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CHAPTER 1

ROSE.
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A few months ago, Emily found herself in New York, tasked with helping Aessoid clear his name. She was on a mission to find someone who had recorded Aessoid's fight with some soldiers. As she walked towards the portal, she noticed a girl taking pictures with her camera. The girl then sat on the stairs, staring at the portal. Emily observed that the portal seemed to calm her down, almost like a resting place.

After a while, the girl got up and slowly walked downstairs. Emily followed her, waiting for her to reach the ground before approaching her. The girl noticed someone walking towards her and immediately started to walk away. Emily didn't want to scare her, so she didn't run. However, the girl started to run, fearing that Emily was going to kidnap her.

Emily saw the girl running and knew she couldn't leave her. She had no choice but to run after her. Emily was an Ultimate Soldier with powers that almost no one had. She could jump very high, so she started to jump and landed in front of the girl. The girl was terrified and fell to the ground, crawling back while looking at Emily with fear.

"Please don't kill me, please. I'll do anything for you," the girl pleaded in a terrified tone.

Emily approached the frightened girl with a gentle step, trying to ease her fear. "Calm down, calm down. I'm not here to hurt you," she said in a soothing tone. The girl, still trembling, put her arms over her head, pleading with Emily not to hurt her.

Emily continued to speak in a soft voice, hoping to calm the girl's nerves. "Listen... listen, I'm not a bad person. I just want to talk to you." But the girl remained silent, her eyes darting back and forth, searching for a way to escape.

Emily knew she had to gain the girl's trust if she wanted to get any information from her. "You can trust me," she said, trying to sound as sincere as possible. "I'm not here to hurt you. I just need some information."

After a moment of hesitation, the girl finally spoke. "Why were you following me?" she asked, her voice quivering.

"I'd like to ask you something," Emily replied, choosing her words carefully. "Do you often take photos of the portal?"

The girl didn't answer at first, but Emily could see the fear in her eyes starting to fade. "You can trust me," she repeated. "I'm not here to hurt you."

Finally, the girl admitted that she did often take pictures of the portal. Emily felt a glimmer of hope. She got down on her knees and looked the girl in the eye. "Do you happen to have pictures from a few weeks ago where a man killed three soldiers?" she asked, her voice low and urgent.

The girl looked at Emily with suspicion and asked, "Who are you? Can I really trust you?"

Emily placed her hand on the girl's shoulder and replied, "I just need to know if the guy who went into the portal did it in self-defense or not."

The girl responded, "I filmed it myself, but I haven't shown it to anyone."

Emily asked, "Can I see it now?"

The girl hesitated. "That will be difficult. I have it stored on my PC at home, but my parents are arguing, and I don't want to listen to them fight."

Emily asked, "Do they argue often?"

The girl looked at Emily and replied, "Many times." She continued, "Whenever they argue, I leave to walk. I usually walk to the portal because it gives me peace and helps me forget about my parents."

Emily inquired, "But how old are you?"

The girl answered, "17."

Emily asked, "Aren't you afraid someone might kidnap you in the evening?"

The girl responded, "Mostly not. I know the streets here and can run fast, but I was scared when you jumped over me."

Emily let out a soft laugh and said, "Sorry about that."

Rose, the girl who had just witnessed Emily's incredible display of speed and agility, couldn't help but ask, "But how can you run so fast and jump so high? Are you from another planet?"

Emily chuckled and replied, "No, I'm the Ultimate Soldier, and I work at the Army Base. I'm just a normal person like you, but you can call me Emily."

Rose's expression was one of pure surprise as she processed this information. "The Ultimate Soldier..." she murmured, still in disbelief.

Curious to learn more about her, Emily asked, "May I ask what your name is?"

Rose replied, "Rose."

Emily smiled warmly and said, "So, Rose, can I get a copy of the clip?"

Rose nodded eagerly, but then hesitated. "Of course, but not today," she said.

Emily furrowed her brow in confusion. "Why not today?" she asked, wondering if there was some sort of issue with the footage.

Rose replied, "When my parents argue, I usually stay outside for a day. I sleep somewhere near here and don't come back until the next day."

Emily thought this was strange and asked, "But why don't you go back home later in the evening?

Rose replied, "When my parents argue, it's usually because my dad is drunk. When I get home late, he gets really angry and hits me really hard."

Emily felt sorry for Rose and understood why she was always outside. "So that's why you're at the portal, to get some peace of mind?" Emily asked.

"Yes," Rose replied, "but I also try to make money from the photos I take of the portal because my parents often argue about money. They are always short on money, and I really try to help them."

Emily asked, "Do you really get paid for photos like that?"

Rose replied, "When I first saw your friend from the portal, I ran straight home to save the footage on my PC. I immediately called the media to tell them that I had proof that Aessoid was back in New York. Of course, everyone wanted to know this, and I also asked for money."

Emily was amazed that Rose made money this way and asked, "Was it a lot you got?"

Rose's heart sank as she looked down, her face contorted with disappointment. "I asked for $2,000, and they agreed," she explained, "but after I gave them the pictures, I never heard back."

Emily felt a pang of sympathy for her. "I'm so sorry that happened to you," she said, her voice soft and gentle. "There are a lot of bad people in this world who want to take advantage of others."

Rose nodded in agreement, her eyes downcast. "Yes," she said quietly, "I wanted to give the money to my parents so they don't argue about money anymore."

Rose wanted to help her parents, but things had taken a turn for the worse. Emily decided to stay with her for the evening, as Rose was afraid her father would hit her. Emily didn't want to leave Rose alone in New York so late, as anything could happen to them, and she needed the video.

The next morning, Emily woke up to see Rose lying on her stomach with Emily's arm around her. Emily woke Rose up and told her it was already morning and they had to leave. They got up and cleaned the dust from their clothes. Emily looked at Rose and felt like a mother to her. When Rose was lying on her while she was sleeping, it made her feel like Rose was her daughter.

Rose saw Emily looking at her and asked, "Is something wrong?"

Emily hesitated before saying, "No, there is nothing. Shall we have breakfast somewhere first?"

Emily considered Rose her daughter and thought it would be better if they grabbed some breakfast first. They walked together, looking for a restaurant where they could have breakfast.

As they sat in the restaurant, a sense of unease hung between them. Emily took a deep breath and said, "Rose, there's something I need to ask you. It might be difficult to hear, but please try to understand where I'm coming from."

Rose furrowed her brow in confusion, waiting for Emily to continue.

"Have you ever considered moving out of your parents' house?" Emily asked tentatively.

Rose's eyes widened in surprise. "I can't afford to do that," she replied.

"I know," Emily said, "but maybe there are other options. Have you thought about going to an adoption center?"

Rose recoiled at the suggestion. "Absolutely not," she said firmly.

Emily nodded in understanding. "Okay, I get it. But something needs to change. Would you like me to talk to your parents?"

Rose hesitated. "I don't know. They might just get even angrier."

Emily leaned forward. "Listen, I'll talk to them. And if they'll do one more thing, I'll help you find a new place to stay. You deserve to be happy and safe, Rose."

At first, Rose didn't want that, but then she started to think about everything that had happened in her childhood. She knew that it would be better if she left her parents. "Alright, I will think about it," Rose said.

After they were done, Rose got the USB with the video on it. At this point, Emily had thought about letting Rose live with her for a while, just as long as she was away from her father. Emily then walked away. After a while, she came back with Aessoid. Rose found this really cool, especially because she was at the portal that much. After they were done, Aessoid went back into his universe, and Emily had to go back to San Francisco that same night.

"I'm going to talk to your parents, alright?" Emily asked before she wanted to leave.

Rose was really nervous, but she nodded yes. They walked towards Rose's house.

Rose opened the door, and they walked in. "Who is there?!" her father angrily yelled.

Rose quietly answered, "It's me..."

Her father stood up and angrily walked towards her. He said, "You said you would do the dishes! And you didn't do them." Then he saw Emily.

"Who the hell are you?" her father asked with an angry look on his face.

"I'm Emily Davis, also known as the Ultimate Soldier," Emily replied.

"Get out of my house, now!" Rose's father said angrily.

"I need to talk to you about you and your daughter. You hit her, don't you?" Emily said.

"Are you telling people that I hit you?!" Rose's father yelled as he walked towards her, attempting to hit her.

Rose closed her eyes, anticipating the blow. But Emily grabbed her father's arm and twisted it, causing him to yell in pain.

"AHH!" he cried out.

Emily pushed him into the living room, still holding his arm twisted. She looked around and saw empty alcohol bottles and some white powder.

"I know people who can get Rose out of here, but I will do it myself," Emily declared with a determined look in her eyes.

"Take that dumb bitch! I don't want her here anyway," Rose's father spat out angrily, his face contorted with rage.

Rose felt a lump form in her throat as she fought back tears. She had tried so hard to help her parents, but this was always what she got in return.

"You are a disgrace," Emily hissed at Rose's father, her voice laced with disgust.

He didn't say anything in response, his eyes darting back and forth between the two women.

"Rose, grab all your stuff. We are leaving," Emily instructed, her tone firm and unwavering.

Rose found it hard to leave everything behind, but she knew it was the best thing to do. She quickly went upstairs and gathered her clothes and her laptop, trying to ignore the painful ache in her chest.

"I'm ready," Rose said when she walked down the stairs, her voice barely above a whisper.

"Good, then we can go," Emily said, placing a reassuring hand on Rose's shoulder.

As they made their way to the front door, Rose's father's voice echoed through the house. "Yeah! Runaway, you du..."

"Enjoy the cops!" Emily cut him off, her voice ringing out with fierce determination as they walked out of the house.

Rose's father gave her a confused look.

While Emily was waiting for Rose, she had called the police, but she didn't say anything. She just let them hear what Rose's father said. When Rose and Emily walked out of the house, they already heard the sirens coming towards them.

"I'm sorry that you had to go through all of this," Emily said with a sad look on her face.

"It's okay. It has been like this my entire life," Rose replied.

Emily nodded, not knowing what to say. She then asked, "Have you ever been to San Francisco before?"

Rose shook her head no. "We never had enough money to go on vacations."

"Well, I live in San Francisco, and if you want to, you can come with me," Emily said.

Rose found it strange at first, but she trusted Emily, purely because she was the Ultimate Soldier.

"Alright, but I don't have enough money for an airplane ticket," Rose said.

"I got you covered," Emily replied with a laugh.

They went to the airport in New York, where they saw a big army plane.

"Are we going in that?" Rose asked nervously.

Emily nodded yes.

Rose hesitated for a moment before speaking. "Maybe this isn't a good time to mention it, but I am afraid of heights," she confessed.

Emily placed a comforting hand on Rose's shoulder. "Don't worry. I will be with you the entire time," she reassured her.

As they boarded the plane, Rose's heart raced with anxiety. She took a deep breath and tried to calm herself down. She couldn't believe she was actually doing this.

As the plane began to ascend, Rose looked out of the window and said, "Bye, New York."

Emily turned to her friend and asked, "Are you going to miss it?"

Rose smiled weakly and replied, "No, I hate New York."

Emily chuckled. "Yeah, it's always so busy, so crowded, and, of course, also expensive," she added.

A few hours later, Rose and Emily had just landed at the airport in San Francisco. As they made their way towards the army base, Emily asked Rose about her first flight. Rose replied that it wasn't as bad as she thought it would be. They got into Emily's car and drove towards her apartment. Emily then asked Rose if she was sure she wanted to stay at her place, as they had only known each other for a short time. However, Rose was keen to stay with Emily and they spent the next week getting to know each other better.

During this time, Emily suggested that Rose should go to the adoption center so that she could officially live with her. At first, Rose was hesitant, but she knew it was the right thing to do. They went to the adoption center together, and Emily explained the situation to the boss there. The boss explained that Emily would need to take some courses to ensure she was qualified enough to adopt a child. Emily agreed to take the classes, which would take three months, and Rose would need to stay at the center during this time.

Emily and Rose saw each other frequently during the three months that Emily was taking the classes. However, two and a half months into the classes, Emily had to go to New York to discuss some army matters with Aessoid. She texted Rose to let her know she wouldn't be able to see her for a few days. While Emily was in New York, Molecural's identity was exposed, and Emily overheard the General talking about attacking Victoria White. Emily was shocked and confused by what she had heard.

As Emily tried to process what she had overheard, she realized that the General was talking to another General and one of his best soldiers. They were discussing how this power would make the Reapers unstoppable. Emily was horrified and knew she needed to do something about it. She couldn't let them carry out their plan to attack Victoria White.

"Indeed, Mike, indeed," the other General said.

Emily knew she had to help Victoria immediately. She headed toward the Elecforms building, knowing it was Victoria's hideout. Soldiers were already running into the building as she arrived. Emily quickly let her hands glow and shot her green particles into the building. She then jumped through a broken window and ran up the stairs to help Victoria escape.

As soldiers entered Victoria's office, they demanded to know where she had gone. Emily denied any knowledge of Victoria's whereabouts, but the soldier threatened her. Emily grabbed him by the neck and pushed him against the wall. She reminded him that they were not real soldiers, but members of the Reapers. Until she had proof, she wouldn't kill him, but he was not to threaten her again.

Afterwards, Emily went back home, but her actions had landed her in the newspapers. People thought she had betrayed her own army. Despite this, Emily completed the course in the next few days.

When she went to the adoption center, the boss told her that there were lawsuits against her. Due to the trouble in her life, she couldn't adopt Rose yet. Emily was heartbroken. Rose was also angry and heartbroken, standing around the corner. She turned and asked Emily how she could be so dumb. Emily tried to approach her, but the boss forbade her from having contact with Rose.

In the present, Emily walked to the fridge and grabbed a cola. She sat down on the couch and picked up her phone. Though she couldn't talk to Rose in person, they still texted. Rose was still angry about not being adopted, but she knew Emily did what she thought was right.
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CHAPTER 2

WE NEED YOU. 
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Six months ago, Victoria heard footsteps behind her. She quickly fashioned a gun out of stone and pointed it at the person behind her. "Woah! It's me!" Emily said, trying to calm Victoria down.

Victoria gave her a confused look and asked, "What are you doing here?"

Emily looked nervous and replied, "Doesn't matter. Trust no one in the army, and whatever you're going to do now, do it fast!"

Suddenly, soldiers burst into the office and demanded to know where Victoria was. Emily lied and said she hadn't seen her. One of the soldiers threatened Emily, but she grabbed him by the neck and pushed him against the wall, revealing that she knew he was a member of the Reapers. Emily warned him that until she had proof, she wouldn't kill him; otherwise, she would be in trouble.

In the present, the General approached Emily while she was training. "Emily, I need to talk to you." Emily was confused but followed him to his office.

The General expressed his disappointment with Emily for not letting her colleagues in after what happened with Victoria in New York six months ago. Emily defended herself, saying that they had tried to kill Victoria, who had been proven innocent.

About a week ago, Mike Parker and his team were approaching a ship that was transporting illegal substances. Mike warned his team that there would be a lot of armed people on the ship and that they would kill them if given the chance. Emily didn't respond, causing Mike to become angry. Emily jumped out of the helicopter and landed on the ship. The people on the ship started shooting at her, but the bullets didn't do much damage. Emily's hands lit up as she fired her gun, causing explosions on impact.

Mike yelled at Emily to stop, but she didn't listen.

Emily smiled and asked, "Why should I? It's working, isn't it?"

Mike angrily yelled, "You are supposed to follow a plan! My plan!"
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