
  
    [image: How I Became a Fairy Godmother]
  


  
    
      How I Became a Fairy Godmother

    

    
      
        Bonnie Elizabeth

      

    

    
      My Big Fat Orange Cat Publishing

    

  


  
    
      
        
        How I Became a Fairy Godmother

        My Big Fat Orange Cat

        Young Adult Fantasy January 2019

      

        

      
        Copyright  2019

        Bonnie Elizabeth Koenig

      

        

      
        Originally published in Fiction River: Wishes

      

        

      
        Cover Image Copyright © Syda_Productions | Deposit Photo

        Cover Copyright Bonnie Koenig

      

        

      
        My Big Fat Orange Cat Publishing

        MyBigFatOrangeCat.com

      

        

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            How I Became a Fairy Godmother

          

        

      

    

    
      So I got an essay assignment to write about something nobody else knows about me. I was tempted to say I’m a fairy godmother, but I didn’t. Even if it’s true. I mean, people who know me, cynical, snarky, Willow Vaughn, would die of laughter if they read it. And they would probably make a ton of really stupid wishes, some of which I’d end up having to grant.

      I suppose you want to know how it all happened. It was an ordinary day, where my folks were leaving way too early to go to the farmer’s market. I needed new nail polish, which meant to get a ride to the store, I had to go along.

      That sunny early fall morning, my folks were meandering around, fondling organic tomatoes with far too much pleasure. They looked at craft items which either looked like my brother and I made them in third grade, or looked like they were secretly purchased from a production line somewhere. I really just wanted to sit down and text my friend, Sage.

      There’s a garden outside and towards the back is a wishing well. Sometimes my mom throws a penny in there. Like right. Wishes happen. I had no intention of using it. It’s just quiet and private, surrounded by bamboo. The only exit to the rest of the garden is an arched arbor covered in grape vines. There’s a bench near the well and while it has some lame metal heart and rose design on the back, it’s not uncomfortable. The bamboo would keep the sun from glaring off the screen on my phone. Perfect.

      “I’m going to walk down to the garden,” I said. My mom gave a non-comital answer which I took to be a yes.

      I had my phone out when I got to the wishing well. I stopped short, seeing two men on the bench. My bench. They were snuggled together, looking at some sort of ceramic thing they must have purchased at the market.

      I kicked at a stone near the base of the well. The voices of the men were a low drone in the background, saying something about the figure looking exactly like their first puppy, Sadie. Like original much? Not.

      “I wish…” I whispered, thinking about what I’d wish for. Yeah, wishes are lame but I didn’t want to look like a dweeb in front of the lover boys. I figured I’d make a wish and get out of there and find curb or something to sit on.

      “What do you wish?” This older guy now stood next to me. He was close enough that I could smell the horseradish on his breath. It made me think of my mom’s home fermented cabbage and horseradish sauerkraut. I hadn’t heard him walk up to me.

      “Excuse me?” I said. I moved a little further way. Everyone knows that you don’t trust weird strangers who approach you in secluded areas. The guy wasn’t very tall and he was thin so I figured I had a chance, particularly since the lover boys were still sitting behind me, admiring their ceramic Sadie.

      “I said, what do you wish?” He nodded his head at me, smiling. His teeth had that slightly yellowed look my grandpa’s had, which my mom said was from smoking a pack a day when he was young. He was also wearing an ugly blue suit that looked like it was a cast off from the costume department of a bad ‘80s movie.

      “Why would I tell you?” I didn’t back up again because he wasn’t moving closer. He was probably one of those creepazoids who just want to hear what a teenage girl wishes for and gets off on it. Maybe he was hoping I’d wish to get kissed by the quarterback. That was not frickin likely considering the quarterback’s mother was my mother’s best friend and we’d grown up together. It would be like incest or something. Besides, he and my brother used have fart contests. There’s nothing more unattractive than having two guys fart Christmas carols at you.

      Granted that was four years ago, but still. It’s a hard memory to let go of.
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