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When I got home from school, I threw myself onto the sofa and relished the feeling of freedom. I was in 11th grade and was wondering what I would do during the two weeks I had off for spring break. 

Then I heard a quick knock at the door. I slowly got up to open the door, not wanting to leave my relaxation and then-

“Teal!” I exclaimed. “What are you doing here?” He was dressed in a silver outfit and had a bright star-shaped badge. 

“I came to visit,” he replied. “It’s been a long time since we last saw each other.”

He was right. Over a year had passed since we’d last met. It made sense, though, since he was from another planet.

He stepped towards me and I drew him into a hug. A moment later we split apart. 

“Come on in!” I told him. “I want to hear all about your adventures!” I grabbed his hand and pulled him into the living room. 

*

[image: ]


WE SAT DOWN ON THE sofa side by side. I noticed that I was still holding his hand and immediately let go. 

“So how’s your family?” I asked him. 

“Great,” he said. “Life is good at our new home. If it weren’t for you who discovered the Planetary Society, we’d all be dead.”

“Yeah, that was a tough deal,” I agreed, “but I’m glad you like your new home.”

“How have you been?” he asked.

“Good,” I told him. “I’m studying astronomy. But right now I have two weeks off of school. You came at the right time.”

“Why don’t we do something fun during these two weeks?” he asked. “Do you want to come visit my Earth?”

“I’d love to,” I jumped up in excitement.

*
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AS I GAZED OUT THE window at Saturn’s beauty, my mind wandered over to last year’s adventures. I thought of the day when I first met Teal. I hardly noticed when Teal glanced at me, looked away, and then looked back at me.

“Have you gone on any dates?” Teal blurted out. I turned fast and my mouth dropped open.

“No,” I hesitated, not wanting him to know that I hadn’t been on any.

“Me neither,” he said. 
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