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The story of Alexis and Briana seemed decided long before either was born, as if some bored higher power had nothing better to do than tie two strangers together forever. And so it was. An inexplicable magnet pulled their lives toward each other.

They first saw each other on the opening day of school. It was unusually hot that morning at José de San Martín primary in a crowded neighbourhood. The children looked immaculate in their white smocks and colourful backpacks. Everything was new; excitement bloomed in every classroom. For the older kids it was a reunion after summer. For the first-graders it was a terrifying adventure.

Briana noticed little Alexis during break and was instantly smitten. He was so small and chubby she wanted to keep him forever. Alexis noticed Briana across the playground too and felt the arrow straight to the heart, but he was too shy to move. Since he didn’t, she did. She crossed the yard decisively—dodging football games played with bottle caps, ignoring the girls gossiping in the only shady corner—and sat on Alexis’s right.
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