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Chapter 1: The Night the Whole World Heard Her Name






The first time Casey Simmons heard her voice on the radio, she was in a parking lot of a gas station just outside Nashville, eating a hot dog and trying not to cry.

It wasn't the kind of cry that comes from sadness. She wasn't even sure what kind it was. More like something inside her chest that had been pulled tight for years finally loosened, just a little, and the pressure had nowhere to go except up.

The song was called "Gravel Roads and Grace." She wrote it in forty minutes on the back of a grocery receipt. The melody came to her in the shower. The words poured out as if she’d been holding them in for years, just waiting for a chance to let them go.

She turned the radio up so loud the windows shook.

Her phone lit up. Roy Hutchins. Her agent. She let it ring twice before she picked up.

"You hearing this?" Roy's voice was already halfway to a shout. That wasn't unusual. Roy was a big man who lived in a big way, and he treated every good thing that happened like a minor miracle he had personally arranged. "Casey, you hearing this right now?"

"I'm hearing it."

"That's your voice on the radio, kid. That's WKRN. That's the real thing."

"I know, Roy."

"You're not screaming. Why aren't you screaming?"

She smiled even though he couldn't see it. "I'm eating a hot dog."

There was a pause. Then Roy started laughing, and she started laughing too, and the song kept playing, and the parking lot lights buzzed overhead like they were keeping time.








