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Methodology Used (aka “Are my methods unsound?”)
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My methodology was pretty straightforward: I got a list of all the #1 songs on the Billboard pop charts and I listened to each one. Some songs entered the #1 spot, fell out and then re-entered; for those songs, I only list the date of the song’s first entry at #1.

I scored each song, using a scale of 0-10, on the following four criteria: Riffage, Rhythm Playing, Fills and Solos. A score of zero indicates that the element didn’t exist (as far as I could tell). A score of 5 indicates an average effort, and a score of 10 indicates a supreme musical accomplishment. The ultimate guitar #1 song would score 10 in all four categories for a total of 40 points.
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