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Description

Experience history first-hand with a road trip to Spring Mill State Park near Mitchell, Indiana in Lawrence County. The park features a modern electric campground and a great system of hiking trails. Stay in style in Spring Mill Inn. The pioneer village features a working gristmill, blacksmith shop, woodworking shop and weaving looms. Visitors may take a boat tour into one of the parks two caves. 

Pioneer Village

Visitors to Spring Mill State Park during the summer months will find reenactors in period dress performing various tasks common to village life in the Nineteenth Century. Weavers using looms to weave cloth, a blacksmith forges iron into various implements and a carpenter crafts projects on a foot powered lathe and other traditional tools. 

Gristmill and Sawmill

The gristmill in Spring Mill State Park grinds corn into cornmeal that visitors may purchase. Much of the meal finds its way to Spring Mill Inn's restaurant for use in many of the dishes served in the Inn. The gristmill includes a water powered sawmill that saws logs into lumber. 

Hiking

There are almost 10 miles of hiking trails at Spring Mill State Park ranging from rugged to easy on seven trails. Most of these trails traverse through forested area. Two trails pass caves, and one passes through one of Indiana’s last virgin forest stands. Trail 6 is a handicap accessible paved trail that goes through a portion of the Donaldson Nature Preserve. The trailhead is at the Grissom Memorial. 

Camping

The 187-site modern campground has electric outlets and access to water as well as comfort stations equipped with toilets and showers. 

Caves

Spring Mill has four caves, Hamer, Twin, Donaldson and Bronson Caves. Visitors that register at the park office may tour Donaldson and Bronson Caves. DNR guides conduct guided boat tours into Twin Caves during the summer months. 

Lawrence County

The book includes a visitor guide to Lawrence County, Indiana. The guide includes museums, historical markers, local parks, nature preserves, and many other attractions found in the county.
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Spring Mill State Park

Box 376,

3333 State Road 60 E.

Mitchell, IN 47446

812-849-3534

1358 Acres

https://www.in.gov/dnr/state-parks/parks-lakes/spring-mill-state-park/

Description

Space age and pioneer history collide at Spring Mill State Park. The pioneer village depicts frontier life in the nineteenth century. The Gus Grissom Memorial celebrates the life of a local space age hero, Gus Grissom, an astronaut who participated in the Mercury and Apollo Space Programs. These two facilities combine to relate the history of this interesting area. The many attractions at the park include:

Spring Mill Pioneer Village

Hiking and Mountain Bike Trails

The Spring Mill Inn

Gus Grissom Memorial

Modern and Primitive Camping

Twin Cave Boat Tour

Back to Table of Contents

Spring Mill Inn - Lodging & Dining

The historic seventy-three room Inn is open year-round, as is the full service dining room. Guests can relax in the Inn's indoor/outdoor pool.

Inviting Rooms

The Inn's rooms feature hand stitched quilts on the beds, Amish rocking chairs and a full bathroom. Guests have a variety of different sized rooms to choose from, some with views of the hardwood forests that surround the Inn. 

Dining Room

The spacious dining room offers home style cooking at an affordable price. The 140 seat dining room features homemade soups, entrees and breads which include cornbread made from stone ground corn from the grist mill in the Pioneer Village. Many of the dishes and deserts use this corn meal as an ingredient, also. 

Banquet Rooms

The Dining Room adjoins three banquet rooms available for groups or businesses to use. these spacious rooms can accommodate small groups or large gatherings of up to 150 people. The restaurant can cater the event. 

Spring Mill State Park

P.O. Box 68

Mitchell, IN, 47446

812-849-4508

Reservations:

877-563-4371

https://www.in.gov/dnr/state-parks/inns/spring-mill-inn-at-spring-mill-state-park/

Back to Table of Contents
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Amerindian Residents

Archeologists have discovered accumulations of animal bones, flints and stone axes around the mouth of Donaldson's Cave. Animal bones included those of deer, bear, wild-turkey and many others. At the beginning of European settlement tribes that inhabited the Spring Mill area probably included the Delaware, Piankeshaw and Shawnee. Geologists have determined that the Shawnee definitely inhabited the area as the remains of burial practices peculiar to that tribe have been found in the vicinity. 

Shawnees in Indiana

The Shawnee name derives from the Shawnee word "shawanwa," which means "southerner" in the native language. The tribe speaks a form of Algonquian, which makes the tribe akin to the Delaware, Illiniwek, Kickapoo, Menominee, Miami, and Sauk and Fox tribes. 

The Shawnee were a semi-nomadic tribe and lived in villages scattered over a large area in the Ohio River Valley, Pennsylvania and originally in the Shenandoah Valley in Virginia. Conflict with the Iroquois tribes in the Ohio River Valley drove them off for a number of years. The Iroquois did not live in the Ohio River Valley, however they wanted the region because it was a prime hunting area. The Iroquois wanted the abundant fur supply to trade with the Europeans. The Iroquois' power began declining, and the Shawnee were able to migrate back into the Ohio River Valley, Kentucky and central Ohio. During the middle years of the 1700's they had settled into three main areas in Indiana, the southwestern, southeastern and the northeast region around Fort Wayne. Some bands also moved into the White and Mississinewa rivers region. 

Shawnee Dress

Both men and women wore leggings. Men wore breechclouts while women wore skirts over the leggings. Neither sex wore shirts, but wore ponchos in cold weather. Some of the men wore a beaded headband with one or two feathers stuck in the back. They did not wear headdresses. Warriors would sometimes shave their heads. 

Shawnee Lifestyle

The Shawnee men did the hunting. They also were the warriors that fought both white encroachment and other tribes to protect their hunting lands, or gain lands from other tribes. The women took care of the children, did the cooking and tended the crops. Both sexes engaged in storytelling, an important part of their culture. During the summer, the tribes lived in larger villages to plant and tend their garden crops. In winter, these groups would split up into smaller groups to live in hunting camps. The Shawnee constructed dugout canoes to travel over water and used dogs to transport goods overland. Prior to the European arrival, the natives did not have horses.

Shawnee Villages

The Shawnee lived in a bark covered structure called a wikkum, or wigwam. These structures are easy to build, but are not portable. Most families would build a new one each season when they moved into their seasonal winter camps or summer villages. The structure consists of wooden poles covered with bark or grass. They used rope or strips of bark to hold the covering in place. These were usually eight to ten feet tall and could be cone shaped, round or rectangular. A village typically had a larger council house. 

Shawnee Agriculture

Maize was the most important crop, and most tribes grew some. If they did not grow it, they traded for it. They also grew beans, squash, pumpkins, sunflowers and probably potatoes. They also gathered honey, nuts, berries and other fruits. Tribes tried to grow enough food to dry for storage over the winter. 

Shawnee Hunting

The Shawnee diet was largely meat based. The men hunted the forests for deer and wild turkeys with bow and arrow. They also fished in the streams and sometimes used traps and snares to catch smaller game like rabbit and squirrel. 

Shawnee Meals

Most of the meals were simple to prepare. They would eat corn on the cob when fresh maize was available. They also popped the corn and ground it into meal to make into cornbread or hominy. They used clay ovens to bake the cornbread. They roasted meat over the fire or on heated stones. Usually they had water with their meals. 

Shawnee Politics

Each village had its own chief. The village chief could be a man or a woman. They chose their war chief based on his bravery and skill in battle. The war chief was always a male. A principal chief held sway over several villages and was always a male. Chiefs had considerable power, but held it only as long as they had the support of their people. If they grew unpopular, the people could replace them. 

Shawnee Burial Practices

The Shawnee had a distinctive funeral process which differentiated it from many other tribes, though some would mimic it. The four day ceremony began with the body kept in the person's home, covered by a blanket, for half a day. Following this family members would choose a funeral leader and two or three people to dig and prepare the grave. During the next three days various purification rites including feasts, vigils of the body and a final condolence ceremony,  were performed. The body was buried on the fourth day. The four foot deep grave faced east to west. The grave diggers would line the grave with bark, stone or wood and wrap the body in skins. they placed wooden poles over the grave covered them with bark and finally dirt. They built a small grave house over the mound. 

The Shawnee Tribe

P.O. Box 189

29 S Hwy 69A 

Miami OK 74355

918-542-2441 

http://www.shawnee-tribe.com/

The Delaware (Lenape)

The Delaware tribe's English name derives from Delaware Bay on the Atlantic Coast. The bay was named for Thomas West, Lord de la Warr, who served as the first governor of the Virginia Company. During these years of early European settlement, the Delaware had three clans, each with its own dialect of the language. These clans were the Unami (Turtle), Unalachtgo (Turkey) and Minsi (Wolf). The animal names represented the protective totem for the tribe. The various Indian wars gradually drove the Delaware from their homes in Pennsylvania to Ohio. The Northwest Indian Wars forced them from Ohio, and by terms of the Treaty of Greenville in 1795, the tribe moved into east central Indiana. They occupied the area that is now Anderson, Indiana around 1798. 

Continued Conflict

The Indiana Territory was no haven for the tribe. The Shawnee chief Tecumseh began his movement during the early years of the 18th Century. He visited tribes all over Indiana and into the American Southeast in his drive to form a great confederacy to drive the whites out of the region. The Delaware refused to join this confederacy. William Henry Harrison defeated the forces of Tecumseh at the Battle of Tippecanoe on November 7, 1811, destroying the confederacy. The collapse wrought disaster on the remaining tribes. The Delaware vacated their town on the White River in 1811 for Piqua, Ohio. Americans burned their main village along the White River in 1813. The tribe returned in 1813 to rebuild the burned town. However, the whites encroached on the area, bringing alcohol with them. The Delaware, with no hunting or farming lands to acquire food, lived in abject poverty and starvation. Alcohol became a major affliction. 

Moving the Tribes

James Monroe became president in 1817 and initiated a policy of moving the Indian tribes out of the East and relocating them west of the Mississippi River. To complete this policy, several treaties would have to be signed between the various tribes. Negotiations began between the Potawatomi, Delaware, Miami, Wea and other tribes. Jonathan Jennings, Lewis Cass, and Benjamin Parke acting as representatives of the United States signed a treaty with the Delaware nation on October 3, 1818. Chief William Anderson, representing the Delaware, signed the treaty on October 3, agreeing to move the tribe out of Indiana to lands west of the Mississippi River within three years. The United States Government agreed to give the Delaware the horses and boats to move out of the state. The treaty also granted the tribe a flat payment of $13,312.20 as well as annual payments of $4000 in silver. The Delaware thus ceded almost six million acres of land.

Refuge

The move brought the tribe to southwest Missouri. Still, the tribe did not find a home, as they had to move several more times. 

For more information on the Delaware Tribe, contact:

Delaware Tribal Offices

Oklahoma Headquarters

5100 Tuxedo Blvd

Bartlesville, OK 74006

Main Phone 918-337-6590

http://delawaretribe.org\

Piankeshaw

A subtribe of the Miami, the name Piankeshaw probably derives from the Miami word "Peeyankihšiaki," which means "splitting off." The tribe split off from the Miami and established villages along the Vermillion River in current Illinois and the Wabash near Vincennes, Indiana. During the Revolutionary War the tribe sided alternately with the British and the Americans, though they generally favored the Americans. They did not participate in the Northwest Indian War in the late Eighteenth Century, though they did attack the Americans during the unrest of the War of 1812. The tribe sold their last lands in Indiana in 1805. By 1937 the tribe had dwindled to about nine members. Many of the tribal members had joined with the Wea and Kaskaskia. The last remaining descendants of the Piankeshaw belong to those tribes. 

The Piankeshaw migrated into the Lawrence County area from Vincennes to the west.

Unrest of 1812

Leesville, about ten miles northeast of Spring Mill State Park in Lawrence County, was the scene of several acts of violence during the period encompassing the War of 1812. The Shawnee leaders Tecumseh and the Prophet had spent many years building up an alliance of tribes to oppose further white settlement into the region that would become Indiana. John Guthrie and Josiah Flinn, along with their families, settled into the area that would later become Leesville on November 7, 1811. Far to the northwest at the current site of Lafayette a military force under the leadership of Indiana Territorial Governor William Henry Harrison was engaged at the Battle of Tippecanoe. Even though Harrison's army soundly defeated the Amerindians at the battle, the victory did not end the troubles with the natives in the future state of Indiana. 
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