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 March 29
Quotations

 


 


“Typical
Hollywood crowd — all the kids are on drugs and all the adults are
on roller skates.”

Eric Idle, British
comedian, member of Monty Python, born March 29, 1943

 


“What the
world really needs is more love and less paper work.”

Pearl Bailey, singer and
actress, born March 29, 1918

 


“The only
thing that saves us from the bureaucracy is inefficiency. An
efficient bureaucracy is the greatest threat to
liberty.”

Eugene McCarthy, US
Senator and presidential candidate, born March 29, 1916

 


“You bring me
the man, I’ll find you the crime.”

Lavrentiy Beria
(Лавре́нтий
Бе́рия), chief of the Soviet secret police
under Stalin, born March 29, 1899

 


“A life of
kindness is the primary meaning of divine worship.”

Emanuel Swedenborg,
engineer and philosopher, founder of Swedenborgianism, died March
29, 1772
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of the Day

Discovery of the Terracotta
Army
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Excavation of part of the
Teracotta Army. A large arched hall was built over the original
site.

 


On March 29, 1974, three
farmers were digging a well east of the Chinese city of Xi’an when
they discovered ancient terracotta pottery shards not too far from
the Mausoleum of the First Qin Emperor. When a team of Chinese
archeologists came to investigate, what they found was far beyond
anyone’s imagining — an army consisting of over 8,000 life-sized
terracotta figures, along with 130 chariots pulled by 520 horses
and another 150 calvary horses, along with Chinese court officials
and entertainers.

This was part of the
amazing funeral complex for the first emperor of a unified China,
Qin Shi Huang (born 259 BCE,
died 210 BCE). Born Zhao Zheng
(although it is taboo to say
his given name), Wang (King) of the feudal
state of Qin, the future emperor conquered the various independent
states that made up modern China, ending the Warring States period
of Chinese history. He unified China around 221 BCE, and work on
his mausoleum began within a few years.

Records of the time are
prone to the exaggeration that was an all too common element of
early history. According to an account written by Sima Qian about a
hundred years after the Qin Emperor’s death, over 700,000 laborers
worked to build his necropolis (city of the dead)— unlikely,
because not even the largest cities in the world at that time had
as many as 700,000 residents. A more recent calculation suggests
that a mere 16,000 men could have built the foundations in only two
years, and the entire complex took forty years to build.

The Terracotta Army itself
was made on an assembly line basis. Heads, arms, legs, and torsos
were created in different workshops. Eight basic face molds created
the likenesses, after which clay was added to make each face truly
individual. As the pieces arrived, they were assembled and placed
in the pits in military formations. The weapons they held were made
of metal, and many have inscriptions that suggest they had been
used in actual battle. The figures were originally painted, but the
colors have either flaked off or faded with the passage of
time.

The figures are located in
four main pits: the first contains the main army; the second is
filled with cavalry and chariots; the third is a command post with
high-ranking officers. The fourth is empty, evidently left
unfinished. The pits were originally roofed over before the
accumulation of centuries buried the site altogether.

The Terracotta Army was
there to guard the Qin Emperor’s actual mausoleum, which has not
yet been excavated because of its antiquity and the care needed not
to damage the priceless artifacts. It’s buried under a 76-meter
(250-foot) mound disguised as a normal hill, with trees and
vegetation planted on top. In addition to the Terracotta Army
standing guard, the mausoleum is surrounded by a replica of the
Emperor’s capital city, Xianyang. The inner city is 2.5 km (about a
mile and a half) in circumference and the outer city stretches to
6.3 km (nearly four miles).

Because the tomb has not
been excavated, we must rely on current accounts for our knowledge.
Sima Quian wrote, “Palaces and scenic towers for a hundred
officials were constructed, and the tomb was filled with rare
artifacts and wonderful treasure. ... Mercury was used to simulate
... the Yangtze and Yellow River ... and set to flow mechanically.
Above were representations of the heavenly constellations, below,
the features of the land.” Modern technology has been able to
detect some of the features of the walled city and a massive palace
nearly a quarter of the size of Beijing’s Forbidden City. As far as
the mercury rivers are concerned, high levels of mercury have been
found in the area of the tomb mound.
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