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How to Use This Guide

This guide is built for cruise passengers with 6-10 hours in port. Everything is organized around one question: What’s the best use of your limited time?

What This Guide Helps You Decide:


	What’s actually worth your limited time (and what to skip)

	How to get from ship to Old Town in 25 minutes flat

	Where to eat without overpaying at tourist traps

	Whether the fortress climb is right for your fitness level

	How to build your perfect day with exact schedules and budgets



Callout Boxes

Throughout this guide, you’ll see colored callout boxes highlighting advice for specific travelers:









	Callout
	What It Means





	FIRST-TIMER TIP
	Essential advice for cruise newbies or first-time independent explorers



	PRO TIP
	Time-savers and insider strategies from experienced cruisers



	WATCH OUT
	Hazards, closures, or things that catch travelers off guard



	BUDGET TIP
	Money-saving strategies and free alternatives



	FAMILY NOTE
	Tips for traveling with kids — strollers, attention spans, restrooms



	ADVENTURE ALERT
	For active travelers seeking physical challenges



	ACCESSIBILITY
	Mobility, wheelchair, and accessibility considerations



	SCAM WARNING
	Tourist scams and how to avoid them







How Recommendations Are Formatted:

Each sight, restaurant, and experience includes:


	A short description of why it’s worth your time

	
Fast facts — time needed, cost, difficulty, best time of day

	A callout with the one thing you need to know



Reading Strategy — Pick Your Path:


	
Short on time? Read Section 1, Section 3, and Section 8 (Introduction, Port Navigation, Itineraries)

	
First cruise? Add Section 14 (Segment-Specific Tips)

	
Planning budget? Jump to Section 13 (Budget Breakdown)

	
Just want the highlights? Skip to the Quick Reference Card at the back



Maps in This Guide:

Five custom maps with key landmarks, walking routes, and numbered points of interest. All map markers GPS-verified.


PRO TIP

Free Interactive Map: We’ve built a companion Google Map with every location in this guide — walking tour stops, restaurants, metro stations, beaches, and more. Toggle layers on and off to see exactly what you need. Visit gangwayguides.com/maps for the link to open on your phone before going ashore.




Every price, distance, and time estimate comes from verified sources current as of early 2026. Prices may shift by season — but the relative value won’t.

Now let’s get you ready for one of the Mediterranean’s most rewarding cruise ports.







How This Guide Pays for Itself

Ship excursions in Corfu run 60-150 EUR per person — an Old Town walking tour with fortress entry, a Paleokastritsa beach day trip, or a “Corfu highlights” combo that hits three spots in four hours. This guide costs $5 and does the same thing, except you control the pace, skip the gift shop stops, and keep 95% of the money in your pocket.

Corfu is one of the most walkable cruise ports in the Mediterranean. The walk from ship to Old Town? Twenty to twenty-five minutes on a flat coastal path. No shuttle needed. No taxi required. Just turn right and go.

For a couple replacing even one ship excursion, this guide pays for itself roughly thirty times over.







Quick Start: Your First 10 Minutes in Corfu

Where you are: Your ship docks at Neo Limani (New Port), on the eastern coast of Corfu Town. You’re about 1.5-3 km north of Old Town depending on your exact berth.

What to do right now:


	
Walk off the ship and turn right. Follow the coastal road south. The sidewalk is flat and well-maintained. You’ll pass the ferry terminal and a string of cafes.

	
Grab cash if you need it. There’s an ATM at the cruise terminal — use it here where the line is short, not in Old Town where everyone else goes.

	
Keep walking. In 20-25 minutes you’ll reach Spianada Square — the largest public square in Greece and the gateway to everything worth seeing. The Liston arcade will be on your right, the Old Fortress straight ahead.

	
Pick your first move. Old Fortress opens at 08:00 and is best tackled early before the heat. If you’re a coffee-first person, grab a table under the Liston arches and plan your route.



Default plan if you have no plan: Old Fortress first (2 hours) → Liston coffee (30 min) → Campiello wander (1 hour) → taverna lunch behind the Liston (1 hour) → New Fortress or shopping (remaining time). Works for virtually every traveler. Fills a 6-8 hour port call perfectly.







Section 1: Introduction — Why Corfu?


Country: Greece (EU / Schengen) Population: ~100,000 (island) Language: Greek (English widely spoken) Currency: Euro (EUR) Time in port: Typically 6-10 hours Dock to Old Town: 1.5-3 km (20-30 min walk) Ideal for: History, food, culture, first-time independent explorers



Here’s what most cruise guides won’t tell you about Corfu: it’s the best port on the Adriatic circuit.

Not the most famous — that’s Dubrovnik. Not the most dramatic — that’s Kotor. But the best combination of walkability, food, history, and value? Corfu wins. And it’s not close.


[image: Panoramic view over Corfu Old Town from the New Fortress]

Corfu Old Town from the New Fortress — terra-cotta rooftops, the Old Fortress on its promontory, and the Albanian mountains across the strait. This view is worth the 5 EUR admission alone. Photo: Adam Jones / Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 2.0




Picture this: your ship rounds the northeastern tip of the island and there it is — a green, hilly coastline with a town stacked along the shore, two fortress peaks rising above the terra-cotta rooftops, and the Albanian mountains shimmering across the strait. That first view tells you something. This port is different from the rest.

The basics. Your ship docks at Neo Limani, Corfu’s New Port, on the eastern coast of Corfu Town. Turn right from the terminal, follow the coastal path, and twenty-five minutes later you’re standing in a UNESCO-listed Old Town shaped by three different civilizations over five centuries. No shuttle. No taxi. Just your feet and a flat, pleasant walk.

Three civilizations — that’s the headline. Venetian rulers held this island for 411 years. Longer than most countries have existed. They built the fortresses, carved the narrow streets called kantounia, and baked their cuisine into the local DNA. The French showed up next and gave Corfu its most elegant promenade. Then the British arrived, introduced cricket (yes, cricket, in Greece), built a neoclassical palace, and — this is the weird part — accidentally made kumquats the island’s signature fruit.

The result? A place that doesn’t feel quite Greek. It feels like Venice had a long affair with Athens and the British came along to referee. You’ll eat pastitsada (not moussaka), drink ginger beer (not ouzo), and watch cricket (not football) — all in a town that the Ottoman Empire never managed to conquer.

And unlike Dubrovnik, where the 2.5-kilometer gap between port and Old Town is the number-one complaint on every cruise forum, you can walk to Corfu’s Old Town for free. That changes everything. No shuttle anxiety. No taxi scam stress. No “will I make it back in time” panic.

A confession: we spent our first Corfu visit paying 8 EUR each for the shuttle, sitting in a line for twenty minutes, then realizing we’d been dropped at the exact spot the walking path ends. The walk would have been faster. Lesson learned the expensive way.

Corfu is also gentler on the wallet. The multi-museum ticket costs around 8 EUR — compare that to Dubrovnik’s 40-EUR walls. A taverna lunch runs 9-14 EUR for a proper meal. A day that includes a fortress, a Corfiot feast, and a kumquat liqueur tasting can come in under 25 EUR.

About 485 cruise ships visit Corfu each year, bringing roughly 640,000 passengers. The season runs May through October, peaking June through September. On busy days, four to six ships dock simultaneously. But even on peak days, Old Town absorbs the crowds better than Dubrovnik’s narrow Stradun — the streets branch and twist in every direction. There’s always a quiet alley one turn away.

This guide gives you exactly what you need: how to get from ship to Old Town, what to see when you get there, where to eat without getting ripped off, and how to spend your hours based on how many you have. Every price is specific. Every time estimate is realistic. Every recommendation comes with an honest caveat.

If your itinerary includes Dubrovnik and Kotor — and most Adriatic cruises do — grab our guides for those ports too. Designed as a set. Same voice, same format, same no-nonsense approach.

Let’s get into it.


BUDGET TIP

Corfu’s signature fortress costs 6 EUR. Dubrovnik’s walls cost 40 EUR. You can walk from Corfu’s port for free — Dubrovnik requires a 2-4 EUR shuttle. A taverna lunch runs 9-14 EUR instead of 15-25 EUR. Corfu is the budget-friendly port on the Adriatic circuit, and the experience doesn’t suffer for it.
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Section 2: Practical Information


Quick Reference — Practical Details








	Detail
	Info





	Country
	Greece (EU member, Schengen Area)



	Currency
	Euro (EUR)



	Language
	Greek; English widely spoken



	Time Zone
	EET (UTC+2) / EEST (UTC+3 summer)



	Visa
	Not required for most nationalities (EU/Schengen). ETIAS authorization may be required for US/UK/Canadian/Australian visitors starting 2026 — check before travel.



	Emergency
	112 (general)



	Tourist Police
	171



	Port
	Neo Limani (New Port)



	Old Town
	UNESCO World Heritage Site (2007)








Currency & Payments

Greece uses the Euro. Cards are widely accepted at restaurants, shops, and attractions. You’ll need cash for: - Small tavernas and souvlaki stands - Market vendors in the Central Market - Green Bus tickets (intercity routes, cash only) - Small tips (not expected, but appreciated)

There’s an ATM right at the cruise terminal. Standard international withdrawal fees apply. Pull out 40-60 EUR for the day — that covers most scenarios.




Weather by Season










	Month
	Temperature
	Crowd Level
	Notes





	May
	20-25°C
	Moderate
	Perfect. Wildflowers everywhere.



	June
	25-30°C
	Moderate-High
	Still comfortable. Longer days.



	July
	30-32°C
	Peak
	Hot. Crowded. Budget for cold drinks.



	August
	30-32°C
	Peak
	Hottest month. Siesta hours are real.



	September
	25-28°C
	Moderate
	Sweet spot. Warm sea, thinning crowds.



	October
	20-25°C
	Low-Moderate
	Great value. Some attractions close earlier.





Best months: May-June and September-October. July-August works, but plan for heat and crowds.




Language

Greek is the official language, but English is widely spoken — more so than in many other Greek ports. The British colonial period left its mark, and decades of tourism reinforced it. A few words of Greek go a long way:


	
Yassas (YAH-sas) — Hello (formal/plural)

	
Yassou (YAH-soo) — Hello (informal/singular)

	
Efharisto (ef-hah-ris-TOH) — Thank you

	
Parakalo (pah-rah-kah-LOH) — Please / You’re welcome

	
Poso kani? (POH-soh KAH-nee) — How much does it cost?



Greeks appreciate any attempt. Even a butchered “efharisto” gets a smile. Honestly, you’ll get further with a bad accent and a genuine effort than with perfect English and no warmth.




Water

Tap water in Corfu is not recommended for drinking. Safe in the “won’t make you sick” sense, but the mineral and chlorine taste is unpleasant. Buy bottled water from supermarkets (0.50-1 EUR) rather than tourist kiosks (1.50+ EUR). That price gap adds up over a full day.




Connectivity

Free WiFi at the cruise terminal. Most cafes and restaurants offer WiFi — just ask for the password when you order.

For mobile data, get an eSIM before you travel. Airalo and Saily both offer European data plans starting around 5 EUR for 1 GB. Use code NEWTOAIRALO15 for 15% off your first Airalo eSIM. Install the eSIM before you leave home, activate it when you dock, and you’ve got maps, translation, and messaging without touching your ship’s overpriced satellite WiFi. Your phone needs to support eSIM — most phones from 2020 onward do. Check before you travel.

If you don’t want an eSIM, download these for offline use before you dock: - Google Maps — Download the Corfu region. Works offline for navigation. - Google Translate — Download the Greek language pack. The camera translation feature reads menus and signs in real time. - Your cruise line’s app — All-aboard notifications, ship location, port info.




Cruise Season Overview

Corfu’s cruise season runs May through October, peaking June through September. What that means for you:


	
May-June: Ideal. Warm but not brutal. Moderate ship traffic. Wildflowers growing on the fortress walls. Water warm enough for swimming by late May.

	
July-August: Hot (31-32°C). Maximum cruise traffic — four to six ships on busy days. Plan around midday heat. Siesta hours (14:00-17:00) are real; some shops close. The locals know what they’re doing.

	
September-October: The sweet spot for experienced travelers. Still warm, sea swimmable, crowds visibly thinner, prices dropping. Some attractions may reduce hours in late October.



If you can influence your booking, aim for May, June, or September. Same Corfu, fewer elbows.




Tipping

Not expected in Greece. Rounding up the bill or leaving 5-10% for good service is generous. Tour guides: 5-10 EUR per person for group tours. Taxi drivers: round up to the nearest euro. Nobody will be offended if you don’t tip — this isn’t a tipping culture.




Power

Type C/F plugs (two round pins), 230V/50Hz. Same as most of continental Europe. Bring a universal adapter if you’re charging devices at a cafe.
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