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            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      This book “Praying with power” is the fifth in the “Prayer Power Series”. Here are the other books in this series:

      
        	The Way Of Victorious Praying

        	The Ministry Of Fasting

        	The Art Of Intercession

        	The Practice Of Intercession

        	Praying With Power

        	Moving God Through Prayer

        	Practical Spiritual Warfare Through Prayer

        	The Ministry Of Praise And Thanksgiving

        	Waiting On The Lord In Prayer

        	The Ministry Of Supplication

        	Life-Changing Thoughts On Prayer (Volume 1)

        	The Centrality Of Prayer

        	Life-Changing Thoughts On Prayer, (Volume 2)

        	Prayer and Spiritual Intimacy

        	Life-Changing Thoughts on Prayer (Volume 3)

        	The Art of Worship

        	Life-Changing Thoughts on Prayer (Volume 4)

        	Life-Changing Thoughts on Prayer (Volume 5)

        	Prayer And A Walk With God

        	From His Prayer files 

        	Learning To Importune In Prayer

        	Prayer and Holiness

        	Pray or Perish

        	Pray Without Ceasing

        	Prayer Crusades Vol. 1

        	Prayer Crusades Vol. 2

        	Prayer Crusades Vol. 3

      

      The first two titles have been published by:

      
        
        Parole de Vie,

        B.P. 3 F-330920 Codognan, France.

      

      

      The fifth book in this series is in your hands. May the Lord bless you abundantly as you read it, and may He lead you into a deeper experience with Christ in the school of praying with power.

      If you are blessed while reading this book, you may desire to read the preceding books and maybe help someone else to also read them. Wouldn’t you do it? May God bless you abundantly.

      
        
        Yaounde, 28th April 1990

      

      

      
        
        Zacharias Tanee Fomum,

        ztfbooks@cmfionline.org

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      I have always known that the Lord Jesus prayed. Recently I have been meditating from the Gospel of Luke. It is then that I was taken aback by the prayer life of the Lord Jesus. His whole life was taken up by prayer. He lived in the Father’s presence. His life was spent in prayer. He occasionally came away from praying to carry out some task that was assigned to Him by the Father, and went back to prayer as soon as the task was completed.

      I have been deeply moved by the quality and quantity of the Lord’s prayers. He just prayed. It is obvious from the way He prayed that He understood that everything depended on prayer.

      I am convinced that the Lord Jesus understood the true value of prayer. That value was reflected by how much He prayed. I am also now more aware that through a special activity of the Enemy, the Church has been blinded from seeing prayer as the Father sees it and seeing prayer as the Son saw it. This blindness seems total in some quarters and is certainly partial in all others.

      As a people of God in the city of Yaounde, our eyes are beginning to be opened to the importance of prayer. This has resulted in individual prayer crusades – prayer crusades of two, four, six people and prayer crusades of the House Churches. This has also resulted in the seven prayer chains that are scattered in this city where people are keeping prayer vigils round the clock – twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week.

      We believe that this is only the beginning. Our eyes are only partially open because there is yet only limited burden that leads to heart-rending before God and heaven-storming in prayer. We plead with the Lord that He should open our eyes so that we might see more clearly the critical importance of prayer. We also pray that He should open our eyes to how late the hour is. We pray that He should teach us and enable us to pour out our all in prayer, to convert sleeping time into prayer time; to convert every available minute into prayer time. We pray also that He should enable us to handle the practical aspects of prayer to the best advantage; for a well-equipped but poorly organized army might yet suffer serious loss.

      There are other things that ought to have been included in this book. We have thought it best to leave some of them for the subsequent books that, by God’s grace, will follow.

      The substance of these messages was first given to leaders of House Churches in the city of Yaounde and around. At the time of delivery it was not intended that these messages would become a book, but the Lord has willed it to be so. As a companion volume to this book is the next book in this series, Moving God through prayer1. Both series of messages were given at the same time. We would have liked to make both into one book, but there was a problem of size. If you have read this message and been blessed, you will want to read the next book in the series. You will also find that you need the material in the first four books to come to grips with the themes of prayer, fasting and intercession.

      A book on prayer is not a novel. It cannot be read with ease or in one go. It has to be taken in small bites. I suggest that you should first read the book quickly through and then come back for a slower reading in which you take a bite at a time. I have established the habit of having a good book on prayer on the table or near the bed. I always carry one with me. As I read small portions from books like those by E.M. Bounds, I am stirred to pray. You too might find the habit beneficial. You may find that one of the books or some of the books in this series are a blessing to you.

      The Lord was in the Ministry of Praying. He also taught His disciples how to pray. You and I should go and do likewise and we shall indeed be blessed and, above all, the Lord’s name shall be glorified.

      Amen.

      
        
        11th July 1989.

      

      

    

    
      
        
        

        
          
1 Formerly published as The Phenomenon of Prayer
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            PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      
        	The Lord Jesus had to be in the house of prayer. He had to pray. Prayer was His very life. Everything began and ended in prayer. He prayed before He did things. He prayed while He did things and He prayed for what had been done!

        	The Lord Jesus lived to do His Father’s will and that will was received and executed primarily through prayer.

        	When the Lord Jesus entered the temple at the age of twelve, He was already a master at the art of praying; He did not automatically know how to pray. He learned to pray. He spent the first twelve years of His life learning how to do the most important “must” of His life. He was taught to pray by His Father. In order to learn and make rapid progress, He must have given Himself totally to learning how to pray.

        	It is to be expected that the disciple will enrol in the “School of Prayer” that is run by God, spend many years there and from Him learn the art of praying.

        	It is also to be expected that the wise disciple will enrol in the School of Prayer of some advanced saint who has been taught by God to pray and there learn from man how to pray. In that way that saint will supplement what was received in God’s School of Prayer with what has been received in Man’s School of Prayer and, thereby, make rapid progress.

        	The problem of our day is that there are few, very few who want to pay the price of enrolment in God’s School of Prayer. In addition to this, the Schools of Prayer of men after God’s heart are hardly existent.

        	The primary essence of prayer is communion with God.

        	The believer’s spirit is his primary school of prayer. It is here that the Holy Spirit dwells and receives from the Father and gives to the believer.

        	Since the spirit of the believer is the place of contact and communion with the Holy Spirit, and since there is no other way by which the believer can enter into communion with God except through the Holy Spirit, we can say that the spirit of the believer is the place where prayer takes place; for there the believer receives God’s will and prays it back to the Father from there.

        	The believer who would make progress in the Ministry of Prayer must get rid of every sin in his life. He must be pure in spirit. He must do this, first of all, by being observant and consequently confessing any sin that is manifested in his life, and secondly by labouring to enter into the sanctified life.

        	The preacher who will pray for ten hours and preach for two hours each week will see great things begin to happen in his own life and in the lives of those who listen to his sermons. He will become increasingly filled with God. The dull of hearing will begin to hear; the disobedient will begin to obey; the worldly will begin to find worldly things distasteful; unbelievers will begin to truly understand the gospel and get genuinely saved. A ministry like that of the Lord Jesus will become visible in that place, and God will be glorified.

        	The apostle Paul prayed as if all depended on his prayers and he pleaded with the saints to pray for him as if all depended on their prayers. The combined effects of his praying and theirs was a very fruitful ministry.

        	All work that is not prayed through adequately, several times over, is actually an activity of the flesh. It will not last. It will bring no reward at the Judgment Seat of the praying Christ.

        	Everyone who wants to do a great work for God must have a clear strategy for praying for everything that he intends to do, well ahead of time. Projects that are to be carried out ten years from today must be soaked in prayer now. It is not enough to pray alone. Prayer partners must be recruited and properly organized into a prayer force.

        	The baptism of Jesus into water was immediately followed by a personal prayer meeting of great intensity on the banks of the Jordan. So mighty was the force of His praying that His prayer tore the sealed heavens and the Holy Spirit gladly came upon Him in bodily form.

        	Anyone who expects any promise of God to be fulfilled in his life or in the life of the Church without sustained co-operation with God in prayer, is mistaken. Anyone who thinks that because he prayed in the past, he can relax at the moment and yet reap the full fruit of God’s current move, is self-deceived.

        	God’s promises are like pregnancies. Whether or not a healthy child will be born does not only depend on the praying that led to the pregnancy, but even more so on the praying that ensures that the baby grows normally and is protected from disease and premature birth. Even a baby who has grown healthily for nine months in the womb might yet die at delivery. Such a death would be more expensive because of all that has been invested to bring the pregnancy that far. Consequently, the greatest care and the best expertise is required at the point of delivery. The Lord Jesus knew all this and that is why, as He came out of the Jordan, He undertook violent praying that continued until the Holy Spirit had descended upon Him and remained and His Father had spoken. We too must follow suit and labour in prayer until faith gives way to sight.

        	It is the prayers of the Lord Jesus that rent the heavens and caused the Holy Spirit to descend upon Him. God was ready to send the Holy Spirit, but how could He descend with a sealed heaven? When the prayers of the Lord Jesus went up, they broke the barrier and down came the Holy Spirit upon Him. He was the first Person to benefit from the Holy Spirit that came down, following the rending of the heaven.

        	An individual believer can cause the heavens to be rent and the power of the Lord to descend on him. You and I are called to do this.

        	And individual believer could cause the heavens to be rent so that the power of the Lord should descend and put to naught the power of Satan that is arrayed against him and against the Church.

        	An individual believer can rend the heavens so that the power of the Lord should descend and bless his assembly, family, town, nation and continent. There is no limit to the blessings which will flow on one and on all if the heavens are rent. Seeing it this way, a single believer can wield limitless power and authority in the overthrow of the kingdom of the evil one.

        	Although individuals can carry out such far-reaching ministry by rending the heavens, God’s ultimate purpose is that His total will should be accomplished by the Church working to rend the heavens. May we as individuals and may we as the body rise to the task. Praise the Lord. (Extracts from the first seven chapters.)
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            PRAYERLESSNESS

          

        

      

    

    
      
        	Prayerlessness is the art of putting intercourse with man in the place of intercourse with God.

        	Prayerlessness is the art of replacing primary issue with the secondary.

        	Prayerlessness is giving more importance to man than to God.

        	Prayerlessness is the fruit of giving to man the place of God.

        	Prayerlessness is the fruit of thinking that human might and power availeth much.

        	Prayerlessness is the fruit of the philosophy that man is able on his own to know God and serve Him.

        	Prayerlessness is thinking about prayer instead of praying.

        	Prayerlessness is talking about prayer instead of praying.

        	Prayerlessness is preaching about prayer instead of praying.

        	Prayerlessness is teaching on prayer instead of praying.

        	Prayerlessness is writing on prayer instead of praying.

        	Prayerlessness is confessing the sin of prayerlessness and doing nothing after the confession.

        	Prayerlessness is wishing instead of asking.

        	Prayerlessness is planning to pray instead of praying.

        	Prayerlessness is having prayer time on a timetable that is not followed.

        	Prayerlessness is hoping that God knows our needs, instead of telling Him about them.

        	Prayerlessness is planning to pray after the training session, instead of before.

        	Prayerlessness is the art of having prayer in the committee meeting placed as the last item, instead of the first.

        	Prayerlessness is doing a hard day’s work, having a good supper, and kneeling by your bedside, to pray? No! To sleep.

        	Prayerlessness is keeping silent at the prayer meeting.

        	Prayerlessness is never praying because someone else always prays before you were able to open your mouth.

        	Prayerlessness is the lot of the person who complains, “Others never let me pray at the prayer meetings. Just as I have organised my thoughts and want to release them to the Lord, behold, someone else prays the very thing I had in my heart and I am stranded.”

        	Prayerlessness is the lot of those who have decided that they will not pray until they are able to pray perfectly.

        	The Enemy ensures that normal believers gasp for speech when it is prayer time, but are full of brilliant ideas which they gladly communicate during after-prayer sessions.

        	The Enemy knows the importance of prayer. For that reason, he has attacked 99.9% of the Church with the disease of “prayerlessness”.”

        	Prayerlessness is often manifested in sleeping during prayer.

        	Prayerlessness is often manifested in the lack of concentration during prayer.

        	Prayerlessness is often manifested in the lack of insistence in prayer.

        	Prayerlessness is often manifested in the lack of boldness during prayer.

        	Prayerlessness and faithlessness go hand in hand.

        	Prayerlessness and sin are partners.

        	Prayerlessness and worldliness are difficult to separate.

        	Prayerlessness and purposelessness are twins.

        	Prayerlessness is the worst sin.

        	God has called prayerlessness to an end. You, too, call it to an end!
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            AT TWELVE IN THE HOUSE OF PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        “Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom; and when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but supposing him to be in the company they went a day’s journey, and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintances; and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions; and all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. And when they saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, ‘Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been looking for you anxiously.’ And he said to them, ‘How is it that you sought me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?’ And they did not understand the saying which he spoke to them. And he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them, and his mother kept all these things in her heart” (Luke 2:41-51).

      

      

      The Lord Jesus and His parents went to Jerusalem together. For them, Jerusalem and the temple were places to visit at fixed intervals, perform rituals and go away gladly. However, for the Lord Jesus, Jerusalem and the temple were different. He lingered there and found His joy and fulfilment there. The parents went homewards and did not find Him. Later on when they found Him, they were surprised that He had treated them so. How did He react? He too was surprised that they sought Him. To Him it was perfectly normal that He ought to have stayed back and not gone back with them. To Him it was but normal that He stayed back in the temple. He found it difficult to understand the fact that they did not understand that He was where He had to be! “How is it that you sought me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” were words pregnant with meaning.

      The temple was His Father’s house and it was a must that He be there. Already, at the tender age of twelve, the Lord Jesus was gripped, bound and possessed by the “must” of the musts of His life. There would be other “musts” in His life. For example, He said that the following were “musts”:

      
        
        “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other cities also; for I was sent for this purpose” (Luke 4:43).

      

      

      
        
        “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of man be lifted up” (John 3:14).

      

      

      
        
        “We must work the works of him who sent me, while it is day, night comes, when no one can work” (John 9:4).

      

      

      
        
        “And I have other sheep that are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will heed my voice. So there shall be one flock, one shepherd” (John 10:16).

      

      

      
        
        “The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised” (Luke 9:22).

      

      

      So there were these other “musts” in the life of the Lord Jesus. He was a man under great compulsions. He had time only for that which He had to do. Of these “musts” the most important of them was the one that consumed Him at the age of twelve. It was the first and the most important. Its grip on Him was total and lasted the longest. All the other “musts” in the life of the Lord Jesus were dependent on this “must!”

      AT TWELVE IN THE HOUSE OF PRAYER

      The Lord Jesus said that it was a must for Him to be in His Father’s house. What was His Father’s house? The Bible says, “And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons; and he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. And he taught, and said to them,

      
        
        ‘Is it not written, “My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations”? But you have made it a den of robbers’ ” (Mark 11:15-17).

      

      

      The prophet Isaiah had said earlier about the temple,

      
        
        “These I will bring to my holy mountain and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples” (Isaiah 56:7).

      

      

      The Lord Jesus was thus asking His parents, “How is it that you sought me? Did you not know that I must be in My Father’s house? Did you not know that I must be in the house of prayer? Did you not know that if there is one place where I ought to be it ought to be in the house of prayer? Did you not know that if there is one thing that I ought to be doing, I ought to be praying? Did you not know that I have ‘musts’ in my life and that the ‘must’ of ‘musts,’ the ‘must’ of My life that cannot be negotiated is prayer?”

      In thinking, speaking and acting that way, the Lord Jesus allowed us to see the very depths of His commitment to prayer and His personal evaluation of it. It was the very centre, the very life-spring of His life and ministry.

      The Lord Jesus expects that we who are His disciples should follow suit. He expects that for the normal believer, the following should be true:

      
        	That he should have ‘musts’ in his life and that the greatest ‘must,’ the ‘must of musts,’ will be prayer.

        	That the one thing that must always be done will be to pray.

        	That the most frequented place in time should be the place of prayer.

        	That the greatest investment in time should be in prayer.

      

      The Lord Jesus had to be in the House of Prayer. He had to pray. Prayer was His very life. Everything began and ended in prayer. He prayed before He did things; prayed while He was doing them and prayed for what He had done! He lived to do His Father’s will, and that will was received and executed primarily in prayer.

      We must all look again at the Lord Jesus and follow His example. We, too, must have a “House of prayer” from which we hardly depart. We must have a “House of prayer” that is “home” for us, from which we go out occasionally to carry out specific duties assigned to us by our loving Father, but to which we return immediately, once the assignment has been accomplished. It is in this way that the believer will be able to fulfil God’s call on him to pray without ceasing!

      TWELVE YEARS IN THE SCHOOL OF PRAYER

      When the Lord Jesus entered the temple at the age of twelve, He was already a Master at the art of praying. He did not automatically know how to pray. He learned it. He spent the first twelve years of His life learning how to do the most important ‘must’ of His life. He was taught by His heavenly Father. He must have given Himself totally to it.

      It is to be expected that the disciple will enrol in God’s School of Prayer, spend many years there and from Him learn the art of praying. It is also to be expected that the wise disciple should enrol in the “School of Prayer” of some saint who has been taught of God to pray, and there learn from man how to pray. In that way that saint will supplement what was received in God’s School of Prayer with what is received in Man’s School of Prayer and, thereby, make rapid progress.

      The problem of our day is that there are very few who want to pay the price of enrolment in God’s School of Prayer. In addition to this, the Schools of Prayer of Men of God are hardly existent; the men of prayer are in short supply and even when you find them, there are not many lovers of the Lord who want to stay around them and learn the divine art.

      You may be one of those rare figures that are bent on praying. Ask the Lord to enrol you in His School of Prayer. He will do it. Work out your timetable. You will begin in the first class even though you might have believed many years ago. You will grow in the time spent with God in prayer and in the quality of praying. I do hope that the quality of your praying will grow as you grow in the quantity of prayer.

      
        
        CLASS —> TIME SPENT IN PRAYER

        One —> thirty minutes

        Two —> one hour

        Three —> one hour and thirty minutes

        Four —> two hours

        Five —> two hours and thirty minutes

        Six —> three hours

        Seven —> three hours and thirty minutes

        Eight —> four hours

      

      

      The time spent in prayer is that of active communion with God – hearing His voice and talking back to Him. It is time of intense communion during which the entire being is lost in God. Even if you can occasionally throw words at God for two, three or four hours, you should consider yourself as only in class one if all you know are thirty minutes of sustained communion with God, during which you are not distracted. You may find that you should learn to honestly make progress in the first year as follows:

      
        
        Month —> Time spent in prayer in one sitting

        1 - 2 —> Five minutes

        3 - 4 —> Ten minutes

        5 - 6 —> Fifteen minutes

        7 - 8 —> Twenty minutes

        9 - 10 —> Twenty-five minutes

        11 - 12 —> Thirty minutes

      

      

      You should bear in mind that the primary essence in prayer is communion with God. You may find that there will be times during which you may have to spend thirty minutes in preparation before God in order to be able to have five minutes of communion with Him. As you make progress, you will find that you need less and less time to prepare for communion with Him. This is because as you grow in Him you will begin to increasingly pray without ceasing; so that your special times of praying will only be a continuation of a life of continuous praying. As such, there will be no need for times spent in getting in touch with and “plugging-in” to God; for one has not plugged out.
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            THE HOUSE OF PRAYER

          

        

      

    

    
      We saw that when the Lord Jesus got to Jerusalem,

      
        
        “He entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons; and he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. And he taught, and said to them,

        ‘Is it not written, “My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations”? But you have made it a den of robbers’ ” (Mark 11:15-17).

      

      

      This was at the end of His ministry. At the beginning of His ministry, He had done a similar thing. The Bible says,

      
        
        “The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers at their business. And making a whip of cords, he drove them all, with the sheep and oxen, out of the temple; and he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take those things away; you shall not make my Father’s house a house of trade’ ” (John 2:13-16).

      

      

      The Lord cleansed the temple of all the religious businesses that were taking place in it. He did not even allow the selling of oxen, sheep and pigeons that were necessary for sacrifices. He knew that His Father’s house was a house of prayer and only prayer ought to be allowed there. The cleansing of His Father’s house was of such importance to Him that He carried it out twice, once at the beginning of His ministry and a second time at the end of it. It was of such critical importance that He used a whip of cords – the only such incident in His entire life on earth.

      The believer’s spirit is his house of prayer. It is here that the Holy Spirit dwells and receives from the Father and gives to the believer as the Lord Jesus has said,

      
        
        “He will glorify me; for he will take what is mine and declare it to you” (John 16:14).

      

      

      The Holy Spirit takes the will of the Father and reveals it to the believer’s spirit and takes what is in the believer’s spirit and brings it to the Father.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      Since the spirit of the believer is the place of contact and communion with the Holy Spirit, and since there is no other way by which the believer can enter into communion with God except through the Holy Spirit, we can say that the spirit of the believer is the place where prayer really takes place; for there the believer receives God’s will and prays it back to the Father.

      This means that the spirit of the believer must be pure and consecrated. Any sin in a believer’s life will severely hinder his prayer life. This does not only apply to the grosser sins like theft, immorality and the like that can be committed in act, but also to those sins that are “sins of the heart.” The following are some of the sins of the heart that will hinder or reduce the effectiveness of a man’s prayer life, even if there may be no outward acts of these:

      
        	Pride

        	Vanity

        	Love of the world

        	Love of the things of the world

        	Self-love

        	Self-exaltation

        	Self-justification

        	Self-defence

        	Self-praise

        	A critical spirit

        	A spirit that judges others

        	A spirit that condemns others

        	Every form of falsehood

        	Every form of self-deception

        	Covetousness

        	Envy

        	Jealousy

        	Impure thoughts

        	Wicked thoughts

        	Any other such sins.

      

      The believer who would make progress in the Ministry of Prayer must get rid of all such sins. He must be pure in spirit. He must do this, first of all, by being observant and, consequently, confessing any such sins that are manifested in his life and also by labouring to enter into the sanctified life in which such sins are rare.

      Such a believer will not only labour to have a pure spirit, but will also labour to ensure that he does not have an encumbered spirit that is carrying things that though not sinful are useless in helping him to run the race. He will not expose his spirit to the excitement of worldly things, be they legal things, but will seek deliberately to separate himself unto God and protect his spirit from those things that should have no place in it.

      The believer is thus to ask about every motive, thought, word or action:

      
        	Will it hinder my spirit from being receptive?

        	Will it disturb the peace of my spirit?

        	Will it move my spirit from its condition of rest before God?

      

      By the answers to these questions, the believer is to build a wall around his spirit; so as to defend it from invasion by destabilising forces. The Lord said,

      
        
        “Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.”

      

      

      We add,

      
        
        “Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall pray effectively.”

      

      

      Make it your aim to keep your house of prayer pure and consecrated!

      Amen.
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            EIGHTEEN CRUCIAL YEARS

          

        

      

    

    
      The ministry of the Lord Jesus can be put on scale as below:

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      There were the twelve years during which He learnt to pray. At the age of twelve, when He appeared in the temple, His knowledge of God and man was such that the Bible says,

      
        
        “And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers” (Luke 2:47).

      

      

      The Lord was well able to start His ministry then. After all He could have decided to start earlier; so that He would have more time to really invest into it. Why did He have to wait for another eighteen years? There may be other reasons for it, but the main reason was that the Lord Jesus needed to pray His ministry through before God, before He could carry it out before man. He knew that what really took place during the ministry depended on what took place before the ministry in the place of prayer with God and in the place of warfare against the devil. So He carried out His entire ministry five times over before God and against the devil before He appeared in public to face both man and the devil. The Lord was so convinced about this that He put eighteen years into it, leaving a meagre three and a half years for the accomplishment of the outward ministry.

      So the Lord spent eighteen years to pray a three-and-a-half-year ministry through. He spent five years in prayer for every year of public ministry that He was to carry out.

      We conclude that for anyone who wants to follow in the steps of the Lord Jesus and to exercise the same influence over men, demons and evil spirits, the prerequisite is as follows:

      
        	5 hours of prayer for every hour of ministry;

        	5 days of prayer for every day of ministry;

        	5 years of prayer for every year of ministry.

      

      If the Lord Jesus Christ; whose communion with God was perfect, who was always full of the Holy Spirit, who had all authority and power in heaven and on earth, needed to pray His ministry through with such intensity and for so many years, then those of us who have relegated prayer to a second place are only labouring to our shame. He said,

      
        
        “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I go to the Father. Whatever you ask in my name, I will do it, that the Father may be glorified in the Son; if you ask anything in my name, I will do it” (John 14:12-14).

      

      

      The Lord’s promise that the believer would do the works that He did and do greater works than He did was in a context of the believer asking whatever and asking anything in His name. It becomes obvious that the asking and the receiving would be of the quality and quantity that was manifested in His own life. May we, therefore, not conclude that the believer who prays for five years for every year of ministry would do the works that the Lord did? Might we also not say that the believer who prays more than the Lord prayed, that is, praying ten years for every year of ministry will do greater works than the Lord did? Might we also not say that the poor spiritual condition of the Church today and her very limited impact on the world is owing to too little praying? Is it fair to pray less than the Lord prayed and hope to do the works that He did? Is it not true that the average pastor or evangelist does not know the basic experience of one hour of prayer each day as a minimum?

      Many Churches have two hours of service on Sunday and some other meeting for other activities in the week. For a normal Church that has a two-hour worship or evangelistic or teaching ministry on Sunday, honesty would have demanded ten hours of praying in order to prepare those hours of meeting before God and frustrating the devil’s purposes for those hours. The question is, how many local assemblies are practising that? Do you know of any? If you find one such, it will be a flourishing assembly; for the people of God cannot follow the example of the Lord in prayer and not see the great things that He promised happen.

      The preacher who will pray for ten hours and preach for two hours on Sunday or on any other day will see great things happen. I dare say that it will be absolutely impossible to pray for ten hours every week for a two-hour sermon and not see far-reaching changes. The dull of hearing will begin to hear; the disobedient will begin to obey; the worldly will begin to find the world distasteful; unbelievers will begin to understand the gospel and be saved; a ministry like that of the Lord will become visible again and God will be glorified!

      Looking at things this way, it becomes obvious that the people of God can cause the next great move of God to take place. The problem is not that God is not able to do great things or does not want to do them. The problem is that He has bound Himself to move in proportion to the prayers of His people. Because His people are praying so little, He can do very little. If they prayed more, He would do more. If they gave themselves to prayer, He would give Himself to causing great and mighty works to be done in their midst!

      Lest anyone should become discouraged because he is alone, we say that for an individual who prays ten hours a week for the lost and spends two hours a week witnessing to them, the power of God will so move in his life and ministry that many will be converted who will abide in the Lord.

      When the apostle Peter was locked up, the Bible says,

      
        
        “So Peter was kept in prison; but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church” (Acts 12:5).

      

      

      These earnest prayers were heard and God did a great act. An angel was sent to Peter and he was released from prison. Had the Church not prayed and kept praying, things would have been different. In fact, the Church did not only pray earnestly. The Church prayed without ceasing. The Church prayed from the moment when Peter was arrested to the time when he was released; for he found them still praying!

      LONG YEARS OF PRAYER?

      We have seen that the Lord prayed for eighteen years for a ministry that was to last only three and a half years. Why was it necessary that He spend so much time in prayer? As we shall see, He spent nights in prayer and has been praying for over one thousand five hundred years in order to consolidate the work that He accomplished in three and a half years. Why must so much time be invested in prayer before God acts?

      The truth is that I do not know why God would not do a thing simply because it had been asked once. All I know is that God is not only interested that His will be prayed back to Him for execution. He is anxious and insists that His will be prayed through also quantitatively. It would seem that there is a certain “volume” of praying that must be attained before God would do some things. It would seem that that volume of prayer cannot be secured in one time of asking. It would seem that God is prepared to wait and must wait for the believer to bring in the needed volume of prayer; so that He can act. The one who then prays once when he ought to pray a thousand times and the one who prays for one month instead of continuing to pray for eighteen years, will not have answers to those prayers that need eighteen years. He may start very well, but if he would not put in the needed minutes, hours, days or years in prayers, he will be compelled to go away unrewarded. God has ordained it to be that and it is so!

      GROUP PRAYING TO MEET PRAYER REQUIREMENTS

      This book is going to take 200-250 writing hours to complete. I have already spent many years thinking through the message and trying to work out the practical implications for my life and ministry. If I want to be honest, I should spend 250 X 5 = 1,250 hours in prayer for the book before I can write it. If I were to pray for 5 hours a day, that will take me 250 days to pray the book through before it is written. This might mean that the book will not be written for many years. What I have done has been to share the burden with my prayer partners in the writing ministry whom I call “praying authors.” So I am the “writing author” and they the “praying authors.” This means that I spend time in prayer that is long enough for me to have an inward flow and then I can write and only return to praying when the inward flow begins to dwindle. Each “praying author” is committed to praying for a certain number of hours for the book and does pray so that by the time the book is finished at least 1,250 prayer hours will have been invested into it.

      I am applying the same principle to other aspects of our ministry. For example, I will be going out on a journey that will take me to seven countries to preach the gospel and carry out chemical research. I will be away for 40 days. I do not know when I shall be ministering and when I shall not.

      I have, therefore, decided to consider every hour of the forty days as ministry time which is 40 x 24 = 960 hours. In order that there should be 5 hours of praying for each hour of ministry, I need 960 x 5 = 4,800 praying hours. I have made an appeal to my prayer partners and they are sending in their sacrificial contribution of prayer hours. My prayer to God is that the required prayer hours be met, for unless they are met, the trip will be without mandate. I now consider it easier to set out on a journey or to start a special project with insufficient funds than to set out without the necessary praying.

      I have to confess that I have only just seen this matter of five-fold praying for each hour of ministry. If I had practised it in the past, things would have been different.

      The rationale behind this is that, since God seems to need a certain volume of praying from His children before He can do certain things, He will only act if that volume is provided for by an individual, or collectively by people whose praying is acceptable to Him! This must be the reason why the apostle Paul, who was given to much praying, pleaded with the saints to pray for him. For example, he wrote to the Colossians as follows:
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