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Praise for the Gettysburg Handbook and Insider’s Travel Guide
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“Don’t go to Gettysburg without reading this Insiders’ Guide!”
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“Great book to have before you go to visit Gettysburg.”
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“Great guide and informative text. A must have for visitors to Gettysburg, regardless of how many times you’ve been there.”
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“I rated this highly because every one of the suggested spots that we hit was a real winner. Just great.” 
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“Awesome, Accurate and easy to use!!!!!”

Enjoy Reading Civil War Fiction?

Other Books by Jessica James

The Epic Civil War Serial Series Shades of Gray:
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DUTY BOUND (Vol 1)

HONOR BOUND (Vol 2)

GLORY BOUND (Vol 3)

FULL SERIES of SHADES OF GRAY (Vol 1-3)
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OTHER AWARD-WINNING HISTORICAL FICTION

THE LION OF THE SOUTH

ABOVE AND BEYOND

LIBERTY AND DESTINY

SHADES OF GRAY (Original)
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SUSPENSE/THRILLERS

​​​PRESIDENTIAL ADVANTAGE

​DEADLINE (Phantom Force I)

FINE LINE (Phantom Force 2)

FRONT LINE (Phantom Force 3)

PROTECTING ASHLEY

MEANT TO BE
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WOMEN’S FICTION

LACEWOOD
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www.jessicajamesbooks.com

Help Me Keep This Guide Up To Date

Every effort is made by the author to make this guide accurate and as useful as possible. However, changes can occur.

I would love to hear from you concerning your experience with this guide and how you feel it could be improved.

You may email me at writefromthepast@yahoo.com with the Subject Line: Gettysburg Handbook

Thank you in advance for your input and Happy Travels to Gettysburg! 

Jessica James

Gettysburg Visitors’ Handbook and Insider’s Travel Guide

Copyright 2023 Jessica James

https://pastlanetravels.com/

All rights reserved, including the right to reproduce this book, or portions thereof, in any form.
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Introduction
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Planning your first trip to Gettysburg?

Or maybe you’re a veteran visitor who has visited dozen of times.

Regardless, this book was written to help reveal things you may not know about this historic town and to help steer newcomers toward the things that most interest them.

As a life-long Gettysburg resident, I want to ensure that your trip to Gettysburg is interesting, informative and entertaining—and I also hope that you will be inspired to want to learn more!

Let me be clear... this book is not a complete guide to the town—and it is definitely not a source for history buffs who want to study the battlefield.

Rather, this book is designed to answer general questions, provide an overview of the area, and point out things that you won’t find anywhere else.

For instance, unlike other Gettysburg Travel Guides, this book tells you things like:

• Where to find the lowest gas prices

• What you can do in Gettysburg for Free

• The best times to visit Gettysburg

• Where the locals go to eat

• How to avoid downtown traffic

• What monuments you MUST see for their artistic value

• What monuments you SHOULD see because of hidden stories

I hope I answer ALL of your questions before your visit, but let me make some recommendations as well.

Make sure you visit Destination Gettysburg and the Gettysburg Foundation websites. (Links in this book). They both have great itinerary’s and up-to-date event calendars for your visit.

I’ve provided a lot of hints and suggestions, along with links to click if you want to learn more. You won’t find a lot of in-depth details, but you will find hidden gems about things you probably never thought about when planning your trip.

I hope you enjoy reading this book and more importantly, that you have an enjoyable time in Gettysburg.

I do answer my emails, so if you have a suggestion—good or bad—feel free to contact me. (writefromthepastATyahoo.com)

Best Wishes and Happy Travels!

Jessica James

“In a place like Gettysburg, the visitor—the native for that matter—may easily become absorbed in the three days of conflict, forgetting that history was also made here in quiet lives, on farms and village streets, through a century before the battle, through a century after it.”

– President Dwight D. Eisenhower
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Welcome To Gettysburg!
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Your journey starts here...

Gettysburg is a small town of less than 8,000 residents that draws more than a million visitors each year. This number rose to more than three million in 2013 when the 150th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg was observed.

The town is a unique blend of past and present, a place where cars and 18-wheelers use the same roads as pedestrians and horse-drawn carriages. For that reason, it’s good to have an idea about where you’re going and what you want to do before your visit to Gettysburg.

Despite the influx of tourists, Gettysburg maintains its small-town ambience, with pubs, restaurants, unique shops and boutiques.

Though by no means all-encompassing, this booklet highlights some attractions that are recommended by “a local,” as well as information visitors may find useful in getting around and figuring out what to see.

This is not a tour guide to the battlefield, but rather a guide to the town and surrounding area. 

There is a plethora of information, maps, guides and tours for those interested in the Battle of Gettysburg and exploring the battlefield.

For the most detailed information and updated event schedule, visit Destination Gettysburg and request a copy of their Visitors Guide.

Another great starting point is the Gettysburg Foundation, which provides up-to-date event information as well as videos of the Battlefield.

This book will help you make your trip to Gettysburg one of the most memorable vacations you will ever take. 

If you have limited time, this book is even more important, and if you’re on a tight budget, keep reading. There are lots of things to do in Gettysburg that are free.

*****
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Adams County Statistics

Av. Max. Temperature: 74.8 degrees F

Av. Min. Temperature: 32.2 degrees F

Average Snowfall: 32.2 inches

County Population: 103,852 (2020)

Gettysburg Population: 7,106 (2020)
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The Best Time To Visit Gettysburg
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Gettysburg is a popular tourist destination, so a common question is “When is the best time to visit Gettysburg?”

The short answer is that there is no one perfect time to visit Gettysburg. Every season has its own unique charms, attractions—and perhaps a few drawbacks.

However, if you’re looking for the best combination of weather and events, here is some advice from a local about the best times to visit Gettysburg.

Spring In Gettysburg

Late March through May is one of the best times to visit the Gettysburg battlefield because of the beauty and majesty of spring in southcentral Pennsylvania. Pear trees are planted on most of downtown Gettysburg’s sidewalks, and the beauty of the white flowery blooms is truly stunning.

Lincoln Square in downtown Gettysburg is also beautifully landscaped with red and white tulips to make a spectacular splash of color.

Of course, the weather is also warming up, with temperatures ranging from the low 50s to high 70s.

March is an “iffy” month in Gettysburg that can bring lots of rain and wind. On the other hand, it can be just warm enough to be quite comfortable for sightseeing and exploring.

The area surrounding Gettysburg is often neglected by tourists, but apple, peach and cherry tree orchards spread for miles over rolling hills just north and west of town.

When in bloom, the trees provide endless photo opportunities, so if you enjoy taking a drive out into the country and seeing nature’s beauty, Spring may be the best time to visit Gettysburg for you.

As the temperatures rise, hotel room rates begin to climb and the tourist attractions get a bit more crowded, but both are still reasonable in the Spring.

Pro Tip: The weather can change from day-to-day and from sunup to sundown, so pack layers of clothing.

The Gettysburg Bluegrass Festival is a key event in both May and August that takes place at the Granite Hill Campground. Some of the biggest names in Bluegrass play over the four-day festival, making these months great times to visit Gettysburg.

Pros Of Visiting Gettysburg In The Spring


	The crowds are thinner

	Weather is cooler than the hot summer months and scenery is beautiful for photographs

	Hotels are slightly cheaper



Cons Of Visiting Gettysburg In The Spring

	The weather is unpredictable and can be quite chilly


Visiting Gettysburg In The Summer

Many people think the summer months of June, July and August make the best time to visit the Gettysburg battlefield for a number of reasons.

Peak tourist season in Gettysburg begins in May with many school trips and runs until September when most schools have started again.

Visitors can take advantage of the warmer weather, as well as a wide array of different activities that aren’t offered during the other seasons, which is why many people say that summer is the best time to visit Gettysburg.

The anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg is July 1, 2 and 3 (1863) so the Fourth of July holiday is one of the busiest and most crowded weekends.

Temperatures range from the low 60s to mid-80s and can go well up into the 90s in July and the first part of August.

Many visitors, however, are not aware of how hot and humid Gettysburg can be. The high humidity can make it very uncomfortable for those who do not tolerate heat well (like me), so make sure you stay hydrated and wear comfortable, light clothing.

You will also want to carry plenty of water with you and carry a good insolated water bottle like this heavy duty stainless steel metal canteen.

If you enjoy hiking and walking the battlefields, then a cooling towel that wraps around your neck is definitely a good idea. I use one when horseback riding in hot weather and it really helps!

For those who don’t mind crowds and warm weather, the summer months are jam-packed with special events and opportunities to witness history.

Civil War historians and living history re-enactors offer demonstrations at the Gettysburg National Park Visitor Center, and The Gettysburg Museum offers special talks and author book signings.

To commemorate the anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg, a Civil War re-enactment is held at the Daniel Lady Farm each year, which is another reason why summer is considered the best time to visit Gettysburg.

This event features tours of the Lady house and barn which were both used as Civil War hospitals and lots of demonstrations.

There are lots of other tours in Gettysburg that run throughout the year, but they’re more enjoyable on a warm summer evening.

You don’t have to be a Civil War buff to book a Savory Foodie Tour or an American Brew Tour.

The summer months are also a great time to line up a ghost tour. (Although ghost tours run all year, so don’t worry if you’re visiting earlier or later in the year).

As far as hotels, you’ll want to make your reservations well advance—especially if you want to visit Gettysburg the first week in July. Expect to pay a little more for hotels for this peak season as well.

Pros Of Visiting Gettysburg In The Summer


	The annual Battle of Gettysburg re-enactment which draws hundreds of re-enactors

	Lots of living history events through the National Park Service

	Weather is warm



Cons Of Visiting Gettysburg In The Spring


	Weather may be “too” warm

	More crowded than at other times of the year

	Hotel prices are at their peak



Fall Can Be The Best Time To Visit Gettysburg

My personal favorite time to visit the Gettysburg Battlefield is the fall months of September, October or November.

The high humidity is gone by this time, and since kids are back in school, the crowds dwindle a bit as well.

The overall weather for exploring is spectacular with temperatures in the high 50s to low 70s and brilliant blue skies.

You can’t beat the carnival of color the trees display as they their leaves turn gold, yellow and red in the late fall.

These cooler days make it a great time to book a Gettysburg horseback tour of the battlefield or take a carriage ride through downtown Gettysburg.

Of course, Halloween falls into this time of year and there are plenty of haunted sites to visit in Gettysburg. In fact, it’s considered one of the most haunted places in the United States!

You can book a walking ghost tour, a small group ghost investigation or just take a self-guided ghost tour so you can go at your own pace.

In addition, Fall is harvest time. You can find everything from fresh apples, apple cider, pumpkins, wine and farmers markets complete with home-baked items.

Many local orchards also allow you to pick your own.

And perhaps the best time to visit Gettysburg in the Fall is in November for Remembrance Day Weekend. (See below). This is Gettysburg’s best kept secret and why it is the best time to visit Gettysburg.
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