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      She paced the floor, lost in thought. She was usually very reserved; it took more than a little bump in her plan to cause her to worry. Sadly, this bump was much bigger than she expected. She paused once, turning on her heel as she paced in the opposite direction. So much had been riding on this promotion, and now she would have to start all over again. She never missed a day of work either, until today, and until she needed some time to process the blow to her ego she had received.

      With a sigh, she had to wonder if it had anything to do with her appearance. It wasn’t that she was unattractive, in fact, her caramel colored skin and green eyes were what made her stand out. Her hair was simple, yet elegant, twisted copper curls, an asset she had inherited from her mother. Unfortunately, that was the only thing she had inherited. She turned once more, spinning around and catching a glimpse of herself in the mirror. At 25 it was true she was thick, she wasn’t pencil thin, or perfect by model industry standards. What she did have was curves, hips and confidence. She smiled, putting her hand on her hip for emphasis.

      She was more than happy with herself. Rarely did she find herself lacking for dates, in fact being a big beautiful girl was all the rage sometimes, and for a brief moment she had been very popular indeed. Now, in the corporate world, she was often looked at as though somehow she was lacking, something that she refused to let her get down.

      With a shrug, she went back to pacing. Now was not the time to focus on how she looked, now was the time to figure out what had gone wrong. She had interviewed for the assistant position, and she had aced that interview. If there was anything she knew, it was how to interview for a job. Growing up in a rough neighborhood, she had been taught at a very young age that the only way to make, it was to get out of the neighborhood, as soon after high school as you could. She had seen so much negative activity around her cul-de-sac, she had needed no further prodding.

      She hated the idea of letting herself get emotional over this situation, but she was lying if she didn’t fight back tears a time or two. She had climbed the ladder too long, and too hard. The Director had all but told her it was in the bag two weeks ago, and she had planned on it. Sadly, now she was left scrambling to fix everything she had changed. Had she known, she wouldn’t have taken on a car note. She would have stuck with her little beat up cavalier a couple more years, instead she sold it. Using that money to buy her a new and improved wardrobe to go along with her new title. Now she was stuck with a car she couldn’t afford, and clothes she didn’t need.

      She slumped down in the chair with a sigh. It wasn’t fair, not even a little. She wasn’t the type to get discouraged, but today just seemed to be bringing her down. Alice, from HR had called her an hour ago and she had done nothing but pace the floor since then. To ask about any other positions would be fruitless, that much was for sure. She had followed the job postings closely, always waiting to jump on this one when it had opened. She tapped her chin lost in thought for a moment. Maybe she had done something wrong? She furrowed her brow, thinking about it at length. She couldn’t think of anything, but then nothing would be a surprise really.

      She sat up quickly, what she needed was an inside scoop on what had happened. If she couldn’t get straight answers, then surely she could ask her co-workers, especially Debbie. Debbie Burrows had the inside knowledge about everything in the office, no matter how small or how big. She hated even getting this ball rolling, but it had to be done, plain and simple. She dialed the number quickly, chewing on her lower lip as she did.

      “Hullo, this is Miss Deb.” The happy voice on the other end answered cheerfully.

      “Hey Deb, its Megan…”

      “Oh, hayyyy girl. I can’t believe they didn’t give you that position.” She cut off her hello.

      “Yeah, I was really hopeful about that.” Wow, news certainly did travel fast.

      “I know girl, I heard that old man Rutledge gave control over to his son William, and he brought in his nephew for the job. Something about a family crisis or something. Still, I know you earned that job fair and square.”

      “Well, I was just calling to see if you had heard anything at all.” She frowned just saying the words.

      “Just what I told ya honey. I hope you will be ok, I know it is a blow.”

      “I'm fine, thanks Miss Deb.” She flicked the screen, ending the call a frown on her face. A nephew huh, well she would go find William Rutledge herself and ask him how any of this is fair.
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