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The Call to Ministry

Demas was a young man filled with promise when he first entered the ministry. His journey began in the early days of Christianity, a time when the Gospel was still new, and the world was a dangerous place for those who followed Jesus. It was a world where persecution loomed on every corner, where preaching the name of Christ could get you thrown into prison, or worse, executed. But Demas, like many others, had felt the pull of the Gospel’s power—a message of love, redemption, and hope in the face of suffering. He was not drawn by the promise of earthly rewards; his heart was stirred by the idea of being part of something bigger than himself.

Demas came from a background that was not overly significant, and yet, in the hands of God, he would become a companion to one of the greatest apostles the world would ever know: Paul. Paul was a man whose life was consumed with spreading the Good News, no matter the cost. He had travelled far and wide, planting churches, writing letters, and discipling young leaders like Timothy, Titus, and yes, Demas. The relationship between Paul and Demas was one of mentorship and shared mission, as both men laboured for the same cause, travelling together, teaching together, and living among the people who were hungry for the message of Jesus Christ.

It was easy to be drawn into the excitement of the ministry in those early days. The church was growing, and the joy of seeing new believers was contagious. There was energy in the air, a sense that they were changing the world, and Demas felt honoured to be part of that movement. He had made the decision to leave behind any hope of wealth, security, or the comforts of a normal life. He chose to walk in the path that Jesus had laid before his followers—one of sacrifice, humility, and faithfulness to the cause. There was no turning back now; Demas had answered the call to ministry, and he was determined to follow it to the end.

But his calling was not to a life of luxury or ease. Like Paul, Demas would face hardships—shipwrecks, beatings, imprisonment, hunger, and danger at every turn. The Apostle Paul’s ministry was one of great sacrifice, and Demas, in his enthusiasm, had been ready to embrace it all. The commitment to the mission required that Demas rely not on his own strength but on the power and provision of God. He had to trust in God’s direction and timing, no matter what the circumstances might bring.

Demas' early ministry work was a model of devotion. He was a loyal companion, spending countless hours travelling from city to city, sharing the message of Christ. He helped establish churches, cared for the believers, and played an essential role in the small, yet growing, community of Christians. While his name may not have been as well-known as that of Paul or Peter, Demas contributed significantly to the spread of the Gospel. He knew that even the smallest act of service mattered, and he embraced it with humility.

In every city they visited, Demas encountered new challenges. He was thrust into the midst of a hostile world that viewed Christians with disdain. As the Gospel was proclaimed, it wasn’t always welcomed. In many cases, it was met with mockery, resistance, and violent opposition. Yet, Demas remained steadfast in his commitment. He wasn’t blind to the dangers, but his faith in Christ and his belief in the power of the message they carried kept him pressing forward. It was easy, at first, to be part of the movement because everything seemed to align with his heart’s desire to see lives transformed. Each person who accepted Christ, each church that was planted, was a testament to the work they were doing together.

But it wasn’t long before the reality of the cost of discipleship began to set in. Demas was still young, and the weight of the sacrifices began to feel heavier. The physical toll of the journey began to accumulate—long days on the road, nights without shelter, and the ever-present threat of violence. It was easy for someone like Paul, who had been through so much, to keep his eyes fixed on the bigger picture. But for Demas, those first years of ministry were filled with questions about the path ahead. Was it worth it? Was this the life he had imagined? It was a life of constant uncertainty, without any of the comforts he had once taken for granted.
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