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DEDICATION

I Joyfully dedicate this book to my brothers, sisters and their children who are ministers of the gospel in different parts of the country. 

“Will the world leaders give us solutions to the climate change crisis?”

Bishop Peter N. Muya
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THIS INSPIRING BOOK is a wake-up call for all pastors in our churches in Africa. Bishop Peter has announced his plans to empower the ministers of the gospel to go out to minister hope to the hopeless and the needy in this hurting world. His passion has led him to write this important life- changing book to inspire ministers of the Gospel to do community work.  

I consider this to be the most encouraging message of reaching and ministering to the hurting. God gave the author a vision of reaching the unreached and giving hope to the hopeless in Africa. He is asking all ministers to come out of their comfort zones and go out to serve by meeting people’s needs. Let us do just like our master Jesus Christ who healed the sick and helped the sinners to repent their sins and be converted. 

Question when we look around our communities in Africa what do we see? There are so many refugees, homeless, hopeless, hungry and sick People. War, sickness and famine are the most common emerging issues in the community.

The continent of Africa is walking in total darkness unless we wake up, a rise and shine. millions of hopeless people will perish. Let’s be the light of Africa before it’s too late. The good news is that we are called by God to reach the unreached and give hope to the hopeless in Africa. Africa belongs to God.

Bishop Kim Kihuguru.
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ON THAT PARTICULAR morning, I work up as usual with my hangovers and occasional distressing bout of anxiety. I was born in the ghetto in the outskirts of the city of Nakuru and raised in the settlement farm by poverty Stricken Parents. 

As a farmer, I endured suffering from famine and drought. I hustled up for food, jobs and burnt charcoal in Kiambogo village to feed my siblings. But this time I could not control myself because the power of the love of God was very heavy in my soul. 

I read a book by Billy Graham titled, World Aflame, as I read through it, I cried to God with a loud voice, “Save Me Lord “God’s sacrificial love burst in to my troubled soul like a bomb. I confessed my sins and surrendered my miserable life to Jesus Christ. I was born again and transformed. Gods sacrificial love was manifested in my life. “God shows his love towards us, that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us” (Romans 5-8)

I was wallowing in sin and suffering without knowing that the full price had already been paid for my salvation. I started witnessing in the village and I became an evangelist. Nobody expected that I could succeed, but eventually, I became a pastor and a patron of a community based organization.

Knowing what it means to be hungry and malnourished, I volunteered to be a messenger of hope to millions of Kenyan families who were at a high risk of food insecurity and malnutrition. 

Never Lose Hope, is a true story of how people in this hurting world can be helped to overcome the fear of the unknown and navigate through life by trusting the creator of all things. Modern science technology and our increased knowledge have failed to give us hope for survival. 

I believe that this book is written to encourage you not to never lose hope. In my Christian life I have learnt to trust God in all situations, I have endured hardship, afflictions, and hard situations which have been bringing me to my knees, so to speak. God gave me a thrilling visitation of giving hope to the hopeless in this hurting world. 

When I remember what God has done in my life, I am encouraged to lead others to experience God’s sacrificial love. “It is of the Lords Mercy that we are not consumed, because his compassion fails not” (Lamentation 3-21-22). The steadfast love of God never ceases, his Mercies never come to an end, and they are new every morning, great is his faithfulness. 

Read this book and you will discover the secret of survival and experience Gods sacrificial love in your trouble life. With God everything is possible. “Never lose Hope” 

Read this book and your miserable life will be transformed. Through Gods redemptive love my life was changed, from a hustler to a Bishop. God is faithful.   
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[image: ]




A CHRISTMAS WITH A DIFFERENCE.

MY SOUL; WAS CRYING for freedom, but I did not know that Christmas means salvation from sins and all evils. I was living in sin, in pleasure, and in the desires of the body without knowing that the price for my salvation was paid in full. God paid the price, and Jesus was the reason for the season.

I was yearning for a Christmas with a difference. I wanted a Christmas with meaning; a Christmas that would last forever. A Christmas that is fulfilling, despite my circumstances. I wanted to cry to God and believe His wonderful promises. I wanted to be set free.

The word of God came to me, and I started to meditate upon the scripture, “A child is born for us and He is a wonderful counselor, mighty God, Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6).

On that particular morning, I woke up as usual with my hangovers and occasional distressing bouts of anxiety. But this time, I could not control myself because the power of the love of God was very heavy in my soul. I read a book by Billy Graham titled World Aflame. As I read through it, I cried to God with a loud voice, “Save me, Lord!” Suddenly, God’s power burst into my troubled soul like a bomb. 

I mourned bitterly for my soul in the presence of God as I confessed all of my sins and invited Jesus Christ into my heart. I was saved and forgiven. I was set free as I then felt the instant assurance of peace and joy in my soul. I found greater fulfillment in my new life. This was the fulfillment of the prophecy in my life that a child was born in my soul. Praise the Lord! To me, I learned then the real meaning of Christmas. Christmas means salvation.

It is regrettable to note that much attention during Christmas is paid to what they call the Christmas tree. The tree decorated with tinsel, ornaments, and colored lights, while the rugged tree of the cross where Jesus hung on Calvary is forgotten during the season. Many people work very hard to save a lot of money, which could be used during the season for good purposes. But instead, the money is used for drinking, having sex, and all kinds of pleasures in this evil-filled world. They overlook the real meaning of Christmas.

Jesus was born for only one purpose: saving sinners from their sins. But every year, the true significance of His birth is lost in the decorations, gift-giving, festivals, and parties that are associated with evil and sinful celebrations during this season. Remember that homosexuals and lesbians also celebrate and enjoy this season.

You must all keep in mind that the Son of Man was born in Bethlehem’s stable and grew up to become a sacrifice for our sins by hanging on a tree, a savage instrument of execution. As you and I remember our Savior’s birth during the season of Christmas, let’s be deeply conscious that it is vitally related to Golgotha, the place where Jesus Christ was crucified and shed His blood for the sins of the whole world.

Let us, therefore, not forget the tree of Calvary’s cross during the season of Christmas. The tree of Calvary should be an essential part of this season. In this joyous season of the year, we should recall that Jesus was born and died on the tree to provide eternal life to us all. Jesus is the reason for the season of Christmas.

Now, when I wake up in the morning to find that it’s Christmas Eve, I try to draw my attention to my savior, Jesus Christ, like John the Baptist. My mission is to direct sinners to the Messiah. I am a gospel messenger of hope. I make sure that all that I do is to drive the hopeless, the lost, the poor, the needy, the oppressed, and the less fortunate to the Redeemer.

I make sure the greeting cards I send to my loved ones, as well as the presents, are motivating people to know the love of God in Jesus Christ, the Messiah. Jesus is the greatest gift that God has given us. Remember. The gift was wrapped with swaddling clothes in a manger in Bethlehem.

I have found that during the season of Christmas in the rural area in Kiambogo village, Elementaita division, Gilgil sub county, Nakuru county. where I come from, you can hear Christians shouting with joyful celebration, “Merry Christmas!”

As they sing African chorales in the churches, you can also hear the beating of drums coupled with original compositions of praise and worship. In the villages everywhere, you can meet cheerful people at night during Christmas Eve announcing the triumphant birth of the King of Kings.

But yet, many rural folks do not know the real meaning of Christmas. Some of these folks fail to understand the reason for this noise of praising, worshipping, dancing, and shouts of “Merry Christmas!” Although they enjoy dancing, they don’t understand what it is all about. They can see Christians shouting to the top of their voices that it is Christmas. Many folks are troubled when they see the decorations with the usual religious services in the village during the season.

Many do not welcome the season because they are suffering from famine, floods, earthquakes, civil wars, clashes, and conflicts. Many people have social, physical, and economic crises in their lives, and so, they cannot understand the reason for these celebrations during the season.

Just imagine people spending millions of dollars on gifts, decorations, festivals, and parties while there are millions of hopeless people dying from a lack of food—desperate people without friends with whom to celebrate and dance with. This only deepens their feelings of sorrow and hopelessness. Many people have many different problems, and so, they cannot enjoy the season.

We are messengers of hope to give hope to the hopeless, so let’s do something to help the needy during this season. Instead of wasting much money with pleasures for only one season, let us give, and we shall receive the greatest reward in heaven. It is during this season in which we must show that Jesus is alive through practical love. This a chosen time of the year to show the world the true meaning of Christmas by giving to the needy and less fortunate.

It’s the time when we are to reach out in love by sharing our resources with the needy: orphans, widows, street children, the destitute, the hopeless, and the less fortunate in life. We can also help them by explaining the gospel and sharing the most magnificent gift with them: the one which God gave to us all. These kinds of acts can help the needy join us in celebrating the day when Jesus was born!

Remember that no matter how much energy you put in celebrating Christmas, you will still be disappointed in your life, and you could even be feeling empty in your soul if you haven’t received Jesus Christ in your soul. It is true that your traditional activities, although your friends and relatives could surround you, could all be pointless unless you accept Christ into your soul.

Without Jesus Christ in your soul during the season, you could be celebrating with a feeling that something is missing in your life. Everything could be looking wonderful, but after taking a closer look into your soul, you may realize that without Jesus, your celebration has no meaning.

Remember that it is during this season when the angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in the world with good news for all people, saying, “Do not be afraid, for behold I bring to you good tidings of great joy which shall be for all people” (Luke 2:10).

To us Christians, this is a wonderful season in our lives. We accept it because it is the time when great light and peace came into the whole world. That’s why we sing praises as we worship our beloved Savior. “In Him, we have redemption through His own blood and the forgiveness of sins, according to His riches of His grace” (Eph. 1:7).

Jesus is alive in our souls. That’s why we do have a wonderful time of anticipation and excitement as we enjoy His peace, joy, and salvation at all times. Our joy is not found only during this season, however; we have joy in our souls every day. These are the glad tidings of great joy to the redeemed. This is the time when even the hosts of heaven join us in joyful celebrations because our Savior is alive. We are called after Him. We are His own.

I know Jesus Christ, my Savior, personally, and so, I will never be moved by empty religious celebrations. Some people regard Christmas as the highest social event of the year in the whole world. During Christmas, we should be experiencing the greatest inner joy and lasting peace in our souls. I shall never take Christmas as the only celebration of fundamental religious significance in my life. Jesus is alive, and He lives in my soul all days of the year. After committing my life to Jesus, I joined the church, and later I joined the ministry. I am a full-time pastor in the Gospel Messengers Church in the city of Nakuru, Kenya.

The messages I preach are very clear: “Behold, a virgin gave birth to a son and they shall call His name ‘Emmanuel’ - (God with us). The word was fulfilled which says, ‘And you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins’” (Matt. 1:21, 23).

The question is, “Are you saved?” If not, why then do you not accept Jesus Christ as your personal savior in your soul now so you will see the difference? You will realize the real meaning of Christmas in your soul. Emmanuel (God with us).

God will be with you in all seasons, and your soul will never be spiritually bankrupt. To some, Christmas is the holiest day in their lives. But to all those who reject Christ, Christmas can be a stumbling block. Many still do not know the true meaning of Christmas.

Let us accept the offer that God has given us, Jesus Christ, and say, “Thank you, Lord!” I’m writing this article to help you realize the true meaning of Christmas because I know many people around the world do celebrate Christmas blindly without knowing the true meaning of it. It is very hard to get the lasting joy and peace that was brought during the Christmas season without receiving Jesus Christ in your soul. When Gods sacrificial love arrested me, I confessed my sins and surrendered my miserable life to Jesus. I was born again and transformed.

Remember that the angel called it, “Glad tidings of great Joy to all people.” That’s the true meaning of Christmas. Have you received this glad tiding of great joy in your soul? Don’t work for your own joy by decorating your own home. You could be celebrating by attending festivals, parties, or exchanges of gifts with your loved ones, but remember that after these man-made excitements, your joy will subside, and you will feel just as empty as before.
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