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Praise For Allegedly




"Raven Rollins knows how to get a reader’s attention, and she does it from the first pages of Allegedly with a tale from Oklahoma’s roughshod days before statehood. Just like western movies, the real west was the stage for vigilante justice, everyday citizens appointing themselves judge, jury and executioner. But Killer Miller, in Ada, Oklahoma, may be the only bad guy to meet his end exactly the way Miller greets his in Allegedly. 

That unique, cautionary tale makes it clear that the real criminals, the culprits who did the crime, the ones who helped, and the ones who tried to conceal the truth, are always hard to know. Harder to prove. And in Allegedly, Rollins takes her readers on a journey through some of the most compelling cases imaginable. She reveals unimaginable motives. Plots and methods and cover-ups no sane mind could conceive. Public officials at the heart of cases, some scoundrels, violating the public trust, and some heroes, doggedly pursuing justice. Clues, leads, and evidence that might free the innocent or ensnare the guilty. 

As always, Raven Rollins sees crime through the eyes of the victims, their families, friends, and communities. She invites us to feel the wide-reaching and long-lasting effects of every criminal act. She’s a relentless researcher, pulling first-person stories from law enforcement officers who’d often rather not remember. She does it so we’ll all know. And to remind us that any of us might know something, the tiniest clue, that would bring closure to someone, somewhere, who’s waiting for justice." -Joe Johnston, historical & true crime author ("The Mack Marsden Murder Mystery," "It Ends Here," and "He Didn't Kill That Kid: Art Fleak and the Fight for Wayne Garrison")

“We pass our strongest judgment on another human being when we decide whether or not they are worth our time. Thank you, Raven Rollins, for believing these victims and their families were worth your time. What a great book!” - J.D. Morrison, non-fiction author (Shattered Justice: The Oklahoma Girl Scout Murders)

“Rollins does an amazing job presenting detailed, well-researched accounts of each case while incorporating her personal connections to these stories. As always, Rollins maintains a high level of ethics and sensitivity in her work. True crime enthusiasts will appreciate her careful approach and intriguing insights into lesser-known cases." -Michelle Tooker, author (True Crime Trivia Series)
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Allegedly is a factual account based on actual murder investigations in Pontotoc County. The events described herein are true, though certain names have been altered to protect the privacy of individuals involved in sex crimes. The people, events, actions, and conversations depicted in this book are derived from a combination of court documents, including trial transcripts, interviews, letters, police reports, research, and press accounts. Direct quotations of testimony are taken verbatim from trial and pre-trial transcripts and other sworn statements. Quoted statements are taken verbatim from press accounts or personal interviews.

This publication is intended to provide accurate and authoritative information regarding the cases discussed. While the author has exercised reasonable care in preparing this book, the publisher and author make no warranties or representations, express or implied, as to the accuracy or completeness of the information contained herein. The publisher and author shall not be liable for any loss, damage, or injury caused by errors or omissions, whether arising from negligence, accident, or any other cause.

All rights reserved.
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Other Works





	A Dead New World, Book 1 (11:11 Zombie series) with Rick Rollins


	The Human Condition, Book 2 (11:11) with Rick Rollins


	Sins of the South: Three Oklahoma Cold Cases by Raven Rollins


	Sirens | A Southern True Crime Podcast


	Audiobook Narrator for J. L. Hyde's Grady Lake Mystery Series & The Bluff


	Find where to get these titles at www.RavenRollins.com.
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This book contains disturbing accounts of real-life crimes. I have listed some potentially triggering content below and what case they appear in. 


	Child death (18 or under): Charles Lovin Jr., Mary Brown (Filicide), Caitlin Wooten, Generro Sanchez, Daniel Furr


	Child offenders (18 or under): Thelma Sauls, Eula Bench, Generro Sanchez, Daniel Furr, Charles Lovin Jr.


	Arson: Cindy Allen, The Born Boys, Gwen McIntosh


	Gang Violence: Daniel Furr


	Abduction: Caitlin Wooten, R.J. Thompson, Brenda Carter, Rachel Woodall, Generro Sanchez, Gwen McIntosh, Daniel Furr


	Mental health: Charles Lovin Jr., Caitlin Wooten, Generro Sanchez, Mary Brown


	Domestic Violence: Judie Hansen, Deanna Tyson, Thelma Sauls, Rachel Woodall, Caitlin Wooten, Jennifer Campbell, Charles Lovin Jr., Mary Brown, The Born Boys


	Sexual assault: R.J. Thompson, Cindy Allen, Perry Lott, The Born Boys, Gwen McIntosh, Eula Bench, The McGirt Decision (of a child), Daniel Furr, Calvin Lee Scott


	Elder abuse/death and/or disabled abuse/death: Eula Bench, Thelma Sauls, Brenda Carter, Cindy Allen


	Substance abuse: Deanna Tyson, Gwen McIntosh, Megan Harrod, Daniel Furr, The Born Boys


	Car Crashes: Megan Harrod, Brenda Carter


	Parricide: Charles Lovin Jr.


	Suicide: Caitlin Wooten, Daniel Furr


	Dismemberment, disfigurement: Gwen McIntosh, Mary Brown


	Necrophilia: Gwen McIntosh
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To my hometown—You will always be a part of my history. I go nowhere without you in my heart.




For Ebby—my partner in crime for the last 19 years. Life without you will never be the same.
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In This Book





Throughout this book, you'll encounter recurring names that belong to pivotal figures in these cases. To help you keep track, I've marked their first appearance in the case with an asterisk (*). These cases come from Pontotoc County, Oklahoma, incorporating towns such as Ada, Byng, Latta, Allen, Francis, Roff, Fittstown, Fitzhugh, Pickett, Vanoss, and Stonewall. 



Judge Tom Landrith: Landrith embarked on his judicial journey in 1995. As his term concludes at the end of 2014, his legacy is marked by significant contributions to the justice system—the restoration of the historic courthouse and the construction of the justice center.

Landrith established one of the nation's first rural drug courts in 1997. Recognizing the need for effective treatment options, he founded the Southern Oklahoma Addiction Recovery (SOAR) rehab work camp in 2008. This initiative addressed the shortage of affordable treatment programs and provided crucial support to individuals struggling with addiction.

After honorably fulfilling his duty to his country, Landrith returned to Oklahoma. He pursued his legal education at the University of Oklahoma, earning his Juris Doctor in 1976. With a heart set on serving his hometown, he returned to Ada, a third-generation native, to embark on a distinguished legal career.

Elected to the esteemed position of District Judge of the 22nd District, which encompasses Seminole and Hughes Counties, Landrith's leadership was widely recognized. He was re-elected unopposed for an impressive four consecutive terms.

In his role as District Judge, Landrith presided over a multitude of high-profile cases, including criminal and civil jury trials, divorces, marriages, and countless other legal proceedings. Some of these cases have even gained national attention, as seen in the renowned book and Netflix series "The Innocent Man." 

While Landrith retired from the bench in 2014, he continues to serve as the drug court judge in Pontotoc County. Special District Judge Steve Kessinger assumed the role of District Judge at the beginning of 2015.



Judge C. Steven Kessinger: Kessinger, a local attorney with a strong connection to the community, was appointed to the position of Special District Judge in Pontotoc County District Court in 2008. He replaced Judge John David Miller, who had served for 25 years.

Kessinger's appointment was praised by Judge Tom Landrith, who recognized his diverse legal experience and strong judicial temperament. Kessinger's local roots, having graduated from Byng High School and East Central University, further strengthened his connection to the community. Known for cases like that of the exoneration of Perry Lott.



Kevin Hood: An Ada Detective and uncle to murder victim Caitlin Wooten.



District Attorney Bill Peterson: A formidable figure in the legal realm, served as the lead prosecutor in the harrowing cases of Denice Haraway and Debbie Carter. His illustrious career as District Attorney spanned 28 years, from 1980 to 2008, during which he tirelessly served Pontotoc, Seminole, and McClain Counties.

Peterson's lineage is deeply intertwined with the history of the region. His grandfather, P.A. Norris, a prominent figure of wealth and influence, owned the First National Bank on Main Street, a rumored high ranking member of the Ada Masonic Order, and generously donated the land for the college football stadium, which now bears his name: Norris Field.

His name has been intertwined with controversy, as evidenced by his unsuccessful libel suit against John Grisham. His reputation has been marred by negative recognition, as he was included in the Bennett Law Firm's list of the Top 10 Worst Prosecutors in 2007.



Gary Rogers: Former OSBI agent. One of the lead investigators in the Denice Haraway Case, the Carter Case, and many more. Former Pontotoc County District Attorney Bill Peterson, former Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation investigator Gary Rogers, and Melvin Hett, a former OSBI criminologist, filed a defamation lawsuit against John Grisham and others involved in the publication of "The Innocent Man." They claimed the book falsely portrayed them and their handling of a murder case in Ada. The lawsuit alleged defamation, false light, and intentional infliction of emotional distress. Ultimately, the plaintiffs were unsuccessful in their legal action. 



Gary Perkinson: Pauls Valley Police Department 1990-1992, Ada Police Department 1992-2000, Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation 2000-2017—A distinguished figure in law enforcement, achieved a significant milestone in his career when he graduated from the prestigious 264th Session of the FBI National Academy in Quantico, Virginia, on June 10, 2016. This accomplishment is a testament to his dedication and expertise, as only a select few (1%) law enforcement officers nationwide have the privilege of attending this esteemed academy.

Perkinson embarked on his law enforcement journey in 1990 with the Pauls Valley Police Department. In 1992, he joined the Ada Police Department as a patrol officer, quickly ascending the ranks to detective. By 1999, Perkinson was a pivotal force in the fight against crime, assigned full-time to the District 22 Drug Task Force, serving the communities of Pontotoc, Seminole, and Hughes counties.

In 2000, Perkinson joined the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation (OSBI) as a special agent, dedicating his talents to serving Oklahoma. His academic pursuits led him to East Central University in Ada, where he earned both a Bachelor's and Master's degree. Recognizing his exceptional contributions, the OSBI honored Perkinson with the prestigious Agent of the Year award in 2007. A skilled marksman, he also served as a Firearms Instructor, training and mentoring fellow officers.

In 2009, Perkinson's distinguished career reached new heights as he was promoted to the position of Assistant Special Agent in Charge of the OSBI's Special Investigations Unit.

In recognition of the need to address unsolved cases, the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation launched a new cold case unit. This initiative was made possible by an 18-month grant from the National Institute of Justice, totaling approximately $500,000.

Perkinson explained that the unit meticulously examined approximately 400 cold case files, dating back to the early 1970s. A primary focus of the unit was to identify cases with DNA evidence suitable for creating a suspect profile, a requirement stipulated by the federal grant. If a case lacked a suspect, the DNA profile was meticulously input into the CODIS database. 

After a remarkable 27-year career in law enforcement, Perkinson retired, leaving a lasting legacy of service and dedication. I am incredibly honored to have him contribute the forward to this book. He is a true exemplar of law enforcement excellence, and I am grateful that Oklahoma has had such a dedicated and respectable individual serving its communities.



Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation or OSBI: It’s like the FBI, but only for Oklahoma—State Police.



Dennis Smith: Detective Captain, usually the lead investigator for homicide cases back in the day. Worked on the Debbie Carter and the Denice Haraway Case, among many more.



Chris Ross: Ross embarked on a distinguished legal career, beginning as an Assistant District Attorney under Bill Peterson. After completing his college education and law school, he gained experience through an internship and a brief stint as an Assistant Prosecutor in Lawton. In 1983, he joined the Ada office, where he dedicated 35 years of service. Recognizing his exceptional abilities, Governor Brad Henry appointed Ross as District Attorney in 2008. Subsequently, he was re-elected unopposed for two consecutive terms. 

Ross played a pivotal role in prosecuting all homicides that occurred in Pontotoc County between 1989 and 2016. He worked alongside District Attorneys from '89-'08 and his own ADAs from '08-'16. He retired in 2016.



Jeff Crosby: A seasoned law enforcement veteran, Crosby served the Ada Police Department for over three decades, culminating in his role as Assistant Chief. He then transitioned to a crucial position as the City of Ada's Emergency Management Director. 

A graduate of East Central University with a Bachelor's degree in Criminal Justice, Crosby began his law enforcement career as a patrolman in 1986.

Upon his return from Iraq, Crosby continued his ascent within the Ada Police Department, eventually attaining the position of Assistant Chief of Police in 2011, a role he held for four years. In recent years, Crosby's career was marred by allegations of police corruption. Tragically, he took his own life in 2018, two days before his scheduled testimony in the Perry Lott case. 



Sheriff John Christian: Christian's roots run deep in Ada, where he was born and raised, graduating from high school in 1974. The ebb and flow of the Oklahoma economy shaped his career path. After the oil bust of the 1980s, he sought a new direction, finding purpose in serving his community by joining the sheriff's office as a jailer in 1986.

His dedication quickly blossomed. After a brief stint as a jailer, he embraced the challenges of field duty under the guidance of Sheriff Don Kaiser and continued his service under Sheriff Jeff Glase. Recognizing his leadership qualities, Glase appointed Christian as undersheriff in 1995, a position he held with distinction for a decade.

When a change in administration brought Sheriff Pete Peterson to office in 2005, Christian, while stepping down from his role at the sheriff's office, remained dedicated to public service, transitioning to the role of compliance officer for the Pontotoc County Drug Court. He then ran for sheriff in 2008 and defeated Peterson. He retired on Jan 1, 2025.



Sheriff Jeff Glase: Glase’s 12-year run as Pontotoc County Sheriff ended in January 2006 after he was defeated by Pete Peterson. Glase had served as a sheriff’s deputy for 11 years before taking charge of the department.

Glase was diagnosed with leoblastoma, an aggressive form of brain cancer, in April 2006. Forced to retire from his position as Chief of Police in Konawa due to his illness, he succumbed to the disease later that year. Sheriff Glase's career was marked by his involvement in numerous cases, including the notorious Daniel Furr case, which was detailed in my book, Sins of the South.



Undersheriff Joe Glover: Joe obtained a Bachelor's degree in criminal justice from East Central University. As a key member of the Sheriff's Office, his role entailed a wide range of responsibilities including leading criminal investigations, investigating child abuse cases, preparing legal documents, acting as the public information officer, and maintaining proficiency in law enforcement tactics. The position requires a strong commitment to public safety, attention to detail, and the ability to handle complex investigations and sensitive situations. He was the Undersheriff from 1997 to 2009.

I worked alongside Joe Glover for several years back around 2007. He was a highly respectable, honorable, and likable man. He could recite the intro to Law & Order by heart. 

He is now the Assistant Special Agent in Charge at the Oklahoma Department of Human Services.



Iris Dalley Graff: A distinguished figure in the field of forensic science, served as a Special Agent for the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation (OSBI), retiring in 2009. During her illustrious career, she delved into the intricacies of laboratory analysis, and crime scene investigation, and collaborated with numerous police agencies to unravel the complexities of hundreds of homicide cases. For the past two decades, she has formed a formidable partnership with Gary Graff, a retired FBI Special Agent, combining their collective expertise to conduct investigations and provide law enforcement training.

In 2016, they established Graff Investigative and Forensic Training, a team dedicated to honing the skills of law enforcement professionals. Armed with over 50 years of combined experience, they offer invaluable insights and practical training. Dalley, a holder of a B.S. in Biology and a Master's in Secondary Sciences, has spent decades sharing her knowledge through case consultation, expert testimony, forensic analysis, and instruction in bloodstain pattern analysis, crime scene reconstruction, and shooting incident reconstruction, both domestically and internationally.

From 2008 to 2016, she was a vital member of Bevel Gardner and Associates, a renowned training and consulting group. Her forensic instruction is renowned for its focus on practical skills and tailoring to the specific needs of her students. A Fellow and Distinguished Member of the Association for Crime Scene Reconstruction, she has also served as president of the International Association of Bloodstain Pattern Analysts, leaving an enduring legacy in the field.



Pete Peterson: Born in Sallisaw in 1949, James, affectionately known as 'Pete' to his colleagues, carried the spirit of his small-town upbringing throughout his life. He thrived in the close-knit community, excelling as a Black Diamond football player at Sallisaw High School before venturing to Northeastern State University in Tahlequah.

A deep-seated desire to serve his community led him to law enforcement. His journey began in Marble City, Oklahoma, before taking him to Jasper, Alabama, where he forged lasting bonds with the community. Returning to his home state, he joined the Muskogee Police Department, eventually finding his true calling with the Oklahoma Highway Patrol in 1982.

As a DARE officer, Pete cherished the opportunity to positively influence young minds and foster a positive image of law enforcement. His passion for cars and driving extended into his role as an LEDT instructor, where he instilled confidence and safety in fellow officers.

Beyond his law enforcement career, Pete served his country in the United States Army National Guard, deploying to Desert Storm in 1990. His commitment to service continued through his involvement in the American Legion, where he served as first vice commander of Post 72.

Omitted


This book does not delve into the notorious cases of Denice Haraway and Debbie Carter. While these cases have garnered significant media attention and have been extensively documented in works like Robert Mayer's The Dreams of Ada and John Grisham's The Innocent Man, this book aims to shed light on the numerous other criminal cases that have shaped the county's history. 

It is important to note that several key figures involved in the Haraway and Carter cases also appear throughout this book. Bill Peterson, the prosecutor in both those cases, plays a prominent role in these narratives. Similarly, Dennis Smith, Gary Rogers, Jeff Crosby, and Judge Thomas Landrith are also featured. 

If you are not familiar with these cases, I suggest reading those books. There, you will find many spiders in the web. I also feel the need to disclose a personal connection to the case since we won't be discussing them in full—a connection I myself only unearthed while researching for this very compendium.

In the case of Debbie Carter's murder, the prosecution built its case on the shaky testimony of two men, among others. One, Gary Allen, a neighbor of defendant Dennis Fritz, claimed to have seen Ron Williamson and Fritz hosing themselves down shortly after the murder.  The other, a downstairs neighbor of Allen, also claimed familiarity with the defendants.  This obscure testimony proved pivotal in the wrongful convictions of both Fritz and Williamson. 

The chilling truth, however, cuts closer to home: this second "eyewitness," whose words helped seal their fate, was my own biological father. He never spoke a word of his involvement in one of Pontotoc County's most notorious cases. And now, with the chasm of estrangement between us, I'm left with the gnawing question: why? A question that will likely forever remain unanswered.

The impact of the McGirt decision on the Glen Gore case was also felt throughout the community and was a significant development that occurred after the publication of Grisham's book. Being later exonerated through DNA evidence, Ron Williamson and Dennis Fritz were initially wrongfully convicted and imprisoned for the crime. Later, DNA testing linked Gore to the crime scene, leading to his conviction and subsequent life sentence in 2006. Gore's conviction was vacated due to the McGirt Decision, but the Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals reinstated Gore’s conviction because of the non-retroactive finding.

This book will resonate deeply with those already familiar with these infamous cases, offering a unique window into the wider criminal justice system of Pontotoc County.  It explores not only the cases themselves, but also the individuals who shaped their outcomes and the intricate web of connections that bind these stories, and these people, together.
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INTRODUCTION
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Welcome to POCO





In the heart of Oklahoma, where the ancient limestone of the Arbuckle Mountains gives way to rolling prairies, lies Ada—a town that seems to embody everything quintessentially American about small-town life. Founded in 1891 and named after the daughter of its first postmaster, Ada has been home to ranchers, oil workers, and East Central University students. Main Street still bears the architectural echoes of the early 1900s, and the Chickasaw Nation maintains its vital presence in the region's cultural fabric. 

Yet beneath this veneer of small-town charm and Friday night football games, Ada harbors darker stories. The tight-knit community bonds that make it a welcoming place can preserve generational secrets. The same courthouse where locals pay their property taxes has witnessed some of Oklahoma's most notorious criminal trials. These walls have heard confessions that would shake the foundations of trust in any community.

Ada gained national attention with the controversial cases chronicled in John Grisham's "The Innocent Man," and I explored the case of Daniel Furr fully in "Sins of the South," but those weren't isolated incidents.

Ada is part of Pontotoc County, Oklahoma. This county of roughly 38,400 people has seen its share of mysteries, from unsolved disappearances to crimes of passion that still spark debate at local diners. Some cases have become cautionary tales passed down through families, while others remain whispered about only in certain circles.

What is it about Pontotoc County that has produced such a compelling catalog of crimes? Perhaps it's the intersection of rural isolation and urban ambition or the complex dynamics of a county where Native American sovereignty meets Oklahoma law. In a place where everyone knows everyone else, the betrayals cut deeper, and the motives become more personal.

In these pages, you'll find stories that have shaped not just Pontotoc County's history but also the nature of criminal justice in rural Oklahoma. Each case provides a window into different decades of the county's evolution, from the oil boom years to the modern era. These aren't just crime stories—they're chronicles of a community grappling with its identity, values, and understanding of justice.

As we explore these cases, we'll walk the same streets where these events unfolded, speak with the families still carrying these burdens, and examine how these crimes have left their mark on Pontotoc County's collective memory and the detectives who worked them. Some wounds have healed; others continue to fester beneath the surface of daily life.

What follows is not just a collection of true crime stories but where human interest stories meet history lessons. It's a portrait of a county that encompasses all-American town charm, where the weight of the past shapes the present, where justice and tragedy often walk hand in hand, and where blood, like the red dirt of Oklahoma itself, can stain everything it touches.

Welcome to Pontotoc County, where every porch light illuminates a story; some of those stories are better left for daylight hours.
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Ernest Hemingway once said, “There is no hunting like the hunting of man, and those who hunted armed men long enough and liked it, never care for anything else thereafter.” 

I spent a great deal of my 27-year law enforcement career working as a police officer in Ada, Oklahoma, as well as an Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation (OSBI) Special Agent. As someone who spent many years investigating a variety of crimes including homicides and hunting armed men in Oklahoma, I can tell you Mr. Hemingway was, indeed, correct. I viewed my law enforcement career as both a calling and a ministry. Hunting armed men was a necessary and rewarding part of this job. 

From 1992 to 2009, I worked within the criminal justice system in the Ada and the Pontotoc County area. Throughout my career, I had the privilege of working alongside truly exceptional professionals, which included Ada police officers, Oklahoma Highway Patrol Troopers, Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics Agents, Chickasaw Nation Lighthorse police officers, Pontotoc County Sheriff’s Office deputies, and of course, other OSBI Agents. These law enforcement men and women were among the best I ever worked with in my career. In dangerous situations, they had my six, and I had theirs. 

Homicide investigators know the real work begins after the arrest is made. The work continues as the case moves through the criminal justice system. In preparing for trial, I collaborated closely with district attorneys, prosecutors, defense attorneys, and judges in the Pontotoc County area, finding them professional, honest, intelligent, and tenacious in their pursuit of truth in a court of law. 

Within the pages of this book Allegedly, Raven Rollins takes a step back in time and explores numerous high-profile violent crimes in the Pontotoc County, Oklahoma area. Through her diligent research and interviews with those involved in these cases, she provides an insightful glimpse into the dark side of society, where evil and violence often coexist. 

Raven’s ability to show these victims as not just case numbers, but as sons, daughters, mothers, fathers, and friends is admirable and greatly appreciated. These were real people who were deeply loved by their families - individuals who woke up one morning to go about their day, but never got the chance to say goodbye to their loved ones before their lives were cut short. 

Raven introduces us to the lives of these victims, their families, the suspects, and the men and women of law enforcement who tirelessly seek to find the truth in criminal investigations. Several of the cases discussed in this book are investigations I either led or assisted in. I lived them. I carry their memories with me even today. These victims and their families matter to me and the other investigators.

I believe one of the noblest careers one can pursue is to seek justice for those who can no longer seek it for themselves. Sometimes homicides are quickly solved, while others may take decades to solve. The hard truth is—some homicides remain unsolved. It is a demanding and dangerous yet rewarding profession. In my career, solving a crime is always a team effort, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank every one of the many law enforcement officers and confidential informants who helped me solve a crime. You know who you are. 

Last, but certainly not least, I would like to give thanks to God for keeping me safe during my law enforcement career. Without him, I am nothing.



—Gary L. Perkinson, Ret. Ada Detective & OSBI Special Agent in Charge










  
  

HANGINGS OF ADA
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Ada, a relic of the Wild West, once bore the infamous title of 'haven for outlaws.' Legends whisper of the Jesse James Gang, their audacious raid on the Francis bank yielding a paltry eleven dollars, a testament to the town's meager offerings. Belle Starr herself is said to have frequented Devil's Den, a thirty-mile pilgrimage from the town, a lichen-draped canyon that would later metamorphose into a sanitized tourist attraction, a picturesque spot for picnics. Outlaws, refugees from the law-abiding states, once roamed Ada's streets with impunity. 

But the reign of lawlessness was destined to end. In 1909, the murder of Gus Bobbitt ignited a fury within the townsfolk. Four itinerant desperados were apprehended, their fate sealed within the confines of the local jail. However, justice, in the eyes of the citizenry, was too slow, too merciful. A wave of vigilante rage swept through the town, culminating in a horrifying spectacle. An Ada bank, in a display of historical revisionism, deemed the lynching "entirely justified in the eyes of God and man." Ada Chamber of Commerce, housed within an antiquated railroad depot, proudly displays a single postcard—a faded black-and-white photograph capturing the scene.

In the still early morning hours of April 19, 1909, the town of Ada, Oklahoma, was shrouded in an eerie silence. The usual tranquility of the night was broken by the determined footsteps of a mob, moving with a singular purpose—their destination: the local jail, where four men awaited their fate.

Allen Augustus “Gus” Bobbitt


Bobbitt, a man of integrity and respect, had been brutally murdered. His death left a void in the community and ignited a vigorous demand for justice. The investigation led to the arrest of Jim Miller, Jesse West, Joe Allen, and Berry B. Burrell. Despite the lack of concrete evidence, the townspeople were convinced of their guilt.

The murder of Allen Augustus “Gus” Bobbitt in 1909 was not a random act of violence but a calculated assassination rooted in deep-seated conflicts and criminal ambitions. This chapter explores the intricate motives that led to Bobbitt’s untimely death, shedding light on the darker side of Ada, Oklahoma’s history.

Oklahoma officially became a state in 1907, just two years before the events that would unfold in Ada. Despite this recent statehood, the town still bore the marks of its frontier past. One such remnant was the prevalence of illegal liquor sales, particularly moonshine operations and speakeasies. These establishments, often housed in dilapidated buildings, catered to a diverse clientele.

At the time, Gus Bobbitt, a former U.S. Deputy Marshal, was a prominent figure in Ada. After his law enforcement career, Bobbitt opened a saloon that attracted a more respectable crowd than the other, often crime-ridden establishments in town. This distinction and Bobbitt's influential status may have made him a target for those involved in the illicit liquor trade.

Bobbitt's saloon, situated along the Canadian River, stood out from the other establishments in the "bottoms," a notorious area known for its rowdy saloons and moonshine operations. This distinction attracted a more refined clientele, including those who sought to avoid the chaos and danger associated with the other bars.

Despite Bobbitt's reputation as a respected figure and influential community member, there were differing perspectives on his character. Some praised him for his contributions to Ada's growth, while others accused him of less savory activities, such as cattle rustling and theft. 

These conflicting accounts highlight the complexity of historical figures and the challenges of uncovering the truth, especially when information is less readily available and often biased. His efforts to combat crime and corruption in the region earned him both admiration and enmity. Bobbitt’s dedication to upholding the law made him a formidable adversary to those outside its bounds.

Jesse West and Joe Allen


Jesse West and Joe Allen were local figures involved in various unethical and criminal activities. Their operations often clashed with Bobbitt’s efforts to maintain law and order. West, a rancher with a dubious reputation, and Allen, a cowboy known for his rough demeanor, saw Bobbitt as a significant obstacle to their ambitions. 

West and Allen, known for their involvement in moonshining and cattle rustling, sought to dominate the liquor trade in Ada. Their aggressive tactics included forcing out competitors, such as Bill Connor, who was compelled to sell his saloon to the wealthy businessman J.M. McCarty.

McCarty, a prominent figure in Ada, employed a pair of outlaws as bodyguards: Frank Starr, a notorious train robber and alleged killer, and George Miller. This dynamic duo was instrumental in protecting McCarty's interests and maintaining his dominance in the local liquor trade. 

Tensions between the two factions escalated when a confrontation occurred involving Frank Allen, the son of Joe Allen, and a group of men associated with McCarty. Sherman Carter, a former jailer, and Gus Bobbitt stood alongside Frank Starr during the following shootout. The exchange of gunfire resulted in the tragic death of young Frank Allen, Starr having pulled the trigger. Despite his young age, Frank Allen was involved in the family's criminal activities, including moonshining and intimidation tactics. The escalating tensions between the two factions reached a boiling point with the tragic death. This emphasised the dangerous and volatile nature of the liquor trade in early 20th-century Ada. 

In the aftermath of the shooting, Gus Bobbitt, a respected figure in the community, testified in favor of Frank Starr, claiming Starr shot Frank Allen in self defense. However, the true extent of the violence and lawlessness in Ada was yet to be fully revealed. The brutal murder of Joe Allen's son, to him a victim of revenge and intimidation, further underscored the dangerous consequences of challenging the powerful criminal elements in the town. 

The town of Ada became notorious for its high crime rate, particularly homicides. By 1908, the number of murders had reached alarming levels, making Ada one of the most dangerous places in the nation. 

Bobbitt’s relentless pursuit of justice and attempts to expose West and Allen and thwart their illegal activities, along with West and Allen trying to reclaim the liquor trade—and Allen still carrying a torch for the men who killed his son—created a hostile environment. The antagonism exploded when Bobbitt’s actions began to directly threaten West and Allen's operations and influence by taking clientele and telling anyone who would listen about their criminal behavior.

A "Hit" Put Out


Undeterred by the dangers, Gus Bobbitt took it upon himself to gather evidence against the Allen and West gang. By collecting affidavits from other citizens, he aimed to expose their criminal activities and bring them to justice. However, given the gang's ruthless nature and the legal system's limitations at the time, it was clear that Bobbitt's efforts were perilous.

Allen and West plotted their revenge. They enlisted the help of Berry B. Burrell. A relative newcomer to Ada having resided there for only three years, Burrell emerged as a key figure in the unfolding drama. Originally from Fort Worth, Texas, Burrell was a familiar face in the stockyards, known for his trade as a "speculator in hogs," shipping and trading livestock between Ada and his former home. Burrell connected Allen and West with the notorious Jim Miller, a former Texas Ranger and hired killer who had a reputation for carrying out murders for hire with ruthless efficiency. 

Killer Miller


James Brown Miller, a notorious figure of the American Old West, was known by various aliases, including "Killin' Jim," "Killer Miller," "Kid Miller," and "Deacon Jim." The latter nickname was ironic, considering his violent reputation. Despite his religious affiliation, Miller was a skilled gunslinger who is said to have killed 12 people in gunfights.

Miller's early career as a lawman, serving as a Texas Ranger, belied his future as a ruthless killer for hire. As his reputation as a deadly gunman grew, Miller transitioned from law enforcement to a life of crime. He took on contract killings, often targeting individuals involved in land disputes or personal feuds. His victims included lawmen, ranchers, and other prominent figures. 

Despite his involvement in numerous murders, Miller frequently evaded justice, often relying on his reputation as a talented gunman and his ability to manipulate the legal system. He was not only accused of killing strangers, but also some intimate crimes—the murders of his own grandparents and his brother-in-law. Miller's history was riddled with accusations and legal proceedings, yet he consistently evaded justice, either never brought to trial or somehow managing to secure acquittals, leaving a trail of suspicion in his wake.

Jim Miller was a key player in the plot against Bobbitt. His reputation as a skilled killer and his ability to deceive others made him a dangerous adversary. Miller was hired to carry out the killing of Bobbitt for a fee of $1,700 (summed to $2000 in most reports).

The Event


On February 27, 1909, Miller waited near Bobbitt's ranch house. As Bobbitt and his hired hand, Bob Ferguson, approached in their supply wagons, Miller emerged from his hiding spot and fired both barrels of his Winchester shotgun into Bobbitt's side. Bobbitt, driving his wagon full of cotton oil cake back to his home, and fell from it, mortally wounded. Miller then fled the scene on horseback, passing by Ferguson as he left.

Bobbitt's wife rushed to his side, and before he died, he confirmed that Miller was his assailant by describing what the man looked like. Bobbitt even described the horse, which was branded and later tracked to its owner. After the attack, Bobbitt, gravely injured, uttered his final words to his wife, expressing his belief that Allen and West were responsible for the crime. He urged her to seek justice for his murder, even if it meant offering a substantial reward. He had allegedly prepared for meeting his end this way, and put a previson in his will to offer a $1000.00 reward for the capture of his would-be assassin. 

The murder of Gus Bobbitt sent shockwaves through the community of Ada. A local posse, determined to bring the culprits to justice, began their investigation. Their efforts led them to a farm owned by Jim Williamson. Williamson recounted how Miller had arrived at his home with Oscar Peeler, requesting to borrow his pony. Miller explained he was going to negotiate a land-for-cattle trade, but Williamson hesitated, explaining he needed the pony for work around the farm. Miller, however, was persuasive. He assured Williamson that if he could borrow the pony and secure the deal, he would not only return the animal promptly but would also offer Williamson a job driving cattle. The promise of employment, perhaps tempting in those difficult times, swayed Williamson, and he agreed. Williamson recounted that Miller returned with the pony the very night of Bobbitt's murder. He noticed the animal was lathered and appeared overheated. Miller, claiming a headache, asked for something to eat. Williamson provided supper, and afterward, Miller retired to a bedroom for the night.

The following morning, Williamson recounted, Miller hired him to give him a ride to Sasakwa, Oklahoma. During the journey, Williamson inquired about the land-for-cattle trade. Miller confessed he hadn't closed the deal, but had come into money nonetheless. When Williamson pressed for details, Miller chillingly admitted to killing Bobbitt then ditching the shotgun not far away from the crime, and extracting a promise of silence and secrecy. If he said anything, he promised, he might end up dead. When Miller was dropped off, he paid Williamson $2.00 for the ride and $20.00 for using the brown mare. The next day, Williamson removed the shoes from the horse and hid them under the floor. Authorities discovered evidence linking Jim Miller to the crime. 

However, despite the evidence and the outrage of the community, bringing the perpetrators to justice proved to be a challenging task. The complex web of corruption and intimidation made it difficult for law enforcement to effectively investigate the case. With their powerful connections and ruthless tactics, the Allen and West gang had a strong hold on the town. Though valiant, the posse's efforts were hindered by the challenges of the time. Law enforcement was often understaffed and under-resourced, and the legal system was not always equipped to handle complex criminal cases, especially those involving powerful and influential individuals.

Burrell had been spotted by a witness with Miller before the assassination, and it had been concluded that Burrell had held Miller's getaway and possible defense money, a sum of $3000.00 plus the money paid for the execution. Just a day before the prestigious Fat Stock Show in Fort Worth, Texas, Burrell was seen conversing with friends on Main Street, seemingly without a care in the world. His nonchalance was shattered when Deputies Purvis and Snow approached and arrested him. Despite the gravity of the charges, Burrell attempted to downplay the situation, treating the arrest as a mere inconvenience. His bravado, however, was short-lived, as he was returned to Ada with waived extradition papers, facing the consequences of his alleged involvement in the Bobbitt murder.

However, capturing Allen and West proved to be a more complex challenge. Given the limitations of extradition processes at the time, the authorities had to devise a strategy to lure the fugitives back to Oklahoma from Texas, where they had fled. The arrest resulted from a clever deception orchestrated by the prosecuting attorney, Wimbish. He sent a telegram to West, falsely claiming that Jim Miller needed additional funds for the assassination plot. It read: "Come to Ada at once. Need $10,000. Miller." This ruse successfully lured Allen and West back and they were promptly arrested. 

In Dozier Creek, about fourteen miles northwest of Fort Worth, Texas, the long arm of the law finally caught up with Miller. U.S. Marshal John Abernathy, leading deputies Snow and Higgins, encircled Miller's residence. Despite being heavily armed and possessing the means to resist with a Winchester rifle, a pistol, and a shotgun within arms reach, Miller, perhaps sensing the futility of further struggle, surrendered without a fight. He was brought back to Oklahoma to stand trial. He, like Burrell, waived extradition.

A 19-year-old cowhand named Oscar Peeler was apprehended for his role in the crime. Under the weight of interrogation, Peeler confessed the entire conspiracy to authorities. He revealed that the notorious outlaw, Jim Miller, had orchestrated the sinister plot, recruiting Peeler and his sister to establish a seemingly innocuous presence in the Ada area in December of 1908. Miller, assuming the guise of a land speculator and cattle dealer, paid their rent and occasionally stayed with them, all the while concealing his true motive. It was during one of these stays that Miller confided in Peeler, unveiling his diabolical plan to assassinate Gus Bobbitt.

Peeler's confession further exposed the calculated nature of Miller's scheme. He recounted how Miller, anticipating the possibility of arrest, instructed him to falsely claim kinship, identifying Peeler as his nephew despite their lack of any blood relation. The week leading up to Bobbitt's murder saw Miller ensconced in Ada, with Peeler acting as his personal chauffeur, driving him around the area. For these services, Peeler received three separate payments from Miller, though the outlaw claimed the checks originated from Jesse West. Peeler, however, admitted to investigators that he never witnessed any interaction between Miller and West.

Peeler's revelations didn't stop there. He implicated Berry B. Burrell even more deeply in the assassination plot, revealing a chilling confession Burrell made to him while they were incarcerated together. According to Peeler, Burrell admitted to being the one who guided Miller to Bobbitt's location on the fateful night of the murder. Peeler recounted how Burrell watched as Bobbitt loaded his wagon for the seven-mile journey home. Once Bobbitt set off, Burrell raced to Miller, informing him that their target was en route. Burrell then scurried away to prepare their getaway, harnessing the "little gray pony team" that would whisk them away from the scene of the crime.

The preliminary hearing for the five suspects was held on Friday, April 16th, 1909, before Justice of the Peace H.J. Brown. To maintain secrecy and prevent media coverage, the judge imposed strict restrictions on the proceedings, barring reporters from attending and prohibiting the publication of any testimony. Following the hearing, all five defendants were held without bail, awaiting trial. Jim Miller, in particular, displayed a sense of confidence, likely due to his reputation as a skilled assassin and his ability to afford top-tier legal representation. He requested the services of Momen Pruitt, a renowned attorney, to defend him in court.

Momen Pruitt


Hiring Momen Pruitt as a defense attorney for the four accused individuals was strategic. Pruitt was a renowned legal expert who had secured acquittals or lenient sentences for his many of his clients. His impressive track record of defending 342 accused murderers, of whom 304 were found innocent, made him a formidable force in the courtroom. Pruitt's ability to manipulate legal loopholes, exploit weaknesses in the prosecution's case, and deliver persuasive arguments made him a formidable opponent for any prosecutor.

Prosecutors were frightened by Pruitt's reputation as a skilled advocate. They knew that a trial against a client defended by Pruitt would be challenging and often futile. Pruitt's distinctive habit of smoking large cigars, often reinforced with a wire to prevent ash from falling, added an intriguing layer to his courtroom persona.

His unusual practice served as a personal quirk and had a subtle psychological impact on jurors. The rhythmic act of smoking and the visual spectacle of the burning cigar may have captivated jurors' attention, drawing their focus away from the legal proceedings.

This, in turn, could have influenced their perception of the case and potentially swayed their judgment in favor of Pruitt's clients. Only one of his clients received the death penalty, and that man was eventually given a presidential pardon.

Despite the formidable legal prowess of the county attorney, Robert Wimbish, the presence of a highly skilled defense attorney like Momen Pruitt posed a significant challenge. Pruitt's reputation for winning cases and his ability to manipulate legal proceedings instilled a sense of fear and uncertainty in Wimbish. 

The prospect of facing such a formidable opponent raised concerns about the trial's outcome and the potential for a less-than-favorable verdict. The community was also afraid he would be unable to secure a guilty verdict.

Justice in Vigilante Form


In the early hours of April 19, 1909, a mob of approximately forty individuals (sometimes up to 250 are mentioned) stormed the Ada jail. Overpowering the guards, they forcibly removed the four accused men from their cells. The perpetrators of the hangings remain shrouded in mystery, with no one ever coming forward to claim responsibility. Accusations have fallen upon the Twenty-Five Thousand Club and the Masonic Order, the latter gaining traction due to Bobbitt's own membership. Both orders donated and helped raise funds for the reward in Miller's capture. While Masonic records from Ada reveal a fervent desire to apprehend the killers, other historical accounts suggest a darker truth: forty Masons, defying their Order's hierarchy, may have participated in the lynchings, though they concealed their affiliation by not donning the Masonic regalia.

In his book Four Men Hanging: The End of the Old West, Welborn Hope provides a disturbingly detailed account of the alleged Masonic involvement. While the origin of these specifics remains unclear, likely stemming from oral histories, Hope asserts that forty Masons marched from their lodge down Broadway to Main Street, culminating in a horrifying display of orchestrated violence. Their 'Worshipful Master' commanded four men to produce nooses, while fifteen others were dispatched to apprehend the prisoners within the jail.

The carefully orchestrated nature of the mob's actions became evident in the aftermath. The Blackwell Sun reported that the group had convened and organized within the confines of the commercial club rooms, revealing that its ranks were comprised of many "prominent citizens of the city, only a few masked," suggesting a level of community involvement that extended beyond the stereotypical image of a lawless mob. Adding to the sense of premeditation, both the electric light and telephone wires serving the city of Ada were deliberately severed by the mob, plunging the town into complete darkness and isolating it from the outside world. As reported by The Weekly Oklahoma State Capitol newspaper, this disruption of services was accompanied by the capture and restraint of night patrolmen Lee West and Charles Bray, who were tied up and held captive on the outskirts of town, effectively neutralizing any potential law enforcement intervention. 

County Attorney Robert Wimblish, upon learning of the gathering mob, raced to the scene, desperately hoping to avert the impending tragedy. He confronted the crowd head-on in the street, his voice ringing out in a plea for reason. "Men of Ada," he proclaimed, "you are disgracing this community in the eyes of the world! Think this matter over calmly and let the law take its course. I appeal to you as an officer of the law to return to your homes!"  For a moment, the mob seemed to consider his words, pausing and appearing to weigh the consequences of their actions. But their contemplation was brief. With an eerie calm, they simply bypassed Wimblish, continuing their grim march toward the jail, their resolve unshaken by his appeal to their senses.

Walter Goyne, a young jailer, and Bob Nester, a former U.S. Deputy Marshal and then-deputy Sheriff of Pontotoc County, were both asleep on cots in the jail corridor. Jim McCarty and Walter Cotter were also on duty. Around 2:45 a.m., Goyne was abruptly awakened by a gun pressed against his ribs, finding himself surrounded by fifteen or more men. Nester, roused from sleep, instinctively reached for his weapon, only to be rendered unconscious by a vicious blow to the head by the butt of a pistol. Nester, McCarty, and Cotter were then bound with bailing wire and stripped of their ability to intervene. Goyne was forced to open the cell doors, and the Masons proceeded to extract the four incarcerated men and marched them towards an old livery barn situated a mere thirty feet from the jail, adjacent to the Frisco railway tracks.

Burrell reportedly pleaded for mercy, claiming he was merely an associate of the main culprits. "Don't hang me. I was just a friend who ran around with them," he said. However, his pleas fell on deaf ears. 

In a final act of defiance or perhaps a desperate attempt to salvage a small part of his legacy, Jim Miller tried to distribute a few personal belongings. He offered his diamond ring to the mob, requesting they deliver it to his wife. He also removed a diamond scarf pin and requested it be give to jailer McCarty for his "kindness toward him." However, his most cherished possession, his black broadcloth coat, he wanted to be placed on his body. His requests were granted for the jewelry. However, despite his wishes, the mob denied his request for the coat. They did allow him to wear his hat as a final act of respect or perhaps a cruel irony. 
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