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      Detective Maeve Hemlock investigates a normal-looking potions shop.

      Dusty shelves. Dusty bottles. Forgotten and unused. A place unvisited.

      Except for tourists, looking for a magical keepsake in the stoppered bottle of a potion.

      A bottle when opened unleashes destruction that threatens Crossroad City and beyond.

      Visit the strange world of Crossroad City, where magic and the normal world collide. And where detective Maeve Hemlock and the Spells and Misdemeanours Bureau struggle to keep the law and the magic in check to save all.
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      The bell over the shop door jingled as I pushed it open. The tone sounded slightly off, like the bell had taken a beating from the old glass door opening way too many times. But from the look of the interior of the shop, no one had visited for quite some time.

      Dust seemed to be the rule of the day. Dust covered the old metal shelves that led deeper into the narrow store. Here at the front, where any good shopkeeper would put their most attractive articles, were displayed only a smattering of dark, squat bottles no bigger than my fist. And all of them covered in dust.

      I wrinkled my nose, trying not to sneeze and set off a dust storm. The air was a little stuffy but not as much as I would have expected. As the door clicked shut behind me, the rumble of traffic faded, muffled by the thick door. In the ensuing silence, I hear the soft, lilting murmur of voices singing as if from a great distance.

      The melody sounded familiar which startled me.

      I hadn’t heard anything like that sweet, lyrical melody since I had crossed over from the Nether Realm.

      The faerie wings on my back itched, shifting a little. I shrugged my shoulders to settle them. Just what I needed, a couple of good flaps of my wings would send me into the air as well as fill it with dust.

      I could imagine getting coated with a thick layer of the greyish-black muck, settling over my nice, black leather coat, my long, red hair, and grinding into my soft, new, navy blue, suede boots.

      I had just bought the boots. They set off the blue of my wings very nicely. I was not going to mess them up.

      The music did put me on edge though. Made me think of the North Court, so long ago. Being a seventh level princess, I had not had much use for the intrigues of the Faerie courts. One of the many reasons why I had to escaped through the Great Tear to settle in Crossroad City. Being a lead detective in the Spells and Misdemeanours Bureau allowed me to help protect my new hometown while ensuring the safety of any other magical being in the city.

      The Great Tear was a dimensional rift that had opened between the normal world and the magical Nether Realm. It acted as a way station between the realms, a tourist spot, and a safety valve. Strange magic leaked through into Crossroad City, causing all sorts of mischief and it was one of my jobs to put a halt to it.

      Like the stories that had started circulating about this strange little shop.

      The problem had started with some tourists buying strange talismans, little trinkets that turned out to have a little more bang for the buck than anyone anticipated. The north end of the Crossroads Horizon Hotel was still smoldering and sparking on occasion. The fire department had put the initial blaze out but hadn’t been able to deal with the single flares of flame that burst forth and danced out of their way.

      Literally danced. Like doing a rumba kind of dance.
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