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        Overcome by grief, Lucy needs to find an escape.

        

        The Scottish Highlands sound as good a place as any.

        

        Without a map or plan, Lucy sets off, never expecting to meet someone like Hannah, a woman who knows exactly how to take Lucy's mind off things...

        

        A short and steamy lesbian romance set in the beautiful Highlands of Scotland.

        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        For Ari, my very first partner in crime…I mean writing.
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      I say goodbye to my cactus, put it on my neighbour’s doormat together with a folded note, and leave without looking back. I’m on autopilot until I reach the bus station. Around me commuters are swarming hectically, but inside me, a silent apathy has taken over.

      The next bus is going to Aviemore. Why not. I buy myself a ticket and go to the shop just opposite the bus stand. I’ve got a few minutes to waste, so I buy myself a sandwich, a bottle of water and a pack of oatcakes. The triangle ones, of course. Round oatcakes just aren’t right.

      The bus is half full, but I manage to get a row for myself. I can't deal with people right now. As we leave Edinburgh and start to drive through more rural areas, my melancholy starts to grow. This was the kind of landscape she loved. As children, she'd take us for long walks in the countryside, sometimes with my parents, sometimes without. She'd tell us stories of her life, how she met our grandfather, how my father was born, what he got up to as a child. With her stories, I never noticed that I was walking several miles. Nowadays, hiking is much more exhausting.

      I lean my head against the window and concentrate on the soft vibrations the glass is passing on to my cheek. The sky is brooding but I can see rays of sunshine penetrating the clouds in the distance. It looks like the angels opened a window into heaven and let their light spill out. I've never seen this kind of sun versus clouds anywhere else, only in Scotland.

      Scotland, the country she loved. She was born in England, in a coal mining village close to the Welsh border. It can't have been an easy childhood, but in her stories, she always managed to find funny anecdotes. I’m going to miss her stories more than anything else.

      Despite the memories of my grandmother rumbling in my mind, I manage to fall asleep. It's that half-sleep you get while being on a bus - your head slowly begins to sink forward, and just when it's about to fall onto your chest, you wake, adjust your position, and fall back into dreamland. It's not a restful sleep, but I haven't slept properly in quite a while.

      By the time we pull into Aviemore at 11am, I'm awake again. Aviemore is not the prettiest place. A few large hotels and restaurants, but not much else. But then, I'm not planning to stay here. I shoulder my backpack and follow the signs of the East Highland Way. I've always wanted to hike that long-distance walk, and why not now. Somehow I know that it's a crazy thing to do, and that maybe I'm not quite in my right mind, but I don't care. I needed to get away, and nothing is further away from my normal life than the Highlands. No people, no emails, just nature.

      Slowly, the path is taking me out of the town and into an evergreen forest. A few joggers overtake me, and I can hear dogs barking in the distance, but otherwise I'm alone. Breathing in the fresh air, I already begin to get a little calmer.

      Being alone here is different from being alone in the city. In Edinburgh, I'm alone in the middle of the crowd. Here, I am alone among nature. It's a much nicer way of being by myself.

      The sun is shining through gaps between branches, warming the mulch covering the ground. A gentle scent of bark is drifting up into the air. Insects are shimmering in the sunlight. It's such a simple thing, but it makes me smile. I haven't smiled in a while. It's been too long. As crazy as leaving without any plans and only a tent in my backpack was, it was a good thing to do.
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