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O wanderers of the unseen
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who chase whispers in the wind,

who unmasks the mirage

and hear the silence between sacred syllables —

this is for you.

May your hands weave the infinite,

your feet trace the hidden path,

your soul glows like a lantern in the void.

Step through.

from me to YOU
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Editorial Note
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This edition keeps the original contemplative spirit of Nirukta while correcting unsupported claims, clarifying terminology, and making the explanations more consistent from chapter to chapter. Whenever possible, each entry explains what the word commonly means in plain English. Second, it gives a cautious account of the word’s linguistic history. Third, it adds historical, philosophical, or spiritual context without presenting interpretation as settled fact. When a popular explanation is symbolic or traditional rather than philologically certain, it is labeled that way.

Words matter because they shape attention. Religious and philosophical language often carries centuries of argument, ritual, poetry, and misunderstanding within a single term. A careful glossary should therefore do more than decorate a page with beautiful associations: it should help the reader know what a word has meant, how it has changed, and why people still return to it.

This edition is not written to flatten traditions into one universal system. Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hindu traditions, Buddhism, Greek philosophy, and modern psychology do not always mean the same thing when they use apparently similar words. Where traditions differ, that difference is part of the meaning.
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A book of sacred and philosophical vocabulary should do two things at once: it should invite wonder, and it should reward careful reading. Wonder without clarity becomes vagueness. Clarity without wonder becomes sterile. The aim of this manuscript is to hold both together.

Many of the terms in this collection are loaded with devotion, controversy, and centuries of interpretation. Some belong to living ritual traditions. Others have become modern psychological or cultural keywords. Some are ordinary words that become extraordinary when they are placed beside questions of God, self, truth, suffering, love, and liberation.

The entries that follow are therefore not merely dictionary notes. They are attempts to show how language travels. A term can begin as a concrete action, become a theological category, then turn into a personal symbol. Another term can begin as a metaphor and later be mistaken for literal etymology. Still another can be historically precise in one tradition and very loose in popular spirituality. Part of wisdom is learning to hear those differences.

This book does not ask the reader to abandon mystery. It asks the reader to approach mystery honestly. An etymology is not a doctrine. A doctrine is not a universal fact. A symbol is not a historical proof. Yet all three can still matter. When they are kept in their proper place, language becomes not smaller but stronger.

May these pages help the reader speak more carefully, think more deeply, and discern more clearly.
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Alcohol
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Meaning. In ordinary modern English, alcohol usually refers to ethanol or to beverages that contain ethanol. In chemistry, however, alcohol also names a broader class of organic compounds that contain one or more hydroxyl groups.

Etymology. The English word comes through Medieval Latin and New Latin from Arabic al-kuhul or al-kuḥl, originally referring to powdered antimony or kohl used as an eye cosmetic. The word later widened in European alchemical usage to mean a fine powder, a distilled essence, and eventually the intoxicating spirit in wine and liquor. The common claim that it comes from ancient Greek is not secure.

Context. Alchemists often spoke of distillation as the extraction of a thing’s “spirit” or “essence.” That symbolism helps explain why alcohol acquired mystical associations, but “soul extraction” is an interpretive overlay, not the literal origin of the word. A responsible glossary should keep the chemistry, the history, and the symbolism distinct.
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Meaning. An altar is a place of offering: a table, stone, or raised structure used for sacrifice, worship, prayer, memorialization, or sacramental action.

Etymology. English altar comes from Latin altare through Old English and Old French forms. Scholars often connect altare with Latin adolere, “to burn up” or “to sacrifice by burning,” while later associations with altus, “high,” likely reinforced the image of an elevated sacred place.

Context. Historically, altars served as sites where a community approached the divine through offerings. In Christianity the altar became central to Eucharistic worship. In many contemporary spiritual practices, a personal altar may function less as a sacrificial site than as a visual center for prayer, remembrance, gratitude, or intention. The core idea that remains across these uses is concentration: an altar gathers attention and directs it.

The common themes include:

1. A Place of Offering and Sacrifice:

• Historically, altars were sites where offerings - such as food, incense, or animals - were made to gods, spirits, or ancestors as a sign of devotion, gratitude, or appeasement.

• In Christianity, the altar symbolizes Christ’s ultimate sacrifice and serves as the focal point for the Eucharist.

2. Connection Between Earth and Heaven:

• The altar is often seen as a bridge or portal between the physical and spiritual realms. It is a sacred space where prayers, blessings, and energies are focused and transmitted.

• In many traditions, the altar’s elevated position represents humanity’s aspiration to connect with higher spiritual forces.

3. Symbol of Transformation:

• The act of placing something on an altar (e.g., offerings, prayers, or intentions) often symbolizes transformation or purification. It represents the surrendering of the self or earthly desires for spiritual growth or divine guidance.

4. Sacred Space in Modern Practices:

• In modern spirituality, personal altars are created as places of meditation, reflection, and intention-setting. They are often adorned with meaningful objects like candles, crystals, sacred texts, and photographs to create a connection with the divine or the universe.

5. Ritual and Community:

• In communal settings, altars are central to collective worship and rituals, symbolizing unity and shared devotion.

• In ancestor veneration practices (e.g., in Hinduism, Shinto, or Day of the Dead traditions), the altar serves as a space to honor and remember those who came before.
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Meaning. Babylon is first the name of the ancient Mesopotamian city. In later religious and literary language it also becomes a symbol of imperial power, exile, pride, moral corruption, and confusion.

Etymology. In the Hebrew Bible the city is commonly rendered Bavel or Babel (בבל). English Babylon is the later Greek and Latin form of the same placename. For that reason, it is misleading to say that “Babylon does not appear” in Hebrew scripture; rather, the English form Babylon corresponds to Hebrew Bavel/Babel.

Context. In Genesis, Babel becomes a story about human ambition and linguistic scattering. In prophetic and apocalyptic literature, Babylon becomes a figure for oppressive world order. Modern readers sometimes extend that symbolism inward, using “Babylon” to name the disordered city of the psyche. That can be a meaningful meditation, but it should be presented as a symbolic reading, not as the historical meaning of the biblical word.



Anutpanna, aniruddha: neither born nor annihilated,

Amala, avimala: neither blemished nor immaculate,

Anūna, aparipūrṇa: neither deficient nor overfilled.

We must destroy Babylon the Great, the mother of all fornication and abominations of the Earth. Obviously, Babylon is our psychological city, populated by the psychic aggregates that we carry within our interior.

Samael Aun Weor
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Meaning. To believe is to accept something as true, to place trust in a person, or to hold a conviction that guides action.

Etymology. English believe comes from Old English forms such as belyfan and is related to a Germanic root carrying the sense of holding something dear, trustworthy, or worthy of confidence. The history of the word therefore includes both assent and trust.

Context. In religion and philosophy, belief is not always the same as knowledge. One can believe on testimony, on authority, on probability, or on lived conviction. Many spiritual traditions value belief as a beginning but place greater emphasis on transformation, practice, or realization. A mature account of belief should therefore distinguish trust, opinion, creed, and direct knowing.



Don’t believe.

KNOW.

The only way to KNOW is to experience things directly.

Trust your inner source.

from me to YOU

You cannot believe in God until you believe in yourself.

S. Vivekananda
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Meaning. A blessing is an act, word, or state through which good is invoked, conferred, recognized, or celebrated.

Etymology. English bless and blessing come from Old English blētsian. The word is traditionally linked to consecration and may preserve an early association with blood rites. In Christian and later English usage, it was also shaped by Latin benedicere, “to speak well of” or “to bless.”
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