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			Dedication

			
		
    Acts 3:8 . And he arose with a leap, and stood up, and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. And all the people saw him walking and praising God, and they knew that it was he who sat begging alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. And as the lame man who had been healed held Peter and John in his hands, all the people ran to them into the porch which is called Solomon's porch, marveling.



You are not at all surprised that he held Peter and John; it was natural for him to follow them wherever they went, for he owed them much, and they were the best friends he had ever had. He was filled with reverence for them because of what they had done to him; and now, lest they should go away, he withheld them; and "all the people ran to them, greatly astonished." The one who was healed by the wonderful name of Christ was astonished, and all the people who saw him healed were astonished. I suppose that amazement is mixed up with all true worship. All amazement is not worship; but where there is worship of God and a sense of his great goodness and of our unworthiness, there always seems to be a great deal of amazement.



"Sing with wonder and amazement,

His mercy in the heavens."





— Charles Spurgeon 
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Introduction to Acts
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The Acts of the Apostles shows the early church working hard to grow and serve others while facing opposition, shortages of people and money, government bureaucracy (church bureaucracy came later), internal conflicts and even the forces of nature. Their work shows similarities to what Christians face in non-church workplaces today. A small group of people put their whole heart into work that brings the love of Christ to people in all areas of life, and they find the amazing power of the Holy Spirit working in them as they do it. If this is not what we experience in our daily work, perhaps God wants to guide, equip and empower our work as much as He did their work.

Work takes center stage, as might be expected in a book that deals with the "deeds" of early church leaders. The narrative churns with people who walk, talk, heal, give generously, make decisions, lead, serve food, handle money, fight, make garments and tents and other goods, baptize (or wash), debate, argue, make judgments, read and write, sing, defend themselves in court, gather wood, build fires, escape hostile crowds, hug and kiss, hold assemblies, apologize, go to sea, abandon ship, swim, rescue people, and all the while, praise God. The men and women in the book of Acts are ready to do whatever it takes to accomplish their mission. No job is too menial for the greatest among them and no job is too overwhelming for the least.

However, the depth of the book of Acts comes not so much from what the people of the early church were doing, but why and how they participate in this amazing abundance of activity. The why is service. Serving God, serving colleagues, serving society, serving strangers-service is the motivation behind the work Christians do throughout the book. This should come as no surprise, for indeed Acts is the second volume of the story that began in Luke's Gospel, where service is also the motivation for Jesus and His followers. (See "Luke and Work" for key contextual information about Luke and his audience).

If the why is service, then the how is to consistently challenge the structures of Roman society, which was not based on service but on exploitation. Luke continually contrasts the ways of the kingdom of God with the ways of the Roman Empire. He pays attention to the many interactions between Jesus and His followers and the officials of the empire. He is well aware of the systems of power-and the socioeconomic factors that undergird them-operating in the Roman Empire. From the emperor to the nobles, officials, landowners, freemen, serfs and slaves, all layers of society existed because of the power they exercised over the layer below them. God's method, as seen in the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts, is quite the opposite. God's society exists for service and especially for the service of those in weaker, poorer or more vulnerable positions.

Ultimately, then, Acts is not a model of the kinds of activities in which we should engage as followers of Christ, but a model of the commitment to service that should be the basis of our activities. Our activities are different from those of the apostles, but our commitment to service is the same.
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The beginning of God's new world (Acts 1-4)


A community with a mission (Acts 1:6)
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In the book of Acts, Jesus' mission to restore the world to what God intended it to be becomes the mission of the community of Jesus' followers. Acts traces the life of this community as the Spirit forms them into a group of people who work and use the power and wealth that comes from work differently than the world around them. The work begins with the creation of the unique community called the church. Luke begins with the community, "those who were gathered together," and continues with the mission to "re-establish...the kingdom of Israel" (Acts 1:6). To fulfill its work, the community must first orient itself to its vocation for the kingdom of God and then to its identity as witnesses to the kingdom of God in daily life.
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A guiding vocation for the kingdom of God (Acts 1:8)
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The book of Acts begins with a post-resurrection interaction between Jesus and His disciples. Jesus teaches them about the "kingdom of God" (Acts 1:3) and they respond with a question about the establishment of a socio-political kingdom: "Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel" (Acts 1:6). Jesus' answer relates closely to our life as workers.

"And He said to them, 'It is not for you to know the times or the seasons which the Father has fixed by His own authority; but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.'" (Acts 1:7-8)

First, Jesus puts an end to the disciples' curiosity about the timing of God's plan. "It is not for you to know the times or the seasons which the Father has fixed by His own authority" (Acts 1:7). We are to live in anticipation of the fullness of God's kingdom, but not wondering about the precise time of God's return in Christ. Second, Jesus does not deny that God will establish a socio-political kingdom, i.e., "re-establish...the kingdom of Israel," as the disciples' question puts it.

Jesus' disciples were well versed in the Scriptures of Israel. They knew that the kingdom described by the prophets was not an otherworldly reality but a real kingdom of peace and justice in a world renewed by the power of God. Jesus does not deny the reality of this coming kingdom, but expands the expectations of the disciples to include all creation in the expected kingdom. This is not only a new kingdom for the territory of Israel, but "in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth" (Acts 1:8).

The full establishment of this kingdom has not occurred ("at this time") but is here, in this world.

And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God... Then I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men". (Rev.)
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