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Few More Thoughts

These are some of my views, perhaps uncommon and controversial, about a few issues that we constantly engage with. Those may not be fully and unquestionably right, nor will be a farce, and completely devoid of merit. Significantly, wherever merit can be seen, it will be having a lot to do with the peace and harmony of the society.
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The Spiritual and The Material – What Lies Ahead?

There are many predictions about our future. From achieving scientific immortality to too unsuitable to be of any good, such predictions cover a lot of possibilities. I however feel, no prediction takes into account the rather transient nature of human race in comparison with the rest of life. I also feel, effectively, our fleeting nature is a direct result of the differing grip, the spiritual and the material stands to have at any instant.

Before attempting to answer this, we need to understand clearly, in what condition are we, now. Is our present state, a stable one? Isn’t it a transient one, and all that we do is to reach a destination?

Human life, unlike all the other ones, is a duality consisting of a spiritual element and a material one. But, from whatever we have been able to gather, our foray into the life of other beings being the prime facilitator, we are quite similar to each of the other ones. Like, close examination of human body and its parts have shown no signs of any element other than the ones that is present in all other forms of life. Also, we have been successful in transplanting body parts belonging to others, to ourselves.  If so, how did this duality come to be? What direction will it take?

What is Driving Changes?

I think, to help us to find the paths, the spiritual and the material may take in the future, it is necessary to understand, how those concepts came to be, and with what momentum. To put in brief, material denotes all that one can sense, and spiritual, all that one can feel. I am sure, nobody will disagree, it is rather easy to feel, while it may take some efforts, to sense, and hell of a lot more to derive from it, something worth. So, we all started to feel things, much before we could attain the capability and the wherewithal to sense any of it. Slowly knowledge started to come out, where we acquired the ability to link the two. But, our inability in linking would have been overshadowing those few instances, given our long and dark past. Consequently, our world was, more or less completely, a spiritual one, perhaps for quite some time, and there was nothing that can give a momentum.

Over the ages, while we learned more about everything, we also acquired the ability to manipulate and use to our advantage, all that we sense.  Naturally, the material started to carve an independent and important space for itself, mainly due to the fact that all the elements and concepts of the material world was better linked to reality. And as a consequence, the material started to gain a momentum, and all the pillars of the spiritual edifice continue to get dismantled, to be progressively replaced by material elements.

Hoe Does it Happen?

Before looking at what is ahead, let me try to understand clearly, whatever are the salient features of the current scenario, as far as these things go. Where do the spiritual stand, and what matters about the material?

One can say, the material is fairly clear now. All our interactions shall follow a rather predictable path, which we all take at our pleasure and convenience. But, it wasn’t so in the early days. We learned about it through a lot of trial and error. Great many among us were ready to spend their time, resources, and energy in support of a journey to such unknown vistas, even at the risk of fierce opposition. So, now we are progressively becoming more at ease, and clued-up, about the material. And, all are always ready to act on the issues that may arise, as and when it happens.

Things that Go Well

I think, the primary reason for such a welcome state is that there is no room for subjectivity. Every element of the material displaying an aura of consistency, both in its appearance, and in the responses to external actions, the populace is fully at home, anywhere in the material world. In fact, this convenience and comfort is constantly taking the material world to greater heights. Thus, the results we constantly see, make the future look bright.

Hiccups?

Whereas, now, we are not at all clear about the spiritual, or we are becoming more and more unclear about the spiritual, as time goes by. And, instead of admitting it, all of us shout at the top of our voice that the spiritual is beyond ourselves, and is under the command and control of someone wielding unlimited power.

But, it wasn’t so in the early days. Spiritual topics were linked to objects that were clearly visible and easily discernible. Each such object was also known to exercise its power and influence over certain chosen areas. (In fact, slowly and steadily, these ‘chosen areas’ were being usurped by the material. Perhaps, some of our forefathers sensed a big danger. The material may consume one day, all those ‘chosen’ areas. Thereafter, they seem to have made a smart move of replacing such incremental distribution of power of control in such areas with the idea of something abstract wielding unlimited power. So, omnipotence was introduced to make the abstract remain perpetually evergreen?)

But, there is an issue. These things do not happen without hiccups, since we are yet to accept it as a necessity, or think of it as another natural event. For example, we are all quite at home with the concepts and theories of modern astronomy, though it varies a lot from the ancient ideas. But, we are not at all so, about moral questions, where even a small change that accompanies a modern outlook stands to face violent opposition. Even when a change is accepted, it is more likely to be a watered-down version. It looks like, one cannot be sure that the future will be without any issues.

The Arena

As mentioned above, spiritual matters were arising out of whatever we currently feel or desirous of. And all objects, whether animate or not, could easily become a part of such matters, leaving nothing unexplained. With the growth of the material, our feelings, and also all that is spiritual, needed to be kept optimized to accommodate seamlessly, fresh material insights. Rather than optimizing, perhaps our forefathers didn’t have a clue of such an activity, they just hid those. It continued thus, and also is becoming even more hidden, as time goes by. We can’t be sure about the future of the spiritual, as we won’t know what path, it will take. And still, we won’t venture into the spiritual, though, particularly, nothing is there to make the future look bright.

The Punches

Look, quite pragmatical are we, when approaching the material. The desire is to mold it into a shape of our choice. But, we are approaching the spiritual with a desire to mold ourselves into the random shape, the spirit may happen to take at any instant.

Why is there such a dichotomy? Since we are not able to come up with a specific reason for it to be so, isn’t there a need to revise our ideas about the spirit?

Spiritual comes from spirit, and, spiritual will head to where spirit heads. So, let us see where does spirit come from and what path it will take.

I think, the material occurred to us as an identifiable faculty, when we started appreciating the reality on its own merit. But, when and how did we start to sense the spirit? What role does it play in our appreciation of the reality?

A little reflection tells me, as far as reality goes, spirit is, what we first sense, appreciate, desire, or learn. For example, a child names and recognizes all that catches its attention using words, phrases, or expression that depict the impact, each article will be giving rise to. Such an impact will be dependent on an amalgam of contextual needs and desires, much of which even could be from external prompts. The identity or name of things and beings become the notable effect, each can make on the child. Like, a pet becomes a ‘bow-bow’, or ‘miaow’, and a car may become, a ‘pom-pom’. And, even in our later life, spirit will be performing such a function or role, with, of course, the words or phrases changing appropriately.

The Bout

But, we make it a point to spoon-feed it with grammatically correct names or expressions, and take efforts to instill it, everywhere. As a result, the child picks up a lot of data or other stuff for which it has no natural taste, and goes on to become a master of an edifice. Nothing much will be there, binding the child, either as one, or as a grown-up, to such an edifice, other than the appreciation, or other temporal benefits, it stands to get. We identify this edifice as the material world, where the child may be partly fitting in, if at all. (Otherwise, the child would have learned all this and much more, but, after taking time for picking up the bricks and the mortar on its own. But, then, it would have been completely at home with whatever may be the resulting edifice, just like all other varieties of life.)
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