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Ben Pumble: The earnest, well-meaning protagonist from Oakhaven. He is physically clumsy and lacks conventional “cop” skills but possesses an unwavering moral code, profound sincerity, and an obsession with bureaucracy and documentation. He rises from a failed police applicant to the respected Chief of Compliance for the town.

Main Supporting Characters

Chief Bob “Bobby” Beauregard: The original, aging Chief of the Oakhaven Police Department. A pragmatic, peace-loving man who prefers quiet over justice and eventually becomes Ben's mentor and friend, recognizing his unique value to the town. He later retires to Florida but returns part-time.

Mayor Thompson: The long-standing Mayor of Oakhaven. He is primarily concerned with town liability, lawsuits, and “the optics” of any situation. He fears litigation more than anything and is always seen with a clipboard.

Mayor Henderson: The primary antagonist from the rival town of Peach Pit. A slick, ambitious politician who represents conventional efficiency and is later defeated by Ben's unconventional approach in a mayoral challenge.

Recurring Townspeople

Mrs. Gable: A recurring, eccentric citizen of Oakhaven. She is the owner of Chairman Meow (the tree cat) and Sir Reginald (the garden gnome), and is an ardent supporter of Ben Pumble's methods.

Kyle (Mayor's Son): A local teenager who first appears as a graffiti suspect. He is won over by Ben's kindness and cookies, and later works part-time at the police station, becoming a disciplined assistant under the Pumble Protocol.

Henny Penny: The notorious, fluffy white chicken who repeatedly defies municipal code. She becomes a mascot for the town's unique way of life and is the deciding factor in the final mayoral duel.

Barry the Barber: A hot-headed town resident prone to arguments, particularly with the mail carrier, over traffic and haircuts.

Mr. Henderson (Mail Carrier): A man who values the sanctity of his postal route and gets into frequent disputes with the barber.

Old Man Hemlock: A curmudgeonly resident known for his dangerously elaborate, high amperage Christmas light displays.

Aunt Petunia: Ben's unseen aunt, who provides a continuous supply of snickerdoodles used for community outreach and interrogation.

External Authority Figures

Dr. Miller: The tired, chain smoking psychologist who administers Ben's initial psychological exam, finding him “incompatible with reality.”

Mr. Henderson (State Auditor): A stern, by-the-book auditor who suffers an anxiety attack due to the hat wearing chicken incident. He is won over by Ben's meticulous documentation and later approves the “Compliance Officer” position.

Ms. Finch: A formidable head auditor from the state who threatens Oakhaven's merger but is ultimately convinced by Ben's data-driven approach to community engagement.
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Oakhaven, Georgia, USA. 2003. Early evening. The air was thick and humid, smelling of evening pine and slow-burning civic patience. The town's single yellow blinking light pulsed with a rhythmic, irritating predictability.

Below a giant oak tree, the town’s only police cruiser, a rusted 1994 Crown Vic affectionately known as 'The Duchess', idled. Chief Bob Beauregard, age sixty-four, leaned against the hood, methodically chewing on a toothpick. He was staring up at a fat gray tabby cat named 'Chairman Meow', who stared back, utterly unimpressed with the authority the Chief represented.

Mayor Thompson paced nearby, clipboard clutched to his chest like a shield against liability.

“It is seventy four hours, Bobby,” the mayor griped, his voice tight with anxiety. “Seventy four hours that feline has been in blatant violation of gravity and basic common sense.”

Chief Bob did not look away from the cat. “He ain't breaking no law sitting in that tree, Mayor. It's a private tree. The law is silent on high altitude feline loitering.”

“The owner, Mrs. Gable, is threatening an emotional distress lawsuit!” The mayor stopped pacing, pointing a frantic finger toward the branches. “She said her blood pressure is 'off the charts'! We need a resolution! We need a second officer. Someone vigorous. Someone who can climb a danged tree!”

A faint whirring sound of bicycle tires cut through the quiet evening.
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