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      The School of Soul Winners and Soul Winning contains the following books of Professor Zacharias Tanee Fomum:

      
        	You Can Lead Someone to the Lord Today

        	36 Reasons for Winning the Lost

        	The Power of the Holy Spirit in the Winning of the Lost

        	Soul Winning Volume 1

        	Soul Winning Volume 2

        	Salvation and Soul Winning

        	The Winning of the Lost as Life’s Supreme Task

        	Soul Winning and Disciple-making

        	Victorious Soul Winning

      

      Once a person gets saved through repentance unto God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, he is qualified to go straight to heaven. Once he comes to a loving, saving and abiding knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, he is ready to march, with the saints, straight into heaven. The only reason why a saved, sanctified and perfected person is left here on earth after salvation is that he may be a soul winner.

      We are to daily and desperately win souls as if we won’t have another day again on earth. And you can lead someone to the Lord anytime, anywhere using an array of methods such as sharing your faith, witnessing to Christ, preaching the Gospel, and evangelising publicly or privately. The terrific reasons for winning the lost, and the terrible consequences of not doing so, should push every believer out where the sinners are. If sinners die in their sins without hearing the Gospel, the believer is to blame for it. Their blood is upon him. The only way to free yourself from the blood of all men is through the preaching of the Gospel (Acts 20:26).

      However, no one can win souls in his own strength. There is need to tap into the power of the Holy Spirit for the winning of the lost. Then the resulting fruit will be lasting and lustrous. This volume presents several rapturous reasons for and benefits to be reaped from obeying the command to soul winning.

      It is not enough to win souls to Christ and leave them like that. It would be like catching fish from the lake, admiring it, celebrating the catch and then throwing it back into the lake to swim away. Leading a soul to Christ is only the beginning of a process. That process must continue with making a disciple of Christ out of that soul you have won to Christ. It ends when that disciple becomes mature and complete in Christ Jesus, not lacking any good thing.

      This volume introduces you to the School of Soul Winners and Soul Winning and carries you through various bends and bounds in the art and practice of soul winning.

      We send this first volume on soul winners and soul winning out with a cry to the Lord that, He should use it to transform every believer into a soul winner daily and deeply involved in soul winning.

      
        
        Berlin, 15th May 2019
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      This book, “You Can Lead Someone to the Lord Jesus Christ Today,” is the fifteenth in the series, “Practical Helps For Overcomers.” The books in this series that have already been written include the following:

      
        	Discipleship at any cost

        	The Use Of Time

        	Retreats For Spiritual Progress

        	Personal Spiritual Revival

        	Daily Dynamic Encounters With God

        	The School Of Truth

        	How To Succeed In The Christian Life

        	The Christian And Money

        	Deliverance From The Sin Of Laziness

        	The Art Of Working Hard

        	Knowing God—The Greatest Need Of The Hour

        	Revelation: A Must

        	True Repentance

        	Restitution—An Important Message For The Overcomers

        	You Can Receive A Pure Heart Today

        	You Can Lead Someone To The Lord Jesus Today

        	You Can Receive The Baptism Into The Holy Spirit Now

        	The Dignity Of Manual Labour

        	You Have A Talent!

        	The Making Of Disciples

        	The Secret Of Spiritual Fruitfulness

        	Are You Still A Disciple Of The Lord Jesus?

        	The Overcomer As A Servant Of Man

      

      The Lord intended that everyone who hears the gospel should ensure that someone else hears the same gospel. He intended that everyone who is led to the Lord Jesus should ensure that another person is led to the Lord Jesus. Through this process the Lord Jesus intended that the Church should fill the world with people who know the Lord Jesus personally and are dynamically related to Him.

      The Lord Jesus intended that each believer should be linked personally to the Holy Spirit and to the power of the Holy Spirit. He intended that the christian life should be lived in the power of the Holy Spirit and that everything that the believer did should be done in the power of the Holy Spirit. The Lord meant that there would be something about the life of each believer and about the ministry of each believer in soul-winning that could only be understood on the grounds that the Lord stepped in miraculously. The Lord intended that this supernatural element, resulting from the presence and from the power of the Holy Spirit, should quicken and advance the winning of the lost to the Saviour and the building of His Body, which is the Church.

      This power and presence was there in a mighty way at the beginning of the gospel, and rapid progress was made. However, something seems to have gone wrong somewhere. People were led to believe doctrines, creeds and philosophies, instead of being brought into life-union with the Lord. In addition, for most work of soul-winning both qualitatively and also quantitatively, it could rightly be asked, “Are we working in the power of the promised Holy Spirit?”

      This book is an attempt to bring the people of God back to a soul-winning, that is, the bringing of the sinner into contact and union with the Saviour, and for evangelism that is again in the power of the Holy Spirit.

      We send this book out with a cry that God should use it to open the eyes of some of His children, bring them to their knees and bring them to His power.

      9th August, 1992.

      
        
        Zacharias TANEE FOMUM

        P.O. Box 6090

        Yaounde—CAMEROON
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            REVOLUTION NOW!—1

          

          From Disciple of John the Baptist to Disciple of Jesus Christ

        

      

    

    
      Because you are a believer in the Lord Jesus, the Holy Spirit dwells in you. If you will let Him possess your total person, you can become an effective tool in His hands for the determination of the eternal destiny of people. It does not depend on your physical or spiritual age. All that matters is that you know and love the Lord Jesus and that you be prepared to obey His Word. Listen! You have the potential to become part of the most important revolution of this century—the revolution of transferring men and women from the kingdom of Satan into the Kingdom of Jesus Christ, of transferring people from hell to heaven, of transferring people from the bondage of sin into the glorious liberty of the sons of God in Christ Jesus. Do you want to be part of this revolution? You can start today.

      There is an interesting story about this revolution in the Bible. It says,

      
        
        “The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples; and he looked at Jesus as he walked, and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God!’ The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned, and saw them following, and said to them, ‘What do you seek?’ And they said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which means Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ He said to them, ‘Come and see.’ They came and saw where he was staying; and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. One of the two who heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon, and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him, and said, ‘So you are Simon the son of John ? You shall be called Cephas’ (which means Peter)” (John 1:35-42).

      

      

      John the Baptist was filled with the Holy Spirit right from his mother’s womb. He walked with God. He was part of the Revolution! He looked at Jesus as Jesus walked. It was a deep look. He gazed at the Lord Jesus. He fixed this eyes on the Lord Jesus. He concentrated his look on Him. He was thrilled, pre-occupied, possessed and totally taken up with the Lord Jesus. Everyone who will lead people to the Christ must concentrate on Him. John also knew whom Jesus was. Everyone who will lead people to the Lord Jesus must not only have an experience with the Lord Jesus, but must know the Jesus he has experienced. John knew that the Lord Jesus is the Lamb of God.

      John spoke out what he knew. He spoke what he knew about the Lord Jesus to people who did not know who He (Jesus) was. If you are going to be part of the Jesus Revolution, then you must do what John did. You must seek and find someone who does not know the Lord Jesus, and you must speak out clearly to the person about the Lord Jesus. Witnessing is presenting who Jesus is to a person who does not know Him. This presentation must be by life and by word. That is, the person who is presenting Jesus must show by the way he lives that he knows the Lord Jesus and he must then speak out to the other person about who Jesus is.

      John was not discussing a theory. He was talking about someone who was there and then. The one who wants to witness will tell people not only about the Jesus he received ten years ago, but also about the Jesus he met this morning and the Jesus he is in fresh contact with. The gospel witness must possess a freshness of relationship with the Lord Jesus. This freshness will help him to communicate to the other person, not just about the Jesus of history, but also about the Jesus of today; the Jesus of the here and the now!

      This means that, although a person may witness partly out of duty, the successful witness will witness out of overflow. He will witness because he met and he is in union with the Lord Jesus. He will witness because he met Jesus who did a great thing for him and he has continued to meet this Jesus who has continued to do great things for him. The witness is thrilled. He is excited. He is caught up with the wonders of Jesus. He cannot be silent. He will not be silent. You cannot silence him.

      He is filled with the Lord Jesus.

      He is overflowing with Jesus.

      He cannot be silent.

      He cannot forget.

      He must speak out.

      He is on fire with Jesus.

      He cannot but ignite others for Him.

      He cannot but ignite others with Him.

      John the Baptist was like that !

      You, too, can be like that.

      You, too, must be like that.

      That is what the Lord wanted you to be.

      That is what He wants you to be.

      That is what you should be.

      THE IMPACT OF THE PROCLAMATION

      The two disciples who heard John’s proclamation followed Jesus! John had succeeded. Before, those two followed him. Then he caused them to put him aside and follow the Lord Jesus.

      When a man causes someone who is following him to turn, leave him aside and follow the Lord Jesus, he has succeeded in soul-winning. Leading someone to Christ is the art of turning someone who is following

      
        	himself,

        	his moods,

        	his interests,

        	his wife,

        	his children,

        	his career,

        	his finances,

        	his friend,

        	his friends,

        	his dreams,

        	his prestige,

        	his popularity,

        	his family,

        	his city,

        	his nation,

        	his continent,

        	his philosophy,

      

      into someone who, instead of any of these, or instead of all of these, follows the Lord Jesus.

      This requires that the witness himself has turned away completely from following

      
        	himself,

        	his moods,

        	his interests,

        	his wife,

        	his children,

        	his career,

        	his finances,

        	his friend,

        	his friends,

        	his dreams,

        	his prestige,

        	his popularity,

        	his family,

        	his city,

        	his nation,

        	his continent,

        	his philosophy,

      

      and has turned to Christ.

      This means that for the witness, all these have become persons or people of secondary importance, and things or issues of secondary importance. The Lord Jesus has become the one Person of supreme importance—central, directing and controlling all of life.

      It means that if there is the slightest conflict between what Jesus demands and what “self,” wife, friend, career or nation demands, the demands of Jesus will be met without further thought!

      This is revolutionary and you are called into this revolution. Let it begin in you and flow through you to the person you want to lead to the Lord.

      Praise the Lord!
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            REVOLUTION NOW!—2

          

          The Captivating Power of Jesus Christ

        

      

    

    
      A mighty revolution took place in those two! They were transferred from following John to following Jesus. The authority of John in their lives ended and the authority of Jesus began. Before, they turned to John to find answers to their questions. Now, they must turn to the Lord Jesus.

      They began to follow Jesus !

      If Jesus turned left, they too turned left.

      If Jesus turned right, they too turned right.

      If He stood, they too stood.

      They followed Him.

      Their lives were henceforth not guided or determined by what they thought or felt; they were not guided by what was safe or convenient; they were not led by what others thought about them or said about them or did to them. Everything was determined by what the Lord Jesus did and said.

      They followed Him!

      THE DWELLING PLACE OF JESUS!

      The two who had been led by John the Baptist to the Lord asked Him where He was staying. He invited them to come and see. The question is, ”What did they see?” They did not see

      
        	a mansion,

        	a big house,

        	a fitly finished house,

        	a modern car,

        	a wardrobe full of clothes and shoes,

        	a modern television set,

      

      all that constitutes the luxury in many homes, that, today, claim to be His.

      They must have seen a very simple dwelling place without glamour, luxury or ease. They must have seen something—a dwelling place that bore the message, “For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city which is to come” (Hebrews 13:14). More so, what they saw was not His. He was allowed to dwell there but He did not own it!

      The former disciples of John were not looking for ease, luxury and the like. All those who seek such things should turn away from Jesus and look elsewhere! He promises no one any such thing. He gives no one any such thing. John had discipled these people well. He himself was an example: simple clothing and simple diet! The Bible says, “Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair, and a leather girdle around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey” (Matthew 3:4). Yes, these disciples of John were not looking for things. They were not seeking for the perishable. They were seeking for God. Those who seek things cannot find them in Jesus!!! Those who seek earthly honour and glory cannot find them in Him either. Those who seek Jesus and things have missed the way. So are those who seek Jesus and earthly honour and glory. However, those who seek Him and Him alone can find Him, and when they find Him, they will be fully satisfied.

      The Lord Jesus did not offer anything that would attract and enthral materially or carnally. Yet He captivated the two. The Bible says, “They came and saw where he was staying; and they stayed with him that day.”

      
        	They followed!

        	They came!

        	They saw!

        	They stayed!

      

      The purpose of witnessing is to produce people who stay with Jesus. It is not to produce people who are in a passing touch with the Lord but, rather, people who have one deep encounter with Him. It is to produce people who come to Him and abide with Him and in Him for ever. The aim is to bring people into an eternal touch with Jesus! It is to bring people to be united to Him for all time and for ever! There are many who touched Jesus once and went away! There are others who spent a holiday of

      
        	one hour,

        	one day,

        	one week,

        	one month,

        	one year,

        	ten years

      

      with the Lord Jesus and then went away. They spent that hour, day, week, month, year or years waiting for Him to satisfy some temporary need. When He did it or refused to do it, they went away!

      WHAT KEPT THOSE TWO WITH HIM?

      Those two disciples of John stayed with the Lord Jesus. They were not caught up with material things; for that is not what He offered. They were caught up, first of all, with the Person. They found Him wonderful. They found Him as the fulness of the Godhead in flesh. He was entirely satisfying and entirely fulfilling. He was all that they needed. In addition, they found that what He offered was deeply satisfying. What did He offer that satisfied them so completely? He offered

      
        	forgiveness from sin,

        	freedom from the power of sin,

        	peace with God,

        	union with the Father,

        	a cross to carry and, if need be, die for Him,

        	a message to carry to the whole world,

        	a place in His kingdom and on His throne at His second coming.

      

      Yes, that is what He offered to them. That is what He offers today. Those who want what He offers can go to Him. They will have what He offers in full measure!

      Because of whom the Lord Jesus was and because of what He offered, these disciples who were not seeking the transient but the permanent, who were not seeking the earthly but the heavenly, who were not only concerned with time but were seeking the Kingdom to come, found all that they needed in Him. They were fully satisfied in Him and, because they were fully satisfied in Him, they stayed with Him then, and stayed with Him for ever!

      HOW DO WE KNOW THAT THEY WERE FULFILLED?

      When a person comes into contact with someone or something that is fully satisfying, he brings all those he loves to that person or thing. The Bible says,

      
        
        “One of the two who heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon, and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him, and said, ‘So you are Simon the son of John? You shall be called Cephas’ (which means Peter)” (John 1:40-42).

      

      

      Had Andrew been dissatisfied with his encounter and stay with the Lord Jesus, he would have gone away and perhaps told Simon about the frustrating experience, and they would have decided that they would keep clear of Jesus and warned all their friends and relatives to keep clear of Him. However, Andrew did the very opposite of this. What did he do?

      
        	He sought his brother first. His brother was the closest person to him.

        	He witnessed to him, “We have found the Messiah.”

        	He brought Simon to Jesus.

      

      Being a christian is being

      
        	introduced to Jesus,

        	believing in Him,

        	following Him,

        	seeing Him,

        	staying with Him.

      

      Soul-winning is the

      
        	finding of someone,

        	telling him about Jesus,

        	bringing him to Jesus,

      

      so that he may stay with Jesus.

      
        	Andrew was a soul-winner! Andrew won a soul. Andrew did not only stay with Jesus. That would have made him a christian.

        	Andrew did not only find someone. That would have made him into a good social person.

        	Andrew did not only tell Simon about the Lord. That would have made him into a good distributor of information about Jesus.

        	Andrew brought Simon to Jesus! He was a soul-winner.

      

      A soul-winner is a person who brings the Lord Jesus and the sinner into vital union. It is as if he took the hand of the sinner and placed it into the hand of Jesus! When a sinner and the Saviour are brought together in a life-union, a soul has been won!

      JESUS CAN HANDLE ALL WHO ARE BROUGHT TO HIM

      There are many things that a soul-winner cannot do. For example, he cannot change the person he brings to Jesus. He cannot give him a new personality and a new perspective. He can only bring the person to the Lord Jesus, and then pray and believe that the Lord Jesus will do that which he must do.

      When Simon was brought to the Lord, He (the Lord Jesus) did the following things:

      
        	He looked at him!

        	He recognized whom he was!

        	He changed his name!

      

      Andrew did what he could do and handed Simon to the Lord. The Lord then did to Simon what only He could do.

      There are many things that the soul-winner cannot do to the person he has brought to the Lord. He must, however, believe the Lord. Simon was not an easy person, but the Lord Jesus was equal to the task. He looked at Simon and saw all that was negative and all that was positive. He saw positive and negative traits. He knew that his character was as his name (Simon means sand), and He knew that He could not build on sand. He, therefore, changed his name to rock! (Cephas or Peter means rock).

      The Lord Jesus can change sand into a rock! The soul-winner does not need to bother about the type of person he is bringing to the Lord. He need not bother about his character, his negative traits, his character deformations, his tragic activities of the past, his failures and inabilities of the past. These will be present in everyone who is brought to Jesus. Because Jesus is able to transform every type of sand into the rock He wants, all types of people should be brought to Him. Do not say that this one is too

      
        	hard,

        	impossible,

        	difficult,

        	dishonest,

        	immoral,

        	worldly,

        	unbelieving,

        	lazy,

        	superficial,

        	wicked,

        	intellectual,

        	foolish, or

        	any other thing that can be said.

      

      Bring that most dishonest and that most unbelieving person, as well as that most superficial and that most foolish person, to the Lord. Bring him as he is. Bring him to the Lord Jesus. Put him in touch with the Lord Jesus. Put his hand into the hand of Jesus, and the Lord Jesus will change the person. He will take away the stony heart that produces all those undesirable traits and replace it with a new heart that will produce the desirable traits, so that the person will become what the Lord Jesus wants him to be.

      Do you understand what we are saying? We are saying that soul-winning is bringing the

      
        	hard,

        	cruel,

        	lazy,

        	proud,

        	disobedient,

        	thieves,

        	liars,

        	murderers,

        	immoral,

        	unbelieving,

        	wicked,

        	dishonest,

        	selfish,

        	quick-tempered,

        	homosexuals,

        	drunkards,

        	abortionists,

        	traitors,

        	covetous,

        	unstable,

        	purposeless,

        	greedy

      

      and all the others to the Lord Jesus; for He is not only able to handle them, but He will handle them and transform them into what they should be.

      Soul-winning is also bringing the

      
        	humble,

        	kind,

        	gentle,

        	honest,

        	generous,

        	faithful,

        	obedient,

        	purposeful,

        	disciplined,

        	joyful,

        	merciful,

        	unselfish,

        	religious,

      

      and all who are good by natural disposition to Jesus; for natural goodness cannot make them into the people God wants them to be! They must come to Christ and replace their natural goodness with Christ-imparted goodness. They must come to Christ and be changed from being naturally good to being Christ-impartedly good.

      The soul-winner is to bring everyone to Christ, regardless of what the person may be and regardless of what he did, he is doing and he plans to do.

      Jesus is the Saviour of all men—the good and the bad.
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          The Indispensable Encounter and Union With the Lord Jesus

        

      

    

    
      There is a revolution in progress. When people meet the Lord Jesus, He revolutionizes their lives. They are so changed that they cannot keep quiet. Consequently, they go and tell others about their Lord and bring them to Him.

      Let us look at another revolution as it took place in the lives of some others. The Bible says,

      
        
        “The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. And he found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael, and said to him, ‘We have found him of whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and said of him, ‘Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!’ Nathanael said to him, ‘How do you know me?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.’ Nathanael answered him, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ Jesus answered him, ‘Because I said to you, I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You shall see greater things than these.’ And he said to him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the son of man’” (John 1:43-51).

      

      

      JESUS THE MASTER SOUL-WINNER

      Jesus is the Master soul-Winner. He decided to go to Galilee. As He went, He was looking for possible souls to win. He was searching for someone to win. Then He found Philip and cast out the net, saying to him, ‘Follow me.’ Philip met Him, heard Him, believed Him and followed Him !

      PHILIP A SOUL-WINNER

      Philip had been won to the Lord Jesus. His joy in the Lord Jesus was abundant. He was filled with Jesus. He thought about Jesus. He dreamed about Jesus and he lived for the Lord Jesus. Jesus was everything for him. He was fully satisfied and was flowing with Jesus.

      Philip was yearning to bring another person into the joy that he had experienced. He found Nathanael and he witnessed to him, saying, “We have found him of whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

      Nathanael was some kind of Theologian. He asked a theological question, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Others were to ask the same type of question. For example, the Bible says,

      
        
        “When they heard these words, some of the people said, ‘This is really the prophet.’ Others said, ‘This is the Christ.’ But some said, ‘Is the Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the scripture said that the Christ is descended from David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?’” (John 7:40-42).

      

      

      The Nathanael-type people are here with us today. They ask every type of question. They are filled with every type of doubt. Is there any hope for such people? Can they be won for the Lord Jesus? Can they be saved?

      The answer is that every type of person can be saved. Every type of person can become a child of God. No one has the faith that leads to eternal life as a natural possession. It has to be received supernaturally. It has to be imparted from above. Because it must be imparted from above, all who come to the Lord Jesus start at the same position. They come without faith. They receive faith from Him and thus abide with Him and in Him.

      Nathanael asked a theoretical question. He asked a theological question. Philip could have dived into explaining why Jesus should be considered, even though He came from Nazareth. He could also have explained how Jesus, even though He was the Messiah, was associated with Nazareth. Maybe he was in a position to explain things to him correctly. Or, maybe he was not fully conversant with the facts and, therefore, could not explain the theological facts. However, he was able to do one thing. He could bring him to the Lord Jesus, and the Lord Jesus would handle the issues better.

      So, in answer to Nathanael’s question as to whether anything good could come out of Nazareth, Philip invited Nathanael, not to a theological discussion or to an intellectual debate. He invited him to meet the Person of the Lord Jesus. He said to Nathanael, “Come and see!” Nathanael had asked if anything good could come from Nazareth. Philip did not seek to prove that anything good could come out of Nazareth. Philip decided that Nathanael should meet the “Nazarene” and, then, decide for himself!

      BELIEVING A DOCTRINE OR BELIEVING THE LORD

      There is a real problem in our day. The problem is that most people believe in the doctrine of the Lord Jesus but they do not believe in Him. Many people believe what He did, but they do not believe in Him. Many people have been introduced to the items on a creed, but have not been introduced to the Lord from heaven! Often, people are told to believe that Jesus did some things and after they admit that they believe that He did those things, then they are told that they have become His and should live His life. Of course, this is not true. Believing that Jesus did some things and believing in the Lord Jesus are two different things.

      Because believing in the teaching of Jesus does not impart life, the soul-winner’s pre-occupation must not be to get someone to accept a set of doctrines, but to get him to “meet” the Lord personally and to relate with Him.

      To many people, being saved is believing some things. This is not what the Bible says. Let us look at some scriptures.

      
        
        “He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world knew him not. He came to his own home, and his own people received him not. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God” (John 1:10-12).

      

      

      They received a person—Him. They believed in His name! They did not become God’s children by believing in His teaching. They became God’s children by believing in His name; by receiving Him and, later on, they believed in His teaching. A person should be led to the Lord Jesus. He should be led to receive Him. After he has received Him, it will be easier for him to believe what He taught and what He teaches!

      
        
        “And this is eternal life, that they know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent” (John 17:3).

      

      

      Again we see clearly that eternal life is not believing some creed, but knowing a Person. Those who are brought to believe a doctrine do not have eternal life. However, those who are brought to know the Lord Jesus have eternal life! We insist that soul- winning is bringing people to the Person of Jesus Christ. When they are united to Him, they are saved. If they are not united to Him, they are not saved. If they are introduced to His works, they remain unsaved until they are introduced to Him!

      
        
        “And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who has not the Son of God has not life” (1 John 5:11-12).

      

      

      Do you see that those who have Christ have eternal life? Do you also see that those who do not have Christ do not have eternal life, regardless of what doctrine they may believe and how firmly they may believe it? Eternal life is having Christ. Eternal death is not having Christ!

      Nathanael was brought to the Lord Jesus. He was told, “Come and see!” He was to come to the Person of the Lord Jesus and in Him see if anything good could come out of Nazareth. Philip was saying, “Jesus of Nazareth is here. Come and meet Him and then decide if He is something good or not.”

      NATHANAEL CAME TO CHRIST

      Nathanael came to Christ! Jesus saw him come and Jesus spoke to him. The questions of Nathanael were answered and everything was settled in the presence of Jesus. It was not long before Nathanael was confessing the confession of a worshipper, “You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”

      Nathanael could not have worshipped the Lord in that way from a distance. He could not have worshipped a doctrine or a creed. He met the Lord and, in the Lord’s presence, all doubts disappeared!

      In the Lord’s presence, faith was born! It was no ordinary faith! It was the faith of a worshipper. So, the Lord Jesus converted Nathanael from a doubter into a worshipper! Great things happen in the presence of Jesus. Questions disappear in His presence and the total person is drawn irresistibly to Him.

      Another doubter, Thomas, said,

      
        
        “Unless I see in his hands the print of the nails, and place my finger in the mark of the nails, and place my hand in his side, I will not believe” (John 20:25).

      

      

      Eight days afterwards, the Lord Himself was present. It was no longer a story or a testimony. He was there and He said to Thomas,

      
        
        “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side; do not be faithless, but believing” (John 20:27).

      

      

      Thomas was now confronted with the reality of the Person of the Lord. He was there in front of him. Yes, the Lord Jesus was there! He saw Him. He was in His presence. The nail prints were there! The wounded side was there! The invitation to put the finger and the hand was given, but Thomas did not need that any more. He had met the Lord and no further evidence was necessary! Everything was settled and in one go the doubter was transformed into the believer. And, it was no ordinary believer. The doubter was transformed into a worshipper who cried, “My Lord and my God!”

      If the soul-winner would bring people to the Lord Jesus, He will surely transform even the most unbelieving into worshippers, and how glorious this would be!

      It is to this task of bringing sinners to the Saviour, who alone can transform them into saints and worshippers, that all who know and love the Lord Jesus must give themselves.

      IT DOES NOT TAKE LONG

      When people are brought to the Lord Jesus and left with Him, He does so much in a short time. He reveals Himself to the person and, with that revelation, everything is changed fundamentally. How long does it take for the Lord Jesus to reveal Himself to someone? It takes almost no time. Immediately the person touches Him, all is changed. That is why we say that you can lead someone to the Lord Jesus today. We could even say, “You can lead someone to the Lord Jesus now!” If there is a sinner within reach, now that you are reading this message, you can bring him to the Lord Jesus now and he will be saved. The thief on the Cross met Jesus on the Cross, and was saved on the Cross. The Lord Jesus is ready. He can do it now if you will put a sinner in touch with Him.

      IT HAPPENED TO ME

      
        
        
        “I was born into a christian home and taught the Word of God. I believed all that the Bible taught about the Lord Jesus. I believed that He was the Saviour of the world. His death on the Cross purchased pardon for all men, me included. I believed that He would come again to take His own home and I very much hoped that I would be privileged to belong to that blessed company. I believed all these things and I believed everything that was written in the Bible. I prayed! I fasted! I kept away from sin as much as I could. Most people thought I was a marvellous christian. One of my teachers asked me to write my testimony so that it would be published in a christian magazine. I was all this, but I was lost. I loved Jesus in a general kind of way and I served Him and sacrificed for Him to the best of my ability. In this condition, I was planning to liberate Africa from western imperialism by political effort. Then I left home and went to the University. During my first week at the University, I was alone in my room one evening when the Lord opened my eyes and enabled me to place my life, my goals and my motives side by side with those of the Lord Jesus. His inner holiness condemned my inward sinfulness (sinfulness in thought) that was not known to people. His selfless life condemned my selfish life, which was being devoted to the pursuit of self-glory. His humility condemned the pride of my heart. As I saw my true condition, I was so overwhelmed that I left my bed, sat on the floor of my room and wept. I then cried out to the Lord Jesus to forgive me and save me. The miracle of it is that He heard me, forgave me and saved me, and I stood up from the floor of that room a totally different man. My heart was changed. My motives were changed and my goal in life was changed. I now saw the main problem of Africa to be the imperialism of Satan and sin, and I have since then laboured to bring God’s answer—the Lord Jesus—to the African.”

      

      

      

      So, you can see that I was changed when Jesus came into my room! He came into my room and into my heart and life, and I have never been the same again. It is now twenty-five years since that initial encounter with Him took place. However, it was a beginning encounter that opened the way to an unceasing relationship with Him.

      Have you also met Him or have you only believed some doctrine about Him? Do you know Him? Is He yours? Are you His?
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          Matthew the Tax Officer Meets Jesus the Revolutionist

        

      

    

    
      Jesus Christ is the greatest positive revolutionist of all time. His power is limitless. No one can meet Him and be the same. The Bible tells us of the following revolutionary encounter and the following revolution.

      
        
        “He went out again beside the sea; and all the crowd gathered about him, and he taught them. And as he passed on, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax office, and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he rose and followed him. And as he sat at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were sitting with Jesus and his disciples; for there were many who followed him. And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, ‘Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?’ And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I came not to call the righteous, but sinners’” (Mark 2:13-17).

      

      

      Matthew was sitting at the tax office. He possibly had training in taxation and was duly appointed to the post he held. He was busy. He earned a regular salary from his job at the tax office. He possibly looked forward to promotions and eventual retirement. His life was probably smooth. There were no incidents. He did not know God and, perhaps, he felt that he could not find Him.

      Then Jesus the Revolutionist came along! He did not present His credentials. He did not talk of who He was. He did not talk of what He had done. He simply looked at Matthew and then gave a command, “Follow me.” Matthew heard the command and he rose and followed Him!

      
        	Matthew was not guaranteed a job!

        	He was not guaranteed a career!

        	He was not guaranteed a salary!

        	He was not guaranteed safety!

        	He was not guaranteed fame!

        	He was not guaranteed food!

        	He was not guaranteed anything!

        	He was guaranteed Jesus!

        	He was guaranteed all that Jesus had!

        	He was changed from the tax collector into a lover of the Lord Jesus. He was called from the routine of tax collection into the exciting life of following the Lord Jesus!

      

      The Lord Jesus offered him nothing worldly.

      The Lord Jesus offered him everything that would be in heaven. Later on the Lord Jesus told the twelve,

      
        
        “You are those who have continued with me in my trials; and I assign to you, as my Father assigned to me, a kingdom, that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel” (Luke 22:28-30).

      

      

      Matthew came into life-union with the Lord Jesus. He did not encounter a doctrine, a philosophy, or a way of life. He encountered an Individual. He saw this Man come to him. He heard this Man say to him, “Follow me.” He knew who had spoken to him. He rose and followed that Person.

      Philosophies can reform people! Doctrines can give people some mode of conduct! Ambitions can cause men to abandon one thing for another, one cause for another. However, only the Lord Jesus can change life in three perspectives: First of all, to cancel the power of past, present and future sin. Secondly, to unite an individual to the living God here and now and, thirdly, to guarantee a safe and secure place with God the Father in heaven. Yes, Jesus alone can do that. Yes, Jesus alone does that. He did it to Matthew. He did it to me. He has done that for many others.

      Jesus Himself said,

      
        
        “I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

      

      

      In other words, the Lord Jesus was saying,

      
        
        “I came not to call some but to call all, for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”

      

      

      What happened to Matthew can happen to every member of the human race today. The Lord Jesus is willing and the Lord Jesus is waiting. All that is necessary is for someone to introduce a sinner to Him. He will say to that sinner, “Follow me.” The sinner will follow Him and never be the same again.

      This is revolution!

      This is revolutionary!!

      This is life-transforming!!!

      This is for you!!!!

      This is for every human being!!!!
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          From Utter Despair to Glorious Hope and Liberty!

        

      

    

    
      When people come into union with the Lord Jesus Christ, they are changed. They are transformed. They cannot be the same again. This is clearly demonstrated in the encounter between the woman of Samaria and the Lord Jesus. The Bible says :

      
        
        “He had to pass through Samaria. So he came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and so Jesus, wearied as he was with his journey, sat down beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink.’ For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep; where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, and his sons, and his cattle?’ Jesus said to her, ‘Every one who drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst; the water that I shall give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.’Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come here.’ The woman answered him, ‘I have no husband.’ Jesus said to her, ‘You are right in saying, “I have no husband”; for you have had five husbands, and he whom you now have is not your husband; this you said truly.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshipped on this mountain; and you say that in Jerusalem is the place were men ought to worship.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.’ The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ); when he comes, he will show us all things.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I who speak to you am he.’ Just then his disciples came. They marvelled that he was talking with a woman, but none said, ‘What do you wish?’ or, ‘Why are you talking with her?’ So the woman left her water jar, and went away into the city, and said to people, ‘Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?’ They went out of the city and were coming to him” (John 4:4-30).

      

      

      
        
        “Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, ‘He told me all that I ever did.’ So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his word. They said to the woman, ‘It is no longer because of your words that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Saviour of the world’” (John 4:39-42).

      

      

      This woman had been frustrated and broken. She had had

      
        	one,

        	two,

        	three,

        	four,

        	five

      

      men in marriage, but all had failed her so much so that she was living with the sixth man without any marriage contract. She was broken and lonely. Men had treated her as if she were a thing. They had each used her and rejected her.

      When this woman met the Lord Jesus, she thought He was just another man like the rest and built a wall of resistance against Him. She, in resistance, asked, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me a woman of Samaria?” When the Lord Jesus surmounted that barrier, she raised the next, “Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep; where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, and his sons and his cattle?” The Lord also overcame this obstacle, and so it went on.

      Finally, the Lord presented Himself to her as the Messiah! He said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” It was the revelation of Himself. From that moment the woman ceased to deal with a good man or a religious man, or a man who saw deep into people. She entered into a new experience. She encountered the Lord Jesus! She encountered the Saviour of the world. The sinful woman and the Saviour met and everything changed. She suddenly knew Him for who He was. She was instantly changed. She was instantly liberated. Her all was transformed. Her past was forgiven and forgotten. The new life that Jesus brings and imparts became a spring of water welling up to eternal life in her!

      She could not be the same again! The water jar, which symbolized her old life with all the sin and frustration, was abandoned at the well; abandoned at the presence of the Lord Jesus, and she ran into the city to testify!

      In the city she did not say, “Here is a new formula I have learnt,” or, “Here is a new doctrine that someone has shared with me.” She testified, “Come, see a man...” She had encountered a Man and not just a doctrine. She had encountered a Man and not just a new set of values. She had encountered the Lord! She had encountered the Saviour of the world!! She had been set free!!!! She was!!!!

      She ran to tell others! She was so changed and so transformed that it was of utmost importance to her that others hear of her discovery and come to the same Saviour. She could not wait. It was most urgent.

      She went back to her people. She went back to the city and she told the people. She bore the radiance of the One she was talking about. They saw the evidence of His presence in her. They saw something in her that was not there when she first left the city to go and fetch water from the well. What they saw in her and what they heard from her lips were coherent. They held together.

      Her testimony bore fruit. People began to go out of the city to Jesus. Yes, they believed what she said, but they went to the Person who changed her life. They were not content to hear about the One who had changed her life. They saw her changed life and they believed that the One of whom she spoke had done it and could do it to others. Yes, they believed in Him because of her testimony.

      However, they were not satisfied to have believed in the Jesus whom the woman spoke about. They were not content to believe in the Jesus who changed the woman. They wanted their own encounter with Him. She had met Him and a revolution had taken place in her. They saw the evidence and heard the testimony and believed in Jesus as the One who changed the woman, and as the One who can change lives. Had it ended there, there would have been a revolution in her life and they would have been people who believed in the Lord Jesus who changed her, but they would have themselves been unchanged! They would have been in a position to tell her story and point to the fact that it was true, but they would never ever have become witnesses of the Lord Jesus.

      Many people have heard what Jesus did in the lives of others. They saw the marks of the changed lives. They believed that Jesus did it. They believed that Jesus could do it. They told others about the Jesus who did it, but they were themselves not transformed because they knew about Jesus but they did not know Him.

      The Samaritans came to the Lord Jesus ! The Bible says,

      
        
        “So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his word. They said to the woman, ‘It is no longer because of your words that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Saviour of the world’” (John 4:40-42).

      

      

      We can illustrate what happened as follows:

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      This woman had won these souls for Jesus. She had come into life-union with the Lord Jesus and had gone away to them and brought them into life-union with Him. If she had just testified so that the people believed what she was saying but did not personally come to Jesus, she would have been a witness. However, she was not only a witness. She was a soul-winner. She had actually brought others into the same transforming experience with Jesus that had happened to her.

      HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE?

      How long did it take the Samaritan woman to become a witness? It took just the time that was invested by the Lord Jesus into bringing her to Himself, plus the time that she took to run to the city, testify and have the people of the city come and meet Jesus and be changed by Him. It took one day to transform a sinful woman into a child of God and for this new child of God to bring others to the Lord! It can be done in one day! It can be done in a few hours!! It can be done in one hour!!! It can be done in less than one hour. It can be done today! God can use you to do it today. Let Him have His way for it to be done today.

      It does not take long to change a life, provided the power at work is from above!
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          Mid-Air Collision With Glorious Consequences

        

      

    

    
      It is impossible to meet the Lord Jesus and ever be the same. His touch leaves transforming marks. His touch is permanent. It cannot be wiped off. This is clearly illustrated in the life of Saul of Tarsus. The Bible says,

      
        
        “But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he journeyed he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed about him. And he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ And he said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And he said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting; but rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.’ The men who were travelling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. Saul arose from the ground; and when his eyes were opened, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, ‘Ananias.’ And he said, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ And the Lord said to him, ‘Rise and go to the street called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for a man of Tarsus named Saul; for behold, he is praying, and he has seen a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.’ But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to thy saints at Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call upon thy name.’ But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.’ So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came, has sent me that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized, and took food and was strengthened.For several days he was with the disciples at Damascus. And in the synagogues immediately he proclaimed Jesus, saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’ And all who heard him were amazed, and said, ‘Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called on this name? And he has come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests.’ But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, but their plot became known to Saul. They were watching the gates day and night, to kill him; but his disciples took him by night and let him down over the wall, lowering him in a basket” (Acts 9:1-25).

      

      

      Saul of Tarsus was an enemy of the Lord Jesus. He himself said,

      
        
        “I myself was convinced that I ought to do many things in opposing the name of Jesus of Nazareth. And I did so in Jerusalem; I not only shut up many of the saints in prison, by authority from the chief priests, but when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them. And I punished them often in all the synagogues and tried to make them blaspheme, and in raging fury against them, I persecuted them even to foreign cities” (Acts 26:9-11).

      

      

      He again said,

      
        
        “I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering to prison both men and women” (Acts 22:4).

      

      

      Saul did the following against the believers and against their Lord Jesus Christ.

      
        	He opposed the name of Jesus of Nazareth.

        	He opposed the name of the Lord Jesus in Jerusalem.

        	He shut up many of the saints in Jerusalem in prison.

        	He cast his vote in favour of their being put to death.

        	He punished them often in all the synagogues.

        	He tried to make them blaspheme.

        	He raged with fury against them.

        	He persecuted them to death.

        	He persecuted them unto foreign cities.

      

      Then Saul of Tarsus met the Lord Jesus of Nazareth in a dazzling encounter on the road to Damascus. Saul was riding fast towards Damascus and the Lord Jesus was descending at top speed towards Saul. They met. It was a great collision. Saul fell off his horse. Jesus spoke to him. He answered back, “Who are you, Lord?” Jesus answered, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.”

      Those words, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” revealed the Lord Jesus. In the twinkling of an eye all changed. Jesus revealed Himself! He had knocked down Saul and while he was on the ground, Jesus revealed Himself to him. The Saviour and the sinner met. The persecutor and the Persecuted met and the persecutor surrendered. He beheld the dazzling light that shone up from the persecuted Lord and his sight could not stand the brightness! He became blind.

      The Lord Jesus had met him and what an encounter it was! He came into life-union with the Lord Jesus. He was changed from the very core of his being in one go!

      
        	His relationship to Jesus changed.

        	His knowledge of Jesus changed.

        	His attitude to Jesus changed.

        	His reason for living changed.

        	His attitude to the praises of men changed.

        	His attitude to believers changed.

        	His everything changed.

        	He became another man!

        	He had met the Lord Jesus.

      

      No philosophy could have done this! No conditioning could have done this. Jesus did it in one encounter! He is the Revolutionist. He carries out revolutions and He carries them out in mighty sweeps. He does so much in a short time.

      THE TRANSFORMATION WAS DEEP, IMMEDIATE AND PERMANENT

      The union of Saul of Tarsus and Jesus Christ was deep, immediate and permanent. After three days, the following had happened to Saul of Tarsus as a result of the transforming touch of the Lord Jesus:

      
        	He became blind for three days.

        	He fasted for three days, eating neither food nor drinking anything.

        	He prayed.

        	He saw a vision.

        	He received the call of God on his life.

        	He was healed miraculously.

        	He was baptized.

        	He was filled with the Holy Spirit.

        	He became a functional part of the local church.

      

      In another few days, he became a witness to Jesus, proclaiming Him and confounding the enemies of the Lord Jesus! He also became an enemy of the Jews, so much so that they did to him what he had hitherto done to the saints—they plotted to kill him!

      The encounter led to an ever increasing grip of Jesus on his life. This grip led to much suffering for the Lord Jesus! He testified:

      
        	Five times I have received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one.

        	Three times I have been beaten with rods.

        	Once I was stoned.

        	Three times I have been shipwrecked.

        	A night and a day I have been adrift at sea.

        	On frequent journeys.

        	In danger from rivers.

        	In danger from robbers.

        	In danger from my own people.

        	In danger from Gentiles.

        	In danger in the city.

        	In danger in the wilderness.

        	In danger at sea.

        	In danger from false brethren.

        	In toil.

        	In hardship.

        	Through many a sleepless night.

        	In hunger and thirst.

        	Often without food.

        	In cold and exposure (2 Corinthians 11:24-27).

      

      That encounter and subsequent encounters led to an ever-increasing desire to know Christ. He testified:

      
        
        “But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as refuse in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own, based on law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith; that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that if possible, I may attain the resurrection from the dead” (Philippians 3:7-11).

      

      

      None of this would have happened but for the fact that he met the Lord Jesus. He himself emphasized his revolutionary encounter with the Lord Jesus, that resulted in his salvation. There were other encounters, but this first one was decisive; for without it the other ones would never have taken place.

      When a sinner encounters the Saviour a revolution takes place and continues in ever-increasing measure. It happened to Saul; it has happened to many others. It will happen to each one whom you bring to the Lord Jesus.

      Praise the Lord!
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          The Search, The Encounter, and The Overflow

        

      

    

    
      
        
        “He entered Jericho and was passing through. And there was a man named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector, and rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not, on account of the crowd, because he was small of stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, make haste and come down; for I must stay at your house today.’ So he made haste and came down, and received him joyfully. And when they saw it they all murmured, ‘He has gone to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.’ And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, ‘Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded any one of anything I restore it fourfold.’ And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man came to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:1-10).

      

      

      Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector. He was rich, but he was not satisfied. He knew that money could not satisfy the deep longing of his heart. He had heard about the Lord Jesus, but considered himself too sinful to have a personal relationship with the Lord. So he decided that he would at least try and have a look at Jesus, even from a distance. Even that desire could not be fulfilled because of the crowd and because of his small stature.

      Zacchaeus had obstacles to his desire to see Jesus. He, however, decided not to give up the desire, but rather to try and overcome the difficulty. He decided to overcome this by increasing his height! He investigated and found out where Jesus was to pass. Having found out about the road He would take, he went ahead of time and climbed on a tree that was by the side of the road. He then stood there and perhaps said unto himself, “At long last, I will see Him today.”

      Then the hour came and the Lord Jesus began to come along. Zacchaeus saw the crowd coming and Jesus was in the centre of the crowd. Then they came nearer and nearer until they were right under the sycamore tree on which he had climbed. He could see Jesus below! Perhaps his heart ached with desire for Him. Perhaps it ached with desire to have a liberating word from Him. Perhaps it ached with the desire to be separated from Him no longer! Yes, there might have been deep longing and earnest desires, but what hope was there for him?

      Then all of a sudden, the unexpected happened. The Lord Jesus stopped abruptly and then looked up and said to Zacchaeus,

      
        
        “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down; for I must stay at your house today.”

      

      

      Can you imagine the joy of Zacchaeus? It must have been immense. It must have been stupefying. The Lord Jesus had singled him out for unusual attention. The Lord Jesus had determined to stay at his house that day! Yes, Jesus had decided, “Today I must stay at Zacchaeus’ house!” Having decided that Himself, who could annul it? Zacchaeus was not only told to come down. He was told to make haste and come down. There was no time to waste. That day was not just the day of salvation. That hour was the hour of salvation and there was no time to waste. The Lord Jesus had made up His mind to save Zacchaeus. He had also made up His mind to save him as soon as possible. The Lord Jesus understood the crucial need of salvation. He understood the danger that lay ahead of the unsaved. He knew that every minute was dying minute and that everyone who died before he had been reconciled to Him would perish for ever. He knew that there was one thing that could not be postponed! He knew that there was one thing that could not wait!! He insisted that it should be done as soon as possible!

      Jesus said to Zacchaeus, “I must stay at your house today!” He was also saying, “I must forgive your sins today. I must give Myself to you today. You must enter My Kingdom today. I must revolutionize your life today.” It was compulsory for Jesus. It was compulsory for Zacchaeus too!

      Zacchaeus did come down and Zacchaeus did receive the Lord Jesus joyfully. His greatest dream—his most far-fetched mighty—wish had come true. He and the Lord Jesus had become one. His joy was full. His Joy was real. Jesus was his and Jesus was coming with him to his own house! He, Zacchaeus, the despised tax collector, was going to be the host of the Son of God!

      
        	Zacchaeus did not receive some laws.

        	Zacchaeus did not receive a new code of conduct.

        	Zacchaeus did not receive some promises.

        	Zacchaeus did not receive a time-table of activities that would henceforth characterize his life.

        	Zacchaeus did not receive a map directing him to a meeting place.

      

      Zacchaeus received the Lord Jesus Christ. Yes, he received a Person. He received the Person of the Lord Jesus! He had heard about Him. He had longed for Him and he had sought Him. That day he saw Him. He heard Him. He received an invitation from Him and, above all, He received Him. The Bible says,

      
        
        “He came to his own home, and his own people received him not. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God” (John 1:11-12).

      

      

      Zacchaeus received Him and immediately He gave Zacchaeus the power to become a child of God. Zacchaeus was saved. He was born again. He became a new creature. The old things had passed away. The new things had come. The old ways had passed away and the new ways had come. The old had passed away in one split second. The new had been imparted in one split second. The Bible says,

      
        
        “Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

      

      

      Zacchaeus, the new creation in Christ Jesus, took his Lord and Saviour to his house. He was all changed. The things that he did in the past were now seen in their ugliness. He saw the fact that he had not cared about the poor and he decided on giving one half of all that he possessed to the poor. He came to terms with the fact that he had defrauded people. Yes, before he knew that what he did was wrong, but managed to calm his conscience. His conscience was renewed with his encounter with the Lord Jesus and there was no way he could calm it any longer, except to put things right. He knew what the Old Testament said about restitution. He knew that it demanded a fourfold reimbursement. The Bible says,

      
        
        “If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and kills it or sells it, he shall pay five oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a sheep. He shall make restitution; if he has nothing, then he shall be sold for his theft” (Exodus 22:1-3).

      

      

      Zacchaeus knew what the Word of God said. In the past he had no power to obey it. Now, in Christ, he had God’s power at work in him, and he spontaneously began to do what he could not do in the past.

      When people do not know the Lord Jesus, often they find God’s law impossible to obey. However, when they meet the Lord Jesus, God’s law becomes written in their hearts and God’s power is at work in them both to will and to do His good pleasure!

      The obedience was very costly, but Zacchaeus did not count the cost. He was responding, not to an outward law, but to the inward working of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit was flowing through him and telling him what to do, and all he was doing was to follow His leading.

      When people are taught new doctrines or made to recite some formulae of commitment, they often remain unchanged and, because they are unchanged, the outworking of the new life in Christ is absent in them. They need someone to tell them to

      
        	Pray.

        	Read the Bible.

        	Stop sinning.

        	Seek the believers.

        	Fellowship with those who love the Lord.

        	Carry out restitution.

        	Etc.

      

      However, when people are brought into life-imparting union with the Lord Jesus, the Holy Spirit comes immediately into them and begins to lead them from inside, to work out the practical implications of the life in the Lord.

      If Zacchaeus had defrauded people and from that defrauding acquired ten per cent of his wealth, then it is obvious that he did not have much left after restitution. Let us calculate. If his total wealth was one hundred million francs, by the time he gave half of it to the poor he would have only fifty million francs left. If he had defrauded people an amount equivalent to ten per cent of his total wealth, then he had defrauded people the equivalent of ten million francs. By carrying out a fourfold restitution, he paid forty million francs to those He had defrauded. It would mean that on the day Zacchaeus met the Lord Jesus, his wealth reduced from one hundred million to ten million francs. The encounter with Jesus was a costly one.

      If Zacchaeus had defrauded people up to twelve and half per cent of his total wealth, it would have meant that after he gave fifty per cent to the poor and carried out a fourfold restitution on the twelve and a half per cent, he ended up restituting to people with fifty percent of his income! It would mean that on the day that Zacchaeus met the Lord Jesus and was changed by Him, he lost everything he had amassed in the world. It was costly! It was truly costly!! In one encounter with the Lord Jesus, he passed from being a rich man to being an absolutely poor man. He passed, on the other hand, from one having nothing in heaven into one who had God, the Lord Jesus and the Holy Spirit for his possessions. He, after all, did not become poor. He became immensely rich. He passed from a man who had a hundred million francs into a man who had all the treasures of heaven!

      When people meet the Revolutionist called the Lord Jesus, He sets them free from bondage to sin and bondage to things. In their place He gives them freedom in the Holy Spirit, freedom from the power of sin and freedom to have all the wealth of heaven.

      Today, people are brought to

      
        	make decisions,

        	recite formulae,

        	make commitments,

        	make confessions.

      

      There is nothing bad in any of these. The only problem is that these things are made to substitute for a revolutionary encounter with the Lord Jesus. The people are, consequently, not converted. They do not have God’s life. They remain bound by sin and bound by things. Their eyes remain closed to the needs of a perishing world. Their eyes remain closed to the needs of perishing souls, while they keep their wealth to themselves and are called rich christians. They remain bound by ill-gotten wealth. They are unable to carry out any far-reaching restitutions, be they financial or moral. Because they have not met the Lord Jesus, they have not received the treasures of heaven, which are God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Since they have not received the treasures of heaven, it is only fair that they cling to the only treasures that they know, which are:

      
        	the things of this world,

        	the positions of this world,

        	the glory of this world,

        	the treasures of this world

        	etc.

      

      For Zacchaeus, things were different. He received the Lord Jesus. He went home with Him. He was fundamentally changed, and he radically terminated with the past.

      Those who truly encounter the Revolutionary Jesus will carry out revolutionary terminations with the past, revolutionary commitments in the present and revolutionary plans for service of the Lord Jesus and man in the future.

      Glory be to God!

      Hallelujah!!
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        “And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, ‘Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ And Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do not kill, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honour your father and mother.’ And he said to him, ‘Teacher, all these I have observed from my youth.’ And Jesus looking upon him loved him, and said to him, ‘You lack one thing; go, sell what you have, and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.’ At that saying his countenance fell, and he went away sorrowful; for he had great possessions.And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it will be for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!’” (Mark 10:17-23).

      

      

      A MAN WITH A SENSE OF DIRECTION

      This young man ran to Jesus. He was not confused about his need. He knew very well that his need was eternal life. In fact, he had no other need.

      He also knew who could provide his need! He knew that Jesus could provide his need. He knew that only Jesus could provide his need. He had one problem and he had one Person who could solve his problem.

      This young man knew that the matter was urgent. He ran up to the Lord Jesus. He was not sluggish. He did not postpone things. He ran up to Jesus. He knew that he could die at any moment and that if he died as he was, he would perish. He acted. He acted at once. He was in a hurry to ensure that things were settled.

      He knelt before the Lord Jesus. He was humble. He was far from arrogant. He recognized that Jesus was the Son of the Living God. He recognized that Jesus was the One before whom all knees had to bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. Yes, he knelt before Jesus.

      So far, it was so good. It was as if the next moment this young man would lay hold of eternal life and be saved. He was very close to salvation. He was very close to the Kingdom of God. He was at the very entrance of it.

      A MORALLY BLAMELESS YOUNG MAN

      The young man had never been guilty of killing. He had never committed adultery. He had never stolen. He had never borne false witness. He had never defrauded anyone. His wealth was honestly earned or inherited. He had always honoured his father and mother. He confessed this condition of his heart to the Lord Jesus and confessed the life he had lived in moral blamelessness.

      The Lord Jesus who knows everything and who keeps all the records of human deeds and human motives, thoughts, words and actions, accepted that all that the man had confessed was true. Jesus looked at him and loved him. He was one of the people that Jesus loved in a peculiar way. Yes, Jesus loved him. The Lord looked at him and loved him.

      ONE THING WAS LACKING!

      Out of love and with love, the Lord Jesus said to the young man,

      
        
        “You lack one thing; go, sell what you have, and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”

      

      

      The Lord Jesus asked the young man to

      
        	go,

        	sell what he had,

        	give the proceeds from the sales to the poor and, thereby,

        	have treasure in heaven,

        	come,

        	follow Christ.

      

      Luke’s gospel records that Jesus said to him,

      
        
        “Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me” (Luke 18:22).

      

      

      If the Lord had said to the young man,

      
        	“Go,

        	sell a portion of what you have,

        	give the portion of what you will have from the sales to the poor,

        	you will have the portion that you give to the poor recorded in your heavenly account,

        	come,

        	follow Me,”

      

      the young man would gladly have accepted to obey the Lord Jesus. Unfortunately for him, Jesus did not allow for any half-hearted measures. As far as the Lord was concerned, it was all or nothing.

      The young man confronted the cost of eternal life. He looked at Jesus and he looked at his wealth and he made a revolutionary decision—he decided to perish! He preferred treasure on earth to treasure in heaven. He preferred to keep his money and go to hell with it, rather than let it go and go to heaven. He preferred to try to keep what he could not really keep—earthly riches—instead of keeping what he could not lose—heavenly wealth. He preferred the shadow to the substance; he preferred the passing to the permanent. He preferred things to the Lord Jesus. His decision was revolutionary—it was revolutionary folly! He came into the presence of the Lord Jesus—the Revolutionarist Jesus—and in His presence, his heart was revealed and he decided to perish.

      ETERNAL LIFE IS A PERSON

      Some people make as if eternal life were a creed. Others make as if eternal life were a position to be attained. Some make as if eternal life were a set of laws to keep. Eternal life is none of these. Eternal life is a Person to encounter. Eternal life is a Person to know. Eternal life is a Person to be related to. Eternal life is Jesus Christ.

      The Lord Jesus said,

      
        
        “And this is eternal life, that they know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent” (John 17:3).

      

      

      The Apostle John confessed,

      
        
        “And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who has not the Son of God has not life” (1 John 5:11-12).

      

      

      Because eternal life is Jesus, those who seek eternal life in one activity or another have missed it completely. They have missed it because they have missed Him. The rich young man came to Jesus and wanted eternal life apart from Jesus. He had kept the commandments and he perhaps thought that the Lord Jesus would give him another commandment to keep. Jesus gave him Himself. He was to sell all that he had and give the proceeds to the poor, and then he was to come and follow Jesus. He was to come and follow the One who is eternal life. Something stood between him and eternal life—his enormous wealth. The Lord Jesus demanded that he should take away all that stood between him the rich young ruler and Jesus the Eternal Life. The young man wanted to keep the barrier but come to Jesus, and that was not possible. He wanted to come to Jesus holding his wealth on one hand, and holding on to Jesus with the other hand. The Lord Jesus could not accept him on such terms; for only those who come on the Lord Jesus’ terms can be saved.

      JESUS’ TERMS FOR SALVATION

      All that is needed for anyone to be saved is that the person who wants eternal life should come to Jesus. The question, however, needs to be answered. It is this,

      
        
        “Are there any conditions that must be fulfilled by anyone who wants to come to the Lord Jesus?” The truth is that there are conditions to be fulfilled. The Lord Jesus taught when great multitudes accompanied Him, saying to them, “If any one comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me, cannot be my disciple. For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying, ‘This man began to build, and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and take counsel whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends an embassy and asks terms of peace. So therefore, whoever of you does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:26-33).

      

      

      The Lord Jesus said,

      
        
        “Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me, cannot be my disciple.”

      

      

      He again said,

      
        
        “So therefore, whoever of you does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.”

      

      

      The Lord Jesus said to all,

      
        
        “If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life for my sake, he will save it. For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself?” (Luke 9:23-25).

      

      

      The Lord Jesus tolerates no half measures. As far as He is concerned, a person must come to Him with all that he is and with all that he has. If he holds anything back of himself or of what he has, he cannot receive the Lord Jesus. This is where the rich young ruler missed out. He wanted to receive Jesus without bringing all that he had and, because he clung to his possessions, he missed Jesus who is Eternal Life. The Bible says,

      
        
        “As they were going along the road, a man said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man has nowhere to lay his head!’ To another he said, ‘Follow me.’ But he said, ‘Lord, let me first go and bury my father.’ But he said to him, ‘Leave the dead to bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.’ Another said, ‘I will Follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.’ Jesus said to him, ‘No one who puts his hand to the plough and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God’” (Luke 9:57-62).

      

      

      It is very clear then that no one can come to Jesus on his own terms and truly receive Him. All who would not forsake all the sin that they know is in their lives, and all who would not bring all that they are and all that they have to Him, cannot receive Him. They cannot be saved.

      If the Lord Jesus is correct, those who are half-hearted in their commitment to Him have perished. In fact, they have never been saved.

      The Bible says,

      
        
        “He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem. And someone said to him, ‘Lord, will those who are saved be few?’ And he said to them, ‘Strive to enter by the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able’” (Luke 13:22-24).

      

      

      The rich young ruler came to Jesus but refused the salvation that Jesus offered. He came to Jesus but would not embrace Jesus with both hands and all because his hands and heart were filled with money. He was asked to let the money go so that he might fully embrace the Lord Jesus and have eternal life. He preferred his wealth to eternal life. He preferred his wealth to Jesus. Jesus stood by and saw him walk away to eternal perdition! Although Jesus loved him there was nothing that Jesus could do for him. Jesus could not lower the standard, God’s standards of salvation. So, the young ruler went away and dashed all his hopes for eternal life on the altar of the god money. It was a sad event, but it happened.

      Everyone who presents conditions to would-be disciples that differ from those that Jesus presented to the people of His day, is deceiving the people and deceiving himself. Neither he nor they have encountered the Saviour Jesus. All who truly encounter Him and are truly His own, give Him their all and burn for Him. In return, He gives them His all and, as they receive Him and His all, they receive God’s life and that is eternal life.

      Reader, did you surrender all of yourself and all that you possess to Jesus when you came to Him for salvation? Have you continued to give Him your all? If the answer to these questions is “Yes,” blessed are you! If the answer is “No,” beware and do something about it. You may never have met Jesus the life-Changer! You may never have met Jesus the One who revolutionizes lives. You may not be saved. You may be deceived.

      Praise the Lord! Amen.
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