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Introduction 

What is the key to understanding Bible prophecy? The answer is Israel. 

A large portion of biblical prophecy still awaits its future fulfillment, and the events surrounding Israel stand at the very center of God’s prophetic program. 

The purpose of When the Middle East Blows is to present a chronological overview of the major events foretold in Scripture and to show how these events will unfold in the history of our world. This book seeks to set forth the order of end-time developments and the prophetic scenario that will shape the destiny of the nations. 

This work is not intended to be exhaustive. The prophetic picture is far too vast and detailed to be treated completely in a single volume. Rather, the goal is to provide a clear and biblical framework—one that allows the reader to see the sequence and relationship of the major future events that will determine the direction of the world. 

A second purpose of this book is to encourage readers to study the prophetic Scriptures for themselves. The Word of God is the final authority, and it is the author’s desire that this study will lead to a deeper personal investigation of what God has revealed about the future. 

In addition, attention is given to the present, for the stage is even now being set for the fulfillment of these prophetic events. 

Though not every prophecy can be addressed, the events that are examined are those that most directly affect the course of human history and lead to its divinely appointed climax. 

The book concludes, not with fear, but with hope. Bible prophecy does not leave the believer in uncertainty, but in confidence and joy, grounded in the certainty of God’s sovereign plan. 

Are we living in the days that precede the earth’s final crisis? 

The prophetic Scriptures give a clear and compelling answer. 

Norman Mathers, Ph.D.  

1 

Israel 

The key to understanding future Bible prophecy is Israel.  The prophecy of Daniel holds the divine decreed future for Israel is written in Daniel chapters 8 to 12. I draw our attention to the 9th chapter of Daniel. He was taken as a captive to Babylon in B.C. 605. He served there for some seventy years in the Babylonian world empire and the Persian world empire. It should be remembered that the decreed course of world history from Daniel’s day is found in the first half of the book of Daniel chapters 2 to 7.  In chapters 2 and 7 are the world empires outlined not world powers but nations that would rule the entire world.  The first was Babylon, Medio-Persia, Greece, Rome, the revised Roman empire, and finally Messiah’s kingdom.  The first four of these world Gentile world empires have come and gone. The revised Roman empire is still future. The future of Israel is tied into the revised Roman empire and the world church of the end times. This may be the church centered in Rome or it may be the union of the Roman Catholic church and the Protestant liberal church. 

In Babylon, Daniel was meditating on the prophecy of Jeremiah 25:11-12. The captivity of Israel was decreed for seventy years. At the time that Daniel received this revelation, the 70 years of captivity was about up. The southern kingdom of Judah was taken captive and deported to Babylon in B.C. 586. The background for understanding the 9th chapter of Daniel is the Palestinian covenant of Deuteronomy 30:1-3. God (Yahweh your Elohim) had promised to lift the discipline if Judah repented. Daniel is standing in the place of a mediator. Daniel reminded the Lord God of what he had written (Dan, 9:16-19). His confession and petition are found in this 9th chapter. His prayer was answered, and Gabriel was sent to reveal to Daniel the  

Seventy heptads were decreed for Israel’s future.  A heptad is a period of seven years. The first seven heptads of 49 years were from the decree of Cyrus to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem and the city itself. This decree was issued on the 14th of March, B.C., 445. This decree is found in the Bible in Nehemiah 2;5-8. The next phase was 62 heptads a period of 434 years. This period of 434 years ended when Messiah, Jesus Christ, was cut off referring to Christ’s crucifixion. This leaves one heptad a period of 7 years to be fulfilled in the future Daniel 9:20-26). 

When will this last heptad begin? 

The last period of seven years in God’s divine decree for Israel will begin when the world leader makes a peace covenant with Israel and her neighbors. Why is a permanent lasting peace plan not possible for Israel, the Palestinians, and her Arab neighbors? This has been reserved for the world leader revealed in the book of Daniel as the little horn (Dan.7:20). He is revealed as a king in end time events. Daniel 9:26 speaks of an event future to Daniel’s day and our day. Daniel 9:26 refers to a prince of a particular people. They would destroy Jerusalem and the temple. This people is a reference to Titus and the Romans. They destroyed Jerusalem and the temple in A.D. 70. The prince is a descendant of this people  (Daniel 9:26). He is a Roman, a Gentile, coming out of the fourth world empire, the revised Roman empire future to our day. The revival of the Roman empire is found in Daniel 7:23-24.  This prince comes out of the world empire, Rome (Daniel 7:24). 

The prophecy of the book of Revelation pictures the world church controlling the world leader for a time (Rev.17:3, 9). Rome has long been known to be the city set on seven hills. A deduction can be made that the world church, either the Roman Catholic church or the world church, the union of the Roman Catholic church and the liberal Protestant church, will be involved in the making and implementing of this peace covenant with the world leader (Daniel 9:27, Revelation 17:3, 9). The signing of the peace treaty will begin the last seven years of our world.  

In interaction, this world leader is a Roman, a Gentile, originating out of the revised Roman empire still future to our day. The church could be the Roman Catholic Church, but it could be a union of this church and all liberal Protestant Church. 

2 

The Last World Empire 

As Daniel, the prophet, looked at the future of the world, he saw one last world empire based on the revelation received. This last world empire would rule the world. There is a vast difference between a world power and a world empire. World powers share the world with other countries that are world powers. A world empire has the world stage all to itself. Some world empires have come and gone. These decreed world empires were Babylon, Medio-Persia, Greece, and Rome. However, it was by revelation that Daniel saw one final world empire in Daniel chapters 2 and 7.  As you know, Daniel had been deported to Babylon in B.C. 605. Nebuchadnezzar had besieged Judah.  At the beginning of his prophetic book, Daniel denotes that the Sovereign God of heaven gave the King of Judah and the temple treasures to the conquering King of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 1:1-2).  In Daniel 2, the prophet saw a statue made up of various metals.  It was revealed to Daniel that the fourth kingdom would be a divided kingdom. We know from history that this was Rome. This world empire would be a divided kingdom (Dan. 2:41).  This is evident from the feet and toes of the image. They were part iron and part clay (Daniel 2:4142). The Roman empire split in A.D. 364. Rome was made up of Western Rome and Eastern Rome. Western Rome was ruled from Rome. It ended in A.D.476. The eastern part of Rome was ruled from Constantinople. It ended in A.D. 1453.  

Daniel 2:41-45 

This passage is prophetic.  The text talks about the days of future kings. In this passage of scripture, the permanent setting up and rule of Messiah’s kingdom is found. Both kingdoms have not happened to the present time. The reference to the kings of those days follows the fourth kingdom.  This refers to the revised Roman empire (Daniel 2:44). God’s sovereign rule based on his predetermined decree has and will determine the course of Gentile world prophecy (Daniel 4:35). The certainty of the revised Roman empire is confirmed in the 7th chapter of the prophecy of Daniel. He received further revelation while in Babylon (Daniel 7:1-8, 7:28). Daniel saw the Sovereign God moving history in world empires and their successors. He saw four beasts. One was like a lion. A second beast was like a bear. The third was that of a leopard. The fourth beast was different than the previous three beasts. It stamped and crushed everything in its path (Daniel 7:7). This beast had ten horns (Daniel 7:8). Daniel was thinking as to the meaning of the ten horns (Daniel 7:8). He saw another little horn present between the ten horns (Daniel 7:8). This little horn conquered three of the ten horns (Daniel 7:8). The little horn was unusual. It had the eyes of a man and a mouth speaking swelling words of boast (Daniel 7:8). 

Daniel 7:15-27 

Daniel, the prophet, asked one in the vision as to the meaning of this vision of the four beasts, the ten horns, and the little horn (Daniel 7:16). Daniel was given the interpretation of the vision (Daniel 7:17).  The four beasts were four kings that would arise from the earth (Daniel 7:17). He wanted to know the meaning of the fourth beast (Daniel 7:19). Further, he wanted to know the meaning of the ten horns on the head of the fourth beast and the little horn (Daniel 7:20). The little horn conquers three of the ten horns (Daniel 7:20). The little horn was persecuting the saints and conquering them for a time. This was until the “Ancient of Days” passed judgment on him (Daniel 7:21-22). The fourth beast, the Roman empire, conquered the whole world (Daniel 7:23). The ten horns will come about from this fourth beast.  They are ten kings (Daniel 7:24). The little horn is another king that will come about in the time of these ten kings 9Daniel 7:24), He will conquer three of the ten kings (Daniel 7:24).  

In communication, what we have here is the last form of Gentile world empire that will have world dominion for a period of seven years. This is a world government. This little horn, a future Roman king, will blaspheme the God of heaven (Daniel 

7:25). He will be a persecutor of Jews and Christians for a period of 3 ½ years (Daniel 7:25). He will change the Jewish worship in the temple during those days. We have here a future world empire coming out of Rome. It is the revised Roman empire. This federation of ten kings and the little horn come out of the fourth beast, Rome. 
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The New World Order 

The concept of the new world order seems to surface from time to time. The prophecies of Daniel awaiting future fulfillment are present in the final book of the Bible the book of Revelation. In Revelation chapter 13, we have the continuation of the little horn called the beast. He comes from out of the sea (Revelation 13:1). The sea in Scripture in this context is for the realm of the Gentiles. He has ten horns and seven heads (Revelation 13:1).  On his heads are ten crowns and “names of blasphemy”​[1] (Revelation 13:1).  This is the translation for the phrase.​[2] It should be noted that the beast has the strength of all the previous world empires (Revelation 13:2). The beast gets his credentials from the dragon (Revelation 13:2). Power, a throne, and authority are given to the beast by the dragon (Revelation 13:2). The dragon is stated to be Satan (Revelation 20:2). In Revelation 13:3, the beast had a fatal wound of one of his heads (Revelation 13:3). This is not a physical wound. It is the ability of the beast to put together and bring back into being the Roman Empire. The complete earth follows and worships the beast (Revelation 13:3-4). The beast is an Italian. He is a Roman, a descendant of Titus and the Romans (Daniel 9:27). The 

Roman general Titus destroyed Jerusalem in A.D. 70. The number of the beast is 666 (Revelation 13:18). It is the number of a man. Economics is tied to the worship of the beast and the dragon (Revelation 13:3-4, 13:17). No one is able to earn a living without receiving the mark on their right hand or forehead, the name or the number of the beast (Revelation 13:17). The beast is a totalitarian dictator. He is a militarist worshipping the god of military might (Daniel 11:28).  

The Beast 

[image: ]

The beast is supported by the ten kings (Revelation 17:12, 13). In Revelation 13:11-12, we are introduced to a second beast. He is the false prophet (Revelation 13:11-12).  This second beast comes from the earth (Revelation 13:11). He performs great signs making fire come down out of heaven to the earth before men (Revelation 13:13). This second beast makes an image to the first beast. He deceives the whole earth with the signs given to him (Revelation 13:14). This second beast can give life to the image to speak. Those not worshipping the beast will be killed (Revelation 13:15).  Those dwelling on the earth will need the mark, or the name beast, or the number of the beast. 

Error Message 

God the Father will send them a “work of error” that they will believe the lie (2 Thessalonians 2:11). The purpose of this error message is that they will be judged (2 Thessalonians 2:12) The “hina” [author’s[transliteration] clause is one of purpose. They did not receive the truth but instead took pleasure in unrighteousness (2 Thessalonians 2:12). They believed the lie that the Ani-Christ was God.  

The Religious System 

In Revelation 17, we have the religious system that began in Babylon. It is a picture of a woman riding on the beast (Revelation 17:3). The beast represents the revived Roman empire. The woman controls the beast. The woman is the church (Revelation 

17:9). The woman sits on seven hills, but the woman is also seven kings (Revelation 17:9). They are religious kings. They are a contrast to the ten horns. These are political kings. The beast is not one of the seven religious kings, but he is the eighth king 

(Revelation 17:11).  The woman is in ecclesiastical colors and garb with a gold chalice (Revelation 17:4). In Revelation 17:5, a name is inscribed on her forehead. The mystery is “Babylon the great, the mother of harlots and of detestable things of the earth.” [author’s translation] The woman is a persecutor of the saints and is filled with the blood of those witnessing to Jesus (Revelation 17:6). The woman is sitting on the beast.  The beast is full of the names of blasphemy with seven heads and ten horns (Revelation 17:3). The allegory is interpreted for us in Revelation 17:9-10. The seven heads are seven hills on which the woman sits (Revelation 17:9). This refers to the seven hills on which Rome is built. The ten horns are ten political kings (Revelation 17:12-13). They support the beast (Revelation 17:12-13).  The woman controls the beast initially (Revelation 17:3). The waters (Revelation 17:1) are interpreted for us in (Revelation 17:15). The woman has a spiritual rule over the earth (Revelation 17:15). 

The woman representing either the Roman Catholic Church or the union with the Liberal Protestant church following the rapture will be destroyed by the beast and the ten kings (Revelation 17:16-17). Humanism is always a better alternative to Religion. 

The woman is the great city who rules over the kings of the earth (Revelation 17:18). 

‘Basilean” [author’s interpretation] may be understood as a kingdom. The apostle 

John was given this revelation of the last world political empire. It is the revived Roman empire.  This is a political-economic-religious system.​[3] 

In estimation, the fourth kingdom is the Roman empire (Daniel 7:23). The ten horns come out of this fourth world empire (Daniel 7:24). The little horn comes with these ten kings. He will subdue three of the kings (Daniel 7:24). The fourth kingdom, Rome, is from which the ten kings arise suggesting that the Roman empire did not cease to exist.4 It was the imperial government of Rome that ended. In Revelation 13:3, it is the return of the stately pattern.​[4] In the Anti-Christ, Rome has an emperor with constitutional capacity.​[5] It is the non-elect who worship the beast. Their names are not found in the Lamb’s book of life (Revelation 13:8).  The world dictator rules with absolute power with the support of the ten kings.​[6] 

In terms of reap, we have said three things, Israel is the key to understanding the end times. The prophecies of Daniel and Revelation, present the last world empire, a revived Roman empire with an emperor, the Anti-Christ supported by a federation of ten political kings. This will be the new world order. A world government and a world religion centered in Rome. 
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4 

Three Reasons The First Reason 

There are three reasons that account for the progression of the world to the point of one world government.  The Bible has presented to us the new world order. The first reason is the “apostasia.” Paul speaks of this in 2 Thessalonians 2:3. This Greek word is a transliteration of the letters without the meaning. The Thessalonians thought that they were in the day of the Lord (2 Thessalonians 2:3). There were two things that needed to happen before the day of the Lord, a period of seven years of judgment, would come. The “apostasia” comes first. This word is used of a departure from the law of Moses in Acts 21:21. The departure referred is not a falling away from the faith or sound doctrine. It is the rapture introduced by Jesus in the Upper Room on the night that he was betrayed (John 14:3). Paul refers to the Christian’s hope as “the blessed hope” (Titus 2:13). In 1 Thessalonians 4, uses the words “being caught up” (1 Thessalonians 4:17).  Rapture is from the Latin meaning to snatch away. The “being caught up,” “the blessed hope,” and the “revelation” of Jesus stand for this same great truth. Paul refers to this new truth as a mystery.  A generation of living Christians will be translated without experiencing physical death (1 Corinthians 15:5158). John spoke of the rapture as the appearing of Christ (1 John 3:2). Peter believed in the appearing of Christ. He speaks of the “revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:7).  

As we have said, Paul received revelation of the mystery in 1 Corinthians 15:51-58. The living will be changed in the blink of an eyelid. The power of the Lord Jesus will transform the bodies of living saints at the time of his appearing (1 Corinthians 

15:15:51-52). The believer will be raised to the level of immortality (1 Corinthians 

15:54). The steps involved in the rapture were revealed to Paul by special revelation (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). The child of God is to be continually looking for the appearing of Christ (Titus 2:13). The appearing “of the glory of our great God and our Savior Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13).  Paul’s reference to the word mystery is to new truth previously hidden in the person of God the Father. There is a reward for loving Christ’s appearing (2 Timothy 4:8). The rapture will occur without any warning before the tribulation begins (Revelation 3:10). The church will be judged at the bema seat of Christ for their service on earth (1 Corinthians 3:12-15, 2 Corinthians 5:9-11, Romans 14:10). 

The second coming of Christ is an entirely different event at the end of the tribulation. Christ comes to the earth (Matthew 24:30-31). 

The Second Reason 

The second reason for the world being in this future state is “the man of lawlessness may have been revealed.”8 [author’s translation] The Thessalonian believers thought that they were in the day of the Lord.  Paul told them that the rapture must occur first. It is after this that the Ani-Christ will be revealed. This is the seven years period of tribulation. The “ean me” in “hoti” clause is to be translated except (2 

Thessalonians 2:3). This man of lawlessness is the little horn, the beast, the AntiChrist.  “The mystery of lawlessness supernaturally works at present until it comes to its completion in “the man of lawlessness” (2 Thessalonians 2:7). Paul draws our attention to the fact that the mystery referred to as “the mystery of lawlessness” was at work in his day.  The age will become increasingly lawless until the world leader steps into our world. 

The Third Reason 

The third reason is the peace treaty of Daniel 9:27. The Gentile descendant of the Romans will make a peace treaty with Israel and her neighbors. This is for one heptad which is a period of seven years. He guarantees Israel’s peace and security. The beast is presented in Revelation 6:1. He is seated on a white horse. He has a bow in his hand. The bow is not a weapon but symbol of peace covenant. He wears a crown. This is the victor’s crown worn by athletes in the Olympic games.  

In the light of the Lord’s return “the apostasia” and “the man of lawlessness,” there are two things to consider at the present time. The first is why a permanent and lasting peace treaty is not possible for Israel, the Palestinian Liberation Organization, and their Arab neighbors. This is reserved for the Anti-Christ. The second question to be considered is where we are at in terms of the present for the progress of our world. God is moving our world to complete his sovereign purposes (Daniel 7:2). 

––––––––
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82 Thessalonians 2:3, translation of partial verse, in Aland & Aland (eds.), The Greek New Testament Fourth Revised Edition, 708. 
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Power Blocks 

We break off the chronological order of events to present the other power blocks during this 70th week of Daniel.  There is a challenge to the rule of the beast, the armies of the beast, and the revised empire of Rome.​[7] The King of the North is a power block against the beast.​[8] Support for this confederacy from the North is from Ezekiel 38:1-39, Daniel 11:40, Joel 2:1-27, and Isaiah 10:12, 30:31-33, and 31:8-9.11 

The farthest point due north from Israel is Russia.​[9] The Scripture supporting this is Ezekiel 38:15.  Attention will be given to the names in Ezekiel 38 when we come to another event in the chronology of last days prophecy for Israel. A second power block against the King of the West is the King of the South. This king is an ally of the King of the North invading Palestine at the same time.​[10] Support is given from Daniel 11:40.​[11] The King of the South is identified as Egypt in Daniel 11:40-45. Egypt is mentioned twice in this passage.​[12] In this eleventh chapter of Daniel 11:5-35, reference is to a king of Egypt.​[13] The King of the South is named as Egypt.​[14] 

A final power block against the beast, the armies of Rome, and the revived empire of Rome, is the Kings of the East.​[15] Support is given from Revelation 16:12.​[16] Additional support can be found in both Daniel and Revelation.​[17] What have we said so far? 

[image: ]

Some people know some prophetic events, but they are not able to fit all the events together.​[18] He key to understanding Bible prophecy is Israel, The divine decree revealed to Daniel revealed the decreed plan of God for Israel (Daniel 9). 

6 

Russia Invades Israel 

The Bible teaches the great military might and strength of Russia in future prophecy in the last week of history. Russia equips and marshaling three complete armies in end times.  The truth of the three Russian armies fighting in the Armageddon campaign is found in Ezekiel 38-39, Daniel 11:40-43, and Daniel 11:44.  Russia will attack Israel at the mid-point of the final seven years period. This is the seventieth week of Daniel’s prophecy. Russia will be summoned to Israel by ‘Adonai Yahweh” [author’s transliteration] (Ezekiel 38:8).  The idea will come into the mind of Russia “on that day” devising an evil plan (Ezekiel 38:10). I am not saying at present Russia is planning to invade Israel. I am saying that according to the prophecy of Ezekiel on a future day “Adonai Yahweh” will draw Russia to invade Israel. On that very day, the thought will come to Russia to invade Israel (Ezekiel 38:10). Israel is pictured as living securely and at peace in their land (Ezekiel 38:11). Israel is protected by the world dictator. He made a peace treaty with Israel at the beginning of the week (Daniel 9:27). 

Adonai Yahweh’s Wrath Expressed Against Israel 

Adonai means servant master relationship. Yahweh is the personal covenant keeping 

God with Israel. Adonai Yahweh is Jesus Christ in the New Testament. He is bringing Russia and her allies against Israel (Ezekiel 38:16). Russia thinks they are acting independently of God of their own free will. God is sovereign over the nations. They have devised “evil plan” (Ezekiel 38:10). Russia declares that they are going to attack Israel (Ezekiel 38:11). Their very speech has been predetermined in the eternal decree of God before the world began. The army and her allies will be destroyed on the mountains of Israel (Ezekiel 38:17-23).  The Bible teaches Russia will be a world power in end time Bible prophecy. Russia has not been decreed to be a world empire.  Ezekiel 38:1-9 

[image: ]

This prophecy tells of a future invasion from the land of Magog by Gog. Gog is the leader of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal. This invasion from the remote north will be on the land of Israel. God has appointed this in the end times. This mighty army with various peoples for the purpose of looting the nation.22 Gog comes with a company of peoples to pillage Israel.23 The Lord God will glorify himself before the entire world.24 Ezekiel’s prophecy is directed to Gog. The land of Magog is the origination of Gog.25 Magog is according to original Jewish and customary interpretation the 
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