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It had now been nearly 2,000 years since God made his promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob whose name God changed to Isra-el.

Abraham died and went to heaven. Isaac and Jacob—Israel—too.  Their children ended up as slaves in Egypt for 400 years. At last, Moses freed them and led them to a land God had promised Abraham, Isaac, and Israel.

But, Israel’s great-great- grandchildren had to make a promise back to God. If they did not do their part, God would not do his part.

What was that promise?  They promised not to become like the people who lived in their Promised Land before them. Those people did terrible things to children and others in their worship to their pretend gods.

In turn, God promised that, if they ever got to be like those bad people, he would let someone else punish the Israel-ites and make them leave the Promised Land.

Well, they kept their promise, but only sometimes.  

For 400 years, God let the Israel-ites have judges rule them. Whenever their judge was good, the people were good. Whenever their judge was bad, the Israel-ites were bad.  

When they were bad, they were as bad as the people who lived in the land before them.

So back and forth they went. Back and forth. Good sometimes. Bad sometimes. Back and forth.

Finally, the Israel-ites said they would be good if God would let them have a king.

So, God let big and tall Saul be their king.  Then he let the shepherd and poet, David, be their king. Then God let wise and rich Solomon be their king.  Then all 3 kings died and went to heaven.

Now what? Would the Israel-ites keep going back and forth, back and forth? Would they be good sometimes and bad sometimes?

Oh, no!

After this, the Israel-ites got worse and worse. Oh, sometimes they were good, but only sometimes. That’s because sometimes they had a good king, but only sometimes. Most of the time they got a bad king and the people became bad.

What were the Israel-ite people doing that was so bad? Let’s count them.

#1 ~ They stopped following the 10 Comm-and-ments. 

“Hey, it would be fun to steal something from that store.”

“Hey, let’s say we went to school when we went swimming instead.”

“Hey, let’s play instead of worshipping 1 day a week.

“Hey, let’s trip that blind man.”

#2 ~ They bowed down to pretend gods that do not exist.

“I want to worship the sun instead of God who I can’t see.

“I want to worship the moon instead of God who I can’t see.”

“I want to worship the biggest tree I can find instead of God who I can’t see.”

“I want to worship my king instead of God who I can’t see.”
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