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In Chapter One

The passage of time is described in two different ways.  

The spread of information was an established system for communication.

An empire depended on taxation.

Rome was founded in 753 BC, by the brothers Romulus and Remus, it supposedly occurred on April 21, although we do not know which brother was looking at their calendar that day.  

Julius Caesar decided, in 46 BC, after being advised by an astronomer, that the calendar was not aligned with the sun. He is responsible for the year beginning on January 1, and for Leap Year. He divided the year into our twelve months and allocated the number of days to each month.

The Roman postal system relied on the roadworks, bringing daily information on politics, entertainment, and military victories. News traveled fast, up to eighty miles a day, or from Rome to Judea in six weeks, then to the coastal cities using the Via Maris.

Rome’s defeat in the Teutoburg occurred near Detmold, Germany in 6 AD. Survivors likely fled south to the nearest post. From there the news could reach Rome in less than a month.

The Roman Empire ran on money. The purpose of a census was not only to count the subjects of Rome, but to raise money for the purpose of maintaining an army.

In Chapter Two

Daily life in Bethlehem is the background.

Judea had many towns, with several dialects of Aramaic. King David came from Bethlehem around 1000 BC. There were many people of his tribe who had to return to the birthplace of their family to be counted. Being a small town less than a day’s travel from Jerusalem, there was no need for many inns. 

Women could be betrothed as early as age 12, and might stay that way for several years before marriage. They stayed at home, assisting with the daily chores of house management, education, religious preparation, and learning about the services and guidance to be expected from a midwife.

In Chapter Three

Everything is tied together for the Birth of Christ. 

Mary would have been seen by the midwife in her town of Nazareth, perhaps assisted by her own mother. The midwife would not have accompanied them to Bethlehem, and it is unsure why they would have made the multi-week journey so close to term. Perhaps there was some stipulation as to the immediacy of Joseph being counted. 
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