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Football Wonderkids: Florian Wirtz

The Inspiring Rise of Germany’s Golden Playmaker

Copyright

Copyright © 2026 Wonderkids Universe (Harald Sesselmann)

All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

This is a work of nonfiction written for children.  

All information is presented for educational and entertainment purposes.

Football Wonderkids is a book series concept.

Intro

Hello soccer/football fan,

you’re holding something very special in your hands: a book full of football dreams.

This isn’t just about goals, tricks, and trophies. It’s about the stories of kids who started out small – just like you. With a ball in the garden, on the playground, or in a little sports hall. Back then, nobody knew they would one day become world stars. But they already had a dream.

Sometimes the road was tough: injuries, homesickness, setbacks. But they all had one thing in common: they never gave up. They believed in themselves, trained hard, and never lost the joy of playing football. That’s exactly what made them the great players who inspire millions of people around the world today.

And you know what? You can live your dream, too. Every great star once began with their very first training session – just like you.

To make things even more exciting, our mascot Maily will guide you through this book.

Maily shows up in every chapter, asks you questions, shares funny facts, and reminds you: even the greatest footballers were once children who just wanted to play.

This book is meant to give you courage. Courage to believe in yourself when things get tough. Courage to dream big. And courage to keep playing – no matter how many setbacks there are. Because every football dream can come true.

So get comfortable, turn the first page, and join our football wonderkids on their journey from the playground to the big stadium.

Your WONDERKIDS UNIVERSE

Where football dreams hit the net
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Maily: Your Wonderkids Guide

[image: Maily spielt Fußball im Sonnenschein]

Woof! I’m Maily — your football buddy in this book.

I’ll be with you in every chapter, cheering you on and showing how young players grow into real football heroes.

Between the chapters, I’ll introduce you to some of the greatest players from many different eras — legends every fan should know.

And psst... there are surprises waiting, so keep your eyes open!

Enjoy the magic of Football Wonderkids— let’s start our adventure together! 

The First Contact

Anfield Under the Floodlights

Anfield shimmered under the powerful floodlights, glowing red as if the stadium itself had a heartbeat. The banners waved, the Kop roared, and thousands of fans sang in unison, their voices rising into the cold night air. It wasn’t just another Premier League match — the whole city felt electric. All eyes focused on Liverpool’s new superstar, the midfielder who had taken Europe by storm: Florian Wirtz. As he stepped out of the tunnel, the crowd exploded into cheers. Cameras followed his every move. He touched the ball during warm-ups with breathtaking control, every pass gliding through the air with effortless precision. Even world-class teammates paused to admire the smoothness of his technique. When the whistle finally blew, Wirtz ignited instantly. He drifted between the lines with an elegance that made the pitch look smaller around him, slipping away from defenders with tiny touches, sudden turns, and that calm smile kids everywhere know so well. When the ball reached him near the edge of the box, Anfield held its breath. A defender lunged forward, but Wirtz stayed composed. With a silky feint and a lightning-quick change of direction, he carved out a pocket of space that only he could see. Then came a perfectly timed pass — slicing the defense open like a laser. The Kop erupted. Commentators shouted, “Wirtz unlocks the game again!”

Where the Magic First Began

As he jogged back toward midfield, soaking in the thunderous roar of Anfield, a memory flickered through his mind — the backyard in Pulheim where he practiced endlessly with his sisters. The tiny pitches where he dribbled until sunset. The youth coaches who whispered, “He thinks football one second earlier than everyone else.” He remembered his first steps at Köln’s academy, the brave move to Leverkusen, and the meteoric rise that stunned European football. But now, wearing Liverpool’s famous red, standing before one of the most passionate crowds in the world, he felt something entirely new — a destiny still unfolding before his eyes.
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Chapter 1 – Childhood 
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A Small Town Full of Big Dreams

Before he ever heard the roar of Anfield, Florian Wirtz heard the soft thump of a ball against garden walls in Pulheim, a small town near Cologne in western Germany. The streets were calm, but for Florian everything felt bright because football filled his world with color. From the moment he could walk, he chased any ball he could find, turning the backyard into his first stadium. To his family he was a bundle of energy with a ball at his feet almost every second of the day. His parents encouraged his passion, but they also reminded him to stay grounded, to be kind, and to enjoy the game above everything else. That mix of love, freedom, and clear rules quietly shaped the player and person he would become.

Backyard Battles and Sister Showdowns

Florian did not grow up training alone. Some of his earliest and most important “matches” were played not in stadiums, but in the family garden with his sisters. They turned the grass into a tiny arena, using flower pots or shoes as goalposts, arguing about fouls, laughing about funny mistakes, and copying the goals they had seen on television. His sisters refused to make things easy. If he wanted to score, he had to fight for every chance. These backyard battles taught him something crucial: football is a game of courage and creativity, even in tight spaces. He learned how to twist his body away from pressure, how to keep the ball close, and how to stay calm when someone tried to stop him. When he pulled off a clever move, his sisters shouted with a mix of annoyance and pride. Sometimes they teased him, saying, “You think you’re a star already?” Florian simply grinned and answered with another dribble.

First Clubs, First Coaches, First Lessons

As Florian grew older, it became clear that his talent needed a bigger stage than the backyard. His parents enrolled him at a local club, where he finally wore a proper kit and trained on real pitches with painted lines and metal goals. Coaches immediately noticed that he saw the game differently. While other kids chased the ball in a big crowd, Florian already looked for space. He passed when others tried to shoot and moved into smart positions without being told. One coach whispered to another, “He plays like someone who’s already watched a thousand matches.” Training sessions quickly became the highlight of his week. He loved passing drills and small-sided games where every touch mattered. After practice, he often stayed behind to take extra shots or practice first touches against a wall. At home, his family talked about school and life, but football always found its way into the conversation. His parents made sure homework stayed important, reminding him that a sharp mind helps a smart player.

From Pulheim to the Academy Path

The next big step came when scouts and coaches from larger clubs around Cologne began to notice the quiet, thoughtful playmaker from Pulheim. After strong performances at youth tournaments, Florian received the chance to join a professional academy environment, where training was more intense and the competition much higher. Suddenly he shared the pitch with kids who were faster, stronger, and just as ambitious as he was. Instead of being scared, he felt excited. He told himself, “If they are good, I can learn from them. If I am good, I can help them.” Days became fuller: school in the morning, travel to training in the afternoon, homework in the evening, and quick recovery before doing it all again. Long car rides turned into quiet classrooms where he replayed games in his mind, remembering what he did well and what he wanted to improve next time. Coaches praised his vision and his calmness, but also his work rate. Coaches trusted him more each month deeply. With every week, his game grew sharper – better passes, quicker decisions, stronger mentality. The boy from Pulheim was no longer just a talented kid; he was becoming a serious academy player.
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