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            A CASE OF BLINDNESS

          

        

      

    

    
      Shannon always believed that books had the power to bridge seemingly impossible divides. That's what her mother, a literature professor, instilled in her. She said a good story could open anyone's mind. Shannon never realized how true that was until she met Grandpa Walker.

      It began with an English project her class had been assigned in school. Shanon was partnered with Tony, and though Tony wasn't an avid reader, Shannon was looking forward to the project. If there was anything she liked more than reading, it was helping other people learn, and Tony seemed to be one who needed it. It wasn’t that he couldn’t learn; he simply wasn’t interested.

      The day they got the assignment, they met after school to discuss how to proceed. “We can’t go to my house,” Shannon said. “My mom wouldn’t approve of us being there without supervision. We could go to the library, though.”

      Tony shrugged. “I guess, but we could also work at my house, but you’re gonna have to ignore my grandfather. He’s prejudiced as hell – against everybody.”

      Shannon thought nothing of it. “No problem. I’ve seen lots of prejudiced people.”

      But the night before they were to start working together, Shannon got a glimpse of what she'd be facing.

      She stopped by Tony's house to drop off some reference materials, and when Tony opened the door, she witnessed an interaction that made her both concerned and more determined than ever.

      Tony invited her in, but tiptoed across the foyer toward the kitchen. He peeked around the corner before quietly crossing the room, but he wasn’t quiet enough — the floor creaked, causing his grandfather to turn his head sharply.

      "About time you got home. Anybody with you?" he asked, his tone suspicious.

      Tony looked surprised. He glanced behind him, facing Shannon, then held his fingers to his lips and turned back to his grandfather. "Nobody."

      Grandpa sniffed the air. "You smell like garlic. You been hanging out with those damn Italians again?"

      Tony sighed and dropped his backpack on a chair. "Marco's mom invited me for dinner. She even sent some lasagna home for you."
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