As the Father gave me commandment, even so I do.”94 Paul once wrote, “They walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel,”95 for the believer is to order their conversation after the Spirit’s counsel and doctrine as Christ does in the presence of the LORD His God, which is why He says, “If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love.”96 Moses therefore told the truth when he said, “Him shall ye hear in all things,”97 for Christ says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.”98


			4. No longer can the believer come to God by the manners of the flesh; “having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?”99 It is for this reason that our Priest says, “No man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”100 For as through Christ’s proverb we now commune with the living God, it must also be heard, “God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.”101 “These things I say, that ye might be saved,”102 says our salvation’s Captain; that is, “that ye might have life”;103 for we are to confidently pray, “Deliver me from every evil work.”104 All that is in and of the Father is transferred to His Son’s intercession “in the fullness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ.”105 God’s Christ is “the mediator of the new covenant,”106 “he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises,”107 for it is yet His purpose to “bring us to God,”108 to the end we may know the benefit of confidence in His name, “being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.”109


			5. The voice of our Father does not compel self-obedience to the Ten Commandments within the believer, but rather God has currently spoken by the law of His Son to those who would be faithful to obey them by faith according to the aim of His sacrifice. For this cause His Son says, “Every one which seeth Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life,”110 or, “Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life,”111 for the end of our Priest’s name love towards His LORD and Father’s voice, “and this is love, that we walk after his commandments.”112  To see and believe is to eat and drink, and both similarly result in an abundance of life. The flesh of Christ is as He says, “My flesh is meat,”113 and the meat of Christ is as He says, “The bread that I will give is my flesh,”114 and as for bread and meat, we read, “They continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking bread,”115 and, “Breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat.”116 They that eat the doctrine of Christ and drink His blood; “for the life of the flesh is in the blood”117 and gives power to the experience; will hear, “He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him,”118 for then “God dwelleth in him, and he in God.”119


			6. God in the faithful is Christ in the believer, “and we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us,”120 for in the voice of Christ is eternal life, and “God hath given to us eternal life.”121 To “be filled with all the fullness of God”122 is to “be filled with the Spirit,”123 and “hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.”124 We do know that “the Spirit is truth”125 and that “the Spirit is life,”126 for it is that from receiving and exercising faith on the Spirit’s commandment; which commandment is “the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation”;127 and obeying those commandments of justification to obtain newness of heart and mind, the Spirit of Christ will be delivered to purify the soul temple to procure wisdom to the spirit after obeying those precepts. The Spirit is life for the reformer because His Faith leads into the science of heaven’s righteousness, for the LORD testifies, “My righteousness shall not be abolished.”128 This is how we may know that creative redemption’s doctrine is the praise of the Spirit’s name and power for every active believer, for by heaven’s new covenant Faith, every student of the Spirit’s higher education sings, “All thy commandments are righteousness.”129


			7. Christ says, “As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me.”130 As Christ lived on this earth under the wings of His Father’s Spirit, so the Christian reformer is to live under the wings of the LORD’s Priest not to unlawfully work the image of the Father, but by the aid of the same Spirit through the same commandment that strengthened the spirit of our High Priest, we are “to be conformed to the image of his Son”131 to honor the image of the Father through a faith sanctified by a tried love in hope of His intercession. Christ says, “I am in the Father,”132 and the hope of the believer is, “Ye in me, and I in you,”133 for as Christ is in the Father, so too the believer should also rest in the same Father if they are in His Christ’s Faith, and for this cause it is said, “Our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son,”134 and, “We also joy in God through our Lord Jesus.”135 The Holy Ghost is given of God to them that obey His voice of counsel,136 that is, to them that obey the voice of His saying, which judgment is the present covenant of reconciliation to retain His moral image. Thus, as this Christ lived by His Father, so too the believer must maintain their conversation by the doctrine that shaped His peculiar stature; this is why it says, “If the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit.”137


			8. Christ is that Priest and Officer of the new covenant over the LORD’s heavenly House, and being equal in name with His God, He is the Physician of the deranged character of the human form. He does currently stand before the ark of His LORD’s testament, even the ark that is in heaven, which ark Moses reproduced on earth as a copy of what exists above the earth. The ark on earth held the Ten Commandments and that in heaven does hold the same; yet now those precepts are under jurisdiction of a new covenant will, for the old was maintained on earth while the new is translated to heaven. The knowledge of God’s Son is the true foundation of the new covenant promise, and is also the eternal life for what is inside of that ark. “Hear Him,” says His Father, because the voice of Christ is the only voice to hear concerning redemption, justification, sanctification, regeneration, reform, and righteousness, which voice of old God illustrated through the book of the law, the book of the old covenant. Christ stands before the Ten Commandments as Priest over the Ten Commandments and Lord over the law of inward deliverance. His faith entails both the Law of God and the law of the Faith of His Spirit.


			9. As Christ lived by His Father, so too the Christian is to hear every word of His doctrine to have in them His testimony and His Father’s name. “The name of God and his doctrine”138 are born by the obedient, for “here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.”139 Only by faith in the blessings of the new covenant may the believer progress to “the stature of the fullness of Christ,”140 because by obedience to His instruction, the reformer is to receive “his Spirit in the inner man,”141 to the end that the character of God would be perfected in their heart. Therefore, it has happened that the LORD sent out a law to the earth, called, “The law of Christ,”142 and by this judgment we know why it says, “Thy law is the truth,”143 for it says, “The truth is in Jesus,”144 that is, the truth is magnified by “the doctrine of Christ.”145


			10. “The truth of God”146 is hidden within “the faith of God”147 revealing the hope of the image of God through “the knowledge of the Son of God.”148 This knowledge is that revelation of God called, “The gospel of Christ,”149 and “it is the power of God”150 revealing “the righteousness of God,”151 to the end that by the revelation of Jesus’ name, the believer would turn to worship “the Creator, who is blessed for ever,”152 that is, “The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed for evermore.”153 It is for this cause that the believer does “joy in God through our Lord”;154 as it says, “Alive unto God through Jesus”;155 for “we have peace with God through our Lord,”156 meaning, the believer is filled with “peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost,”157 to know and love the name of the living God. And besides the reception of the Holy Ghost by our faith on the virtue of the sacrifice of His Christ, there is a reception of rest, even as it is said, “We which have believed do enter into rest.”158 If the truth of God is the revelation of the name and glory of His Spirit, then it is a fact that the revelation of the power of God is found memorialized “in a certain place of the seventh day on this wise.”159


			11. The professed believer of Christ should not be void of the “seal of the righteousness of the faith.”160 Christ says, “I am come in my Father’s name,”161 and, “I have declared unto them thy name,”162 and, “I love the Father,”163 which is why He says, “Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me.”164 Because he believed God, Abraham “received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith,”165 and it is an example for those who should believe on Christ’s law of regeneration in this age, for Christ has said of His faithful, “I will write upon him the name of my God,”166 which is “his Father’s name written in their foreheads.”167 It is because the name of the Father needs to be sealed within the believer that the Holy Ghost is given through Christ’s Faith. Therefore, by our faithful exercise in the commandment of His mediation, we now “rejoice in the hope of the glory of God,”168 for by this commandment we are heirs; by our tried faith; of the Spirit’s benevolence, even as Abraham who was called to be the heir of the world, that “through the righteousness of faith”169 we should “believe on him that raised up our Lord.”170


			12. In the beginning it is said, “God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it,”171 and, “The LORD God commanded the man”172 after He “took the man, and put him into the garden.”173 Since the beginning, His Sabbath has been joined to a covenant and specific commandments of that covenant, and it is yet no different at this time. In every dispensation, the LORD has provided His chosen with His Sabbath and covenant for the time in which they live, along with commandments advancing obedience to that Sabbath law, and currently the Spirit counsels, “Keep my commandments.”174 After there is belief on His Son’s voice, and after strength is found in God’s promise, it will be heard of God, “I sware unto thee, and entered into covenant with thee”;175 “then washed I thee with water...and put a jewel on thy forehead, and earrings in thine ears.”176


			13. If any one is without His Father, our Priest says, “My word hath no place in you,”177 and, “Ye have not his word abiding in you”;178 “ye have not the love of God in you.”179 The voice of God’s Son is the Father’s manner of love, for through Christ “was manifested the love of God toward us,”180 in that “he loved us”181 “when we were enemies,”182 “and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”183 If the believer “dwelleth in love”;184 that is, in “the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man”;185 “we know that he abideth in us,”186 and that we rest in Him “by the Spirit which he hath given us.”187 That which is our aid for mental and moral recovery is our consistent faith in the Faith consecrated through the mediation of God’s Man, even that law of “the victory through our Lord Jesus,”188 for the believer is to hear the voice of the Son of God and obey the doctrine of Christ that they may retain the name and Spirit of the Father for sanctification. Our compliance with this sanctification is the means whereby we may love the name of the LORD His God, which name is expressed by the law of His seventh-day Sabbath, “for this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments.”189


			14. By the blessings of the new covenant, the believer is to serve the LORD God by His Faith. There can be no true worship of the Father without reverence to that which declares the name and power of God, which is why the Spirit counsels, “Fear God, and give glory to him...that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters,”190 for it is known, “In six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.”191 That which declares the authority of God regulates the commandments of God, and the fourth commandment is that precept which maintains life and reconciliation in the Faith of salvation’s science.


			









2


			The Song Of Our Confidence


			1. Says the Spirit, “This is my beloved Son: hear him,”192 for His Christ says, “He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me,”193 that is, “The Father which sent me.”194


			2. The counsel of the Father is to hear the will of His Son whom He has anointed Priest and Savior of His intention. Thus, it is well to remember how His Christ says, “He gave me commandment, what I should say,”195 for His Father, concerning Him, prophesied of old, “I have put my spirit upon him”196 “and the isles shall wait for his law.”197 Herein the Spirit makes mention of “the law of Christ”198 for obedience towards the ten laws of the Father’s throne. It was because “they would not walk in his ways, neither were they obedient unto his law,”199 that the Father declared, “Sing unto the LORD a new song,”200 and, “Give glory unto the LORD,”201 for the Father would send forth a proper commandment to know Him by, which is why His Christ says, “He that seeth me seeth him that sent me.”202


			3. This is why our Father said to His Christ, “I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people.”203 “This before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. This Jesus hath God raised up”204 “who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty.”205 Christ being by the throne of the Father means that He is joined to Him “that created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it,”206 for which cause the saying should not be forgotten, “He had rested from all his work which God created and made.”207 Now “God, who created all things by Jesus Christ,”208 He is that LORD who blessed and sanctified His Sabbath, for it says, “He had rested” from that “which God created and made.” As His Angel created and made, it was the Spirit of the Father that brought all things to be, for “through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God,”209 and that without creation’s Spirit there “was not anything made that was made.”210


			4. The Father blessed His Sabbath as the true Memorial of His name, therefore through His Spirit He declared, “Let them give glory unto the LORD,”211 that is, Let all remain “subject to the law of God,”212 “obedient unto his law,”213 for it says, “Fear God, and give glory to him.”214 He that brought all things to be by the power of His voice said to His Son, “I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand”;215 for it says, “All thy commandments are righteousness,”216 and, “My righteousness shall not be abolished”;217 therefore said the Father, “A sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.”218 The voice of God is regulated by the voice of His Son through the reign of His Son’s priesthood. To believe on the Son is to trust on the Father’s name, and if there is communion with the Father’s Faith, then we know that we do have “the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father.”219 So then “hear what the Spirit saith,”220 for “God is a Spirit,”221 and the words of Christ are that “which God gave unto him.”222 For this cause we know that it is the Father who says, “Wait for his law,”223 for then we shall know the laws of the Father’s throne, to love them.


			5. The Father promises to hold the hand of His Christ, which is why His Man says, “And am set down with my Father in his throne.”224 The throne of the Son, “by reason of the glory that excelleth,”225 magnifies the throne of His Father. Again, concerning the Father honoring His own name by His Son’s ministry, “There came a voice from heaven, saying, I have”;226 for Christ had before said, “Father, glorify thy name”;227 “and will glorify it again,”228 continued His Father. The name of the Father was to be glorified a second time, which is why He said, “A law shall proceed from me,”229 and why Christ says, “He gave me a commandment,”230 because “whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.”231 Thus, the Spirit that speaks to the churches is of God the Father, for in every right church, the Father and the Son are to hold authority, and the Father is to receive praise by the name of His Son, as it says, “Unto him be glory in the church by Christ.”232 Every faithful church is bound to the LORD by that new song of hope and perfection to be sung, for the Father states, “The former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare,”233 therefore He did “magnify the law,”234 that is, the voice of Him who was to proceed from His Spirit, for it says, “Thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.”235


			6. Says the Father, “Sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine,”236 that is, “Announce to the House, ‘Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood.’”237 This is the Spirit’s doctrine, for it is that Christ says, “He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me,”238 and, “I am come in my Father’s name.”239


			7. The true worshipper will serve the Father due to the revelation made known of Him to their conscience by their personal examination of the knowledge and doctrine of His Son. The name of God cannot be reached but through the will of His Son and Sprit. It is the word of His patience, or rather, the word of the labor and works of His Christ, that is to magnify the Father’s name, that is to bring the believer to hear and obey the counsel, “Fear God, and keep his commandments.”240


			8. Christ says, “If I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me,”241 yet said this same Jesus, “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him,”242 and “this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive.”243 From “believing ye might have life through his name,”244 for “the Spirit is life,”245 and to them “that believe on the name of the Son of God,”246 “know that ye have eternal life,”247 for the Father promised, “Israel shall be saved in the LORD with an everlasting salvation.”248 “This life is in his Son,”249 and the fullness of the Godhead that is in His name is transferred by faith on His voice to the believer, seeing as how “he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.”250 For this cause the Scripture says, “Let him trust in the name of the LORD, and stay upon his God,”251 for it should be that “we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ.”252


			9. Christ says to His faithful, “I will write upon him the name of my God,”253 because He had once said, “I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.”254 The name of His God is that “seal of the righteousness of the faith,”255 that blessed Memorial of His LORD instituted at the beginning of creation for a witness to His righteousness, and as the Father said, “Hear Him,” and as to the Son He said, “Your throne O God,”256 it is that now, through the law of His Son’s mediation, God has given to every believer a continual season of blessing for inward health. If we actively believe on the virtue of the merits of His Christ, we are believers on the Spirit’s Faith, and in so doing we are in fellowship with Him that is true and faithful to receive the end of that confidence, for “it pleased the Father that in him should all fullness dwell.”257


			10. God has made “a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us”258 to joy in His name, for He promised, “This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel.”259 Concerning the house of Israel, we know how it is said, “O house of Israel: bless the LORD, O house of Aaron.”260 For it was “that another priest should rise after the order of Melchis’edec, and not be called after the order of Aaron,”261 because to God “after the similitude of Melchis’edec there ariseth another priest...after the power of an endless life.”262 The LORD’s new covenant is made with the house of Aaron; that is, the “church of the firstborn”263 within “the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem”;264 because the LORD had said, “I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David a prince among them.”265 Through Christ, worship to the Father is had by the Faith on the Father’s will, for the Father gives life and newness to the believer for the purpose of a healthy personal and devotional conversation, even as it says, “Sanctified by the Holy Ghost.”266


			11. But, says the Godhead, “Who hath believed our report?”267 Before He said, “I will not leave you comfortless,”268 is it not Him that said, “I, even I, am he that comforteth you,”269 and, “The LORD hath comforteth his people, and will have mercy on the afflicted”?270 “According to his mercy he saved us,”271 says the apostle, but before that, He had said, “With great mercies will I gather thee,”272 which is why it is said, “By the mercies of God...be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.”273 As the believer advances from “obeying the truth through the Spirit,”274 it was previously ordained that by His mercies they should “be renewed in knowledge,”275 “created in righteousness and true holiness”276 “after the image of him that created him,”277 for He said, “Everyone that is called by my name...I have created him...I have formed him; yea, I have made him.”278 For this cause, our Father counsels, “I am the LORD, your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your King,”279 which is why it is purposed of His Spirit for the Christian “to be conformed to the image of his Son.”280


			12. “To them that are sanctified by God the Father”;281 that is, “sanctified by the Holy Ghost”;282 “and preserved in Jesus Christ”;283 that is, “sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus”;284 these are they whom the Spirit has created for Himself. The Father said of His Son, “He shall bring forth judgment unto truth,”285 and we do know how it is said, “Thy law is the truth,”286 for from out of the LORD’s character shines the revelation of Christ, because “the truth is in Jesus.”287 Thus, “Ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God,”288 confirms the apostle, therefore Christ counsels, “Let thine eyes observe my ways,”289 and, “Keep my commandments, and live; and my law as the apple of thine eye.”290 The Faith of Jesus is that knowledge to awaken the heart to hear God’s Priest confess, “I love the Father.”291 For this cause, the LORD and Father of this Christ “hath translated us into the kingdom of his Son”292 that it should be fulfilled, “Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples.”293 Thus, because He through His Spirit spoke beforehand of that law and doctrine that should produce newness of spirit by faith on its operation, “truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son.”294
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			The Arm Of Assurance


			1. “Hear ye him,”295 says the Father of His Son, for it was spoken of old, “Him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you.”296 Thus, the Father declared, “A law shall proceed from me,”297 and by this law, “They shall sanctify my name, and sanctify the Holy One of Jacob,”298 says the Spirit. For this cause the Father says, “Wait for his law,”299 that is, the law of Him that should proceed from Him, for He that came from the Spirit said, “I proceeded forth and came from God,”300 therefore the Scripture says, “Fulfill the law of Christ.”301 It is for this reason that the Spirit counsels, “Hear the law of the LORD,”302 and, “Hear my voice,”303 because it says, “His arm shall rule for him,”304 and, “On mine arm shall they trust,”305 for it is written, “The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand.”306


			2. Every thing concerning the LORD’s name is now in the possession of this law of His Spirit, for the law that was given of God for man is now “a covenant of the people.”307 This is why, to know Him, the LORD established a judgment for us to learn of and do, saying, in reference to the commandment of His Son’s mediation, “The isles shall wait for his law,”308 that is, “I will give to Jerusalem one that bringeth good tidings.”309 This is why His Son says, “The LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings,”310 and again in another place, “He hath anointed me to preach the gospel.”311 There was to be a second charge of God encouraging obedience to the first; a second pledge of another commandment for them that would obey the Ten Commandments; a new covenant and decree for devotion; and this law was to be obeyed by all desiring to love the LORD. Through this law that was to be contained within the name of His High Priest; as it says, “A man shall be as an hiding place”;312 the saying was to be confirmed, “Thou shalt rejoice in the LORD, and shalt glory in the Holy One of Israel.”313 For our consolation, the Spirit moved John to observe the assembly honoring the Father through the name of His Son, to the end that we might receive courage to elevate our faith’s activity on that name’s order. This vision states: “Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.”314


			3. Christ came to this earth for two reason, and He says, “The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up”;315 “lo, I come to do thy will,”316 and, “That he might deliver us from this present evil world,”317 “Christ died for our sins,”318 for the Father made a promise by Him, saying, “I will remember their sins no more.”319 Again, the Father, concerning His new covenant will, said, “I will be merciful to their unrighteousness,”320 therefore in the confidence of Christ, the reformer may say, “Be merciful unto me: heal my soul”;321 “so shall I keep the testimony of thy mouth,”322 and, “The law of thy mouth is better unto me than thousands of gold and silver.”323 Therefore, “to the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them,”324 for the Father has said, “Hear him”;325 that is, hear “the record that God gave of his Son”;326 because “he that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true.”327


			4. The law of Christ joins the believer to God by their faith in His mediation’s operation, that by obeying the Faith of His Spirit, the Spirit of His intercession may fashion their conversation after the likeness of His Son’s. This is why it is written, “Hear the law of the LORD,”328 because from this law comes a judgment for the deliverance of the soul and spirit, as it says, “I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law.”329 That which proceeds from God is the word of Christ, which is the present voice of God for our conformity to His kind will, thus fulfilling the Scripture, “A king shall reign in righteousness.”330 Through this will the Father promised, “My people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation...in quiet resting places,”331 therefore He says to “the deaf that have ears,”332 “Look upon Zion...thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty...thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation.”333 The believer is taken by the Father through their spirit into the heavenly reign of His Son, and by an exercised faith on the commandment of His Spirit is “come unto mount Si’on, and unto the city of the living God,”334 “the city of our solemnities.”335


			5. The law of Christ came through the LORD’s ten immutable laws, and it is this Faith that the believer is to hear, dress, and keep. The kingdom of Christ holds the ministration of righteousness for the active believer, for the mind of God has set the constitution of the faithful “above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God,”336 for it is purposed that “there the glorious LORD will be unto us a place of broad rivers and streams.”337 As Scripture declares God’s Christ “on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty,”338 so this Man is ever connected to the name of His Father, even as it says, “Bless the LORD your God for ever and ever: and blessed be thy glorious name.”339 This is why He says, “I and my Father are one.”340


			6. This Christ did not cancel the authority of the name and power of the LORD His Father; which name and honor is revealed in the fourth commandment of His Sabbath; but rather He further magnified and hallowed that name, shedding light on its immutability. He Himself says of Himself, “I am come in my Father’s name,”341 therefore God the Father has given all things concerning His name into the hands of His High Priest that by faith on this law of His Spirit, the doctrine of the Christ of God would bring all honest men and women to His throne to love His name by honoring the virtue of His Son, even as His Son says, “He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me.”342 “On mine arm shall they trust,”343 says the Father, for He did not plainly say, “On Me they will trust,” but rather, “His arm shall rule for him,”344 and concerning this arm, we know that it works for the good of the LORD’s name, ensuring His host that He will be like “as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.”345 That of old was a “shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ,”346 for we should know “that Rock was Christ.”347


			7. That which came of God is the foundation of the Faith that is to lead back to God, because Christ came to exalt the name of His Father and to establish a better way to reverence Him, for which cause the Father promised, “I will do a new thing...I will make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert.”348 In Christ, the Father promised, “I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing,”349 because He said of this law, “I have put my spirit upon him.”350 This He said “in hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began,”351 which is why through Abraham he said, “I will bless them that bless thee,”352 which promise was truly spoken of in confidence of the good to come by exercising faith on heaven’s will. By training the heart through Abraham’s peculiar brand of faith and determination, “the blessing of Abraham might come”353 from obeying the voice of Christ; that is, “the promise of the Spirit through faith”;354 for by the power and wisdom of the Spirit, the believer is to be saved, delivered, recovered in heart and mind by “the renewing of the Holy Ghost,”355 meaning that through faith, the inward person is “sanctified by God the Father,”356 that is, “sanctified by the Holy Ghost.”357 The doctrine of Christ is to deliver the believer into the hands of the Father for purification, for the mind is to be delivered from slavery to self and the religious world, for “he will deliver it; and passing over he will preserve it.”358


			8. The inward parts of the heart are to be preserved by the Father and kept hidden from harm when nourished by the knowledge of His Son. The charge from out of the mouth of God’s Spirit demands reverence to “the law of faith”359 and to “the law of the Spirit of life.”360 It is the doctrine of Christ that teaches, “I am the LORD that doth sanctify you,”361 for if it is the Father that does sanctify, and if there is a profession of Christ, wherefore is there justification in removing the heart from hearing the name and foundation of that sanctification? He of whom there is a profession of faith in God says with His Christ, “I love the Father,”362 and the Father has commanded every willing soul to hear the depth of His Son’s tone, for He says, “Whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him.”363 Thus, in response to this, what did His Son say? “Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me,”364 He prays, for the glorious name of the LORD His Father is wrapped within “the glorious gospel of the blessed God.”365 It is for this reason that Christ says, “Keep My commandments. Even as I have heard and have obeyed My Father, hear Me as I have heard and obeyed Him. For if any man will love Me, he will keep My words.”366


			9. The Spirit of the Father brings the believer into the kingdom and reign of His Son, for as He does sit on the right hand of the Father’s throne, this Man rules His own throne for the praise of His Father’s, even the “throne of grace.”367 Therefore “the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts,”368 for the Father says of His Son, “He shall be a priest upon his throne.”369 The Father has given us heaven’s Faith and knowledge as an unbreakable and unchangeable golden rope of love and hope leading to Him, which is why He, concerning the commandment of His Son’s intercession, counsels, “Wait for his law,”370 that we may be obedient to the ten laws of His throne for the good of self, and of one another.
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			His Blessed Mercy


			1. Says the Spirit, “And you, being dead in your sins, and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses.”371


			2. What a blessed revelation of the mercy of God! His ways are beyond finite comprehension and His gift of love without mortal understanding. The plight of humanity is bound to the throne of the Father and the Son with an unbreakable chain of love, but who will believe the fact? “Thy faith hath saved thee,”372 says the LORD’s Priest to any one who will believe the fact. In His name rests mental and moral health and redemption, cure and justice, and as we are yet negligent in thought and feeling, this is the way that we are naturally desired of Him, just as sinful in thought and in feeling as we are. They who would believe “on him that justifieth the ungodly”373 should turn heart and mind to full curiosity of this strange matter. The ungodly are to be made godly; the vile are to be cherished in the shadow of the Son to the glory of the Father; for by the law of His Christ’s ministry, the dead who would know their pulse are made alive to die for a perfect life, that by mercy they may obtain the name of the Father and the image of His Son.


			3. Truly the Spirit’s tenderness is an unanswerable mystery, an endless happening continually unfolding the purpose of God through His admirable character. How may the ungodly wear perfection? How can the dead in spiritual trespass and error appear sinless? How can the mind of death endure a quickened spirit to receive forgiveness of error against the LORD? How can the dead receive forgiveness to find consciousness? Behold the mystery of God! “You, being dead in your sins, and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him,”374 and that regeneration by exercising faith on a most wonderful counsel to override the inherited and impaired human being. We are desired in uncircumcision, for how was the blessing of Abraham received? “Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision.”375 “Te’rah, the father of Abraham...served other gods,”376 and that man Abraham endured in uncircumcision through faith on the living God to believe every word of that God, for he believed the LORD and was blessed with the power of the seal of His wisdom.


			4. This is why His Christ says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom,”377 and, “The Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God.”378 Abraham believed the LORD’s promise and it was accounted to him for the reception of His righteousness, therefore the LORD loved him so much that He made a promise by his name, that they which posses the mind of Abraham should inherit the promise of the LORD’s Spirit, for He said, “He that shall come forth of thine own bowels shall be thine heir.”379 Therefore “they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham,”380 “and if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abrahams seed, and heirs according to the promise,”381 that is, “The promise of the Spirit through faith.”382


			5. Through the Faith of Christ; that is, through “the knowledge of the Son of God”;383 the believer is to know their ungodliness by the revelation of His person upon the spirit of their conscience, that they would then turn to repent to God for the Law and Order that they have broken, clinging to “the blood of his cross.”384 The mercy of God has so reached unlimited bounds that they who would be whole will be transformed in mind by active faith on the hope of His will, delivering the heart of the penitent into the heavenly reign of His Christ to be purified by His Spirit. God has quickened together, with His Son, he or she who believes on and values the virtue of His sacrifice, to the end that he which was ungodly may appear perfect, and she who was possessed may have a right mind, because He says, “He that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.”385


			6. So then believe the fact: “You, being dead in your sins, and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses.”386 All is forgiven upon an active and personal reception of the hope behind salvation’s law, for the Father promised, “I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more,”387 leaving it that “he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”388 The LORD would have the believer come to Him in their original filthy garments; that is all we have to appear before Him in. For how else can He prove to us His good and kind intention? No one need believe they must be a certain way to receive the attention of the living God. Our LORD and Father would have the sorrowing and troubled mind come to Him in that condition. His High Priest accepts nothing less than an ungodly condition, for “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”389 that they might have the opportunity to hear Him say to them, “I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”390


			7. Again, believe the fact of the matter: “You hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.”391 The uncircumcised is to be made circumcised by their faith on the hope of His intercession, while the professedly circumcised “shall pine away in their iniquity...and also in the iniquities of their fathers shall they pine away,”392 says the Spirit. But what is the counsel? “Whosoever believeth in him should not perish.”393 None are to die in heart or mind by the law of Christ’s creative grace, but by faith are to know that they are reconciled to God by the name of His Son to endure a mental and moral work of righteousness, even the renewing of their thoughts and feelings on heavenly things through sanctification of the Spirit. The LORD accepts every sorrowful soul through His Man, no matter who they should be or what they should have done. All are to be made clean by a living faith that follows after the conviction to know His name, and it is well for us to remember how He says, “Ye are clean through the word which I have spoken.”394


			8. “Repent ye therefore, and be converted,”395 says the Spirit, because now is that time for the new mind in Christ to flourish. Let the weary confess to His High Priest, “Help thou mine unbelief,”396 for the ministration of Christ is yet in service, and to such a heart the Lord of salvation’s science will reply, “Hear the voice of the Son of God.”397 By faith in the virtue of the merits of this Man, the believer is brought to God and made to appear in His spotlessness in order for them to pick up reform’s will and course. We are accepted of God in Christ while yet uncircumcised in heart, but only while also utterly penitent in soul and in spirit to obey the command, “Take away the filthy garments.”398
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			Love’s Laws


			1. God’s love for man is without articulation. To paint any picture of the love of God would surely do injustice to that which cannot be captured by finite speech or imagination. The very precepts of Christ’s Faith are established in Eden’s garden, in that He says, “Whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth?”399 The blood of the Spirit that ratified the LORD’s new covenant, before religious error against this same LORD came into existence, displayed the very foundation of His kingdom and glory. To Adam, the heart and character of God was openly displayed, and the demonstration of that affection is seen in how it says, “The LORD God planted,”400 and, “Out of the ground made the LORD,”401 and, “The LORD God took the man”402 and said, “I will make him an help meet,”403 and how out of the ground made He the animals, “and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them,”404 then He made Adam a woman, “and brought her unto the man.”405


			2. He who has supreme and infinite power and wisdom, and whose voice “quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were,”406 is found on the sixth day of the earth’s creation serving His creation, because He loves him. Herein is the character of God displayed for all who will see it, for in these things He says, “I have loved you, saith the LORD.”407 The LORD loved Adam, and He did work so hard for him because Adam confessed, “I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.’408 ‘My substance was not hid from thee’:409 ‘thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect,’410 when I was ‘curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.’”411


			3. Adam was not created with any thing that we may not now have by faith on God’s High Priest. He too, as we are, was made of the dust, therefore the source of his righteousness was not born with him or within him, but he had to receive the righteousness of God by faith, like as we do also. Being made from the earth, the LORD indeed would hold a special love towards him, for here was a soul that was spiritually naked and born without knowledge of the work of righteousness for the effect of righteousness, therefore the LORD would do all within His power to ensure the happiness of His son. It was then that “the LORD took the man” and “commanded the man, saying,”412 “I, even I, am he that comforteth you.”413 Adam heard these words and confidently declared within himself, “I will hear what God the LORD will speak,”414 and, “I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes.”415


			4. Even after creating man, the LORD still served him. It should be no new thing for us to observe, for Christ declared the future blessing that He would give to His faithful: “He shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them.”416 The God of creation and the One who walked the earth in sinful flesh bearing the LORD’s glory, these carry a most striking similarity. It was God who made all things and then “brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them.”417 The LORD delighted in Adam so much that He bestowed confidence in him, insomuch that “whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof.”418 The love that God had for man in the beginning is no less withdrawn from us at this present day. All may confess, “He delivered me, because he delighted in me,”419 should they remember the Christ that “gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us”420 into the Spirit’s classroom to hear, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom.”421


			5. There are no words that may faithfully capture the LORD’s love for every human being. A contrary understanding may cause us to reject the origin of our existence when supporting the stubbornness of our heart; we may believe these seductive and enticing words to withdraw from the LORD because of how sinful we may appear to ourselves; we may even hate ourselves to hurt ourselves because we cannot bring ourselves to believe that we are loved of God; yet remember how the LORD is toward man, how that in the beginning “the LORD hath loved him.”422 If we take hold of His love’s commandment, to do it, like Adam, we will hear, “I have loved thee.”423


			6. Despite what we may believe, the actions of the LORD in the garden are a testimony to the length that He would go through just to save even one soul. How far is God willing to go for the creation that He loves? It is written, “In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”424 And what is that discourse from His mouth confessing to this love? It says, “The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.”425 It is for this reason that it is time for us to personally know that “there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.”426


			7. The same God who did all things for Adam in the beginning, He is the same God who has again provided all things “now once in the end of the world...by the sacrifice of himself.”427 Therefore “beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.”428 Concerning love, the Spirit defines the work of His servant to “love...and do good, and lend,”429 for where it says, “Love one another,”430 in reality the counsel is, “Edify one another.”431 The Spirit declares, “I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and deliver you,”432 therefore “we then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves...For even Christ pleased not himself,”433 therefore the apostle counsels, “Fulfill the law of Christ,”434 and, “Let every one of us please his neighbor for his good to edification.”435


			8. The Spirit’s doctrine was established during and after the creation, and now it is ordained of God that the believer is “to be conformed to the image of his Son,”436 like as the earth conformed to the likeness of His person. If Christ is that Son of God, and if the knowledge of the Son of God is that instrument over creation, and if the Creator is the one who yet created and served His creation, then the image of Christ is the image of the Father, and if we love His Christ then we love the Creator, and if we love Him, it is that He says, “The Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me.”437 The LORD created all things for the welfare of Adam, and even after Adam was formed and yet comfortable, the LORD still worked to provide Adam with no reason to fall away from delighting in His name. The LORD grew this and made that, He took this and brought that, He created a system in the earth for watering the soil so that all things could maintain life in case Adam fell to hunger, for He loved him, and He yet loves us with a benevolence that cannot be measured or broken.


			9. So great is the love of God for fallen Adam that He said, “What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it?”438 Truly “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them,”439 and by this work it was fulfilled, “With his stripes we are healed.”440 It is this Christ, who, “having obtained eternal redemption for us,”441 “is even at the right hand of God, who also make the intercession for us.”442 The Creator did endure suffering by the slaying of His Spirit by men, and “Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh,”443 that He may better emphasize to our dull eyes and fearfully benumbed hearts the thoughts of His Father concerning us, how that He says, “I have loved thee with an everlasting love.”444


			10. The LORD loved man so much that God created his inward parts after His own likeness. As God created man and yet served him, so it would be that after sin man should be created after God through an experimental knowledge of His Son’s person, to where He would serve penitent man as their High Priest to excel in the image of their God. Thus, it is now that Christ “is able to save them to uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.”445 The LORD ministered to Adam in the garden, and even while he was yet formed of the dust, the LORD treated him as if he were one of the angels and not made of the earth. So too even now it is the pleasure of Christ “to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.”446 Adam maintained the life and righteousness of his God by faith in the commandment of God, and for the believer, the LORD has made His Christ “sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him”447 through salvation’s commandment, for “we have received a commandment from the Father.”448


			11. It is through this Man’s name “that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us,”449 and this righteousness secured by a doctrine of love that will never pass away. It is for this cause that the believer is counseled to bless, “knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing.”450 As Adam obeyed the LORD, taking confidence on His operation to bless His name, he was then blessed of the LORD with the high privilege to name the animals, and was even blessed with a wife. It is for this cause that Christ has charged, “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over...for with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”451 For this cause it is written, “He who loveth God love his brother also.”452


			12. Again, the LORD has defined love, saying, “Love,”453 “bless,”454 “do good,”455 “and pray for,”456 for which cause the apostle says, “In lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.”457 Why, and for what reason, has the Spirit given this charge? The answer is because we see the living God, “who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto,”458 as a servant to His own creation whom He formed from the dust of the earth. “Where is boasting then?”459 This same Spirit did appear to the world acting through humanity’s members, “and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death.”460 He had no glory on earth, He had no fame, and, “There is no beauty that we should desire him,”461 says the prophet, yet He was ordained to “taste death for every man.”462 Who, then, after carefully observing His character, would not care to lawfully “remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body”?463


			13. This is love, even benevolently ministering to the soul-benefit of one lesser advantaged in spirit should they care to help themselves. There is no boasting for the believer, for the living God ministered to man in both states of his existence; in both sinless and sinful; to the end we may, with the eye of our faith, look at Him and hear His advice: “If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love.”464 The first Adam maintained the love of God and was rewarded with His righteousness, and the second Adam maintained the saying of His Father’s Spirit and did also rest in the same righteousness. Christ did have no righteousness of His own while on earth, for He reports, “If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true.”465 It is by “the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ”466 that the believer will be made perfect in His name, for there is no room for self-sufficiency in the Spirit’s higher education. When “looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith,”467 we are beholding the LORD’s character and the standard name for every sincere believer.


			14. That which is seen of God, it is that which is given for us to do. “As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith”;468 “let brotherly love continue”469 “and so fulfill the law of Christ.”470 It is for this cause that our High Priest counsels, “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”471 This is why the apostle wrote to the churches, “The old commandment is the word which ye have heard from the beginning,”472 for concerning them in this age, it was known, “Thou hast left thy first love.”473 What is our first love besides that which was first experienced and forgotten, even as it says, “All that believed were together, and had all things common.”474 “Neither was there any among them that lacked.”475


			15. To keep us from experiencing the loss that the early Christian church knew, and still continues to experience, the LORD has given to us two laws to keep and dress “for the obedience of faith,”476 and they are the law of His righteousness and the law of His Sabbath, to the end we may own a spirit of right “charity, which is the bond of perfectness.”477 Herein is how Adam maintained the righteousness of God, for he willingly allowed his heart to serve God, and allowed God to service him, neither doubting nor remaining partial in any commandment of God. Therefore it is written, “Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children”;478 “as obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance.”479 For this reason our Priest counsels, “As I have obeyed our LORD and Father, so obey My voice and abide in My love,”480 and as Adam obeyed and rested in the Spirit’s righteousness, the example is for us to faithfully grow up in the knowledge of Christ that we may minister to one another as we have been cared for by the Godhead. The ministry that the Spirit held in the beginning did not change when He met sinful flesh, and it has not changed since He ascended to the Place of God to be in the presence of God. He has called every believer to observe His operation and to hear His voice.
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			The Law Of Faith


			1. The taint of sin within the soul temple has received unadulterated health, but who will believe this fact? “To whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?”481 As by Adam “judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.”482 It is “through the righteousness of faith”483 that the spirit is recovered, for “if we believe on him”484 “that justifieth the ungodly,”485 even as him that “staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief,”486 our faith will be “counted for righteousness.”487  But how can we be sure that this is so? How can we be sure that for us personal and devotional sin is conquered through our faith in the Spirit’s will? It is written, “I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people.”488 What is this that we have just heard? Hear Him: “I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth...and shall not return.”489 This is the word of God and the counsel of His Spirit, and the life of that instruction “is by one man, Jesus Christ.”490


			2. Listen to Him: “My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips. Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto David.”491 What is it that “God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began”492 to His Son David? It is written, “I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance,”493 and, “As he saith in O’see, I will call them my people, which were not my people.”494 “There it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living God.”495 Therefore this Man, “after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; from henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool,”496 because it is “that the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel.”497 Thus, the LORD His God said, “David my servant shall be king over them,”498 and, “I will make a covenant of peace with them.”499


			3. God has said these things, therefore they are as “written with a pen of iron, and with the point of a diamond.”500 The LORD has said that He will give His Son “for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles,”501 and He has sworn and will not break the word that has passed from Him. God has promised the heathen as an inheritance for His Son, and as “the scripture hath concluded all under sin,”502 it serves to honestly comprehend that “there is none that doeth good, no, not one,”503 for we who do believe in the virtue of His Son’s name are that vile inheritance promised of the LORD to His Christ.


			4. The promises of God are for us all who currently have air in our lungs and sickness flowing through our person. But will we believe on that which cannot be broken? Will we believe on Him that cannot lie over our pitiful inclinations and suppositions to disbelieve? “To whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not?”504 “I sware in my wrath that they should not enter into my rest,”505 said the LORD, for this word of condemnation is as sure as His word of hope, for there can be no unbelieving soul claiming the life of His Christ, just as there can be no believing soul who rejects the power and wisdom of His Spirit’s voice. Sin against heaven, and against heaven’s LORD and Spirit, is conquered through Christ not in a day, but rather, “By little and little I will drive them out from before thee, until thou be increased,”506 says the Spirit, and to receive health without interruption, “Turn yourselves from your idols,”507 He says.


			5. Obedience is not without definitive action to relay the natural acceptance of the commandment embraced. Says the Spirit, “Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote unto thee, knowing that thou wilt also do more than I say.”508 The LORD does not doubt if any one person can obey Him, but it is us who maintain unnecessary thoughts about ourselves in relation to the image our perception has of Him and His Son. Who will lawfully awake to His manner of love and learning? Surely Paul spoke this word regarding obedience, but who was Paul? He was one brought into personal contact with God to “hear the voice of his mouth”509 and “to be his witness unto all men.”510 So then his word belongs to whom? Hear from the mouth of the man himself: “The gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus.”511 Therefore hear this man of God concerning His Christ: “Who gave himself for our sins.”512


			6. God has spoken the word, and that word tells of the fact that the sins of the spirit believing on the doctrine of God are passed away upon active belief, for “whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.”513 What does this mean? As the believer declares Christ their personal Savior and High Priest, obeying “from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered”514 them from communion with His name, it will be fulfilled, “Immediately her issue of blood stanched.”515 The error and plague of the heart ceases when once opened to the reception of the Spirit’s doctrine, for sin is to cease that another industrious agent may take its place, for which cause it is said, “Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.”516 As the penitent relinquish the idol meat of their heart by examining and doing the Spirit’s will, immediately given to them is “the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ,”517 along with “abundance of grace”518 to “fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power.”519


			7. Is it forgotten how one came to a man of God with a letter that said, “Recover him of his leprosy”?520 And after he grew angry at the Spirit’s simplicity, being familiar with false methods of healing and presumptuous hypocrites of medicine, what was the counsel given him at that time of his wrath? It was told him, “If the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean?”521 And after that he did obey the word and did wash and was blessed; for “his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean”;522 what then was his testimony after faith had come and worked? He said, “Now I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel.”523 By faith, this stranger to the knowledge of God was made clean by depending on the word of the man of God to do as it had said, and for us the Son of God says, “Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.”524


			8. Surly the man of God became as intercessor between this foreigner and the LORD, and in receiving the word of the intercessor, “it was imputed unto him for righteousness,”525 allowing him the opportunity to be taken of the Spirit and refreshed for his faith in the hope to appear. This lesson is for us. “There is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a random for all,”526 “specially of those that believe.”527 Wherefore “seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect?”528 This is the second time Paul has told us that it is Christ who has given Himself for ours sins, yet this time he introduces the fact of His role along with the fact of His name, for He “also maketh intercession for us.”529 Warfare with our heart is now pointless if our spirit is not engaged in recovering the inward parts by wrestling with the Spirit’s commandment. “Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.”530 “For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God.”531


			9. It was the law of works and of deeds that was to give birth to the law of experimental faith for the keeping of the LORD’s ten laws, for of old this law; which law spoken of is that contained “written in the book of the law”;532 for by the priesthood of the Levites “the people received the law”;533 was “to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified of faith.”534 Abraham received the law of circumcision not before he was justified by faith, but after he was made perfect by faith “he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised.”535 Therefore “if the uncircumcision keep the righteousness so of the law”;536 that is, the praise “witnessed by the law and the prophets”;537 “shall not his uncircumcision be counted for circumcision?”538 What then is that righteousness? It is even “the righteousness of faith,”539 because “after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster,”540 but are become spirits quickened to newness of thought and feeling to experience “the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man.”541


			10. The righteousness of that carnal law of works; which was “the ministration of death”542 and “of condemnation”;543 was ever a labor of faith upheld by “the faith of Abraham”544 if correctly executed. If the Jews could have discerned “the time of reformation”545 through “meats and drinks, and diverse washings”546 “that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience,”547 knowledge of the dispensation to come would have intelligently cultivated their faith on the LORD’s aim, but by stubborn unbelief, they missed His name. Thus, the Jews were quick to reiterate, because of an unlawful fondness to the tradition given them, “We have Abraham to our father,”548 and what was Christ’s response to this? “If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do the works of Abraham.”549 “Abraham believed God, and it was imputed to him for righteousness,”550 but the Jews believed in “the law of commandments contained in ordinances,”551 that righteousness “in the flesh made by hands,”552 and believed, “Abraham was one, and he inherited the land: but we are many; the land is given us for inheritance.”553 None are made righteous by association, but the promise made by the Spirit in the name Abraham says, “I will bless them that bless thee.”554 Had the Jews kept the good manners of their fathers, they would have never ceased as a people from before the LORD, for He said of them, “This is Jerusalem: I have set it in the midst of the nations and countries,”555 but as they left the faith of their favor, “She hath changed,”556 says the Spirit.


			11. It is therefore true, “If Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God,”557 for many would rather “glory in appearance, and not in heart.”558 The law of circumcision did not justify or sanctify Abraham, and the Jews were not cleansed by that law “which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them.”559 Remember the saying, “Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.”560 Despite whatever ritual or ceremony they performed, faith was ever the living principle that allowed the human soul to receive the health of God. The righteousness of the law and the righteousness of circumcision have always been driven by a faith that conforms the spirit to the Spirit’s righteousness. The word of the Father promises that every believer of that law of His Spirit will be made the praise of the Spirit in the knowledge of His Son, but how? In the doctrine of Christ “the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith,”561 that is, “By the law of faith.”562


			12. Our hardness of heart and terror of mind comes to an end by the counsel of Christ’s mediation, for by faith in “his righteousness for the remission of sins that are passed,”563 we become “the children of God by faith in Christ.”564 The example is set for us to understand that no thing done within our own power or understanding may remove error, for our Father only recognizes the fact that Christ “washed us from our sins in his own blood.”565 There is no thing within us that can purify us, for it is said that Christ did “sanctify the people with his own blood.”566 There is no thing that we may work within ourselves that may leave us “perfect, as pertaining to the conscience,”567 for only faith in the virtue of the will of Christ’s name may “purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God.”568 So then what is the work of the believer? It is written, “To him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.”569 Again, “Believe on him that raised up Jesus.”570


			13. Is it not written, “The Spirit of him that raised up Jesus”?571 As the promise was made, and is to be kept by Abraham’s name, so also it was ratified by the name of God’s Man for the believer to obtain “the promise of the Spirit through faith.”572 As faith in the name of Christ begins to conquer the fear within the heart, faith will be blessed of God with His Spirit’s righteousness for the purpose of entering His presence for “the communion of the Holy Ghost.”573 It is that by faith we are “sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,”574 even “the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him,”575 for it is that “the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost.”576 Thus, as faith has open intercourse with the human will, from “the Spirit of grace,”577 by faith on the end of the sacrifice of Christ, they who believe on His office will be given “abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness.”578


			14. For this cause, when the heart willingly becomes touched at the Spirit’s doctrine, it will be fulfilled, “God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts.”579 Because “the Spirit is life,”580 and since “he that hath the Son hath life,”581 “we shall be saved by his life,”582 that is, “He might deliver us from this present evil world”583 “by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.”584 All things are by faith on the Spirit’s commandment, and by faith in this word of perfect reconciliation “that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him,”585 we will find our self welcomed in to the Spirit’s righteousness to “know his will, and to see that Just One”586 to “hear the voice of his mouth.”587 It is of God “that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith,”588 to the end the believer “be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man,”589 for God would “have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.”590
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