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I originally
posted this on my blog, but cleared out all my old posts in a ‘fit
of pique’. I’ve decided to re-share this story as a short ebook,
for free. However, if you read it and can afford to do so, please
make a donation to an animal welfare or cancer support charity of
your choosing.

Back in
January 2014, as part of my endeavour to get my online marketing
organised, I looked at my social networking accounts, which I’d set
up when I first started using the internet for teaching purposes.
They all had my ‘WeeMee’ as my profile picture. Even now, it’s
still on some of my online accounts (NaNoWriMo,
for instance), and it consists of a caricature of me (all in black,
cool shades) with my pets.

When I first
put this little likeness together, I remember thinking it maybe
wasn’t such a good idea to include my dogs, because at some point
they were going to be no more, and the prospect of
removing/replacing them in my WeeMee was not one I relished.

At the time I
wrote what follows, a year had passed since we’d made the decision
to take Goody for her final visit to the vet, during which I’d not
been ready to talk about it, nor to address her continued presence
in my profile picture. Since then, Max (the collie in my WeeMee)
has also passed. We now share our house with two other dogs and a
cat, and I got around to updating my WeeMee—I should probably
dispense with it altogether, but I like it!

NOTE: what you
will read here is not embellished in any way. These are real
events, and they may cause some readers distress. Thus, whilst I’ve
tried to capture the character, sense of humour and generosity of
spirit of my much-missed friends, both human and canine, it is only
right to forewarn you that this ‘story’ deals with the terminal
conditions of cancer of the fallopian tube and canine degenerative
disorder.
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Yesterday, I
asked Nige if I should change my WeeMee, or just stick a halo on
Goody. He said I should give her a sheet with eye holes and a pair
of wheels. And we laughed. And I thought maybe now I’m ready. I
guess I’m about to find out…

It’s always
awful to read about much-loved and lost pets, because inevitably we
know how the story’s going to end. I can’t even watch movies/TV or
read books with animals in them for fear of something happening to
them. Sadly, they’re more often than not a plot device.
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