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			Dedication

			
		
    Proverbs 27:18. He that keepeth the fig tree shall eat of the fruit thereof: and he that waiteth for his lord shall be honored. As in water the face responds to the face, so the heart of man to man.


If I look into the water, I see the reflection of my own face, not another man's; and if I look into society, I shall probably see men of like mind to my own. How is it that a drunkard always discovers drunks? How is it that lewd men always have a bad opinion of the morality of others? How is it that hypocrites always think other people are hypocrites? Why, because they can see the reflection of their own faces. When a man tells me there is no love in the Church of God, I know it is because he sees his own face and knows there is no love in it. You will generally find that men measure other people's corn with their own bushels. They are sure to deal out to others according to their own measure; and so they unconsciously betray themselves.








— Charles Spurgeon
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Introduction
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When Christians ask about calling, we often mean, "Is God calling me? Is there a specific job, career or type of work?". This is an important question because the work we do is important to God. If the work is important, it makes sense to ask what work God wants us to do.

In the Bible, God calls people, at least some, to specific jobs, and provides all kinds of guidance in their jobs. So, as a preliminary answer, we can say "yes". God directs people to certain jobs, occupations and types of jobs. But in the Bible, the concept of calling goes beyond any particular aspect of life. God calls people to join him in every area of life. This can only happen in response to Christ's call to follow him. The call to follow Christ is the root of all other calls. However, it is important not to confuse the call to follow Christ with the call to be a professional church worker. People from all walks of life are called to follow Christ with equal depth and commitment.

After analyzing the call to follow Christ, we will analyze the call to specific works in light of many biblical passages related to the call. We will show how the cooperative work of the Trinity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit guides and exemplifies our work. We will provide links for further theological exploration of call. In the process, we will look at related topics such as how to discern God's direction at work, the communal nature of calling, the call to ecclesiastical versus non-ecclesiastical work, calls to God's creative and redemptive work beyond the world of work, the importance of how we work in any given area, and the ultimate freedom Christians enjoy in their work environment.
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The Different Handling of the Call of God

Invocation to Unite with Christ and Share in His Work of Redemption in the World
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In the Bible, the word "call" is most often used to refer to belonging to Christ and participating in his redemptive work in the world. This sense of calling is particularly prominent in Paul's letters.

In Romans 1:6

...you are also included, whom Jesus Christ has called.

In Romans 8:28

God arranges all things for the good of those who love him, those who are called according to his purpose.

In 1 Timothy 2:4

[God] wants everyone to be saved and to come to know the truth.

In 2 Corinthians 5:17-20

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, the new has come! All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting its sins against it and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. So we are Christ's ambassadors, as if God were exhorting you through us: "In the name of Christ we beseech you to be reconciled to God".

The call to belong to Christ goes beyond the type of "calling" in the world of work with which this article is primarily concerned. For this reason, it is important to begin our discussion of the call to follow Jesus. It is a call to a renewed relationship with God, with other people and with the world around us. It encompasses the whole of human being and doing. This reminds us that the call to a particular kind of work is secondary to the call to belong to Christ and participate in his redemption of the world.

In particular, our work must be an essential part of our commitment to Christ himself. His work is the basis for creative and productive acts in the universe (John 1:1-3). His redemptive work can occur in every workplace through righteousness, healing, reconciliation, compassion, kindness, humility and patience (Colossians 3:12). The work of redemption is not limited to evangelism, but includes everything necessary to make the world what God always intended it to be. This work of redemption is in harmony with the work of creation, production and maintenance entrusted to mankind by God in the Garden of Eden. The Bible does not say that the work of redemption replaced the work of creation. Both continue and, in general, Christians are commanded to participate in the work of creation and redemption.
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