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    To all my fans, new and old, I hope you enjoy this new journey into a new genre!
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Chapter 1: The New Neighbour
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The sun dipped below the horizon, casting a warm, orange glow over the suburban neighbourhood as the streetlights flickered to life. Darren, a typical teenager nearing the end of high school, sat hunched over his plate at the dinner table, his eyes darting between his parents as they peppered him with questions about school.

"How was your day, honey?" his mom asked, her voice laced with the type of concern any normal mother would have.

"Fine," Darren mumbled, shoveling a forkful of mashed potatoes into his mouth.

"Did you turn in your English paper?" his dad inquired, glancing up from his own plate.

"Yeah," Darren replied, his tone flat and disinterested. These types of conversations were always repetitive; they never interested him at all.

The conversation continued like this for a few more minutes, with Darren's parents attempting to engage him in discussion about his classes, friends, and extracurricular activities, only to receive one-word answers and grunts in response. To them, they were really trying. But to Darren, these were the same mundane questions he had to answer every day of his life. Teenagers aren’t exactly known for their patience, after all.

Feeling suffocated by their attention and the weight of their expectations, Darren made a quick decision. He stood up, grabbing his plate and utensils, and announced, "I'm gonna eat in my room.”

His mother frowned, opening her mouth to protest, but his father placed a hand on her arm, silencing her. "Let him go, dear. He needs his space."

With a grateful nod, Darren turned and made his way up the stairs, the aroma of his half-eaten dinner wafting behind him. As he reached the landing, his mom called out, "Oh, looks like our new neighbour has finally moved in."
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