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Prologue: The Dawn That Has Yet to Arrive
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Even now, as I begin to carve these words into the page, I am living that dawn once again.

Four-twelve AM.

The moment the air in the hospital room grew infinitesimally heavy. My father’s breath stretched out for one long, tapering second, and then—it simply stopped. That cessation was not a sound; it was the sound of sound disappearing. Only the mechanical beep-beep of the monitor remained to scrape against the silence. In that hollow space, I felt my father’s final warmth still lingering in my palm. And simultaneously, I felt that warmth already beginning to drift away.

Since that day, I have rewound that scene countless times. Sometimes by choice, sometimes in the theater of my dreams, and often for no reason at all. Knowing the ending by heart, I still find myself hurling the same question into the dark: “After that silence, where did he go?”
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