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            Acts 1:8, You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
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Preface
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Shalom and God bless you in your journey of faith. Acts is an action-packed, fast-moving narrative of the first century Christian Church between 33 to 60 AD. This a sequel to the Gospel of Luke. This book will take you on an incredible journey with Peter, Paul and other first century disciples from Rome to Jerusalem, Samaria, Libya, Joppa, Caesarea Maritima, Damascus, Antioch Syria, Cyprus, Lystra, Iconium, Derbe, Antioch Pisidia, Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, and back to Rome. Along the way you will experience the amazing miracles and hear the sermons and testimonies that led to the birth of the first century Christian Church. You will also come across many firsts in Acts, such as the first miracle, first sermon, first Christian martyr, first Gentile convert, first European Christian convert, and Antioch—the city where the disciples were first called Christians.

At the heart of it all is the Christ-centered, Holy Spirit-enabled, exciting, and life-changing story of Paul’s amazing conversion and subsequent missionary journeys. Paul was mobbed in Jerusalem, jailed at Caesarea Maritima, shipwrecked at Malta, and jailed again in Rome. If you enjoyed watching the Bible miniseries, you will be captivated by the stories in Acts. This book is a must-read for anyone interested in the history of the Christian Church and its impact on the world. Get ready for an incredible adventure and be prepared to be inspired and challenged to live your life in obedience to God's will. Read Acts and discover its life-transforming power!

I wish to dedicate this book to my beloved wife, Wai Yin, my sons, Joseph, Joshua, Joel, my daughters-in-law, Renee, Tina, Angelina, my grandsons Isaac, Benjamin, Daniel, Josiah, Jonathan, my granddaughters Giselle, Katherine, Annabelle, Isabelle and Kristabelle. I wished to thank Archbishop Ng Moon Hing, Anglican Archbishop of Southeast Asia for his kind support and encouragement.
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Dr. Koh writes in my opinion a condensed commentary. The scripture is there, plus a synopsis of the verse or verses. He supplies an application a!ong with thought provoking questions. We are looking forward to reading more of his books., Nana H.

This is an interesting take on the exploration of early history from the Bible. The author recounts the activities of the apostles and other events that happened during this historical period. The book is divided into 28 chapters, making it easy to follow and study. I found this to be a nice supplement to my Bible, Lee.

I found the book to be a great study guide and a great time to reflect on my life and path. I would recommend this book to anyone wanting a deeper understanding of faith and the early church that is found in Acts., Kevin Booker.

This is an educational journey in the Book of Acts as only Dr. Koh can so brilliantly explain. A good book, Rowan E Creech.

A very informative read about the travels of Peter and Paul, two Apostles who greatly influenced Christian teachings. Those amazing miracles and sermons help us to think differently about our lives, J Sharmani.

Take a chance to step out of our tightly conservative view of the church and follow along with Luke, Peter, Paul, and others as they journey through the world of the first Jewish Christian believers, PAR.

This book of the Bible is about the works that Jesus did up to and after his resurrection, and the results of these things done by him. Written by a Gentile doctor, Luke, it is a book about the start of many things, T Townsend.

This book is a very readable study of the Bible's book of Acts. The book that tells the story of the earliest years of the church. It includes the Bible text of Acts plus useful background information. J E Swindle.
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Introduction to Acts
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Author, Genre, Dates, Setting

The author of Acts is Luke a physician, a disciple, and traveling companion of the Apostle Paul. Acts can be considered as the Gospel of Luke volume 2 because it continued the story of the Gospel of Luke. Scholars believed that Luke wrote Acts in Rome in the second half of the first century AD, back-to-back with the Gospel of Luke. Luke wrote the Book of Acts for a mysterious person called Theophilus, tracing the history of the first-century church from AD 33-62.

Themes

The resurrection of Christ, impartation of the Holy Spirit, evangelisation of the Gospel from Jerusalem to Rome, to Jews and Gentiles. Acts had a lot of first, first Christian church, first sermon, first miracle, the first Christian martyr, first Christian burial, Antioch, where the disciples were first called Christians, first missionary journey, the first European Christian convert, etc. watch out for all the “firsts” in the Book of Acts. 

Outline

Acts 1: 1-26, Greetings

Acts 2: 1-47, Pentecost

Acts 3: 1-26, Rise up and walk

Acts 4: 1-47, Persecution, arrest, earth-shattering prayer 

Acts 5: 1-42, Saved by an angel

Acts 6: 1-15, Growing pains

Acts 7: 1-60, Expository preaching, first Christian martyr

Acts 8: 1-40, Gospel to Samaria

Acts 9: 1-43, Damascus Road conversion

Acts 10:1-48, Gospel to Caesarea 

Acts 11:1-30, Revival in Antioch 

Acts 12:1-25, Saved by an angel

Acts 13:1-52, First missionary journey, Part 1

Acts 14:1-28, First missionary journey, Part 2

Acts 15:1-40, Paul’s second missionary journey

Acts 16:1-40, earth-shattering worship

Acts 17:1-34, to an unknown god. 

Acts 18:1-28, Concluding Paul’s second missionary journey

Acts 19:1-41, Paul’s third missionary journey

Acts 20:1-38, Raising a dead man to life 

Acts 21:1-40  Mobbed at Jerusalem

Acts 22:1-30, Sharing testimony to a mob

Acts 23:1-35, Trial before Sanhedrin

Acts 24:1-27, Trial before Felix

Acts 25:1-27, Trial before Festus 

Acts 26:1-32, Sharing the gospel to a King 

Acts 27:1-44, Shipwrecked in Malta

Acts 28:1-31, To Rome at last

Application

The Holy Spirit empowered the apostles and disciples to perform miracles, signs, and wonders in Acts.  The Holy Spirit transformed ordinary men and woman in the first-century church who were timid and fearful to rise up to the occasion and become as bold as a lion to fulfil their God-ordained destiny. 

Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for taking us on this journey of faith in the Book of Acts through the eyes of Luke. We pray for the anointing of the Holy Spirit, to teach, correct, convict, train, revive, mould, renew, and transform us into Your image, in Jesus' name, Amen.
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Chapter 1

Acts 1: Greetings
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Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for enabling us to start this journey of faith from Jerusalem to Judea, Samaria, and Rome, through the eyes of Paul’s disciple and traveling companion, Luke. Help us travel with Luke and follow the footsteps of Apostle Paul from Jerusalem to Rome. Help us to fasten our seat belts in anticipation of turbulence, drama, and excitement along the way, in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Verses 1-3, 1 The first book I wrote, Theophilus, concerned all that Jesus began both to do and to teach, 2 until the day in which he was received up, after he had given commandment through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 To these he also showed himself alive after he suffered, by many proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days, and speaking about God’s Kingdom. 

Reflection

Luke wrote the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts to someone called Theophilus. Theophilus is a Greek word that means lover of God. Luke did not say anything more about the identity of Theophilus. A lot of speculations had been suggested in the literature concerning the identity of Theophilus. The resurrected Christ appeared to His disciples and to 500 other disciples for 40 days until His ascension. 

1 Corinthians 15:6, “Then he appeared to over five hundred brothers at once, most of whom remain until now, but some have also fallen asleep.’’

Reflection

Verses 4-8, 4 Being assembled together with them, he commanded them, “Don’t depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which you heard from me. 5 For John indeed baptized in water, but you will be baptized in the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 Therefore when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, are you now restoring the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It isn’t for you to know times or seasons which the Father has set within his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you. You will be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth.”

Reflection

The Lord instructed His disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit. On the timing of His second coming, the Lord replied that this was a secret that only the Father knew. The disciples would receive power to be His witnesses. Greek for witness is “martus,” which means martyr. 

Verses 9-11,9 When he had said these things, as they were looking, he was taken up, and a cloud received him out of their sight. 10 While they were looking steadfastly into the sky as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white clothing, 11 who also said, “You men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who was received up from you into the sky, will come back in the same way as you saw him going into the sky.”

Reflection

The disciples witnessed the ascension of the Lord at the Mount of Olives. Two angels told the disciples to wait for the return of the Lord in the same place, Zechariah 14:4. Since then, we have waited for 2000 years for the second coming of Christ and we are still waiting

Zechariah14:4,”His feet will stand in that day on the Mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, making a very great valley. Half of the mountain will move toward the north, and half of it toward the south.”

Reflection

Verses 12-14, 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mountain called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had come in, they went up into the upper room where they were staying; that is Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord continued steadfastly in prayer and supplication, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.

Reflection

A Sabbath day’s walk is 2/3rd of a mile. The 11 disciples, Mary, the mother of Jesus, the other women, and Jesus’ half-brothers returned to the upper room to wait. 

Verses 15-19, 15 In these days, Peter stood up in the middle of the disciples (and the number of names was about one hundred twenty), and said, 16 “Brothers, it was necessary that this Scripture should be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who was guide to those who took Jesus. 17 For he was counted with us, and received his portion in this ministry. 18 Now this man obtained a field with the reward for his wickedness, and falling headlong, his body burst open, and all his intestines gushed out. 19 It became known to everyone who lived in Jerusalem that in their language that field was called ‘Akeldama,’ that is, ‘The field of blood.’

Reflection

Peter addressed the 120 disciples in the upper room and quoted Psalm 41:9. King David prophesied about Judas Iscariot’s betrayal of the Lord, 1000 years before Christ. Judas Iscariot bought the field of blood with the 30 pieces of silver. He fell into this field of Blood and his intestines burst opened. 

Psalm 41:9, ‘’Yes, my own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, who ate bread with me, has lifted up his heel against me.”

Reflection

Verses 20- 26, 20 For it is written in the book of Psalms, ‘Let his habitation be made desolate. Let no one dwell in it;’ Psalm 69:25, and, ‘Let another take his office,’ Psalm 109:8. 21 “Of the men therefore who have accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John, to the day that he was received up from us, of these one must become a witness with us of his resurrection.” 23 They put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24 They prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all men, show which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take part in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas fell away, that he might go to his own place.” 26 They drew lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was counted with the eleven apostles.

Reflection

Peter quoted Psalm 69:25. The apostles prayed and drew lot to replace Judas Iscariot and they selected Matthias. Matthias became the 12th apostle in the place of Judas Iscariot. Matthias had been with the Lord from His baptism until His ascension.

Psalm 69:25, “Let their habitation be desolate, and none dwell in their tents.”

Proverb 16:33, ‘’The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from Yahweh.” 

Application

Jesus died, was buried, rose from the dead, ascended to Heaven, and will return to earth, according to the scripture. This is Good News of the Gospel message that we should preach to non-Christians. 

Prayer

Heavenly Father, we thank You for speaking to us from the Book of Acts. Thank You that Jesus rose from the dead, ascended to Heaven, and will return to earth again in His second coming, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Chapter 2

Acts 2: Pentecost
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Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You today as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to You, as this is our spiritual act of worship. We give You our full attention, hearts, and minds, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Verses 1-4, 1 Now when the day of Pentecost had come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 Suddenly there came from the sky a sound like the rushing of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3 Tongues like fire appeared and were distributed to them, and one sat on each of them. 4 They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other languages, as the Spirit gave them the ability to speak. 

Reflection

Pentecost is 50 days after Easter. On Pentecost, The Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples. A sound and a wind came from Heaven and tongues of fire sat upon each one of them. The Holy Spirit indwelled everyone and they spoke in tongues.

.   

Verses 5-13, 5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under the sky. 6 When this sound was heard, the multitude came together and were bewildered, because everyone heard them speaking in his own language. 7 They were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, “Behold, aren’t all these who speak Galileans? 8 How do we hear, everyone in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia, 10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, the parts of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabians: we hear them speaking in our languages the mighty works of God!” 12 They were all amazed, and were perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 Others, mocking, said, “They are filled with new wine.”

Reflection

Jews from Jerusalem and all nations of the first-century world were in the upper room. They were confused because everyone was speaking in another person’s language. They were amazed and astonished. They could not understand what was happening. Some people thought they were drunk with wine. 

Verses 14-21,14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice and spoke out to them, “You men of Judea, and all you who dwell at Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to my words. 15 For these aren’t drunken, as you suppose, seeing it is only the third hour of the day. 16 But this is what has been spoken through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘It will be in the last days, says God, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. Your sons and your daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see visions.

Your old men will dream dreams. 18 Yes, and on my servants and on my handmaidens in those days, I will pour out my Spirit, and they will prophesy. 19 I will show wonders in the sky above, and signs on the earth beneath: blood, and fire, and billows of smoke. 20 The sun will be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood,

before the great and glorious day of the Lord comes. 21 It will be that whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved, Joel 2:28-32.  

Reflection

Peter silenced the crowd saying that nobody was drunk as it was only 9 am. This day was prophesied by prophet Joel. The Holy Spirit had come upon the people and made them speak in foreign tongues and prophesy. He quoted Joel 2: 28-32. Young people would prophesy, and old people would dream dreams. Prophet Joel also prophesied on cosmic events in the Heavens during Christ’s second coming. Everyone who called on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

Joel 2:28, “It will happen afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; and your sons and your daughters will prophesy. Your old men will dream dreams. Your young men will see visions.”

Verses 22-28, 22 “Men of Israel, hear these words! Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved by God to you by mighty works and wonders and signs which God did by him among you, even as you yourselves know, 23 him, being delivered up by the determined counsel and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by the hand of lawless men, crucified and killed; 24 whom God raised up, having freed him from the agony of death, because it was not possible that he should be held by it. 25 For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved. 26 Therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced. Moreover my flesh also will dwell in hope; 27 because you will not leave my soul in Hades, neither will you allow your Holy One to see decay. 28 You made known to me the ways of life. You will make me full of gladness with your presence. Psalm 16:8-11. 

Reflection

Peter gave his opening address to the multitude in the upper room as the spokesman of the apostles. He accused the Jews of crucifying Jesus of Nazareth, but God raised Him from the dead. This was prophesied by King David 1000 years BC in Psalm 16:8-11. 

Psalm 16:8-11, “I have set Yahweh always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. Therefore, my heart is glad, and my tongue rejoices. My body shall also dwell in safety. For, you will not leave my soul in Sheol, neither will you allow your holy one to see corruption. You will show me the path of life. In your presence is fullness of joy. In your right hand there are pleasures forever more.”

Reflection

Verses 29-31, 29 “Brothers, I may tell you freely of the patriarch David, that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, he would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, 31 he foreseeing this spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that his soul wasn’t left in Hades, and his flesh didn’t see decay.

Reflection

Peter delivered his sermon on the day of Pentecost, the birthday of the first-century Christian church.  He quoted 2 Samuel 7:12-13. God promised to King David through the Davidic covenant, that one of his future descendents would become the Messiah.

2 Samuel 7:12-13, “When your days are fulfilled, and you sleep with your fathers, I will set up your offspring after you, who will proceed out of your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He will build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.” 

Verses 32-36, 32 This Jesus God raised up, to which we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted by the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this, which you now see and hear. 34 For David didn’t ascend into the heavens, but he says himself, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit by my right hand 35  until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” Psalm 110:1. 36 “Let all the house of Israel therefore know certainly that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

Reflection

Peter quoted a Messianic Psalm 110:1. Hebrew for LORD is Yahweh. Through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, David prophesied and called his son, Jesus, who was not even born, as Yahweh. 

God raised Jesus from the dead and exalted Him to the highest place in Heaven. Jesus is both Lord and Christ.

Philippians 2:9-10, ‘’Therefore God also highly exalted him, and gave to him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, those on earth, and those under the earth.”

Psalm 110:1, “Yahweh says to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool for your feet.”

Verses 37-39,37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you, and to your children, and to all who are far off, even as many as the Lord our God will call to himself.”

Reflection

The Jews were convicted by Peter’s sermon. They asked Peter what to do. Peter told them to repent of their sins and be baptised in the name of Jesus. Whoever called on the Name of the Lord will be saved. 

Verses 40-42, 40 With many other words he testified, and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation!”41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized. There were added that day about three thousand souls. 42 They continued steadfastly in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and prayer.

Reflection

About 3000 people believed in Jesus and were baptised. They received the Apostle’s teaching, fellowshipped, broke bread, and prayed.  

Verses 43-47, 43 Fear came on every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 44 All who believed were together, and had all things in common. 45 They sold their possessions and goods, and distributed them to all, according as anyone had need. 46 Day by day, continuing steadfastly with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread at home, they took their food with gladness and singleness of heart, 47 praising God, and having favor with all the people. The Lord added to the assembly day by day those who were being saved.
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