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      “If you’re seeing this, it means we should be friends. So, like my page!”

      Alexis Day frowned and let out an annoyed growl, swiping to delete the voice recording. It wouldn’t do. She didn’t sound… cheerful enough. She stared at her cell as the video played again, smiling to herself. She looked good, her makeup looking just right; she’d made an effort, but it didn’t look like she’d made an effort. The T-shirt she wore was a size too small for her frame, revealing just enough of her figure without being too much. Perfect for Shutter, the world’s most popular social media platform and, really, the only one that mattered anymore.

      Alexis just couldn’t get the voice right. She sounded too desperate, and in fact, she was.

      She hadn’t jumped on the Shutter phenomenon quickly enough, sticking to her previous haunts, ones where she knew exactly how the algorithms worked and thought people would never abandon for way too long.

      People hadn’t deserted the likes of Click, Flash, and Chatter completely; she still got decent traction on her profiles when she turned her attention to them, but they were an afterthought. Shutter mattered. That’s where the influencers hung out; that’s where the money was made; that’s where she belonged.

      Alexis just had to figure it all out, and her frustration with the platform increased each day.

      No, not with the platform. She loved it and marveled at its perfection. Alexis just hadn’t stumbled on the magic formula, the way to turn her videos viral, going from a thousand views to millions.

      The previous night, Alexis couldn’t sleep. She’d aggressively swiped through her cell, studying the most popular videos, watching “How To” videos on Chatter, reading endless blogs, and found nothing to help her. She’d done everything. Tried it all, but nothing worked. Finally crying herself to sleep, Alexis had concluded that she just didn’t have it, so she’d have to change herself.
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      She woke up with a plan. With her first profile, Alexis had tried to be herself too much, revealing more of the mid-twenties, single, bookish, and opinionated woman she was. That wasn’t Shutter. Skimming through the videos she’d uploaded, she realized she’d plunged in too hard at chasing those trending videos instead of starting off small and building the perfect Shutter personality.
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