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            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      The Qing Dynasty: A History of China, PART THREE, takes you into the lives of emperors, empresses, generals, and officials who defined the empire’s final centuries. When I set out to write this book, I wanted to do more than record events—I wanted readers to meet the people themselves: Heshen, the infamous official richer than a nation; the Qianlong Emperor, whose brilliance and vanity left lasting marks; and the cautious Jiaqing Emperor, forced to rule in his father’s shadow.

      Each chapter brings a turning point. You will see the struggle of succession as Qianlong wrestled with the question of choosing an heir, and later how Yongyan became emperor while still under his father’s watchful eye. You will watch rulers who found that being a good emperor was harder than leading an army, and moments when assassins threatened the very heart of the dynasty. Even fate plays its part, sparing lives from lightning strikes and twisting the line of succession until the throne finally returned to the eldest son.

      The book also reveals the empire’s uneasy relationship with the outside world. The stingy emperor who counted every expense, the Qianlong court that rejected Lord Macartney’s British mission, and the fearless Lin Zexu, remembered as the great anti-opium commissioner, all take the stage. These encounters—sometimes proud, sometimes tragic—changed China’s path forever, opening Qing’s gates to foreign pressure and the opium wars that followed.

      Inside the court, power was never secure. Silver drained from the treasury, kindness alone failed to hold the empire together, and “trusted aides” gained more power than emperors themselves. You will meet Empress Dowager Cixi, who rose above ministers and generals, eight ministers who clashed with two empresses, and bandits who won victories that shook the throne. Naval defeats against Asia’s rising powers and unprecedented events in the capital revealed just how fragile the dynasty had become.

      By the final chapters, the great Qing dynasty collapsed under the weight of corruption, foreign invasion, and its own divided court. From Heshen’s meteoric rise to Lin Zexu’s defiance, from Qianlong’s glory to Cixi’s iron hand, this is a human story of ambition, betrayal, loyalty, and downfall. My hope is that these pages bring you close to the voices of the time, so you can feel the grandeur and the tragedy of the last empire of China.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CONTENTS

          

        

      

    

    
    
      
        1. The Corrupt Official Richer Than a Nation

      

      
        2. Choosing an Heir

      

      
        3. Three Rulers in One Empire

      

      
        4. Being a Good Emperor Is Hard

      

      
        5. Assassins Everywhere

      

      
        6. Not Killed by Lightning

      

      
        7. The Throne Finally Goes to the Eldest Son

      

      
        8. The Stingy Emperor

      

      
        9. The British Were Rejected

      

      
        10. The Great Anti-Opium Commissioner

      

      
        11. Qing’s Gates Forced Open

      

      
        12. Where Did All the Silver Go?

      

      
        13. Kindness Alone Cannot Rule

      

      
        14. The Emperor’s Trusted Aide

      

      
        15. Victory for Two Bandits

      

      
        16. Eight Ministers vs. Two Empresses

      

      
        17. An Unprecedented Event

      

      
        18. The Veteran

      

      
        19. Asia’s Top Navy Defeated

      

      
        20. The Empress Who Ruled Everything

      

      
        21. The Fall of the Qing Dynasty

      

    

    
      
        About the Author

      

    

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            
CHAPTER 1


          

          
            THE CORRUPT OFFICIAL RICHER THAN A NATION

          

        

      

    

    
      The Ten Complete Military Achievements carried out by the Qianlong Emperor, and the successive years of warfare, inevitably left the national treasury depleted, and the state at that time was in great need of funds. Fortunately at this critical juncture a renowned "Great Money God," Heshen, appeared; he had a crucial impact on Emperor Qianlong's financial resources.

      Heshen belonged to the Niohuru clan, his original name was Shanbao, and he was a Manchu of the Plain Red Banner. The name "Heshen" was given to him by his teacher after he began attending school.

      His father's name was Changbao. He had originally served as a personal guard to the Qianlong Emperor and held the hereditary title of Third-Class Light Chariot Captain. Later his father was promoted to deputy commander of the Fujian Eight Banners garrison, a military official of the second rank.

      By rights, their family should have been fairly well off. Not long after, his father died of illness while serving in Fujian. His mother had already died earlier, and now his father was gone; at that time Heshen was only nine years old.

      Soon after, the government-granted land that sustained their family was seized. The land was taken by a former close aide of his father, who bribed local officials to buy the Niohuru family's granted land at a very low price. This left Heshen's family in even greater hardship, to the point of being unable to afford meals. Changbao had been relatively honest in office and had not left much property.

      Therefore, the young Heshen had to borrow money everywhere to support the family, enduring cold looks and contempt from others. A shadow was cast over his childhood. When Heshen was ten, he encountered his first opportunity to change his fate because he was fortunate to enter the Xian'an Palace official school to study. Xian'an Palace official school was where the children of Manchu officials studied, and it was also a place specifically established to cultivate reserve talents for the Qing dynasty.

      Most of the teachers who taught there were from the Hanlin Academy, and the courses they taught were very comprehensive, covering the classics and history, ethnic languages, calligraphy and painting, martial arts, horsemanship and archery, and even firearms. Heshen performed exceptionally well in most subjects: he was not only fluent in Manchu, Chinese (Han), Mongolian and Tibetan, but also widely read in classical and historical works and possessed an outstanding command of writing. It is said that the imperial poetic plaque now hung in Chongjing Hall of the Forbidden City was actually penned by Heshen himself, which attests to the depth of his calligraphic skill. Heshen was by no means only literarily gifted; his martial skills were likewise formidable—his horsemanship and archery were both excellent, making him a well-rounded talent in both letters and arms. Yuan Mei once praised Heshen thus: in his youth he was already versed in poetry, prose and ritual, endowed with an extraordinary memory, able to send ferocious beasts fleeing with his bent bow and arrows, and with sword and brush could strike up to the clouds. Such an outstanding young talent, upon reaching the age for marriage, naturally became a desirable suitor in the eyes of many, he was chosen by Feng Yinglian, a minister of the Imperial Household Department.

      Feng Yinglian immediately gave his granddaughter in marriage to Heshen. After starting a family, Heshen began to think about establishing a career. The following year he confidently sat the imperial examinations. He fancied himself exceptionally talented and eloquent, certain he would win a degree, but the result was a bitter disappointment—he failed to place among the successful candidates. This outcome took Heshen completely by surprise. Once, when he mentioned it to Feng Yinglian, Feng earnestly said, "You still don't understand how things work. You think that if you write well you will surely pass the exams, but there are many tricks to it. Without the behind-the-scenes maneuvering, relying solely on your own ability, the odds of success are very low. How can you be guaranteed to pass? Besides, advancing by the examination system is far too slow—you never know how many years it will take. If you start as a minor sixth- or seventh-rank official, it will take at least twenty years to reach the second rank; how old will you be by then?" Heshen hurriedly asked, "What should I do, Grandfather? Give me some advice." Feng Yinglian thought for a moment and said, "Very well, I'll recommend you. As the minister in charge of the Imperial Household Department, I am the emperor's chief steward. You should follow your father's old path and become an Imperial Bodyguard. In the Qing dynasty many officials rose from the ranks of the Imperial Bodyguards, the most famous being Nalan Xingde." Through Feng Yinglian's careful maneuvering, Heshen smoothly worked his way through the channels and, in the capacity of a civil student, succeeded to the hereditary military post of Third-Class Light Chariot Captain, a regular third-rank military office, and also obtained a post with the Luan Yi Guard in the palace. Within the Luan Yi Guard there was a group of men specifically responsible for attending to the emperor on outings, carrying his palanquin and performing related tasks. One only needs to look at the many paintings preserved in the palace—on important occasions such as the emperor's birthday, accession ceremonies, and grand weddings, the people carrying palanquins and dressed in red were performing duties arranged by the Luan Yi Guard.

      A few years later, in the 37th year of Qianlong's reign, Heshen was granted the post of third-class attendant guard and was assigned to the Zhan'gan Office, becoming a guard there. What exactly did the Zhan'gan Office do? Its official title was the Shangyu Reserve Office, and it was usually made up of ten guards. Whenever the emperor went out on inspection tours, the Zhan'gan guards assisted the Guard Office and the Protective Battalion in safeguarding the emperor. They attended beside the emperor's sedan and horses, taking on tasks such as supporting the sedan and carrying lanterns, so they were also called palanquin attendants. It should be noted that those who did this work were generally robust, martial men with practical fighting skills and were not well educated.

      Amid such a group, Heshen suddenly appeared—handsome and brimming with talent. For the Qianlong Emperor, who regularly delighted in literary pursuits and had considerable cultural refinement, he naturally took notice of him quickly. It is said that one evening the emperor was reading the Mencius with Heshen at his side. As dusk fell, the emperor began to have difficulty seeing the annotations in the book, so he instructed Heshen to tend the lamp, saying, "Light the lamp for me; I can no longer see this book clearly." Heshen then asked, "Your Majesty, which sentence are you looking at?" The emperor told him. Unexpectedly, Heshen proceeded to recite all the annotations relating to that sentence from the book, respectfully saying, "Your servant will now recite the annotations for Your Majesty." This made the Qianlong Emperor view him with new respect, and he could not help but exclaim that this man was truly gifted—so outstanding at such a young age, a rare talent for the Qing.

      In the short span of five years that followed, Heshen’s official career sailed smoothly: he was successively promoted to Left Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Revenue, concurrently served as Right Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Personnel, and also held the post of commander of the infantry. These were all highly important positions, roughly equivalent to today’s vice minister of finance, vice minister of human resources and labor, and commander of the Beijing garrison—positions of enormous power. As a result, some officials at court began to harbor resentment toward him. However, it must be said that when Heshen first entered officialdom he was truly upright, diligent, and capable, having committed no obvious faults. For a time those officials could not find a flaw in him. Then, in the 43rd year of Qianlong’s reign, he was impeached by the Minister of Personnel, Yonggui, and was demoted two grades for dereliction of duty while remaining in his posts; his career prospects were thus affected. Why did this happen? While Heshen was serving as deputy minister, a man named An Ming brought him gifts with the obvious intention of securing a promotion. At that time Heshen was relatively incorruptible and, seeing this as a clear bribe, did not accept the gift.

      Heshen believed An Ming to be a talent worth cultivating, so he strongly recommended him and helped him obtain a promotion. An Ming was therefore deeply grateful to Heshen.

      “Look,” An Ming thought, “Mr. He didn’t take my gift and even helped promote me,” and he felt especially grateful to Heshen. From then on An Ming behaved as if he belonged to Heshen’s faction, considering himself Heshen’s man and even saying he would be a loyal dog in Heshen’s household. Not long after, An Ming’s elderly mother died, and by custom he was supposed to return home to observe mourning (duty-bound mourning). But because An Ming had just been promoted, he did not want to give up the opportunity and concealed the matter instead of reporting it. As the saying goes, paper cannot wrap fire—this matter was eventually discovered by Minister Yonggui, right?

      Thus the matter became entangled with Heshen. One must understand that the Qing governed by benevolence and filial piety; a person whose parent had died yet did not return home to mourn—what kind of propriety is that? Moreover, this was a man whom you, Heshen, had recommended, and Yonggui already disliked you, so he seized the opportunity. Consequently, Heshen was implicated, judged negligent, and demoted two ranks. It was probably because of this incident that Heshen’s character underwent a change. Now, you might ask, how did the young Heshen, so early in life, win the Qianlong Emperor’s favor and even become a powerful minister who monopolized authority? The turning point for him was the corruption case of Li Shiyao—and it’s actually quite an interesting story.

      In Chinese history, Heshen can be said to be unquestionably the greatest corrupt official. But unexpectedly, his turnaround from disgrace and his meteoric rise were actually due to an anti-corruption effort. In the first month of the 45th year of Qianlong’s reign, Li Shiyao—who served as a Grand Secretary and Governor-General of Yunnan and Guizhou—was reported for suspected embezzlement and corruption. The Qianlong Emperor immediately issued an edict, dispatching Ka Ning'a, a vice minister of the Ministry of Justice, together with Heshen and other officials to Yunnan to thoroughly investigate the case. At first, the investigation produced no leads and progress was very slow. Later, Heshen devised a plan: he had Li Shiyao’s steward, Steward Zhao, detained and interrogated separately.

      During the interrogation, Heshen used brutal methods to coerce confessions from Steward Zhao. At first Zhao was resolute and resisted to the death, refusing to admit anything. As the pain of the severe punishments mounted, he could not bear it and finally confessed, detailing all of Li Shiyao’s misdeeds to Heshen. With the concrete evidence provided by Steward Zhao, Heshen felt fully confident and relieved.

      Heshen then recorded all of Zhao’s disclosures in detail, producing a transcript. He next summoned Li Shiyao’s senior subordinates. Before these officials Heshen solemnly announced the contents of Steward Zhao’s confession. Those men had originally been loyal followers of Li Shiyao, but seeing that Heshen now possessed such incontrovertible evidence, they sought to save themselves by distancing from Li. As the saying goes, when a drum is broken many will beat it, and when a wall falls many will push it—one after another they came forward to accuse Li Shiyao of various crimes.

      Even officials who had once bribed Li Shiyao claimed they had done so under his oppressive power and were coerced into bribery. In this way Heshen achieved a major breakthrough in the Li Shiyao investigation and won great merit. Faced with the ironclad evidence, the usually shrewd and capable Li Shiyao had no choice but to admit his guilt.

      Heshen successfully cracked the case; a large portion of the silver embezzled by Li Shiyao was presented to the emperor as tribute and did not enter the national treasury but went into the Imperial Household Department. Because of this affair, Heshen was promoted and appointed Minister of Revenue. As mentioned before, the court had six ministries—the Ministry of Personnel, the Ministry of Revenue, the Ministry of Rites, the Ministry of War, the Ministry of Justice, and the Ministry of Works—and the Minister of Personnel nominally ranked first among the six ministers. But in fact the post of Minister of Revenue was the most valuable, because the Ministry of Revenue controlled the country’s finances.

      Heshen was particularly skilled at reading people's words and expressions; he knew very well what the Qianlong Emperor liked and disliked. You could say that as soon as the emperor lifted a foot, Heshen could guess exactly where it would step. Consequently, everything he did suited the emperor’s tastes. Historical records note that his manner was calm and unhurried—so much so that it could arouse suspicion—he often shifted his position while speaking, and he liked witty, humorous phrases. He was naturally alert and intelligent, with an almost photographic memory for things he had seen. He was highly perceptive and needed no lengthy instructions from the emperor; his work was efficient, neat, and outstanding in ability. Even the Jiaqing Emperor, who ultimately punished him, had to admit that Heshen was shrewd and quick to react.

      Especially in his later years, the Qianlong Emperor grew increasingly muddled. People often likened an old man to a “little child”: with age one becomes like a child, wanting to hear only agreeable things and insisting that things go his way; if displeased, he would throw a tantrum. By the end, Qianlong was less and less receptive to candid advice; he loved glory and even styled himself the “Ten-Perfections Old Man,” believing his achievements could rival those of his grandfather, the Kangxi Emperor, and were in no way inferior to his father, the Yongzheng Emperor.

      Because of this, Heshen flattered the emperor every day and used every means to please Qianlong. More importantly, every bit of flattery he offered hit the mark precisely—so artful and unobtrusive that it took effect like spring rain silently nourishing plants—leaving the emperor thoroughly pleased, as if overcome with delight. Most crucially, Heshen knew Qianlong was a great filial son, so he racked his brains and spared no effort to ingratiate himself with Empress Dowager Chongqing. When the Empress Dowager eventually died, Heshen did not, like other ministers, offer a few perfunctory, meaningless remarks; he remained constantly at the emperor’s side, weeping bitterly and going several days without eating. As a result...

      the Qianlong Emperor came to regard Heshen more and more as a trusted confidant, and Heshen’s career rose steadily. But do not suppose Heshen was merely a sycophant—there were plenty of flatterers—and after all Qianlong was a wise ruler, not entirely foolish. Relying solely on flattery would at most make you a mere court jester; there would be no need to promote you to so high a position.

      In the Qianlong Emperor’s later years, among his ministers there was only one person who was fluent in both Manchu and Chinese and who possessed both vision and distinctive insight: Heshen. So the emperor confidently entrusted Heshen with chief editorial duties for large compendia such as the Siku Quanshu (Complete Library of the Four Treasuries), the Daqing Yitong Zhi (Comprehensive Gazetteer of the Great Qing), and the Santong series. Heshen was not only proficient in the major languages—Manchu, Chinese, Mongolian, and Tibetan—but also knew some minor tongues, like Korean and Burmese, and could even speak a few words of Vietnamese; he was truly a linguistic prodigy. Thus, in the 58th year of Qianlong, when the British Macartney mission visited China, the emperor specially appointed the language-gifted Heshen as his representative to conduct negotiations. Given the great significance of Lord Macartney’s embassy to China, we take this opportunity to tell the story in detail. The Macartney mission was the first diplomatic delegation Britain sent to China. By then Britain had already surpassed the Dutch and achieved global dominance. Consequently, the British hoped to negotiate with the Qianlong Emperor to open up China’s markets. The mission’s ships carried a large number of carefully chosen or specially made gifts. One particularly special gift was a model of the warship “Lion,” equipped with 64 guns. Think about it: after the West completed the Industrial Revolution, to what extent had their industrial capability developed?

      Of course, the gifts the mission brought, to be honest, were on the one hand intended to showcase British science and technology, and on the other hand were meant to give China a show of force. Think about it: they brought advanced items that were relatively rare in China at the time, such as the most advanced flintlock muskets, artillery, and even a model of a man-of-war. Unfortunately, both sides actually viewed the matter from their own standpoints. The Qing court did not consider the British gifts particularly impressive. They thought, what good are these guns, cannons, and warships to us? What is there to be amazed about? They would rather have works of calligraphy by Zhao Mengfu, or a painting by Tang Bohu—our emperor is very fond of such things. Who would care for these so‑called advanced weapons? In their view, weapons were ominous and to be disliked. So when Macartney invited Fuk'anggan to watch his guards perform drills with Western firearms—a tactical demonstration of volley fire—Fuk'anggan merely replied coldly, "You may watch or not." At that time, Western firearms were not exactly a novelty. The foreign guns and cannons given to us were simply left sitting in the Old Summer Palace. Eighty years later, when the Anglo‑French allied forces burned the Old Summer Palace and came upon those items, they found them still in their packing, never even opened; we had not even bothered to take a look. Back then, we did not know what the most advanced flintlocks looked like, and in battle we still used matchlocks. So when Heshen met Macartney, do you think that meeting could have been pleasant?

      Heshen, holding to the Celestial Empire worldview, believed Macartney had come to pay tribute and insisted that Macartney observe Chinese ritual by performing the "three kneelings and nine kowtows" to the Qianlong Emperor. The British, however, said that when they see their king they merely bow, and at most they would kneel on one knee only before a bishop, whom they considered God's messenger. They argued that if they were to perform the three kneelings and nine kowtows, then a portrait of the British king should be hung in their embassy, and a Chinese minister of equal rank to Macartney should perform the three kneelings and nine kowtows before the portrait. Macartney explicitly designated Heshen to do this; how could Heshen possibly agree? He flatly refused to do so.

      Thus the two sides fell into a deadlock. At the time, the Qianlong Emperor had been marking his eightieth birthday—although the actual birthday had already passed some time before. The emperor found the English tribute envoys very novel; he had never seen such people, and in fact they were not simply there to present tribute. Qianlong wanted to meet them, and the meeting place was the Mountain Resort rather than the imperial palace, so there was less need to be strict about protocol. After negotiations, the final arrangement was that Macartney would kneel on one knee at the audience, and the three kneelings and nine kowtows would be waived. Of course, the two sides reached no substantive agreement at that meeting, and Macartney’s mission did not achieve satisfactory results for Britain.

      Britain was extremely confident in what its industrial civilization had achieved, but to the Qianlong Emperor these things were hardly worth mentioning—only disdain. Therefore he rejected all of Britain’s requests. In his imperial edict to the British king he proudly declared, “The Celestial Empire’s produce is abundant; it does not need to borrow foreign goods to supply what it lacks,” meaning that we have no need to do business with you. Thus, after the Macartney mission ended its journey, apart from leaving from the port of Guangzhou with a pile of largely useless gifts bestowed by the Qianlong Emperor, the delegation gained nothing else. Given Heshen’s fluency in many languages, he was assigned to meet with Macartney.

      Aside from his skill at flattery and his linguistic talents, these were merely additional merits. His true outstanding ability lay in financial management, which for the Qianlong Emperor was undoubtedly an extremely rare talent.

      In the later years of Qianlong’s reign the emperor grew ever more extravagant, increasingly concerned with prestige, inclined toward ostentation, and fond of giving gifts to others—all of which required large amounts of money to sustain. However, the rules set down by the ancestors clearly stipulated that the emperor’s personal expenses must not add burdens to the people, except in cases of war and disaster relief. It was reasonable to levy taxes during wartime, but it was absolutely impermissible to tax the people simply to build imperial gardens.

      Therefore, these expenses did not come from the state treasury; they had to be raised by the Imperial Household Department itself. The Imperial Household Department’s sources of funds were very limited, while the emperor’s desire for wealth grew ever stronger and he increasingly felt short of money, which troubled him greatly. As the saying goes, “a man with money is a real man; without money he has a hard time” — what was to be done? At that moment Heshen appeared, like a pillow handed to an emperor drifting off to sleep. Heshen was a master of financial management; his methods of accumulating wealth were extremely sophisticated and provided funding for the Qianlong Emperor’s wanton extravagance. Furthermore, Heshen’s methods of amassing wealth went even further: he arranged for wealthy merchants and households to spend huge sums to purchase official positions to protect their interests, and they could also obtain a share of monopolized businesses run by the court. On the birthdays of the emperor and his close relatives, and on various festivals, officials at all levels were required to present tribute and gifts on schedule. It is not hard to imagine that Heshen not only procured benefits for the emperor but personally skimmed countless gains from these arrangements. He completely disregarded law and discipline, not only taking bribes without restraint but also openly extorting people for money and goods. Provincial governors and viceroys, eager to win Lord Heshen’s favor, always made a point of preparing a gift for him whenever they presented tribute to the emperor. Over time Heshen accumulated an astonishing family fortune. Under his influence a corrupt atmosphere developed in the officialdom, with the bad example at the top spreading downward; there were almost no officials who were not corrupt, and everyone was mired in the quagmire of graft. Even the Qianlong Emperor himself lamented that among the provincial governors and viceroys, only about two or three out of ten were capable of remaining honest and upholding their integrity.

      Gradually Heshen’s power became increasingly prominent, making him a de facto power-holder second only to the emperor. He was ennobled as a first-rank Duke Zhongxiang and concurrently held numerous important posts such as Grand Secretary and Minister of Revenue, his titles so many as to dazzle the eye. His power was so great that he could even exert influence over the emperor, and people privately called him the “Second Emperor.” The Qianlong Emperor trusted him immensely and gave his own young daughter, the Tenth Princess, in marriage to Heshen’s eldest son, Fengshen Yinde. This marriage not only put great power in Heshen’s hands but also made him kin to the imperial family, further solidifying his position.

      In the fifty-seventh year of Qianlong’s reign, Heshen additionally assumed the post of Chief Academician of the Hanlin Academy and served in important roles such as the official responsible for daily lectures and the imperial diary. The following year he was appointed instructor of the Shujishi and concurrently took charge of the Imperial Medical Department and the Imperial Pharmacy. He held more than forty posts in all, and his sphere of authority kept expanding. As his power grew, so did his private desires. He used the conveniences of office to form cliques and favor cronies, wildly accumulating wealth. To achieve his ends he resorted to bribery, persecution, intimidation, violence, kidnapping, and other brutal methods to win over local powers and crush his political enemies.

      During the Qianlong era there were more than a hundred cases of literary inquisition. The Qianlong Emperor believed that literati were likely to stir up trouble and pose a threat to imperial authority, so he suppressed intellectuals in society and showed no mercy even toward the court’s civil officials. Heshen exploited this mindset, sowing discord and slandering others before Qianlong, which caused many court literati to die with grievances. Even worse, he monopolized the imperial examination system, openly buying and selling official ranks. Whoever paid the most had the best chance of becoming an official, completely undermining the fairness of the examination system. Through careful manipulation, Heshen made most of the court’s civil and military officials his followers. In such circumstances, no one else could possibly stand equal with him or compete. Moreover, Heshen personally intervened in industry and commerce. In ancient China there was a principle that officials should not compete with commoners for profit, because officials had many resources and powers and common people could not possibly win in commercial competition.

      Using his power, Heshen massively expanded his commercial empire. His household ran 75 pawnshops and more than 300 banks and silver exchanges of various sizes. His commercial reach extended widely; he established business relations with the British East India Company and with the Thirteen Hongs of Guangdong. With these accumulated riches, Heshen left behind a notorious legacy: he was called a man whose power dominated the realm and whose wealth could rival states, earning epithets such as “king of corrupt officials” and “king of embezzlement,” and he became arguably the world’s richest man of the 18th century. It is said his wealth even surpassed that of the famed Rothschild family in Britain at the time.

      Even one as formidable as Heshen saw his fortunes reverse sharply with the death of his patron, the Qianlong Emperor. It was the Jiaqing Emperor who brought him down.
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            CHOOSING AN HEIR

          

        

      

    

    
      The Ten Complete Military Achievements claimed by the Qianlong Emperor, after sorting, in total comprise two campaigns against the Dzungars, one pacification of the Xinjiang region, two campaigns against the Greater and Lesser Jinchuan, one suppression of the Lin Shuangwen uprising in Taiwan, two counterattacks against the Gurkhas, one campaign against Burma, and one campaign against Annam. The Qianlong Emperor attached great importance to these military affairs; in almost every campaign he personally selected the commanding generals and carefully reviewed the memorials sent from the front. Whenever the Qing army defeated an enemy force or captured a city, the court held grand and solemn ceremonies, went to the Imperial Ancestral Temple to report to the ancestors, and richly rewarded the officers and soldiers who had won merit. When the wars ended, the Qianlong Emperor ordered portraits of some meritorious officials from the campaigns to be painted in the Ziguang Pavilion in Zhongnanhai and personally composed poems to record their merits, thereby glorifying these meritorious officials and widely publicizing the achievements of these campaigns.

      It is regrettable that most of the Ziguang Pavilion portraits of meritorious officials have now ended up overseas. This is because during the crisis of 1900, the Eight-Nation Alliance entered Beijing and established their headquarters in Zhongnanhai. In that chaotic period, many of the Ziguang Pavilion portraits were looted, and only a few remained in the country.

      The Qianlong Emperor himself was extremely proud of these military achievements, and in his later years he styled himself "Ten-Complete Old Man." To commemorate these so-called successes, he built the magnificent Pule Temple, Puning Temple, Anyuan Temple and other temples in Chengde, and recorded the merits of each campaign to demonstrate his illustrious military exploits.

      In fact, we all know that Qianlong's "Ten Complete Military Achievements" were pieced together rather tenuously. Among these ten wars, three were counted by splitting a single campaign into two, and four of the wars were actually failures. So, strictly speaking, this is not a rigorous record of "Ten Complete Military Achievements."

      After all, the "Ten Complete Military Achievements" at most amount to Qianlong's late-life self-summary of his lifelong military accomplishments. However, from the titles he gave himself — "Ten-Complete Old Man" and "Ten Complete Military Achievements" — one can clearly see his late-life penchant for vainglorious displays of military success. What he was doing was nothing more than trying, like his revered grandfather Emperor Kangxi, to have his name and achievements be remembered for ages.

      Of course, we cannot completely deny the significance of these ten campaigns. Their greatest contribution was the expansion of the Qing dynasty’s territory, especially in Xinjiang and Tibet. By reforming the administrative systems in these areas, the Qing accelerated effective governance of these border regions, laying an important foundation for the later stabilization of China’s territorial map. During Qianlong’s reign, China’s territorial extent became exceptionally vast. To the northeast it extended to the Outer Khingan, the Udi River, and Sakhalin; to the north it reached as far as Chakhtu; to the northwest it reached Lake Balkhash and the Congling (Pamir) region; to the south it encompassed the Spratly and Paracel Islands; to the east it included Taiwan and its affiliated islands such as the Diaoyu Islands. At that time, China’s land area reached 13 million square kilometers, an unprecedented expanse. The border regions’ centripetal attachment to the central court steadily increased, and the peoples of the various ethnic groups within the country became ever more closely connected in economic and cultural exchanges—an intimacy unmatched by any previous dynasty, with achievements surpassing those of earlier regimes. During Qianlong’s period, China’s population climbed to as many as 300 million. China’s gross domestic product (GDP) accounted for one-third of the world total at the time—this is not merely something Chinese say. In Paul Kennedy’s The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers it is clearly recorded that in the fiftieth year of Qianlong, that is, 1785 AD, China’s GDP accounted for 32% of the world’s GDP, while the combined GDP of eleven European countries amounted to only 22% of the world total.

      In that era, there were only ten cities worldwide with populations exceeding 500,000. Six of them were in China: Beijing, Nanjing, Yangzhou, Suzhou, Guangzhou, and Hangzhou. The remaining four were London in Britain, Paris in France, Edo in Japan (now Tokyo), and Madras in India. In other words, of the world’s merely ten cities with populations over half a million, China held six. China’s population grew to three hundred million. Today we often say that one in five people in the world is a descendant of Yan and Huang, but the situation was even more astonishing then. The world population was about 830 million at the time, so by that calculation roughly one in every two people was a descendant of Yan and Huang. Thus we must admit that, to a considerable extent, China was unquestionably a world power at that time. China truly was a rightful world power. Nowadays Chinese often mention that the GDP ranks second in the world, but in fact before the Opium War China consistently sat atop the world; only during that one period was it no longer number one.

      The Qianlong Emperor inaugurated the last great flourishing in ancient Chinese history—the Kangxi–Qianlong era of prosperity. As the leader of that prosperous age, after ruling for sixty years the Qianlong Emperor formally announced he would abdicate in favor of his fifteenth son Yongyan, the future Jiaqing Emperor, while he himself became Retired Emperor. What lay behind this decision? The Qianlong Emperor believed it would help promote filial piety. As early as the first year of his reign, the newly enthroned Qianlong had stated that, if Heaven favored him and he could reign for sixty years, he would pass the throne to a prince, and would not dare to equal his grandfather Emperor Kangxi’s sixty-one years on the throne. In other words, if he could reach sixty years on the throne, he would hand the throne to his son and would not remain as long as his grandfather. In 1796 the Qianlong Emperor announced his abdication, and there were profound reasons behind it. Sixty-one years earlier, Qianlong had privately vowed that he would never allow his years on the throne to exceed those of his imperial predecessor Kangxi. That promise was by no means a passing whim but rather an expression of his deep respect for Emperor Kangxi. Kangxi reigned for sixty-one years; with his civil governance and military achievements he laid the foundations of the Kangxi–Qianlong prosperity and was a model whom Qianlong admired and emulated all his life. In this way Qianlong paid the highest tribute to that great ancestor.

      Although Qianlong later served as Retired Emperor for three years—so that if those three years were counted his actual time wielding power would exceed Kangxi’s—in Qianlong’s mind those three years were essentially different from truly reigning. He chose to withdraw behind the scenes in name and yield the throne to his successor in order to keep the promise he had made years earlier and to preserve Kangxi’s status as the Chinese monarch with the longest reign.

      Beyond expressing respect for Kangxi, Qianlong’s action had more pragmatic considerations. He had personally witnessed the brutal “nine sons contending for the succession” episode; the scenes of brothers slaughtering one another and turning against kin pained him deeply. Qianlong’s father, the Yongzheng Emperor, emerged victorious in that cruel struggle for the throne, but the victory was accompanied by endless sorrow and regret. Relations between Yongzheng and his brothers were strained, and the court was permeated by suspicion and hatred. Even in Qianlong’s own time his relations with his brothers were not always smooth—for example, he once had an unpleasant episode with Hongzhou.

      Qianlong well understood that struggles for power could destroy familial bonds, and he did not want such tragedies to repeat among his sons. He hoped that by abdicating early he could personally witness the crown prince he had chosen successfully ascend the throne, thereby avoiding court turmoil caused by succession disputes. At the same time, this was a forceful rebuttal to those among the populace and in the court who accused him of refusing to designate an heir. By acting, Qianlong showed people that he was not clinging to power but had long-term plans and considerations.

      In the Qianlong Emperor’s view, abdicating in favor of his son was a key measure to ensure a smooth transfer of supreme power and the country’s peace and stability. He meticulously arranged all matters relating to abdication and made full preparations for the new emperor’s accession. It proved to be a wise decision. Precisely because he abdicated early and made thorough arrangements, after his death the transfer of power proceeded smoothly, and the country did not experience major upheaval or disorder, continuing to maintain a prosperous and stable situation.

      Finally, the Qianlong Emperor passed the throne to his fifteenth son, Yongyan. Yongyan was honest and sincere, diligent and studious, and among Qianlong’s many sons showed a certain measure of talent and character. After careful consideration, Qianlong judged him a suitable candidate to inherit the throne and entrusted this heavy burden to his shoulders. Emperor Jiaqing can thus be regarded as the successor chosen by Qianlong—so how exactly did he become Qianlong’s heir? Qianlong fathered a considerable number of children, though still fewer than his grandfather Kangxi. In all he had twenty-seven children, seventeen sons and ten daughters. Take, for example, the youngest, the Tenth Princess—didn’t she marry Heshen’s son Fengshen Yinde? Among those seventeen sons, Qianlong’s greatest affection was for the two legitimate sons born of Empress Xiaoxianchun. So when he first ascended the throne he quietly resolved that he would ensure a legitimate son inherited the throne—doing what predecessors had not done and obtaining blessings they had not obtained. Before him, no emperor had been born of the empress: his father the Yongzheng Emperor was not born of the empress, his grandfather Kangxi was not, his great-grandfather Shunzhi likewise was not, and even Hong Taiji was not born of his principal wife. Therefore Qianlong vowed he must accomplish this, to do what earlier rulers had not done and to gain what they had not gained. Regrettably, as the saying goes, if sons do not turn out capable they cannot preserve the family’s legacy: both of those legitimate sons died young, which caused Qianlong immense sorrow. After repeatedly losing suitable heirs, for more than twenty years Qianlong never again mentioned designating a successor. Although the emperor did not raise the issue, the ministers could not help but bring it up—especially the lower-ranking officials, who were particularly anxious.

      The vacancy of the position of heir apparent was a huge hidden danger for the state. Once the emperor passed away, the realm would inevitably plunge into turmoil. Up until the thirty-first year of Qianlong’s reign, apart from the fourth and sixth princes—who obtained titles after being adopted into the households of other imperial princes’ sons—none of the other imperial sons held any noble rank. Regardless of age or marital status, these princes were forced to remain obediently in the palace, studying day after day and forbidden to interact freely with the outside world. To be honest, their situation was only marginally better than imprisonment. The Qing drew lessons from the Ming and made a series of adjustments. First, they would not be careless in conferring titles. In the Ming, any son of the emperor would almost certainly be granted the rank of prince; a prince’s eldest son would inherit the title, and the others would be made commandery princes. Over the whole Ming dynasty, sixty-five princes were actually enfeoffed, twenty-two were posthumously granted titles, and there were as many as 924 commandery princes. One can imagine that such large-scale ennoblement consumed vast national wealth. The Qing therefore stipulated that imperial sons would not necessarily be granted princely titles. In theory the lowest rank for an imperial son began at beizi, but in practice some princes were only granted the title of zhenguo gong (Duke Who Guards the Nation). If a family started out only as zhenguo gong, after several generations the branch would gradually become a marginal imperial lineage. Thus the Qing were very cautious about bestowing ranks and did not ennoble lightly.

      Second, the Qing placed particular emphasis on the education of imperial sons. Princes entered school at the age of five; when did their studies end? Only when their father granted them a title and assigned them duties were they considered to have graduated. If they received no title or appointment, they had to remain in the palace studying dutifully. It can be imagined that some princes were already quite old yet still studying in the palace—their level of study comparable to master’s, doctoral, or even postdoctoral levels, and they continued learning. Take the fourth and sixth princes, for example: their treatment was relatively favorable, as they were adopted into other princely lines. The emperor often had his sons adopted into other households, partly with an eye to acquiring others’ property. However, one should not assume that being adopted into another prince’s line and inheriting that title allowed them to act as they pleased. The Qing strictly limited their allowances and did not permit them to use the princely dress and regulations; they were required to dress according to the regulations for imperial sons.

      From this it is clear that the Qianlong Emperor treated his sons and daughters in starkly different ways. In front of his daughters he was an affable, kindly father, and when he was pleased he would even be willing to toil like a beast of burden for them. Before his sons, however, he always wore a stern expression, presenting himself as an elevated paternal sovereign. Qianlong’s behavior was entirely political in motive: he sought to suppress his sons’ political ambitions and prevent the succession struggles that had plagued previous generations from recurring. Accordingly, his control over the princes was extremely strict, and at times his vigilance verged on paranoia. The key incident was when he launched a fierce reprimand at the First Prince and the Third Prince. One must remember that the deceased was not their mother, so they could not be expected to beat their breasts and fall into inconsolable grief. Yet the Qianlong Emperor declared, “The First Prince and the Third Prince are so unfilial that I cannot bring myself to execute them now. But after my death, there is absolutely no possibility that either of them will inherit the throne.”

      The Qianlong Emperor went on to say that if the First Prince and the Third Prince harbored resentment in the future, it would inevitably escalate to brothers slaughtering one another. Rather than wait for them to turn on each other, it would be better to execute them while he was still alive. At that time the emperor was furious. He then turned to admonish the Manchu ministers: “If anyone petitions in future to have an heir appointed, I will deal with them according to the law and show no mercy.” In reality, everyone could plainly see that there was nothing seriously amiss in the behavior of these two princes; the emperor’s vehement words were merely an aberration caused by his grief during Empress Xiaoxianchun’s mourning period. His two sons, however, could not bear such a crushing blow.

      As a result of this shock, the First Prince fell gravely ill. In the fifteenth year of Qianlong’s reign he died of anxiety and fear. From the time the emperor’s severe reprimand had been delivered, only one year and nine months passed; he was not yet twenty-three when he died. The emperor, having come to his senses after the Empress’s mourning, was filled with deep regret.

      To soothe his unease, the Qianlong Emperor posthumously granted Yonghuang the title Prince Ding'an, making Yonghuang the first of his sons to be ennobled as a prince. The title was inherited by Yonghuang’s eldest son Miande. Miande thereby became the first among Qianlong’s many grandsons to succeed to a princely title. Moreover, while the Qianlong Emperor was still alive, Miande already had a grandson, which allowed Qianlong to witness five generations living together—he saw his great-grandson, that is, his grandson’s son. In short, the Qianlong Emperor personally saw members of the “zi” generation of the imperial line. Thus, throughout his life the emperor showed special favor to the branch of the eldest son. Later, the Third Prince Yongzhang also died of illness; they had all predeceased the emperor, right? Then the Fourth and Sixth Princes were adopted into other imperial branches. The First Prince died young, and the Second Prince, though a legitimate son, did not live long either—the First, Second, and Third Princes all died in succession, while the Fourth and Sixth were adopted out. Given these circumstances, the emperor fixed upon the Fifth Prince, Yongqi, as the suitable candidate for heir apparent.

      Yongqi was indeed outstanding: skilled in horsemanship and archery, fluent in Chinese, Manchu, and Mongolian, equally accomplished in civil and military affairs, and especially favored by his father. In the thirtieth year of Qianlong’s reign he was granted the title Prince Rong of the First Rank. It could be said that, barring misfortune, the next sovereign’s identity seemed clear. Tragically, however, the following year Yongqi died of illness at only twenty-six. Over the next seven years Qianlong had to continually search among his other sons for a suitable heir. At that time only five sons remained alive and available for selection: the eighth son Yongxuan, the eleventh son Yongxing, the twelfth son Yongci, the fifteenth son Yongyan, and the seventeenth son Yonglin.

      Among these five, by status the twelfth son Yongci was the most distinguished, for he was born of Qianlong’s second empress, Lady Ulanara. It was precisely because he was Lady Ulanara’s son that he missed his chance at the throne. In the thirtieth year of Qianlong’s reign a fierce conflict erupted between Lady Ulanara and the emperor; the precise cause remains an unresolved mystery. In a fit of rage the Qianlong Emperor sought to depose her, but removing an empress was not a matter to be taken lightly, and his ministers pleaded with him until the plan was abandoned. Even so, the empress’s position was already a mere nominal title. The following year, the thirty-first year of Qianlong’s reign, the empress succumbed to illness brought on by depression. After her death, the emperor’s anger had not subsided, and he had Lady Ulanara buried with the funeral rites of an Imperial Noble Consort—below the standard of an empress—which of course implicated Yongci and completely ruled him out of contention for the succession.

      Added to that, Yongci’s health was poor; he died in the first month of the forty-first year of Qianlong’s reign at only twenty-five. He received no title and no formal funeral rites. Among the imperial sons, the eighth son Yongxuan was relatively old. His conduct was frivolous and casual, his temperament eccentric, and he often handled affairs ineptly. Despite repeated reprimands from the Qianlong Emperor, he persisted in his ways with no sign of remorse. Moreover, he had a foot disability. Imagine such a man becoming the sovereign of the realm—surely that would damage the dignity and image of our Great Qing. For these reasons the Qianlong Emperor found it difficult to take to him. However, the eighth prince lived to an advanced age, surviving into the Daoguang era and dying at eighty-seven.

      The eleventh son, Yongxing, was the most outstanding among the princes in literary talent, especially skilled in calligraphy. He was one of the Qing dynasty’s four great calligraphers. His achievements in painting and calligraphy were widely recognized; he invented the “Bazhan Method” and, together with Weng Fanggang, Liu Yong, and Tiebao, was acclaimed as one of the four great calligraphers of the Qianlong period, later being ennobled as Prince Cheng. But the Qianlong Emperor greatly disapproved of him for neglecting horsemanship and archery and for blindly emulating the scholarly manners of Han literati. Qianlong felt that, as a son of the imperial house, he should not emulate Han customs so thoughtlessly. Accordingly the emperor issued a reprimand, stressing that what seemed like trifling matters in fact concerned the fate of the state and the feelings of the people and must not be treated lightly. Qianlong had always placed great emphasis on mastery of the Manchu language and on horsemanship and archery, and he was deeply worried that the Manchu nobility would be sinicized.

      As for the seventeenth prince Yonglin, he was arguably the least promising among his brothers. From childhood he disliked studying and was frivolous and impetuous. As he grew older he often sneaked out of the palace in plain clothes to the city’s pleasure quarters for amusement. In the fifty-fourth year of Qianlong, when the emperor made a large-scale conferring of titles on the eve of his eightieth-birthday celebrations, Yonglin was granted only the rank of beile, completely putting him out of the running for the throne. After that he gave up all hope of the imperial succession. He once told intimates, “Even if the emperor’s favor were as abundant as rain and dew, not a single drop would fall on me. If someday one of my brothers becomes emperor and could grant me Heshen’s mansion, I would be satisfied.” As he hoped, when his fifteenth brother ascended the throne as the Jiaqing Emperor, he indeed awarded Yonglin half of Heshen’s much-envied mansion and ennobled him as Prince Qing. From that time on Yonglin lived contentedly in his residence.

      By contrast, among the Qianlong Emperor’s sons only the fifteenth son, Yongyan, had the best chance of inheriting the throne. Thus, in the thirty-eighth year of Qianlong’s reign the fifteenth prince was secretly invested as crown prince. At that time he was only thirteen. His mother was from a Han banner family, the Wei-jia clan. In those days, Han surnames followed by “-jia” usually indicated Han-banner origin. His mother’s background was not especially high, but the boy possessed qualities the other princes lacked. He was known for his diligence and love of learning, believing himself not especially gifted, and therefore applied himself to study with particular earnestness. Even in the dead of winter, well into the night, he would keep a book in his hand. He began formal schooling at five and continued studying until he was thirty-five. At that time there were not as many subjects as today, and most of the curriculum belonged to the literary arts; he had read nearly all the books available.

      He also had another outstanding trait: he was filial and intelligent. Raised under the Qianlong Emperor’s strict guidance, he had an exceptional bearing and appearance, upright character, industrious habits, a simple life, and was generous and benevolent toward others. His greatest virtue was restraint: he was not tempted by excesses of flesh and pleasure, nor did he commit any extreme acts.

      Negative records about him in the official histories and in anecdotal notes are exceedingly rare. Now over sixty, the Qianlong Emperor had to make a decision about succession. In the secret edict transferring the throne he carefully wrote Yongyan’s name. Yet after laying down his brush he remained deeply worried. After all, thirteen was far too young for an heir; whether this seemingly promising sapling could grow into a towering tree no one could be sure.

      Fortunately, heaven smiled on Yongyan. Up to the sixtieth year of Qianlong’s reign Yongyan remained in good health, and his conduct increasingly won the Qianlong Emperor’s recognition and approval.

      When the time came for the succession ceremony, after comprehensive consideration and study the Qianlong Emperor judged the fifteenth prince Yongyan to have passed the assessment and ultimately transferred the throne to him. The realm Yongyan inherited was not as prosperous as it appeared on the surface; in reality it concealed many hidden dangers. In his later years the Qianlong Emperor pursued a life of luxury without restraint. Vast wealth was consumed by extravagant entertainments and displays, and this series of acts directly caused the state finances to collapse rapidly at the beginning of the Jiaqing Emperor’s reign, leaving the treasury virtually empty. Officialdom grew increasingly corrupt: embezzlement, bribery, and favoritism became widespread, and the civil administration sank into deep corruption.

      In such an adverse environment social conflicts sharpened; many ordinary people lost the means to support themselves, were forced to leave their homes and wander, living miserable lives without a fixed dwelling. Moreover, rebellions and uprisings broke out everywhere and battles followed in succession, plunging society into turmoil and unrest.

      Under such difficult circumstances, to revive the nation’s fortunes and restore every trade and industry from decay to renewed prosperity would undoubtedly be an extremely difficult task.
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      Out of careful consideration for the long-term fate of the Great Qing, the Qianlong Emperor, after a comprehensive and meticulous evaluation of his princes, made a solemn decision: he would in the future abdicate the throne in favor of his fifteenth son, Yongyan, and retire behind the scenes as the Retired Emperor. For the Qianlong Emperor, who had a very strong desire for control and a competitive streak, it was by no means easy to get him to truly keep his original promise to abdicate. As the saying goes, "A gentleman's word, once spoken, cannot be taken back." As a sovereign, he could not go back on his word; once spoken, it could not be retrieved. In the end, Qianlong and his son Yongyan still successfully reached an agreement on abdication.

      As for how that agreement was reached, I will now explain it in detail. Qianlong publicly declared that after his abdication he would hold the honorary title of Retired Emperor, continue to refer to himself as "Zhen," and that the edicts issued by the Retired Emperor would be called imperial edicts.

      Regarding the division of governmental duties between the reigning emperor and the Retired Emperor, the Qianlong Emperor made careful arrangements. He stated that the Jiaqing Emperor would be mainly responsible for handling routine, everyday affairs. When major military or state matters and the appointment and dismissal of officials arose, they would require the personal guidance and handling of the Retired Emperor. Newly appointed officials at the fu and dao level and above, that is, officials of the fourth and fifth ranks and above, were to go to the Retired Emperor to pay their respects after taking office. The Retired Emperor also had an important duty to instruct and admonish the emperor every day. From this it is apparent that the Qianlong Emperor had in fact only abdicated in name; he neither relinquished political power nor let go of control over the military, and the reins of government remained firmly in his hands.

      What was even more excessive was that he did not intend to give up the palace in the Forbidden City that symbolizes the Son of Heaven—the Hall of Mental Cultivation. The Qianlong Emperor said, “I have lived in this Hall of Mental Cultivation for sixty years; I am very comfortable here, have long been accustomed to everything here, and really do not want to move. I am old; if I change places I might not be able to sleep.” In old age people often suffer from insomnia, and in those days there were no sleeping pills. This created a problem: Qianlong would not move out of the Hall of Mental Cultivation, so where would the Jiaqing Emperor live? After much thought the Qianlong Emperor said, “You should continue to live in Yuqing Palace. Yuqing Palace was originally where the crown prince of the Eastern Palace resided, and the Fourth Prince lived there before. You will continue to live there, but we’ll change Yuqing Palace’s name.” He had not yet decided what to call it and would make a decision later. You can imagine how displeased anyone would be at such arrangements from their father. But as a son there was nothing he could do. After hearing his father’s edict, Yongyan accepted the position of crown prince, but he told his father that he would not accept being enthroned with a change of era name next year.

      Yongyan said, first, that he was still young; and second, although he had studied diligently over the years and was now thirty-five, he still felt his learning was shallow and his experience lacking. Managing a few servants and officials might be barely doable, but governing this vast empire would be exceedingly difficult.

      So he told the Qianlong Emperor, “Your son only wishes to be a prince, to attend upon Your Majesty morning and evening, to pay filial respects and greet you, and to be content merely to receive Your Majesty’s teachings; I earnestly beg to be excused from being invested as crown prince.” In short, he begged his father to continue to hold the throne. If a succession were truly to take place, it should wait until Your Majesty reaches the age of a centenarian. The so‑called qiyi means to live to one hundred years old. When you reach the age of one hundred and then pass the throne to me, as long as I am still alive I will not refuse. Father, your age is not actually that advanced now—you are far from a hundred. So, as your son, I cannot accept your abdication under any circumstances.
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