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			INTRODUCTION

		

		
			In this book, I review 100 of my favorite horror movie remakes. The movies are ranked. Their position in the list is established by the sum of 8 types of ratings: stars, gimmick, rewatchability, story, creativity, acting, quality, and creepiness. How many have you seen?
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			#1

		

		
			The Fly

		

		
			1986

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			A scientist in love gradually turns into a fly after experimenting with a teleportation method he discovered.

		

		
			The Fly is one of the best body horror movies ever made. As such, it succeeds where most werewolf films failed and features grander effects and make-up. The visuals are astonishingly elaborate and get increasingly disgusting as the story unfolds. The transformation sequence spans over several scenes and the tragedy is deeply felt because the two leads convey a wide range of emotions over time.

			Dialogue is meticulously calculated. There is an aura of remorse and regrets that the hook foreshadows. 1986’s The Fly remakes a 1958 film by the same title that can use the update. The plot is roughly the same, but this one is much scarier and more intense. It is a perfect mix of psychological and physical horror; terrifying, gory, and often both at the same time for maximum shock value.

			It is arguably David Cronenberg’s best directorial and screenwriting portfolio piece at this point in his career. Despite its extreme premise, the film is never surreal or complicated. The characters are well-written, natural, compelling. Thriller tropes meet lycanthropy in this instant classic that will surely leave its mark. It is unique and close to perfection on all levels.
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			#2

		

		
			Evil Dead II

		

		
			1987

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			A man fights demons inhabiting a remote cottage from which he cannot escape.

		

		
			Evil Dead 2 both follows and remakes 1981’s The Evil Dead, which was inspired by a no-budget short. The Evil Dead was straight horror and this one invests in slapstick humor. The storyline is an expansion of the previous one, but the twists and turns are fresh. The costumes and make-up are refined and more camera-friendly. The practical effects have been enhanced, too.

			Ash, the survivor guy and late bloomer from the original film is still played by Bruce Campbell. He is, more than ever, at the center of the story and into his character. Ash’s story arc is more intricate, yet hilarious. He is now both inexhaustible and pissed. This is his descent into madness. The script doesn’t take intellectual detours and delivers well-paced terror, gore and fun.

			Evil Dead 2 is the product of its initial creator, Sam Raimi, so character design, imaginative cinematography, dialogue, and pacing meet the highest standards. Evil Dead 2 is the quintessential supernatural horror movie and reinforces the “cabin in the woods” cliche that it popularized and arguably founded. It has everything the fan can possibly wish for, and then some!

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			#3

		

		
			The Evil Dead

		

		
			1981

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			Teenagers partying in a cabin in the woods become possessed by demons.

		

		
			The Evil Dead is everything a horror movie fan can wish for. It is also the ideal place to start for the uninitiated. Contrary to most films of its genre, it never relies on filler and barely exposes its protagonists. It makes its way to the trigger event quickly and soon plunges the story into somewhat of an extended third act. It’s frightening, engaging, it’s a little bit funny and very gory.

			Some camera shots used have never been seen before and rely on creative rigs that director and writer Sam Raimi pulled out of a hat. His magic doesn’t stop there. He gathered the right crew to produce a combination of claymation, latex, animal viscera and make-up that looks nothing like other films of the early decade. This is a good example of accessible experimental cinema.

			Take The Exorcist, inject a generous dose of franticness, crank the violence to a maximum, get rid of the dialogue and you get this superficial gem! The Evil Dead is flawed when it comes to special effects, but they involve such unique cinematographic innovations that they are genuinely disorienting and terrifying, regardless. It is the quintessential horror movie and one of the best ever made.
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			#4

		

		
			Evil Dead

		

		
			2013

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			Tricked into a week-end of rehab in a remote cabin by her friends, a girl in withdrawal believes she is surrounded by demons.

		

		
			Technically second remake of a 1981 revolutionary cult classic, this movie has one of the strongest horror fan bases in history and a new generation of teenagers to seduce. The purists might bump on a few details, but none of the franchise’s gimmicks have been overlooked and the movie looks like a million bucks. The gore effects are incredibly realistic and are torture even to the audience.

			Bruce Campbell’s Ash isn’t part of the story, but his design and wit are found across the production. The performances range from forgettable to awesome, and it seems to be what the producers were after. This was also true of all previous films. Some actors hold back because the script wants them to until they get their special moment, at which point they unleash their true talent.

			From photography to the narrative, every aspect of Evil Dead is calculated. It knows how to scare, disgust and make you jump, and does so with perfect timing. Humor is limited, much like the original Evil Dead. The biggest shift in tone between this and the first two is in the polish and the technology at hand. Nothing is left to chance. Expect twists and Easter eggs from beginning to end.
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			#5

		

		
			Cape Fear

		

		
			1991

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			An ex-convict takes his revenge on the lawyer who defended him.

		

		
			Robert De Niro crafts a truly despicable character in this remake of a psychological thriller adapted from a novel by John D. MacDonald. He is a shabby rapist who will stop at nothing to get his revenge. This is a slow-burn film with a lot of dialogue and exposition intertwined with shock and terror. It makes us feel like powerless voyeurs of a situation that gradually gets out of control.

			The cast is irreproachable. All actors give a grade A performance in a story with suspense built like a stairway where each abrupt step leads to a plateau. Characters are pushed to their limits, required to confront their secrets and lies. Cape Fear knows how to make us angry, stressed or uncomfortable; often all at once. It constantly juggles with taboos and dares us to keep watching.

			The ominous soundtrack is remixed from the 1962 original movie. It is a tragic recurring melody that gives the film a dark retro ambiance. Some scenes are reconstructions of the original Cape Fear, while some events of the old script are reorganized and shifted from one act to another for maximum impact. All in all, Cape Fear is one of the best and most quintessential horror thrillers out there.
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			#6

		

		
			The Thing

		

		
			1982

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			In Antarctica, a group of scientists comes in contact with a hostile alien parasite that lurks inside their camp.

		

		
			This is a remake of the movie The Thing from Another World, a 1951 John W. Campbell story adaptation. The actors are all male and all geared up to face the worst conditions; more specifically, here, an upcoming battle against a powerful being that wraps itself in mystery. The “Thing” can hardly be summarized with words and doesn’t communicate the way we do.

			The Thing establishes suspense like few horror films do; by laying down the facts, raising questions that may never find answers, then offering you so much more than the many outcomes you could possibly imagine. It uses perfectly paced sequences leading to unexpected jump scares. The animatronics are one of the kind and among the best and scariest ever seen in the genre.

			The lighting is always just right; not revealing too much or too little. The thick ambiance is reinforced by an ongoing storm that implicitly restricts and locks the protagonists in; therefore accommodating the creature and forcing the victims to find creative ways to survive. Fortunately, they have big muscles, free access to a large arsenal and aren’t the scared type...
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			#7

		

		
			Little Shop of Horrors

		

		
			1986

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			A nerdy florist develops a relationship with a talking plant that grows when it is fed human blood.

		

		
			Reuniting some of the funniest comedians of its time; Rick Moranis, Steve Martin and Bill Murray, namely, Little Shop of Horrors is the darkest of black comedies. If it wasn’t so hilarious and symphonic, it would simply be a gross movie about an arrogant alien plant who feeds on human blood. It ends up being much more: a love story, a theatrical homage and a source of masterful puppetry.

			Some songs work better than others. It gets you wondering what this would’ve been has it not been a musical. It is a period piece depicting the 50’s and 60’s with surrealism injected. The great set design contributes to a unique vibe, along with old graphic design and a dense atmosphere right out of an oil painting. The visual style is at times reminiscent of the original Roger Corman film.

			It’s not innocent enough for a young audience despite its comical appeal. It’s not gory either but the carnivorous plant is so ingeniously designed and rigged that it can scare. Although some plot devices and resolutions rely on the main protagonist being submissively obedient, we accept what we see because of the slapstick comedy layer. The story is cleverly told and the last scenes are a blast!
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			#8

		

		
			Ghostbusters

		

		
			2016

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			Four women found a ghost hunting company.

		

		
			The events in this remake take place 27 years after Ghostbusters 2, in what we presume is an alternate New York City. Instead of four males, we get four female Ghostbusters. The humor, much like the characters, is sometimes so dumb it is embarrassing. Mind you, this is the film’s biggest flaw. Everything, here, is bigger and more colorful than what we are used to and it feels great!

			All actors deserve a round of applause for keeping up with a script that is both dialogue and action heavy. We constantly alternate between humor, slapstick comedy, light horror and action. In the middle of all this are a bunch of cameos present to please the faithful fans. Like its predecessors, the film is accessible to all audiences, given they can take a couple of jump scares and fart jokes.

			The first half will make you laugh and the second one will have your heart pumping. The last act is incredibly satisfying, high on emotions and big on special effects. It makes all the character exposition worthwhile. This remake is both an ode to the classic Ghostbusters films and a long overdue upgrade with digital effects instead of practical ones. The new generation of moviegoers will love it!
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			#9

		

		
			House of Wax

		

		
			2005

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			A group of teens stranded in a village near a strange wax museum realize their lives are in danger.

		

		
			Elisha Cuthbert, Jared Padalecki, Paris Hilton, and Chad Michael Murray make this film epic, though it would still impress without them. They’re not just talented actors, they remind us of people we know. They make this film fun and comfortable before it gets increasingly dark. This is the second time this story gets remade, and it is quite an enhancement. It’s a slasher with an edge.

			The writers know what a good movie is and that’s exactly what they’re giving us. They bank on common horror tropes, half the time, and somewhat re-invent them otherwise. The antagonists follow the same logic. We’ve seen their patterns before, but never quite like this. The budget is substantial, and the movie needs it to tell a big story. The set decoration and the special effects are massive.

			Some of the pain inflicted is atrocious and, at times, hard to watch. The gore is brilliant. In regard to who bites the dust and in which order, the script does a pretty good job of keeping us guessing and on the edge of our seat. Personality flaws end up being assets. People we thought were protected by the writers get mutilated. You just can’t take anything for granted. Great flick!
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			#10

		

		
			Invasion of the Body Snatchers

		

		
			1978

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			A group of friends suspect that the human race is being replaced by alien duplicates.

		

		
			Like zombies, body snatchers are here to invade us, but they do it through our social weaknesses and our need for sleep. They are therefore not so much a physical threat, affecting us on the psychological level instead. They walk and talk as we do, or at least try to. You could recognize them if you noticed their moral rigidity and lack of emotion, but it’s subtle and not enough to act upon.

			The visual effects are infinitely more elaborate than those of the original film. The performances are more authentic, although the overacting can get annoying and comes across as pretentious. Those quirks fortunately dissipate as the paranoia element intensifies. The odd character exposition proves to have been necessary when it is revealed that personality is what the invader cannot replicate.

			There is little room for comedy and scenes are often barely lit because, once aware of the invasion, the main protagonists need to remain unnoticed, avoid eccentricities and sudden noises. The ambiance is deliberately depressing and gets very thick by the third act. 1978’s Invasion of the Body Snatchers is one of the best horror films to depict hopelessness in an apocalyptic context.
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