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Disclaimer




Due to the darkening nature of this series from one book to another… 

…For a list of comprehensive trigger warnings and research material used for various aspects of worldbuilding, please visit the links listed at the end of this book. Thank you.








  
  
Dedication




For all my fellow Daddy’s Girls out there… whether yours is in this realm or not, or if he is your biological father or, like Ian, the father figure who stepped up into bonus levels? 

Give him a hug. He loves you, lassie.
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Glossary of Merna and Other Common Terms




Adikous naiha: Siblings in arms and merit who are bloodbound through ritual; must be nominated and approved by council Elders; Uran Shifei and Uran Shifan cannot vote, along with the nominating Elder; Uran Shifei and Uran Shifan cannot make nominations, but may persuade an Elder to do so on their behalf 

Alza’sos: (husband) A male who has been mated to either a female or another male

Ante-chasm: a checkpoint or last entry way; houses a Veil spell for hiding in plain sight

Arai’sos: No direct translation; common descriptors include equal, soulmate, fated to be mated

Araibib: My eternal love

Arsinoëphorus Alliance: (the council, the Alliance) the elected Elders who serve to govern and protect merna; borne from a pact made between the five, original Elders and the Ilihipho-ra, including its namesake, Arsinoë IV, former Pharaoh of Egypt and sister of Cleopatra; democratic style government with representation of each merna type

Changeling: A merna who spent their lives in the human world until coming to merna culture in their teenage or adult years; they usually struggle to fit in as a human, but they find acceptance in the process of changing; the change from human to merna type is determined by genetics

Chokya: The most profane insult to say about a female vampire; questions her worth and leadership in a matriarchal society

Coven or clan: A house or network of homes working together as sects of the Alliance’s council of Elders; each has one Elder chair; comprised chiefly of merna, but may also include allied humans as “sunwalkers”

Draco-merna: (dragonkin, dracokin, draco) Non-human humanoid who may or may not have magical or heightened abilities; have dragon blood in their family ancestry; do not shift into a draconic form; their magic pulls from Yelbeghen of the Ilihipho-ra

Duyun chrezoi: a life debt; the closest next of kin, progenitor, or ruling head of the Elders can choose the repayment(within reason) and who shall carry out the deed

Fae-merna: (faerie, fae) Non-human humanoids with wings that come at their changeling age; cannot be Turned into fae, but they can be Turned into other merna types; beings of complete and total magic; their magic pulls from Artemis of the Ilihipho-ra

Gath’rana: The sacred meeting space each Elder maintains in their fortress for holding Gatherings with other Elders and officials

Gathering: A meeting of Alliance Elders and guest diplomats where decisions require scripted ritual for debate and democratic voting for the creation of Vambuhn under a two-thirds majority; visiting officials and guests may attend upon request

Guilded Governor or Guilded Governess: Regional leaders of the Hunters’ Guild

Habi: My beloved

Halflings: Any merna who is a combination of human or merna racial types; may or may not grow up as part of merna society, and they may come to the Alliance at any point in their lives; if both parents are merna of different races, then one type becomes dominant over the others

Hunterson: A merna with human and merna mixed lineage, and the human end specifically includes mostly Hunters' Guildsmen

Ilihipho-ra: The divine, forgotten Gods of old who invested their magic to the original Elders of the Alliance(Nephthys, Fenrir, Artemis, Hecate, Yelbeghen)

Imperial Lord Hunter: Ruler of all Hunters

Innae-merna: (catkin, catfolk, tigerkin, or tigerfolk) Non-human humanoid shapeshifters who may or may not have magical or heightened abilities otherwise with one or both forms: a domestic house cat and/or a tiger; unlike with lycan-merna, they do not have a taming aspect and work as a single person in harmony; their magic pulls from Hecate of the Ilihipho-ra

Jaza’sos: (wife) A female who has been mated to either a male or another female

Khoy: Brother (biological)

Khoya: Sister (biological)

Khufim: Male Elder from a coven of only some types of non-human humanoid, including draco-merna, fae-merna, and lycan-merna who sits as a member of the Alliance; can be married/mated/single; a male vampire or innae-merna may only sit as Khufim if a female is not available to take the role and through nominations based solely on merit due to matriarchal bloodlinetracing; adding “-ra” to the end indicates royal ancestry connecting to humans

Kreyo / Kreya:(Master / Mistress) Concerned with being a master smith of a craft; magicalhistorian and leader of all magical training for the Alliance; a positiongained through merit and nomination alone; cannot be nominated by Uran Shifei,Uran Shifan, or Yara Khufim; may be of any non-human humanoid species, so longas merit is proven; predecessor may appoint one successor, but they may notpartake in the voting process on any Alliance agenda as they are constantlyadvising bodies to the council

Lycan-merna: (wolfkin, wolfen,werewolf) Non-human humanoid shapeshifters who may or may not have magical orheightened abilities otherwise with a shifted form into a wolf; the wolf insidemust be tamed, and the full moon can force an untamed wolf to shift into control;their magic pulls from Fenrir of the Ilihipho-ra

Mah-ren: literally translated to English as mother butimplies adoptive or foster status; a term of honor and endearment sebayksbestow upon female progenitors only

Mashiox alashaxs:(sunwalker) Any humanoid being, non-human or otherwise, contracted by a Shifei,Shifan, or Khufim as members to their coven that is not of the Elder’s species;newcomers must be approved by the council through a vote, except inlife-or-death situations; the contract is deemed acceptable for a provisionaltimeframe that can be made permanent after meeting certain conditions; may worksimilarly to sanctuary in Catholicism

Master Militant:Leader of the Alliance’s military efforts; reports only to the Elders; overseesland and sea efforts against the Hunters

Merit: An honor gaining system where merna earn respectand reputation through the type of deeds and actions they take

Myrhabi: Beloved prince

Sebayk: student, pupil, ward

Senef scry: (blood magic) the onlyillegal and known magical attribute according to the Arsinoëphorus Alliance;requires a blood sacrifice as the catalyst; risks suicide and bloodlust; can betried as a traitor due to Vambuhn against the art and suicide

Shalo-jri: a teleportation spellthat allows free movement between reality and limbo at the cost of magicalenergy (astral or abyssal)

Shifan: Female Elder from a coven of any type of mernawho also sits as a member of the Alliance (wed/mated); adding “-ra” to the endindicates royal ancestry connecting to humans

Shifei: Female Elder from a coven of any type of mernawho also sits as a member of the Alliance (unwed/unmated); adding “-ra” to the endindicates royal ancestry connecting to humans

Talash-jri: (limbo) Literallytranslates to English from merna as “to fade from all worlds;” akin to beingtrapped in limbo with a chance to earn back immortality for merna souls orheaven for human souls

The Hunters’ Guild: Thehuman-based organization intent on enslaving and slaying non-human humanoidsand other, magical creatures to where only humans freely exist; originates fromthe armies of Marc Antony and Cleopatra

Turn, Turned, Turning: Theprocess by which a non-pureblooded merna Turns or changes from a human to amerna type; no beings can be Turned fae

Turnling: Once used as a termbetween lovers, the meaning has changed to be a term of affection from aprogenitor in Turning to the merna they Turned, as a parent would a child

Uran Shifei or Uran Shifan: Headfemale of the Alliance; traditionally a full-blooded vampire (female) whosebirthright succession can be proven to link back to Pharaoh Arsinoë IV, themurdered sister of Cleopatra; can be a chosen regent for the birthright intimes of crisis, but the regent is preferably female (male if a worthy femaledoesn’t exist) and is given the role through democratic nomination and vote;the title depends on wed/unwed or mated/unmated status accordingly; birthrightfemales are required to produce heirs as part of their ruling duties;matriarchal leadership advised by a council of all coven types; adding “-ra” tothe end indicates royal ancestry connecting to humans

Vambuhn: (Provisions) Overruling laws per the currentUran Shifei(-ra) or Uran Shifan(-ra)

Vam-merna: (Vampire) Non-humanhumanoids with fangs who must drink blood as part of their survival; may or maynot have psychic or astral abilities; severely allergic to daylight in mostcases; their magic pulls from Nephthys of the Ilihipho-ra

Vamshya: (Decrees) Overruling laws per Shifei, Shifan,and Khufim

Yara Khufim:Arai’sos of Uran Shifan; often seen as Master Militant; adding “-ra” to the endindicates royal ancestry connecting to humans
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Chapter 1
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“Land, ho!” 

Taking in a breath, Ian Ptolemy-Sinclair yelled across the much-smaller Good Ship Little Strumpet, “Drop anchor, brothers!”

They sailed up and down the American coast in the tinier vessel for a decade, taking their found family into the first few years of the 1700s. Navigation through the little ports cropping up along rivers connecting back to the Atlantic was exhilarating. Thankful for his band of no-longer-magical immortal siblings-in-arms, he landed them safely in yet another growing town. The once-human merchant in his vampire soul craved seeing how much this new country would continue to grow in the centuries ahead. Glad to find calm waters, he waved to his brothers as a signal they had docked safely.

“The hour is early. Do you think they will accept us in town?” Bjorn asked as he finished climbing down their single mast. The werewolf adjusted his cloak, as if he enjoyed the brisk bite to the chill a river’s water provided the early morning air.

“We’re in Virginia. If we do not find a place open to sleep, they will let us sleep in our own vessel and guard it. What has you so worried, wolfen?” Ian asked, his Scottish twists to English words wheezing between coughs. Frigid temperatures scorched his lungs with icy shards, and he did not entirely miss the sensation.

The Swedish werewolf glared at his vampire brother-in-arms. “Something in my wolf’s bones ache, yet we are not near a full moon. Something is amiss in the air.”

“Do you fathom it could follow us from here to the ocean?”

“You are making fun of me, Scot,” Bjorn droned.

“I like to keep things lighthearted this time of year. Besides, I have a birthday to prioritize throughout the duration of this trip, if you remember kindly.” Ian loved playing the elfish gift giver, no matter what the occasion. He didn’t usually need to look far for a reason to fill the role with all his mirth and joy, and a birthday was the perfect excuse.

“You spoil Iona far too much. You would make her closest friend, my daughter, jealous. What are you going to do with both friends being properly grown females?” Bjorn chortled, following Ian off the ship to finish tethering their vessel to what would be some sort of docks in the Williamsburg area. They had managed their way up the York River, and seeing how much the city had grown, since their last visit a year ago, was astounding. The colonies from England dotting the Atlantic coastline were steady, or not, and this one seemed to be yet another addition Virginia deserved.

Looking over the horizon greeting them to scope out familiar signs for shops, Ian explained, “Perhaps, you should have a reason to purchase Vikki something as a treat, while you are here? Or does that mean you are purchasing things for more than her and her twin, Marko?”

“Shelley sent me with a list an ocean deep as it is. Do not give me a reason to bring more things home with us. That mate of mine keeps my coins quite flowing, in more ways than one,” the werewolf hmphed. “Besides, the Little Strumpet is taking on so, many other things as it is, with the fur trade becoming more expensive these days. Can she hold as much as her namesake and predecessor once did?”

“We made sure we could carry our needs, that is what matters. Though, we should save coin where we can, and yes, you can tell your dearest Rochelle I said that. Frey should be listening to the advice along with his sister in that regard. Given Scotland’s attempts to open its own bank, among other changes going on with this new parliament and Queen Mary II's passing? Do not jest, Bjorn.” Ian shook the chill that chased his spine away. “I do not want to deal with higher pricing anywhere else.” While his former-mentor's bones felt the chill, Ian saw it coming in the way balanced pricing fluctuated months ago. They were far from worrying about where to gather their food and similar necessities.

The local village and its leader back on their island home in the Caribbean, Cacique, would not allow such a thing. Ian’s found family of not-so-magical-anymore-merry-misfit immortals were bloodbound in a way to those humans, too. Bjorn snorted. “Calm yourself. We will find one of my favorite nieces something lovely. Did she send your coin purse with a goal?”

“Several, in fact. She asked for silk, linen, and wool to learn a dress pattern from Lee.”







OEBPS/images/270159d5-e44e-4c4c-bc20-b564edd77980.png
7‘}!!-—..-—.!!{%







