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Katherine was in the city to land a new advertising client, Doll’s House, a women's clothing store adding a hot lingerie line to their portfolio. The new contract was put up for grabs as their previous advertising firm botched the last two product launches and store sales were falling. Her presentation was rock solid appealing to a women's desire to both look and feel sexy at all times.

There was one problem, her associate Mark. He was the alpha male of their group but had a penchant for opening his mouth at the wrong time. In the middle of Katherine's pitch, he made a remark to the company’s executives, all women, which was sexist and put her entire pitch in jeopardy.

The comment made Katherine so mad that she was ready to fire him on the spot, but the partners loved his 'look' and were willing to overlook his misstatements hoping that he would mature and hop on the partner track.

Katherine never liked him and to her he was a stumbling block on her career track.

Now Katherine sat in the hotel bar with a martini thinking, brooding, trying to find some way to save the account pitch. The bar was mostly empty with the exception of a couple of people hanging out in a booth.

She played with the olive in her martini stirring it trying to think of something, anything to say tomorrow to land this account. If they win this and pull off a successful launch, there was the possibility of landing a much larger account by this time next year.

A woman sat down at the bar two seats away and ordered a glass of red wine. She was tall, thin, busty, and beautiful. If Mark were here, he would be all over her in a second.

Katherine nursed her martini when she heard a voice ask her, ‘Rough day?’

‘You don't know the half of it; men.’

‘Nothing but trouble.’

‘You are preaching to the choir.’

‘My name is Nikki; pleased to meet you.’

‘Katherine, my pleasure.’

‘Sounds like we both had a rough day today.’

‘You don't know the half of it. I am trying to land a deal with a new client for a lingerie line and my associate might have blown it with his alpha male comments.’

‘Alpha males, I know them well. The act may work for some ladies but not with me. I always feel like they are hiding an inadequacy somewhere.’

‘Agreed.’

‘That lingerie line, it wouldn't happen to be with Doll's House would it? I heard that they were coming out with a line soon.’

‘I cannot disclose the name but the company needs to fill in their product portfolio and lingerie would be a nice fit.’

‘I hope it is Doll's. They always have great deals and I love to shop there.’

‘What makes you go there?’

‘The employees are all very friendly and the designs are fantastic. Chic but affordable, if the lingerie line looks half as good as their dress selections it will be a hit. Funny thing is whenever they try to do sexy it looks great, but their advertising falls flat on their face.’

‘Thanks for the feedback and I agree, men do not know sexy.’

Katherine and Nikki sat at the bar nursing their drinks for the rest of the night swapping stories about men and shopping laughing the night away.

Katherine used the time to ask some questions about lingerie, what she found sexy, ads that spurred purchases, etc. By the end of the night, she had a couple of good ideas on how to save the account and headed off to her room when the bar closed.

Both ladies said goodbye exchanging business cards and Katherine told her that if she landed this account, she would take her out to dinner.

Nikki wished her luck heading out the door into the night while Katherine returned to her room.

When she arrived back in her room, Katherine sat down and took some notes based on the conversation and hopped into the shower to refresh before going to sleep.

That night she went over Nikki's ideas in her head and awoke to three new ideas.

She met with the team bright and early redoing their pitch and focusing it more on the weaknesses Nikki mentioned the night before.

Katherine sent the revised pitch off to her partners who approved it and pressed the company for a moment of their time sans Mark.

The executive team agreed to give Katherine’s group 30 minutes the next day. The CEO liked Katherine's body of work which is why they were under consideration for the deal, but there were no guarantees.
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