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LIST OF ASTROLOGICAL SYMBOLS USED IN THIS BOOK
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Þ  Pluto
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_  Related to
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f  Trine
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h  Inconjunct


Z Intercepted


ý  On Cusp


X  Retrograde

T Transm. Asc
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‡  Gemini
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›  Leo


¥  Virgo


¯  Libra


¹ Scorpio


Ã Sagittarius


Í Capricorn


× Aquarius


á Pisces





PLANETARY RULERS
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Note: Per Esoteric Astrology by Alice A. Bailey, Lucis Press, London and New York.
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FOREWORD

THE RISING SIGN

Because the Earth is rotating on its own axis, the whole heavens appears to be in movement, whereas the Earth itself appears to remain steady. The twelve Signs of the Zodiac appear to rise in the east and set in the west. Because the Earth rotates at 1,000 miles an hour and completes its full rotation in 24 hours, one of the twelve Signs will present itself on the horizon every two hours.

The “constellation” on the horizon at the time of our birth is called “The Rising Sign.” Our diagram below and again under “Birth Chart” shows the Sign of Leo rising. It is on the cusp of the first house of the wheel of twelve houses, whose spokes are also shown. It takes only four minutes for a new degree of the Rising Sign to present itself on the horizon, which means that unless the time of birth is known to within 15 minutes, considerable changes in the horoscope will have occurred so that the degree of the ascendant, the position of the Moon and the Signs on the cusps of houses could be very different. This in turn affects the nature of the Soul's purpose.
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Many persons never know the time of their births and ask what should be done in their instance. The answer is, “Nothing should be done.” Do not attempt to get a rectified horoscope done, by whatever means. Don't settle for anything less than the truth. If you cannot obtain the time of your birth, then it is your karma not to know the Rising Sign and, therefore, not to know (by astrological means) your soul's specific purpose. You should have a solar chart set up or place Aries on the ascendant and work from that. In due course, information will be released in esoteric astrology that will guide the person placed in this position as to what should be done. This is a far better way to handle the matter than to pay for mere suppositions or estimates, or even to rely on time vectors as to the time of birth.

The solar chart is erected by placing the birth Sign on the ascendant (cusp of the First House), and the Sun is made the very first planet inside the First House. The same or next degree is appended to the ascendant and from it, by equal house method, the remaining Signs are allocated to the cusps of the houses in the correct order. Then the planets are positioned in the houses thus laid out.
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In some instances the noon position of the planets is used. The solar chart gives useful information but does not, cannot clarify, in any way, the specific Soul's purpose. The diagram opposite gives the position of the Rising Sign and a description of other structures in the horoscope.




THE BIRTH CHART


A personal map of the heavens, the birth chart is unique to each person's time and place of birth (see further examples below.) In effect, it is a map of the planets and the signs of the zodiac as they were above that place - and below the horizon - at that time.
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( a ) Line of Horizon
This line divides the Birth Chart in two: planets appear either above the horizon (upper half of the Chart) or below it. The Sun's position in this chart denotes a birth-time after midnight.


( b ) Ascendant or Rising Sign
The sign rising on the eastern horizon at the moment of birth: here shown as 25 degrees Leo; then the other signs follow in order around the Chart moving clockwise.


( c ) Cusp of First House
The inner circle of the Chart is divided into 12 Houses; the cusp of the First House marks its starting point and coincides with the Ascendant; in this chart the First House occupies the 24 degree area below the eastern horizon comprising the last 5 degrees of Leo plus 19 degrees of Virgo (on the cusp of the Second House). The Second House occupies the next 29 degree area comprised of the last 11 degrees of Virgo plus 18 degrees of Libra, and so on.


( d ) House Divisions
The 12 Houses relate to specific areas of the subject's life, e.g. possessions, career, family, etc.; although other forms exist, the Placidus House System is used here.


( e ) IC (Imum Coeli) or Nadir
This is the opposite point on the Chart to the MC or Midheaven, i.e. the point in the sky more or less beneath the subject's feet at the moment of his birth. In the Placidus House System the Nadir coincides with the cusp of the Fourth House.


( f ) Glyphs of Planets
The glyphs of the planets (Saturn is the example marked here) are placed round the Chart and their positions in degrees of the sign of the zodiac at the moment of birth are noted.


( g ) Descendant
The opposite end of the Horizon line to the Ascendant; i.e. the degree of the zodiac setting beneath the western horizon, here shown as 25 degrees of Aquarius.


( h ) Glyphs of Signs
The sign glyphs, like that of Pisces indicated here are inserted round the Chart once the Ascendant is calculated. The glyphs are an extremely ancient form of shorthand. An intercepted sign occurs in a house larger than 30 degrees where the sign occupies neither cusp but is sandwiched between them.


( i ) Cusp of Sign
The cusp of a sign marks the starting point of a new sign; a planet appearing precisely on the cusp here would be placed on 0 degrees Aries (not 30 degrees Pisces).


( j ) MC or Medium Coeli
The MC (Midheaven) is the point at the moment of birth when the ecliptic crosses the subject's meridian; in general terms the MC is the overhead point in the sky. In the Placidus House System the MC coincides with the cusp of the Tenth House.


( k ) Retrograde Planets
The glyph denotes an apparent backward or retrograde motion of a planet through the zodiac at the moment of birth: here Mars is retrograde.


Whenever we consider the qualities of a planet, we also have to take into account its relative motion, which can be direct, stationary or retrograde. This is the phenomenon in which a planet, from the viewpoint of a person on the earth, appears to slow down, become stationary, and then go backwards, in what astrologers call retrograde motion, before again going direct (see illustration below). The process is an optical illusion, which can be compared to an experience many of us have had, of being in a train that is being overtaken by another slightly faster train, giving the false sensation that our own train is going backwards.
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THE RETROGRADE EFFECT



FURTHER EXAMPLES OF SOLAR CHARTS
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COURTESY PREDICTION MAGAZINE.



THE FUNCTIONS OF THE RISING SIGN

The Rising Sign: -


	
provides the energies that drive the personality towards its spiritual goal and moderate its efforts when that goal is elsewhere;-



	
indicates the deepest potentials of the man once he is capable of treading the Path;



	
points to the purpose of the Soul through the triangle of energies that it highlights: -





(a) the Rising Sign itself,

(b) the esoteric planetary ruler thereof, and


(c) the esoteric planetary ruler of the Sign on the cusp of the house in which (b) is located.(See example chart below)


The Soul's purpose may be confined to a single life or to the many more that lie ahead. If the planets which form the triangle with the ascendant (described above) are rapid in movement, then the soul's purpose in this life will be conveyed through a series of revelations, each of which, when apprehended, will take the disciple successfully up the rungs of a spiritual ladder in this particular life.
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If the planets are slow-moving, the soul's purpose is applied to and includes lives that lie still in the future, as well as this life.

Capricorn, the Rising Sign (a), is ruled by Saturn (b) which is found in Cancer in the Sixth House. Gemini is on the cusp of the Sixth House. The ruler of Gemini is Venus (c), which is located in Taurus in the Fourth House.

Factors (a), (b) and (c) are linked together into a triangular pattern and are then used in the consideration of the Soul’s purpose.

Interpretation in Basie Symbols with Permutations:


	
To leaven the dough and give light-hearted expression



	
to the nursing world through hard work.





If the planetary rulers in this same triangle are sacred, then the soul's purpose is mainly concerned with the dissemination of structures that lie deeply in the psyche, according to the age of the egoic lotus.


If the planetary rulers are non-sacred, then the soul's purpose initially is specifically concerned with elements that need changing in the current personality vehicles.
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When the neophyte can appreciate the Three Great Truths, inwardly, and demonstrate them outwardly, he is ready for the Soul's Purpose.

THREE GREAT TRUTHS

“Hear me, my brother, he said. “There are three truths which are absolute, and which cannot be lost, but yet may remain silent for lack of speech.

“The soul of man is immortal, and its future is the future of a thing whose growth and splendour has no limit.

“The principle which gives life dwells in us and without us, is undying and eternally beneficent, is not heard or seen, or smelt, but is perceived by the man who desires perception.

"Each man is his own absolute lawgiver, the dispenser of glory or gloom to himself; the decreer of his life, his reward, his punishment.

“These truths, which are as great as is life itself, are as simple as the simplest mind of man. Feed the hungry with them.”

from THE IDYLL OF THE WHITE LOTUS
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The Master Robert Browning had the following audio-visual comments to make on the functions of the Rising Sign: -

(a) To train man to know himself. Visual image: -

Michelangelo's “David” in front of the temples of initiation.

(b) To point the way through the hazardous peaks and cliffs on the mountain-top of initiation: -

O the mind, mind has mountains; cliffs of fall 
Frightful, sheer, no-man-fathomed.

(c) The presence of the Rising Sign is man's firm assurance that help from his soul is both imminent and always present, no matter what his circumstances.

(d) Not in the house of man's personality, but in the garden, whether it be tilled or unkept, there is always a flower of rare and extreme beauty that raises its head amongst the tangle of weeds . . . this is man's soul. The Rising Sign points to the state of its petals, which tiers are in the process of being unfolded, its colours, hues and qualities. Many who enter their personality homes are unaware of this fragrant and delicate creature which is an outpost of divinity.

(e) As man drives his vehicles along the Path, the great freeway into the unconscious, there is always in front of him that more advanced vehicle (the higher triad) which ever has its indicator blinking to show when there should be a change of direction. This is the Rising Sign, which, for most, goes unheeded.

(f) The Rising Sign may be likened to an attendant dressed in an immaculate white garment that pushes in a wheelchair the personality and awaits the time when it may arise from the invalid chair and stand on its own, taking the journey to the Soul.

(g) Progress on the path of unfoldment necessitates a purification of the garments of the personality, and these must be in some cases completely replaced and in other instances laundered and dry-cleaned. It is the Rising Sign that can point to the ways in which this self-purification can best be achieved. It acts as the laundry and dry-cleaners for those garments of the ego that need refreshment, cleansing and reconstituting.

(h) The Rising Sign is a warning post on the lighted way that flashes out the list of limitations which must be overcome (squares) and the challenges that must be surmounted. Comfortingly, it also spells out in visual imagery the potentials of the disciple (trines) and how these may be used to construct the antakarana. And lastly, it warns of the folly of taking inwardly the festering contents of an unsound personality: -


Lilies that fester smell far worse than weeds.


Symbol: - A pair of carvers. Only those whose instruments are bright with purity, stainless with right motive and sharpened with independence and accomplishments can carve themselves a portion of the great Plan which the Masters so jealously guard from the ill-equipped.

(i) The Sign on the ascendant gives the clues to the kind of service work, classical studies, method of meditation and the psychosynthesis which enable the disciple to unfold himself smoothly and rapidly.

(j) It also points the way ahead to the next target of spiritual unfoldment, as surely as the marksman points the barrel of his gun to the red and blue, concentric circles of his target.

(k) Just as carefully as the efficient engineer overhauls the faulty equipment of the machines entrusted to him, assisted by his tools, the Soul of man overhauls the personality with the assistance of the Rising Sign.

(l) As the gardener consults the instructions on the packets of his seeds, the effective disciple should consult the Sign on the ascendant.

(m) In times of stress, the Rising Sign indicates how you may be refreshed before you are ready once more to drink deep from the Pierian springs.

(n) Most men are like political prisoners. Their motives at the deepest level are pure and good, but they are imprisoned within the jail, of which the mind is the chief jailer. They must overthrow the jailer and break loose in order to express their political-spiritual intent.

Our birth is but a sleep and a forgetting:
The soul that rises with us, our life's star. 
Hath had elsewhere its setting,
And cometh from afar;
Not in entire forgetfulness,
And not in utter nakedness,
But trailing clouds of glory do we come 
From God, who is our home;
Heaven lies about us in our infancy;
Shades of the prison-house begin to close 
Upon the growing boy,
But he beholds the light, and whence it flows.
He sees it in his joy;
The youth, who daily farther from the east 
Must travel, still is Nature's priest,
And by the vision splendid 
Is on his way attended;
At length the man perceives it die a way,
And fade into the light of common day;

-- William Wordsworth


ARIES RISING
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Aries Rising gives prestige and emphasis to the past. There will be a constant searching into the early life, especially the first thirty years, for examples and precedents in order to obtain direction for the solving of present problems. Because Aries rules the head and the mental outlook, the Sign rising will indicate not only this almost nostalgic respect for past events, but an over-susceptibility to factors which have inhibited personality development in the early years, e.g., the influence of the mother, and may give rise to such psychiatric concerns as the Oedipus complex, extravagant narcissism, etc.

Love of the early history of races, especially the one in which the native finds himself, inordinate respect for national heroes and piety towards ancient institutions will be present. A very deep First Ray quality may influence both the emotional body and the mental body of the person born with Aries Rising. He may be quite suddenly and unpredictable amazed at finding patriotic streams deep within himself when national or international affairs and especially crises force their attention upon him. It should be remembered that the national conscience is Moon in Scorpio in the First House. * This matter becomes almost caricaturised if Aries is rising, i.e., Moon in Scorpio in the First and Aries Rising.

* See horoscope of President Truman, Esoteric Astrology, Part Two, p. 133, by the author.

The same attitudes may be held at deep levels towards such stirring stimuli as ancient archeological buildings like the Pyramid, the Parthenon and Stonehenge. Percy B. Shelly was stirred in this way by the spectacles of such ancient edifices and massive monuments in nature like the Swiss Alps: -

Ozymandias


I met a traveller from an antique, land who said:
Two vast and trunkless legs of stone stand in the desert ...
Near them, on the sand, half sunk, a shattered visage lies,
Whose frown and wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command,
Tell that its sculptor well those passions read 
Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things.
The hand that mocked them, and the heart that fed ...
And on the pedestal these words appear:
“My name is Ozymandias, King of Kings :
Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair!”
Nothing else remains. Round the decay of that colossal wreck.
Boundless and bare, the lone and level sands stretch far away.


It is not hard to see how only the faintest divisions lie between those deeply stirred patriotically and those with inherent leanings towards militarism. The attitudes of a general or strategist show clearly this feature when Mars is placed in the first house, with or without Aries Rising, as is the case with both Churchill and Field Marshal Smuts. The same would apply if Scorpio were in the first house.
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Winston Churchill had Mars in the first house and we can translate from the following aspect: -


Aspect: p ¹ 2, ¯ on cusp, with s (ruled by p) on cusp of 7th. b ¶ ¯ 1st _ ¹ (ruled by ¶ ) on cusp of 3rd.


Interpretation in Basic Symbols:


           ¶ 1st             ¹ 2          p        
The war leader’s bulldog-like attitudes


¹              ¯ 1st — 7th
won him an enduring partnership

             1st           p                b
with a nation confused somewhat


                ¶ 1st       ¹ on cusp of 3rd
by the incessant changes imposed



             ¶ ¹ (‡) 3rd
by the war on its hands.

A key word for this feature is “out of the tent”. Thus, out of the tent comes many a plan devised by the native with Aries Rising to solve his problems in life, and it is a plan that is usually well conceived and is executed often with military precision and the adherence of a martinet.

Another key word that could be applied to those with Aries Rising is “Intelligent Beings.” With First Ray qualities implying persistence and concentration and Seventh Ray qualities endowing ceremonial and order, Aries Rising could hardly be anything else. To have someone entirely mentally polarised to the exclusion of emotional issues is a very rare phenomenon today where television, a permissive society, indifferent parental attitudes, the drug scene, sexual laxity and a variety of other indiscretions have tended to act against the well- disciplined attitudes of someone with Aries Rising. An “Intelligent Being” uses his mind first and then his emotions if they are needed as an adjunct to the decisions made mentally. This key word conjures up an impression of life on other planets and the dominance of that life on those planets, and those with Aries Rising frequently seek dominance through their very orderly and effective intelligence.
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Aries Rising gives great respect for very ancient studies, such as those which we group under the heading of Anthropogenesis. In the birth chart of J.R.V., there is a preponderance of planets clustered around the Rising Sign, and most of them are in Aries, itself a Fire Sign. With Fire Signs there is always an immense capacity to project ideas, and the abstruse matters of Rounds and Chains are no problem to the astute Aries, although they are a nightmare for most other Signs rising. J.R.V. (with 5 planets in Aries) is fascinated with the subject of anthropogenesis, even though he does not actually have Aries Rising.

Aries Rising loves matters which are cosmic in scope, stra­tegic in structure and foundation-forming in any understanding of the great questions that have stunned man since time imme­morial: -


	
Who am I ?



	
Why am I here?



	
Where did I come from?



	
Where am I going to from here?





It is not, therefore, with some surprise that we find Aries Rising is also greatly interested in exploration of the solar system, extra-terrestrial beings and the destiny of his race and even of humanity itself. The key word here is quo vadis (Where am I going to from here?).

Aries Rising represents the verb “to be.” This should not surprise us either, for Aries implies respect for the Word of God and such cosmicly-oriented phrases as, “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God.” Even in mundane astrology, Aries is linked to the key word of “I am.” But Aries Rising has a wider implication of the foundational status of all men: - “I am, thou art, he is, we are, you are, they are.” And when we put the words into old English, they become even more emphatic and cosmic: - “I am, thou art. . .” or “ye are.”

When Aries Rising is afflicted, matters of great pith and moment are thwarted, deviated from their central stream of expression or fail through want of energy: -

“. . . enterprises of great pith and moment
With this regard their currents turn awry.
And lose the name of action. . .

John Richardson Hamlet


Aries Rising admonishes. Directives and admonitions come under Aries, and, especially where they are forerunners of action, Aries Rising is implied. “Be silent!” This is an admonition which may be accompanied by the placing of the forefinger over the mouth to indicate sealing of the lips. It is the lower implication of maintaining occult silence, and the latter is the lower manifestation of the admonition, “Be still and know that I am God!” which is Aries Rising exemplified.

We can perceive then that Aries Rising is no different from all other rising signs in that it conveys not only matters “arising” and directs them further towards their expression, but greatly governs the circumstances in which the admonitions, directives, etc., have to be given in the first place.


Unlike the other rising signs, however, Aries is naturally placed in the first house and always implies the elements of persistence or, to put it in Ray language. Creation, Maintenance and Destruction. To illustrate the matter of silence in this respect, we could pose the following admonition: -

“Keep very quiet now.”

This injunction conveys all these qualities of Aries Rising in a single short statement, vis., persistence, silence, imminence, initiative and superlatives.

Superlatives indicate utmost, highest, primeval, primordial, “first in all the land," that which is cosmic in scope, etc. Superlatives most frequently found in connection with Aries Rising (but also characteristic of the first house and, therefore, to some extent of all rising signs) are: - greatest, highest, leading, most powerful, most concentrated, most persistent, most destructive, most enduring, most visionary, etc.

THE MORPHOLOGY OF ARIES RISING


The morphology of Aries Rising points to the shape of the glyph (s), which anthropomorphicaly is a man with the two upper arms partly extended, the elbows flexed and the hands gripped. This is par excellence the stance taken up by a skier, and Aries Rising indeed includes all the qualities required of the skier launching himself in that tremendous initiative which plunges him upwards (rising) and in a specific direction that calls forth the iron will and tenseness of muscular control without which the forward lunging would lead to disaster.
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MERCURY, ESOTERIC RULER OF ARIES

The current interpretation of Aries Rising is much outdated, and contemporary astrology books still bear many of the old comments, hardly altered, that were used one hundred years ago. As a result, those types with Aries Rising have been generally incorrectly described as ponderous, harsh, and blunt individuals mainly because Mars has been accepted as the orthodox ruler of Aries for some centuries.

Times change and symbols change. A completely new age, such as the one upon which we are embarking, requires the regeneration of ancient symbols. Whilst wars still prevail, they could hardly be said to influence with any degree of profoundness the mental attitudes of the masses of the West. Indeed, there is, in the many and varied professions of Western man, a refinement of mental capacity, agility and application far more characteristic of the planet Mercury than that of Mars.

The whole field of sporting activity, though still profoundly influenced by Aries and the First House, is indicative of these Mercurial qualities. One has only to watch the varied and remarkable displays representing mastery of man's mind over his body at an Olympics to be convinced of this evidence of a new rulership for the Sign of Aries.

In its role as esoteric ruler of Aries, Mercury retains: -


	
the capacity for hard work, earned during its orthodox rulership of Virgo,



	
the duality of its orthodox rulership of Gemini, and



	
the agility and mobility of the third house.





Mercury commercialises all it touches. It commercialises through the demand for documentation, a phenomenon that is ever increasing in the computer age. Through esoteric rulership of Aries, it now gives a red-tape, barrack-room stamp to many aspects of our way of life - the newspapers we read, the television programs, the cars we license, etc. Even some of the sports ruled by Aries, like baseball (with its emphasis on the colours red and white, and the bat itself), have been commercialised through Mercury.

Aries has traditionally stood for affirmations, like “I am,” but with Mercury now dominant in Aries, the documentation of the planet serves to affirm everyone's “I am” in a barrack-room style -- we carry “our papers,” our driver's license, citizen's card, etc., which affirm our identity. Aries always begins the way, but it is Mercury that takes the strides. Mr. Begin of Israel is an astonishing and unexpected success because Israel, through its religion, is in harmony with the Ram and the First Ray and new beginnings.

Mercury rules all quick and short movements, especially oscillations that are electrically or electro-magnetically enduced. It directs the interplay between positive and negative, between Man and his gods, between right wing and left. It was strong in the horoscope of both England (Taurus) and their Cromwell ( p in } ) and still stands for parliamentarian ways, industries, cities, etc. If Aries rules the stock exchange, Mercury is the Dow-Jones Index (Aries is the index finger, the all-powerful Finger of God). Mercury is a winged messenger: Aries rules the First Ray and the horse. The winged horse is Mercury and Aries in divine partnership of power, wisdom and speed.
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The development of coordination of the brain with the human hand has been a major feature of evolution. Every movement acquired by the human hands had to have a controlling area of neurons in the cortex of the brain, and both the brain (Aries) and the hands (Mercury) grew concurrently. Thus, the third house retains (with Gemini) rulership of the legs, but the hands should fall under Mercury.

Two points emerge here. Firstly, there is a vast difference between the lower mind of Man in its rationalising sphere of action, which is ruled by Mercury and synthesised by Saturn, and the higher mind of Man which is ruled by the Earth and synthesised by Venus. Secondly, the rationalising qualities described here can be held in mind when considering Mercury in the houses of the horoscope, remembering that once the human mind has rationalised a situation in which it has found itself, it is able to act freely and effectively.

Mercury gets things going. It links incoming impressions of the senses with areas of associated experiences stored in the memory banks of the brain and etheric body and produces from all these the train of events which we call action. Somewhere along that path there were often infusions of energies which greatly altered the name of the action, made it calm or highly emotional, blind or guided, inspired or debased. These sources that influenced the action or behavior were sometimes ascribed by the Greeks to enlightening gods, mischievous furies or inspiring muses.

The secret of the memory capacity of the brain lies in the holistic neuron with its interpenetrating sheaths, all of which can act as memory banks.
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Mercury, who brought the action into a deliberated and factual reality, was seen as the Messenger of the Gods. He was messenger for those afferent and aspirational impulses intended for Olympian heights as much as he was for the responses of those august lords on Olympus. In the former role, he was psychopomp.*


* The psychopomp leads the neophyte to the Self. Initially, this guidance is provided by a spiritual teacher in the objective world who helps the process of individualisation; This is never a psychic or medium; Later, the neophyte must locate his own inner guide, which is never the so-called “spiritual” guide as contacted by the mediums; The latter is a pseudo-guide that holds off the ultimate step which must be taken by the individual to find his own inner guide, an expression of his own higher Self. In esoteric disciplines, the disciple is taught to “die daily” in meditation; These episodes of esolepsy — that critical, hair-breadth moment between waking and sleeping when the disciple is more receptive than at any other time — enable the journey inwards to be taken a stage further progressively; The guide in these instances should be the psychopomp — the One who leads you back to your soul, your own archetype; The role of psychopomp in the mystery temples of Greece was the God Hermes who later was adopted by the Romans as Mercury; His derivation was from the Egyptian, Thoth-Hermes; See The Spiritual Diary, pp. 32-3" by the author.


The development of the brain of Man cannot be viewed separately from that of the increasing use he made of his hands. For each movement of the tiniest muscles, for every response to the smallest nerve fibers, a corresponding area of the brain was brought under conscious control and development. This is why Mercury retains rulership of the hands as it does over the site of this control, the brain, and more especially the so-called more dominant half of it.

Where thoughts, words and deeds are worthy of the gods and of those aspiring to sit with them, Mercury prefers to express himself through the point of consciousness that we associate with the First House and the Sign of Aries, rather than through the Sign of Gemini. The latter’s activities and associations are of the most mechanical nature and, for Man on the Path (for a man spiritually orientated) the rulership of Gemini comes under Venus.

Nevertheless, some of the old affinities remain and must be considered as influencing factors when assessing the action of Mercury. Macrocosmically, the planet orbits close to the seat of Solar Consciousness and inwardly, on microcosmic levels, is at the immediate beck-and-call of the human ego and, in the spiritual person, interrelates the two. He is the papal nuncio between the highest court and that territory, often very foreign from the central government, which we call the ego or personality: -

From the point of Light within the Mind of God
Let Light stream forth into the minds of men. . . 



GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF MERCURY
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Comment:

Some time ago, the world famous astronomer, Allen J. Hynek, investigated the subject of astrology and chose as his focal point the planet Mercury. He set out to disprove that Mercury indicated any of the mental qualities suggested in astrology and by statistics proved his point. When this was submitted to a group of astrologers, they were unimpressed, not because of the quality of the investigation, but because they maintained that Mercury in its previous connotation as ruler of Gemini (and the Third House) and Virgo (and the Sixth House) had caused them already some concern. They felt that the whole subject of Mercury needed to be reassessed. This could imply that Mercury should be allocated to the rulership of another Sign of the Zodiac.

Through a Mars rulership of Aries, Heindel writes that Aries-Rising types are bold, self-confident and impulsive; that they aim to lead, dislike to follow and are ready to take the initiative but lack persistence to carry projects through to conclusion over serious obstacles. He also makes a useful comment that Aries types live through fevers with a temperature 4° above the usual maximum without fatal results. Apart from these comments, there is nothing else in his work that elaborates on the Rising Sign of Aries.

The literature that is extant on the qualities of Signs on the ascendant is very poor and incomplete. Whilst Robert Pelletier (Planets In Aspect) does give general descriptions of the planets and their relationship to the ascendant, there is very little to show the meaning of a Sign of the Zodiac placed on the ascendant.


Max Heindel (The Message Of  The Stars) gives some description of the physical features of Aries Rising, and I agree that a light brown or reddish tint of the hair is a pronounced char­acteristic of the Arian. I would add, however, that my experience is that the features are generally very blunt and seldom give the pointed chin and wide forehead or triangular face which he seems to have noted.


In general, it is extremely difficult to spot the physical form of Sun in Aries and even more difficult to locate Aries Rising by feature. I once conducted careful investigations of features in school boys in the East End of London, following my investigations through to adulthood, and found almost no physical correlations to the Signs of the Zodiac of any significance.

The A to Z Horoscope Delineator, published by Llewellyn, again places emphasis in descriptions of the Aries ascendant on planets in the ascendant, rather than Signs. This work contradicts Heindel, writing that Aries ascending does not become discouraged easily and, in describing physical features, seems to confirm the broad temples and narrowness of the chin described by Heindel. There is no mention of red 'hair but rather hair that is dark to sandy. Psychological traits emphasised here are, again, somewhat repetitive with a strong emphasis placed on Martian influences, viz., the guiding, controlling and governing of themselves and others; the ability to plan out modes of action; the desire to be at the head of things and leaders in thought and action; headstrong and impulsive; vehement when excited; quick temper, etc. The Delineator does make the point that this type is quite versatile, which is very much a Mercurial quality.

Margaret Hone (The Modern Textbook Of Astrology) merely states that the effect of each planet in its aspect to the ascendant will have a very close, personal implication, often related to health. She also suggests that the Sign on the ascendant progressively leaves its stamp on the individual, and as the Sign on the ascendant progressively changes, reciprocal changes occur in the person. She, too, merely mentions a fiery enthusiasm and dash, virtually implying that qualities of Sun in Aries apply to Aries on the ascendant.

The much later book of Isabel Hickey (Astrology, A Cosmic Science) emphasises expertise with mechanical matters and keen, rapid reflexes. She, too, takes Mars as the ruler of Aries though I would have thought that the remarks about quick reflexes and mechanical capacity would be more indicative of Mercury than Mars.
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MERCURY THROUGH THE HOUSES

It becomes clear that in order to interpret the Rising Sign with any degree of accuracy and detail, we need to consider the position of its ruler in the houses. In each chart, therefore, when considering the Rising Sign, look for its ruler, in this case Mercury, which will point to that site where the influences of the Rising Sign are most easily expressed.

In the examples we give here, only basic symbols are used, but from them, inferences can be drawn as to the life situations of the native.


M​ERCURY IN THE FIRST



Aspect: p 1st - s Rising



For those astrologers who are lovers of classical music, the relationship of Mercury to Aries Rising is exemplified in Mozart's Sonata No. 11 in A Minor, in which the refrains are repeated and the hands are literally hammering at the piano. If this is listened to, the extraordinary use of the hands to repeat and to emphasise the main refrain becomes patently obvious.


The native also loves to retain old motor cars, keeping them through the years and loving them with the same sort of endearment that a warrior bestows on a warrior-friend of long standing. In fact, old soldiers were said to keep marching for ever on their way. Hence, the song: -

“Old soldiers never die, never die, never die.
Old soldiers never die. They only fade away.”
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EXAMPLE OF MERCURY IN THE FIRST


Aspect: p (Ruler of 1st) ~ 1st u f ¢ (Ruler of 6th) Í 10.


The secret of interpreting aspects in Esoteric Astrology is to reduce them, first of all, to basic symbols, from which may then be derived a host of meanings from the purely mundane ... through the factual and relevant... up to the most spiritual.

In our example of Mercury located in the First House, we can expect a highly mental set of circumstances. Mercury, Aries and the First House all have a close affinity with the head, .its contents and, through the latter, the mental body itself. As we have already noted, Aries Rising gives “intelligent beings,” but it can also give a harsh accentuation of mental faculties bordering on the psychopathic; -

Interpretations in Basic Symbols with Permutations:


p ( f ¢ *        s Rising 
The chef (always a big head!) had


     ~            }      Í
 grasped the apple sauce


   u 1st                           10
(burnt to a cinder) and crowned the


       ¢         6
restaurant waiter with it.

          1st u          p ( } ) f ¢    ~
The self-opinionated tenor felt a tightness


            }                    ¢ Í
in his throat, and his hysteria


/———s Rising———————\
persisted throughout the performance


             /——6———\            10
and spread amongst his profession.

* Mercury provides services; Moon rules restaurants and the serving up of food.

Sometimes it helps to interpret the aspect in two parts: -


Aspect (1): p (1) ~ 1 u , s Rising.


Interpretation in Basic Symbols with Permutations:


      p                   1st                  u
Theseus, most famous of the generals,


            ~                     }
was shut up with the Minotaur


/———— s Rising ————
but with persistence overcame his

————\
adversary.
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Aspect (2):  ¢ (6) Í 10, s Rising.


Interpretation in Basic Symbols with Permutations:


             ¢          /——— 6 ———\
His response to the maiden Ariadne


              /——Í ———\
was to use her to gain the

                    10              M.C.
utmost (professional) prominence.

In its most esoteric application, we have the total aspect interpreted: -


                   p                  }
When consciousness is grasped

    (1st)             Z                 u
strongly and confined to the head,


               ¢ 
then a response is evoked, through

     (6)                         1st u
hard work, in the Crown Chakra,


                Í        s Rising
and the initiation can be won into

      10 M.C.       /——s Rising ————\
spiritual heights by sustained concentration (dharana).

Unfortunately, madness and genius often walk hand in hand. This chart was that of a psychopathic personality, where genius was applied to the harming of himself and society.


p in 1st, s Rising


OTHER KEY PHRASES


	
Forever planning their activities.



	
Winged horse with staying power.



	
Endless sacrifices.



	
Short marches in a long campaign.



	
Pralaya begins again.
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MERCURY IN THE SECOND


p in 2nd, s Rising


KEY PHRASES:


	
Buried alive for long ages.



	
Mercenaries carry on regardless.



	
Heads up and marching through the dust.



	
Sustained pleas for maintenance.



	
Fixing an unassailable monopoly.





Basic Symbols:


	
The light bulb that fails, and there is no stock of light bulbs.



	
Mentally constricted by money problems.



	
Worry over money.



	
Fuel leaks from pipes.



	
Taurean garrotted with electric light cord.



	
“Energy follows thought.”





All of these basic symbols can lead up to the highest possible meanings when pondered upon intuitively so that in the most spiritual sense, the aspect could point to an opening of the nadis on the spine to allow the upsurge of energies at the base of the spine to proceed without inhibition or, when the aspect is afflicted, for them to be strangled at some site on the spinal column. This aspect could refer spiritually to the widening of the antakarana which permits the down-flow of spiritual energy into the aura.
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The Antakarana is purposefully constructed as a bridge between the Higher and Lower Triads. Mercury in the Second House, when afflicted with Aries Rising, can produce a garrotting of energies flowing from the Higher Triad into the Lower Triad with upsets in the respiratory centres and the carotid bodies in the neck.

Taurus rules the actual channel of the Antakarana and Mercury the passage of Manas into the Mental Body.
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MERCURY IN THE THIRD 


Aspect: p 3rd, s Rising


This aspect rules integration in schools, a problem not only peculiar to the United States, but also to British schools where the whole tone and nature of a school has become changed by integration.

Whenever Mercury is transmitting the ascendant or is square to it, and especially when, in the horoscope of a particular state or county, Aries is on the ascendant, integration problems can be expected. The Boston area probably falls into this category.

Mercury found in the third house also points to the Aries-type of energy expressing itself through three main facets, or the matters of Aries take up three particular directions.


	
Physical activity with emphasis on the action of hands and feet.



	
Emotional activity as it “drives” the physical body to seek expression in matters like sport, hobbies, walking, etc.



	
Mental activity which is constantly tinged with the emotional energy of the “drive” and which must be kept relevant.






p in 3rd, s Rising


 KEY PHRASES:


	
Gets things going and going and going.



	
Keeps on keeping on.



	
Would you like to begin touring with me?



	
From both directions they kept coming.



	
School report opens the door.



	
Tramp, tramp, tramp. The school boys are marching. 



	
Educational records going back to the turn of the century.



	
Dispatched daily by mail.



	
Hello, hello. Now hear this. Ego/Self dialogue.



	
Eleven o'clock break extended.



	
I told you again and again.



	
Conversation begins with earphones.



	
Two sound tracks merge in the first program.



	
Travel agency for ancient Greece.



	
Comparative studies in archeology.



	
Comparative religion.



	
Begins with the Old Testament.



	
Much correspondence with generals.



	
Two closely related dynasties.



	
Many V.I.P.'s amongst the relatives.



	
Write down your biography.



	
Great initiative worn out.



	
Time and motion “through the ages.”





Virtues of Mercury placed here: -


	
Versatility of mind combined with staying power.





Vices of Mercury placed here : -


	Stubborn irrelevancy, superficiality and fragmentation.
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