
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


“Thomas refused to Live on

Second-hand Testimony.”

By Tony Egar

––––––––

It is time,

to stop living on

borrowed faith,

and to start

seeing Heaven for ourselves.
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Introduction: 

Refusing Second-hand Faith

There is a stirring of hearts — a quiet unrest within the hearts of believers who are no longer satisfied with hearing what God did for someone else. We rejoice at testimonies, we celebrate revivals of the past, we quote the stories of others as proof that God still moves. Yet somewhere deep within, a longing remains: When will I see it for myself?

This book was born out of that holy dissatisfaction — not doubt, but hunger. It is for those who love Jesus deeply, yet know there must be more than sermons about what He did two thousand years ago. It is for those who read the Gospels and feel a sacred ache, wondering why the Church today seems to live more by memory than by manifestation.

For too long, we have treated every kind of faith as the same — as though salvation faith and miracle faith were identical. But they are not. Salvation faith believes in the unseen. It trusts in the Cross, the Resurrection, and the promise of eternal life — things we accept by grace through faith, never by sight.

Yet Jesus trained His disciples in a different kind of faith — the faith that comes by seeing the works of God. He did not send them out to perform miracles based on theory. He showed them, again and again, until their faith was formed by sight. “They believed on Him when they saw the miracle He did.”

Today, however, the Church often demands blind faith for everything. We are told to believe for healing without ever witnessing one, to believe for power without ever seeing it demonstrated. As a result, we live in a generation of believers filled with hope but starved of proof. We have built theology around what we have not seen, instead of asking why we are not seeing it.

And here enters Thomas — often misunderstood, often criticized, yet carrying a prophetic cry that still echoes through the centuries. Thomas refused to live on second-hand testimony. He loved Jesus enough to demand a firsthand encounter. He would not rest on the words, “We have seen the Lord.” He wanted to see for himself.

Jesus did not reject that desire. He answered it. He appeared. He gave Thomas exactly what he needed — not because Thomas was weak, but because he was honest. And in that moment, Thomas’s faith became real. It was no longer built on someone else’s story. It was built on sight, on encounter, on proof.

This is the journey of this book: to rediscover the difference between believing without seeing and believing because we have seen. To understand that God honors both kinds of faith — one for salvation, and the other for demonstration.

It is time to trade in the second-hand stories of others and step into firsthand experiences with Heaven. It is time to press for more, not from pride or unbelief, but from hunger.

The same Jesus who appeared to Thomas is still willing to reveal Himself to every believer who says, “I will not live on second-hand testimony.”

Let this book be your invitation to move beyond borrowed faith — into the living reality of a God who still shows up, still works wonders, and still allows His people to see His glory.
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The Two Kinds of Faith

There are two kinds of faith in the New Testament: the faith that believes without seeing, and the faith that believes because it has seen. Both come from God, but they serve different purposes. For generations, the Church has blended them together as if they are the same, yet Jesus Himself trained His followers to understand the difference.
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