
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


Silence And Other Plays 

By Albert Nyangaresi 


A play with  four scenes

Characters


	Mr Mwongo – President of Kilwa Republic

	Albert – Opposition leader

	Amos – Member of the opposition

	Eric – Member of the opposition

	Miriam – Advisor to Mr Mwongo

	Mary – Albert's friend, citizen of Kilwa

	Joan – Judge

	Dancan – Hitman for Mr Mwongo

	Duncan (Commissioner) – Head of elections (dies offstage)

	Precious – Citizen of Kilwa

	Voice – Can be played by multiple actors representing the citizens
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Prologue

The action takes place deep in the African continent in the 21st century. In the Republic of Kilwa, a presidential election is held. Mr Mwongo bribes Duncan, the chairperson of the electoral commission, and is announced as president. The opposition leader, Albert, is taken to prison during the election period. After the election, Judge Joan finds no evidence to keep Albert behind bars, so he is released.

Mary is the first to pick up Albert from prison. Mean while, Mr Mwongo and his advisor Miriam plan what to do next. They decide to eliminate Albert's supporters, including Precious and others. They also pass heavy bills that undermine human rights. Those who oppose the president are labelled "criminals" and are to be slaughtered. The citizens protest, but the president orders them to be shot on sight.

The hitman, Dancan (not to be confused with the election commissioner), tries to kill the protesters, but he is overwhelmed by the citizens. They storm the palace and take power from Mr Mwongo. Albert becomes temporary president. Mr Mwongo is sentenced to life imprisonment; Miriam receives twenty years. The people rejoice.
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Scene I

Setting: Mr Mwongo's office at the Statehouse.

(After the election period is over, Mr Mwongo sits behind his desk, deep in thought. He is worried about Albert, his greatest nightmare, whom he had imprisoned during the election. As he thinks, his advisor Miriam enters. She is a young, stunning woman from the Zulu community.)

Mr Mwongo: Hello, Miriam.

Miriam: Yes, Your Excellency.

Mr Mwongo: You flatter me, Miriam.

Miriam: What shall I call you, then? My Lordship?

(Mr Mwongo smiles.)

Miriam: Congratulations on your great victory over Kilwa Republic.

Mr Mwongo: Thank you so much, Miriam. If it weren't for you, I don't know what we would be saying today.

Miriam: We did what we had to do to secure your position. Now that you have the seat, we must think about how to handle Duncan, Albert, and his supporters.

Mr Mwongo: That's why I love you so much, Miriam. You never fail me.

Miriam: Power is not given; it is taken. If we had acted recklessly, we would be crying now, Your Honour.

Mr Mwongo: You are absolutely correct. Power is taken, and we took it using Duncan. To avoid our names being ruined, send the hitman to finish the job as soon as possible. Today itself.

Miriam: I will do as you please, Your Lordship. What about Albert, who was arrested without any crime?

Mr Mwongo: Don't worry about that. I have everything in place. You ensure that you have dealt with Duncan. And if possible, reduce the number of Albert's supporters – they could become a pandemic in the future.

Miriam: I have heard your instructions, and I will do as you want, my boss.

(Miriam exits. The light fades.)

Scene II

Setting :Outside the prison gates.

(Mary waits outside the prison for Albert, who has just been declared innocent by Judge Joan. Other opposition leaders – Amos and Eric – wait with her. The prison doors open, and Albert walks out.)

Mary: Albert, is that you?

Albert: Yes. Who else can be like me in this world, Mary?

(Mary rushes to Albert and hugs him tightly.)

Amos: Welcome back, our friend and leader. We are so sorry for congratulating Mr Mwongo as president.

Albert: I understand. Things here are tough. You had to do it to protect your lives.

Eric: Thank you for your understanding, Albert. Only a few people can understand.

Albert: Is there anything I should know, my friends?

Amos: At the moment, you should know that Mr Mwongo is the president, and he has passed several laws that completely undermine humanity.

Eric: You talk about laws. Do you know that Duncan is dead?

Albert: The chairperson of elections?

Eric: Yes. His body was found today in the river.

Albert: How sad for his family and for the country to lose such a man.

Mary: It is the will of Almighty God. What can we do?

Amos: We have to do something. What do you think, Albert?

Albert: Let's leave here first. Then I will decide. Injustice cannot be justice in our republic.

(They exit. Light fades.)

Scene III

Setting: A street in Kilwa Republic.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
%ilence A%”d ther

%Iays

O






OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





