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Scene 1: The Voice That Never Grew Up
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There was a moment—no one remembers exactly when it began—when the voice appeared.

Not loud.

Not dramatic.

Just familiar.

It sounded like reason at first. Like instinct. Like you.

Ethan was thirty-four when he first noticed it, though the voice had been with him far longer. It surfaced in small decisions: when he hesitated before answering a message, when he walked away from opportunities that felt too bright, too risky, too much. It spoke softly, always calmly, always convincingly.

Be careful.

Don’t embarrass yourself.

This won’t end well.

He thought this was adulthood—wisdom earned through experience. He believed caution was maturity, and distance was intelligence. After all, that’s what responsible people did. They avoided pain. They anticipated loss. They stayed ahead of disappointment.

But something didn’t add up.

Ethan had everything that should have made him confident: education, stability, a respectable job, people who trusted him. Yet every time life asked him to step forward—to love deeper, to speak honestly, to choose boldly—he felt an invisible hand pull him back.

And the voice would whisper, Remember what happened last time.

The strange thing was this: “last time” never belonged to the present.

It belonged to a much smaller version of him.

The child who learned early that silence was safer than truth.

The child who noticed how praise was unpredictable, but criticism was constant.

The child who understood—without being told—that love could be withdrawn.

That child never disappeared.

He simply learned to speak better.
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