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Preface
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In our day, the church of Christ is facing one of its greatest crises—not from persecution from outside, but from deceit within. Wherever the church is found, especially among the Protestants, we see a terrifying growth of self-proclaimed "prophets," "apostles," "miracle workers," "visionaries," and "men of God." They attire themselves in sacred epaulets: Senior Prophet, Apostle of Fire, Master of the Mind of the Church, Arch-Apostle, and others. Each title is phrased so as not to glorify Christ, but to glorify themselves.

These individuals put on performances and acts that seem spiritual but are nothing more than psychological manipulation and trickery on stage. They shift their tactics from place to place, accommodating the culture and expectation of the locals by adapting their performance. They are not motivated by God's sheep but to prey on them—draining their wealth, manipulating their minds, and stealing their spiritual freedom.

As a result, God's sheep—the church—are trapped in deception. Some of them cannot tell whether these shepherds are true or wolves in disguise. Others live in fear of questioning these leaders for fear of going against God Himself. Those bought by Christ with His blood are trapped in deception, power, and lies.

This book has come into being out of that weighty burden. It is dedicated to individuals who are vexed, confused, and wanting to get it straight. It is written to pastors, teachers, and church leaders as well who would be delighted to protect their folk from deceptiveness and make them strong in truth.

Here we will examine the psychology of false prophets—what they think, what they aim to do, how they work. We will trace their activity in biblical times, through church history, and down to our own time. But above all, we will constantly refer back to the Word of God, which speaks both the warning and the remedy.

May this book equip the body of Christ to discern between truth and falsehood, stand firm in faith, and return to the one and only Shepherd—Jesus Christ, who testified, "I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep" (John 10:11).
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Introduction
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The rise of pseudo-prophets was not always new, but in our time it has been unprecedented. In almost every town and city, wherever the church congregates, one cannot fail to find a plethora of people who act in God's name. Some call themselves prophets, apostles, or miracle ministers; others invent such titles as "Arch-Prophet" or "Visionary of Nations." Theirs seems to be virtually the same as the assembly of believers.

They are not empty-handed. They come bearing signs, promises, and acting. They have gatherings that bring people to tears and command attention. They proclaim visions, they say, "Thus says the Lord," and promise blessings in exchange for obedience and dollars. Their message is saturated with enough Scripture to sound credible, but their lives resound with ambition, greed, and deceit.

The tragedy is that millions of good Christians get deceived by them. Why? Because these con men understand people's psychology. They understand fear, hope, desperation, and a desire for miracles. They understand how to make themselves the only gateway to God's blessing, and how to employ guilt to tie people to them.

This book wants to uncover both the psychological and biblical roots of such deception. We will examine:

• Who are false prophets, and why do they choose this lifestyle?

• What are the psychological means through which they trap the hearts of believers?

• Why do believers continue to follow them even after they have been abused and corrupted?

• How has this problem grown over the course of church history, from the Bible onwards?

• And most importantly, what is God's response to His people in this era of deception?

Our study will continue in five parts:

1. How to identify the false prophet—their identity, ambition, and attitude.

2. Why and how individuals become entrapped in their deception, and how they employ fear and hope.

3. Learning about the Bible's and church history's sources of spiritual corruption.

4. Unveiling the modern modes of deception used in our era.

5. Offering biblical remedies, solutions, and hope for healing.

God's Word informs us that deception will be common in the end times but that truth will set us free. This book is an wake-up call, to discern and return to Christ, our Shepherd.
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Part I – Getting to Know the False Prophet
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Chapter 1 – The Face Behind the Mask: Who Is a False Prophet?
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Throughout the history of the church, the false prophet has been an ever-present and damaging force. In the Bible, God consistently warns His people of those who claim to speak for Him but distort the truth for their own gain. In the Old Testament, God declared, "But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in My name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods—that prophet shall die" (Deuteronomy 18:20, New International Version [NIV]). Jeremiah also warned the people of Judah against listening to prophets who "speak visions from their own minds, not from the mouth of the Lord" (Jeremiah 23:16, NIV). Jesus Christ also referred to them as "wolves in sheep's clothing" (Matthew 7:15, NIV) in the New Testament, citing their insidious covering and destructive intent.

Theologically, a false prophet would be someone who takes divine authority without divine authority, warps Scripture to himself, and leads God's people astray from Christ. As Carson (1996) indicates, the danger of false teachers lies not only in what they speak but in the reality that they can disguise themselves as true servants of righteousness. Their words may seem like truth, yet their fruit betrays their rot (Matthew 7:20, NIV).

False prophets are not even revealed to be deceivers themselves; they even take on masks under which they seem trustworthy and holy. They take up the role of healers, claiming to possess miraculous powers for healing disease, but insisting first on the exchange of money. Some impersonate seers, speaking of dreams and secret revelations beyond the lot of others. Others appear as prosperity preachers, promising prosperity and success in exchange for dedication and financial investment. The most evil are likely those who blackmail individuals with fear, threatening curses or spiritual destruction upon anyone questioning their power. Under the covers, however, is the same motivation: domination, power, and wealth over God's people (Warren, 2018).

Psychologically, the majority of counterfeit prophets have characteristics shared by narcissists and manipulative personality disorders. Narcissists require admiration, inflate their self-esteem, and attempt to dominate others by charisma and dominance, according to Twenge and Campbell (2009). Such traits are also found in self-proclaimed prophets who demand lofty titles such as "Arch-Prophet" or "Senior Apostle" and claim to be God's sole mouthpiece. They employ psychological manipulation and know how to tug at emotions, fears, and wants. They have the tendency of victimizing the weak—the poor, the sick, and the desperate—and promising them quick solutions and miraculous treatments and imprisoning them in circles of dependency (Martin, 1997).

The Bible refers to this mental makeup of pseudo-prophets as men driven by greed and ambition. The Apostle Peter warned: "In their greed these teachers will exploit you with made-up tales.". Their judgment has lingered long, and their destruction has not slept" (2 Peter 2:3, NIV). The Apostle Paul also foresaw that "savage wolves will enter among you and will not spare the flock" (Acts 20:29, NIV). These Scriptures establish that deception is not accidental but intentional. False prophets intentionally craft fictions, fabricate miracles, and play tricks with their adherents to accomplish selfish purposes.

One of the main reasons why false prophets thrive is that they connect with human needs for quick solutions. They provide healing without process, wealth without work, and deliverance without repentance. Their teaching is fun but not redemptive, stirs up emotions but fails to yield spiritual maturity. Fee and Stuart (2003) argue that false teachers thrive because they connect with the human need for shortcuts to blessing, bypassing the cost of discipleship. In this, they gain massive followings but divert them away from genuine Christian growth.
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