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March 30 is the 89th day of
the year (90th in leap years). There are 276 days remaining until
the end of the year.
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“Wouldn't it
be terrible if you'd spent all your life doing everything you were
supposed to do, didn't drink, didn't smoke, didn't eat things, took
lots of exercise, all the things you didn't want to do, and
suddenly one day you were run over by a big red bus, and as the
wheels were crunching into you you'd say ‘Oh my god, I could have
got so drunk last night!’ That's the way you should live your life,
as if tomorrow you'll be run over by a big red bus.”

Queen Elizabeth, the Queen
Mother, died March 30, 2002

 


“I hope
you’re all Republicans.”

Ronald Reagan, US
President, to his doctors and nurses following the assassination
attempt on March 30, 1981

 


“A man should
always be drunk, Minnie, when he talks politics — it’s the only way
in which to make them important.”

Seán O’Casey, playwright,
born March 30, 1880

 


“The more I
think about it, the more I feel that there is nothing more truly
artistic than to love people.”

Vincent van Gogh, painter,
born March 30, 1853
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Vincent Van Gogh
Born
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Self-Portrait (1889),
Vincent Van Gogh

 


One of the most
influential and important painters of modern times, Vincent Willem
van Gogh (March 30, 1853 – July 29, 1880) spent his life in
obscurity and poverty. Although he created over 2,100 works of art
in an active career that lasted a mere decade, he sold only a
single painting in his lifetime.

Van Gogh was born in the
Netherlands province of North Brabant, and was sent away to
boarding school at the age of 11. He learned to draw there, but
dropped out after a year to return home. At the age of 16, he went
to work for an art dealer in The Hague, and was later transferred
to the London office. He was initially successful, but after a
transfer to Paris he became increasingly resentful of the way art
was treated, which led to his termination. He worked a series of
odd jobs, including school teacher, minister’s assistant, and
bookstore clerk, before deciding he wanted to become a pastor like
his father. This didn’t work out either. He failed his entrance
exam to the school of theology and failed a three-month course to
become a missionary. In spite of that, he took a post as a
missionary in Belgium, where he slept on straw to be more like
those to whom he was ministering. This upset the local church
authorities, who fired him yet again for “undermining the dignity
of the priesthood.”

Van Gogh returned home to
the increasing consternation and concern of his parents. By now his
mental illness had reached a state that led his father to look into
having his son committed to a lunatic asylum. Then his brother Theo
intervened, suggesting that Vincent pursue art more
seriously.

Vincent Van Gogh was in
his mid-twenties when he enrolled at the Académie Royale des
Beaux-Arts in Brussels. After a year studying anatomy, modeling,
and perspective, he moved back with his parents and continued
drawing. He proposed to his widowed cousin, seven years his senior,
but she refused emphatically: “Nooit, neen, nimmer!” (“No, nay,
never!”). Moving again to The Hague, he studied painting with a
cousin-in-law, the Dutch realist painter Anton Mauve and began a
relationship with an alcoholic prostitute named Sien, who had a boy
who may or may not have been Van Gogh’s. (Yielding to parental
pressure, he broke off the relationship and refused to acknowledge
the child; Sien drowned herself some years later.

Van Gogh’s first major
work, The Potato Eaters, was painted in 1885, and for the first time elements of the
art world began to take a small interest in him. His work was first
exhibited in the window of a paint dealer in The Hague. Over the
next two years, he would complete nearly 200 paintings,
characterized by dark brown earth tones rather than the vibrant
colors that would distinguish his greatest work. Living in a small
room in Antwerp, he ate poorly and began to drink absinthe, all the
while continuing to paint even with worsening health. In 1886, he
moved to Paris to live with his brother Theo, now an art dealer,
who found the living arrangement “almost unbearable” and terminated
the arrangement the following year.
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The Potato Eaters
(1885), Vincent Van Gogh

 


Exposed to the
Impressionists in Paris, Van Gogh’s paintings began to use brighter
colors and bolder paint strokes, becoming more representative of
the artist he would become. Well known works of this period
include Portrait of Père
Tanguy and
Bridges Across the Seine at
Asnieres. He began to meet
other artists, including Paul Gauguin, Toulouse-Lautrec, and
Georges Seurat. However, life in the city began to wear on him, and
in 1888 he moved again, this time to Arles, in the south of
France.
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