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​INTRODUCTION
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Thanks for picking up this book. I sincerely hope you will enjoy reading the book as much as I have writing it.

We all dream of winning our games fast, using excellent opening preparation, flashy tactics, and then mate our opponents. However, it rarely goes like that. Usually, the games average around 40 moves, contain enough blunders on both sides to have both you and your opponent horrified after the game. However, what I have found is that many games, even amongst the strongest players, contain errors and mistakes, some quite significant ones, as soon as the players depart the theory that is known to them. 

This book, the first in a series of five, aims to take a look at some of those games, but only the ones that are of 15 moves or shorter. Of course, for a game to end within 15 moves, one of the players has to have made one or more serious mistakes. I have left out games where a piece is threatened and the player forgot to move it, touched the wrong piece, or such things. However, I have included games that include typical mistakes, even if they seem banal. 

But some examples are quite interesting, for example, let’s take a look at the following position:

[image: image]

Black to move - see if you can spot the winning move that Black missed in the game and then lost only four later!

If you can’t see, it’s quite alright; I have given this puzzle to several others who didn’t spot the winning move either. You can find the solution in game # 42.

As for the games, they are typically between players with a rating of at least 2350 and often well more than that, although I have made some exceptions when I found a game of particular interest or value; you will find games by players rated above 2700 in this book. Furthermore, I have included some older games, but where the players would most certainly have been rated above 2350 if rating had existed at that time. 

The openings covered in this volume are: 


●  The Slav Defense

●  The Queen’s Gambit Accepted

●  The Queen’s Gambit Declined - Specialty Lines, these include the Schara-Hennig Gambit, the Tarrasch, the Exchange Variation, and the Bf4 Variation

●  The Semi-Tarrasch & the Semi-Slav Defense

●  The Classical Queen’s Gambit Declined

●  The Queen’s Gambit Specials, these include the Chigorin, the Baltic Defense, the Albin Countergambit, the Symmetrical Defense

●  1 d4 d5 Specials, these include the Pseudo-Trompowsky (2 Bg5), the Barry Attack and many other fun lines



In opening encyclopedia terms, these openings have the Chess Informant Opening code of D00 through D69. There are a total of 150 main games, but with many more complete games in the notes.

Should you have any comments, corrections or compliments, please do not hesitate to send them to carstenchess@gmail.com

If you like to receive a weekly update with more miniatures, opening ideas, chess tactics, samples from upcoming books, discounts and much more - then sign up at www.winningquicklyatchess.com 

Good luck, and enjoy it!

Carsten Hansen

Bayonne, NJ

May 2017
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CHAPTER ONE

The Slav Defense
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​

Game # 1

J.Banawa (2428) – D.Vigorito (2372) D10

Los Angeles 2004

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Bg5 dxc4 5.e4 Qa5 

This queen move is unusual, but not necessarily a bad line. However, despite the briefness of this game, there is a surprising number of mistakes.

6.Nf3? 

White takes an incorrect gamble on his lead in development. He should have tried 6.Bxf6 exf6 7.Bxc4 Bd6 8.Nf3 with chances to both sides.

6...Nxe4 7.Bd2 Nxd2 8.Nxd2 e5? 

Black should have played the more solid 8...Qd8 9.Nxc4 g6 10.Qd2 Bg7, leaving him up a pawn.

9.Nxc4 Qb4 10.Nxe5?? 

An incredible blunder. White would have been very close to winning after 10.dxe5! Nd7 11.a3 Qe7 12.Nd6+ Kd8 13.Be2 and Black is completely busted.

10...Qxb2 11.Qc1 

[image: image]

How should Black best continue?

Another blunder by White who should have played 11.Rc1 Bb4 12.Qd2 Qxd2+ 13.Kxd2 0–0 14.Bc4 and Black is "only clearly better."

11...Ba3! White resigned. 

0–1

Game # 2

B.Roselli Mailhe (2368) – C.Matamoros Franco (2525) D10

Dresden ol 2008

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.cxd5 cxd5 4.Nc3 Nf6 5.Bf4 Qb6 6.Qb3 Qxd4 7.Nb5 

The alternative is 7.Bxb8 Rxb8 8.e3 Qb6 9.Bb5+ Bd7 10.Nxd5 Qa5+ 11.Nc3 Bxb5 12.Qxb5+ Qxb5 13.Nxb5 a6 14.Nc3 e6 with chances to both sides, Abramovic-Bogosavljevic, Paracin 2011. 

7.e3 is our next main game.

7...Qxf4 8.e3 Qe4 

Or 8...Qg4 9.Nc7+ Kd8 10.h3 Qd7 11.Nxa8 e6 12.Nf3 b6 13.Nxb6 axb6 14.Qxb6+ Qc7 15.Qxc7+ Kxc7 16.Rc1+ Kb7 17.Bd3 Bd6 and Black has the somewhat better chances, Busch-Herbrechtsmeier, Mosbach 1980.

9.Nc7+ Kd8 10.Nxa8 e6 11.a3 Nc6 12.Nf3 Bd6 13.Bd3 Qg4 

[image: image]

Can White play 14.h3, followed by Ke2 to trap Black's queen?

14.h3?? Qxg2! 

The refutation of White's optimistic idea

15.Ke2 Nh5! White resigned. There is no good way to meet the threat of ...Ng3+. 

0–1

Game # 3

L.Ostrowski (2339) – K.Miton (2517) D10

Polish Team Ch (Lubniewice) 2002

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.cxd5 cxd5 5.Bf4 Qb6 6.Qb3 Qxd4 7.e3 Qb6 8.Qxb6 axb6 9.Bc7 e6 10.Bxb6 Bb4 11.Bd3 

[image: image]

How should Black continue?

A better choice was 11.Bd4 Nc6 12.Bb5 Ke7 13.Bxf6+ gxf6 14.Nge2 Bd7 with a pleasant game for Black.

11...Nbd7! 12.Bc7 

White still doesn't sense the gravity of the situation. He should have played 12.Bb5 0–0 13.Bxd7 Nxd7 14.Bc7 Nc5 15.Bd6 Nd3+ 16.Ke2 Bxd6 17.Kxd3 b5! with a clear advantage for Black.

12...d4 13.exd4 Nd5 Losing material, White resigned. 

0–1

Game # 4

V.Antoshin – S.Puc D10

Moscow 1960

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nc3 dxc4 4.e4 e5 5.Nf3 Bg4? 

Or 5...exd4 6.Qxd4 Qxd4 7.Nxd4 b5 8.a4 b4 9.Nd1 Ba6 10.Be3 Nf6 11.f3 Nfd7 12.Rc1 Ne5 13.f4 with a clear advantage for White, G.Jones-Lalic, Kilkenny 2013.

6.Bxc4! 

[image: image]

6...Qc7? 

This queen move really strange move and doesn't appear to make any sense; Black just loses a pawn.

7.dxe5 Bc5 

Maybe Black thought he could play 7...Bxf3 8.Qxf3 Qxe5 but somehow missed that White then has 9.Qxf7+

8.0–0 h6 9.Bf4 

Black is completely lost.

9...Qe7 10.Qb3 b5 11.Nxb5 cxb5 12.Bd5 Be6 13.Qxb5+ Qd7 And Black resigned at the same time. 

1–0

Game # 5

A.Baburin (2593) – S.Schneider (2353) D10

Copenhagen 1999

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.e3 Bf5 4.cxd5 cxd5 5.Qb3 Qc7 6.Bb5+ Nd7 7.Nc3 e6 8.Bd2 Ne7 9.Rc1 Nc6 10.e4 

White has tried several other moves at this point: 

10.Na4 Rc8 11.Ne2 Be7 12.0–0 0–0 13.Nf4 Ndb8 14.Bd3 Bxd3 15.Nxd3 Bd6 16.g3 Qe7 and Black has equalized, Nogueiras Santiago-I. Sokolov, Yerevan 1996. 

10.Nf3 Be7 11.0–0 0–0 12.Ne2 Rfc8 13.Bb4 Bxb4 14.Bxc6 bxc6 15.Qxb4 Rab8 16.Qa3 Qb6 17.b3 c5 18.dxc5 Nxc5 19.Ned4 and White has a slight pull, Stangl-Gretarsson, Eupen 1994. 

10.Nge2 Rc8 11.0–0 Bd6 12.Ng3 Bxg3 13.hxg3 0–0 14.Ne2 Ndb8 15.Nf4 Qb6 16.f3 a6 17.Ba4 Qa7 18.g4 Bg6 19.Nxg6 hxg6 20.Qd3 and White has the bishop pair and some pressure, Arlandi-Belotti, Saint Vincent 1999.

10...dxe4 

[image: image]

Can White grab the initiative with the d4–d5 pawn push?

––––––––

[image: ]


11.d5?? 

11.Nge2 Be7 (Black can also consider 11...a6 12.Bxc6 bxc6 13.Ng3 Rb8 14.Qa4 Rxb2 15.Ncxe4 Bxe4 16.Nxe4 Nb6 17.Qxa6 Bb4 and Black should be okay) 12.Bf4 Bd6 13.Bxd6 Qxd6 14.d5 exd5 15.Qxd5 Qxd5 16.Nxd5 Rd8?! (Black should have played 16...Rc8 17.Nd4 Be6 18.Nb4 Ne7 and Black has neutralized White's pressure) 17.Nc7+ Ke7 18.Bxc6 bxc6 19.Nd4 with better chances for White, Kortschnoj-Hochstrasser, Switzerland 2011.

11...Nc5! 

Black is winning.

12.dxc6 bxc6 13.Qc4 cxb5 14.Nxb5 Qd7 15.Ba5 Rc8 White resigned. 

A possible continuation was 15...Rc8 16.Ke2 e5 17.a4 Be6 18.Qc3 a6 19.Nc7+ Rxc7 20.Bxc7 Nd3 and White is toast.

0–1

Game # 6

A.Onischuk (2655) – R.Gonzalez (2440) D10

Philadelphia 2004

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nc3 dxc4 4.a4 e5 5.dxe5 Qxd1+ 6.Kxd1 Be6 7.e4 

[image: image]

7...Nd7 

The better option for Black is 7...Na6 8.Be3 (or 8.f4 0–0–0+ 9.Ke2 g6 10.Be3 Bc5 11.Nf3 f6 12.h3 fxe5 13.Nxe5 Nf6 14.Kf3 Bxe3 15.Kxe3 Nc5 16.Be2 and White is at best fractionally better, Pushkov-Shaw, Cappelle la Grande 2001) 8...f6 9.f4 Rd8+ 10.Ke2 Bg4+ 11.Kf2 fxe5 12.Bxc4 exf4 13.Bxf4 Nc5 14.Nf3 Nf6 15.Rhd1 Be6 16.Rxd8+ Kxd8 17.Rd1+ Kc8 18.Bxe6+ Nxe6 with a comfortably game for Black, Azmaiparashvili-Gulko, San Roque 1996.

8.f4 0–0–0 9.Kc2 g6 

The alternative is 9...f5 10.Nf3 fxe4 11.Ng5 Bd5?? (11...Bf5!?) 12.Nxd5 cxd5 13.Nf7 Nc5 14.Be3 Nb3 15.Rd1 and White is winning, Fos Santacreu-Gimeno Higueras, Valencia 2009.

10.Nf3 Nc5 

Or 10...f6 11.exf6 (11.Nd4!? Nc5 12.Nxe6 Nxe6 13.exf6 Nxf6 14.Bxc4 Nd4+ 15.Kb1 Bb4 16.e5 looks very promising for White) 11...Ngxf6 12.Ng5 Bg8 13.e5 Nd5 14.Nxd5 cxd5 15.Be3 Nc5 16.Nf3 Nb3 17.Rd1 Bc5, and Black is doing fine, Kamalov-Anisimov,  Zhukovsky 2007.

11.Be3 f6 12.Be2 h5 13.Rad1 a6 14.g4 Re8 15.gxh5 

[image: image]

15...gxh5?? And Black resigned at the same time because of 15...gxh5 16.Bxc5 Bxc5 17.f5 Bd7 18.e6 and White wins a piece. The alternative, 15...Rxh5 is better but after 16.Rdg1 White is clearly better.  

1–0

Game # 7

I.Farago (2515) – V.Bliumberg (2360) D11

Budapest 1994

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dxc4 3.Nf3 c6 4.e3 Be6 5.Ng5 

Here T.Koch-Kuprecichik, Germany 2005 ended, by White resigning before Black could play his next move!

[image: image]

If White wanted to play this idea, he should have included 5.Nc3 Nf6 before playing 6.Ng5.

5...Qa5+ With the knight on g5 falling, White resigned. This identical sequence was repeated in Liptay-Videki, Hungarian Team Ch 2004. 

0–1

Game # 8

S.Gross (2410) – G.Barbero (2520) D11

Balatonbereny 1986

1.Nf3 d5 2.c4 c6 3.d4 Nf6 4.Qc2 g6 5.Bf4 

This set-up for White has been played many times and used by countless grandmasters.

5...Na6 

Perfectly normal. The more common moves are 5...Bg7, 5...Bf5, and 5...dxc4.

6.e3 Qa5+ 

Now, this move is exceptionally rare, even if it looks somewhat normal. The main line is 6...Bf5, e.g., 7.Qb3 Nb4 (7...Qb6 can also be played) 8.Qxb4 e5 9.Qxb7 Rb8 10.Qxa7 exf4 11.Ne5 Bb4+ 12.Nc3 0–0 13.Nxc6 Qd6 14.Nxb4 Qxb4 15.Qa3 Qb7 16.Be2 Ra8 17.Na4 Qc6 and in this sharp position a draw aims upon, ½–½, Ovetchkin-Solak, Pavlodar 2013.

7.Nc3 Bf5 

Or 7...Bg7 8.h3 0–0 9.Be2 dxc4 10.Bxc4 b5 11.Be2 b4 12.Qa4 Qb6 13.Nb1 Nd5 14.Bg3 c5 15.0–0 (15.Nbd2!?) 15...cxd4 16.exd4 Bb7 (16...Nac7!?) 17.Nbd2 with a pleasant position for White, Levin-Getmanchuk, Le Touquet 1998.

8.Qb3 Nb4 9.Rc1 Bg7 

[image: image]

Black had made the following consideration: 10.a3 Nd3+ 11.Bxd3 Bxd3 12.Qxb7 0–0 when Black will have excellent compensation because his queen is in peril, and the king cannot castle. What did Black miss in this calculation?

Black should probably have given preference to 9...Qb6, although the position after 10.Qd1 dxc4 11.Bxc4 Nbd5 12.Be5 Nxc3 13.bxc3 Bg7 looks very nice for White.

10.a3 Nd3+ 11.Bxd3 Bxd3 12.Qxb7 0–0 13.Bc7 The black queen is trapped. Black resigned. 

1–0

Game # 9

A.Czerwonski (2373) – F.Levin (2498) D11

Guben 2003

1.d4 d5 2.c4 dxc4 3.Nf3 c6 4.e3 Be6 5.a4 Nf6 6.Na3 c5 7.Nxc4 cxd4 8.Nxd4 Bd5 9.f3 e6 10.e4? 

[image: image]

How should Black best continue?

The better and safer alternative is 10.Be2 Nbd7 (or 10...Bc5 11.Nb3 Bb4+ 12.Bd2 Nc6 13.Bxb4 Nxb4 14.Qd2 Qe7 15.e4 Bxc4 16.Bxc4 0–0 17.0–0 Rac8 18.Rfc1 Nd7 19.Bf1 Ne5 with equal chances, F.Portisch-Varga, Harkany 2002) 11.0–0 Rc8 12.b3 Bc5 13.Ba3 Bxc4 14.Bxc4 Bxa3 15.Rxa3 0–0 16.Qe2 Ne5 17.Rc1 Qb6 18.a5 Qd6 and Black has equalized, Arlandi-De Filomeno, Bratto 2013.

10...Nxe4 11.fxe4 Qh4+ 12.Kd2 Qxe4 13.Kc3 Na6 

[image: image]

What is best, 14.Qd3, or 14.Nc2?

––––––––

[image: ]


14.Qd3?? Qe1+ Ouch! If the king moves, White will lose his queen to a knight fork. Finally, 15. Nd2 is met with 15...Rc8+, and 15.Bd2 loses a rook, leaving White with only one choice: He resigned. 

0–1

Game # 10

J.Druska (2433) – J.Spalir (2361) D11

Zillertal 2015

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.e3 e6 5.b3 Nbd7 6.Bb2 Bd6 7.Nbd2 0–0 8.Bd3 b6 9.Ne5 Bb7 10.0–0 c5 11.cxd5 exd5 

Black has a couple of alternatives that need to be examined: 

11...Nxd5 12.Ndc4 Nxe5 13.dxe5 Be7 14.Qg4!? (14.a3 f5 15.exf6 Bxf6 16.Qh5 g6 17.Qh3 Bxb2 18.Qxe6+ Kg7 19.Nxb2 Re8 20.Qh3 Qf6 when Black's activity and well-coordinated pieces more than compensate for the sacrificed pawn, Sargissian-Bocharov, Moscow 2007) 14...Qe8 15.Nd6 Bxd6 16.exd6 f6 17.e4 Nb4 18.Bc4 with a clear advantage for White, Zhou-Andriasian, St Petersburg 2009. 

11...Bxd5 12.Ndc4 (12.e4 Bb7 13.Nxd7 Nxd7 14.Nc4 Be7 15.e5 cxd4 16.Bxd4 Nc5 17.Be2 Qd7 18.Qd2 Rfd8 19.Rfd1 Qc6 20.Bf3 Qc7 and Black has equalized, Shankland-Potkin, Sautron 2009) 12...Be7 13.Rc1 cxd4 14.Bxd4 Rc8 15.Qe2 Nc5 16.Bb1 b5 17.Nd2 a6 18.Rfd1 Ncd7 19.Rxc8 Qxc8 20.Nxd7 Nxd7 was played in So-Ding Liren, Wijk aan Zee 2016, and now White could have kept some initiative with 21.e4 Bb7 22.e5 although Black should be fine after 22...Qc7 23.f4 Rd8.

12.f4 

Another interesting line is 12.Nxd7!? Nxd7 13.dxc5 Nxc5 14.Qg4 f6 15.Bc2 Qe7 16.Nf3 g6 17.Nd4 Kh8 18.Qh4 Kg8 19.Qh6 Ne4?? 

[image: image]

How should White best continue? 

20.f3! Ng5 (20...Nc5 is also met with 21.Bxg6 hxg6 22.Qxg6+ Kh8 23.Nf5 and Black is lost) 21.Bxg6! Bc8 (The alternatives are no better 21...Bxh2+ 22.Kxh2 hxg6 23.Qxg6+ Qg7 24.Qxg7+ Kxg7 25.Rac1 or 21...hxg6 22.Qxg6+ Qg7 23.Qxg7+ Kxg7 24.Nf5+ and White is winning) 22.Bf5 Bc5 23.Bxc8 Qxe3+ 24.Kh1 Bxd4 25.Rae1 Qd3 26.Bxd4 Qxd4 27.Re7 and White won shortly, Saric-Martinovic, Zadar 2014.

12...Ne4 

Once more, Black has some more alternatives to choose between: 

12...cxd4 13.exd4 Ne4 14.Nxe4 dxe4 15.Bc4 Nf6 16.Qe2 a6 (or 16...Rc8 17.Rac1 Rc7 18.a4 Bb4 19.Rc2 Re8 20.Rd1 Bd6 with equal chances, Toth-Voss, ICCF email 2009) 17.a4 Bb4 18.Rac1 a5 19.Rc2 Rc8 20.Rd1 Qd6 21.Kh1 Bd5 22.h3 Qe6 23.Kg1 Rfe8 24.Rf1 and draw agreed, ½–½, Rattinger-Hertel, ICCF email 2010. 

12...Qe7 13.Qe2 Rfc8 14.Ndf3 Ne4 15.Nxd7 Qxd7 16.dxc5 Nxc5 17.Rac1 Nxd3 18.Qxd3 f6 19.Rxc8+ Rxc8 20.Rc1, and here a draw was agreed, ½–½, in Mecking-Granda Zuniga, Sao Paolo 2012, although Black is doing well after 20...Rxc1+ 21.Bxc1 Bc5 22.Bb2 Qe7.

13.Nxe4 dxe4 14.Bc4 

[image: image]

What happens if Black plays 14...cxd4?

14...cxd4?? 

Black should have played 14...Nf6 15.Qe2 cxd4 (15...Rc8 when White has a good game, but Black is still in the game) 16.Bxd4 Bc5 17.Rad1 Qe7 18.Bxc5 Qxc5 19.Rd4 with a clear advantage for White, Shaposhnikov-Klaver, chess.com 2017.

15.Nxd7 Black resigned. After 15.Nxd7 Qxd7 16.Qxd4 Black has no satisfactory way of meeting the threat against g7. Black resigned, 1–0, Gusev-Korolev, Kireevsk 2011. 1–0
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