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Everyone thought it was just the flu...but everyone was wrong.

With the help of two sexy men and a stray black cat, saber-yielding Jenna McKenna fights flesh-eating walkers during a desperate search for family members she hopes are still alive in the newly formed zombie apocalypse.

Good friends Tucker Brant and Ash Fleming have lost all their loved ones to the zombie-virus. The two men have tried to harden their emotions toward the saber-carrying woman who is intent on finding her family, but her strength and courage nurture a sizzling attraction the two men can’t ignore. If they can live through the trek to the border and beyond, there just might be a future with Jenna. 

Until then, they’ll enjoy her company as she warms their beds...
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“Oh, come now, don’t worry about the girls. It’s just the flu. It’s going around,” Rick grumbled as he watched Jenna tuck his four-year-old twin daughters beneath the blankets of the Queen-sized bed the two girls shared. Irritation snapped through Jenna at his cavalier attitude.

Sometimes he just took things way too easily. That trait was one she really didn’t like about him, especially now during what she perceived to be a possible health emergency for the girls. 

His daughters looked awful. They were pale as ghosts and their foreheads very hot and sweaty. Their long blonde hair, normally shiny and bouncy, was stringy and oily and they’d only come down with the flu a couple of hours ago and mere minutes apart. 

Boy, the medical warnings on tv weren’t kidding when they said this flu was hitting hard and fast, despite the flu season being declared over last month. Now it was May and another strain of flu had hit with a vengeance.

"Seriously, we should take them to the emergency, Rick,” Jenna said. 

But the two girls shook their heads.

“We don’t wanna go to the hospital,” Addison complained.

“We don’t like doctors. They killed mommy,” Madison said.

Oh great, what kind of crap was Rick feeding these kids? The girls’ mother had died from ovarian cancer less than a year ago. The cancer had been detected too late for anything to be done, but Rick continued to blame the family doctor for ignoring his wife’s concerns that she’d felt something was very wrong.

“Daddy, we want to stay here, in bed. We’ll get better soon,” Addison said and then she began to sob.

“Better really soon, daddy. You’ll see,” Madison added and then she too began to cry.

“Hey, see what you did, Jenna? You’ve upset them,” Rick snapped with an anger she’d been seeing quite a bit lately. He yanked his blanket closer around his shoulders and frowned. He’d come down with the flu early this morning. He’d been complaining of a severe headache, chills, and nausea.

Thankfully the company she worked for as a software engineer had emailed yesterday stating they were closing down until further notice to the flu pandemic, so she’d be able to stay home to look after him and the girls.

“You kids stay right here in bed and rest. The MacMillan’s are tough. We don’t need any doctors. We can beat this flu. Right girls? We’re not wimps, like Jenna,” Rick said and then he stifled a cough.

Oh great. Make me out to be the bad guy.

Twin blonde heads nodded at him and then when the girls turned to look at Jenna, they scowled at her. Their frowns shot a volley of icy chills through her. Gosh, they suddenly looked evil. She resisted the impulse to pack her bags and leave the apartment right then and there.

Man, what was wrong with her? They were just two innocent kids. Why would she unexpectedly be so afraid of them? She must be tired. It had been a long day and it was time for all of them to get some sleep.

She clapped her hands together and feigned excitement.

“Okay, how about I sing to you until you fall asleep,” Jenna said. She pulled up a chair beside their bed and sat down. The girls liked it when she sang, even if Rick didn’t.

“I’m going back to bed and try to sleep this crappy shit off. See you all in the morning,” Rick grumbled and thankfully he left the room without another word.

“Daddy’s mad at you, Jenna,” Addison said with a pout.

“He’s always mad at you, lately,” Madison added with a shake of her head.

“That’s okay. He hasn’t been feeling well. Once the flu is gone, everyone will be in a better mood,” Jenna assured. 

Madison was right. Rick was pissed off at her more than he was nice. Maybe it had been too soon for her to give up her place in order to move into this apartment with them. But she'd thought there had been something worth exploring between them and she had hit it off very quickly with the twins. The first couple of months had been great, but yeah lately, something was off.

Maybe he’d found another woman or figured out they just weren’t that compatible. Maybe she’d leave him before he dropped the breakup bomb on her. But she’d grown so fond of the girls that she wasn’t sure she could make a disconnect. A swell of emotion clutched at her throat and she quickly swallowed it down. Now was not the time to abandon everyone. She’d see them through this sickness and hope she didn’t come down with it too. 

Jenna frowned as she watched the girls shiver beneath their blankets. Their teeth chattered together like little bones hitting each other. She didn’t like their red-rimmed glassy-eyed looks. Didn’t like that she was giving in to them so easily too, but Rick was their parent and she couldn’t go against his wishes. Besides, she’d seen on last night’s news that the emergency departments were overwhelmed. It might be best to keep the girls here and have them rest. Thankfully they weren’t puking or anything like that. At least not yet.

Jenna began to sing their favorite song, and before long their eyelids drooped. That would be the fever-reducing meds kicking in. She'd given them some half an hour ago when they'd complained of body aches and of being cold.

Finally, the girls fell asleep and Jenna sighed in relief. She truly sucked at medical emergencies and panicked when anyone got sick. Maybe she had overreacted? Maybe Rick was right, and the girls just needed rest and they would beat this late spring flu.

Quietly she left their bedroom, leaving the door open in case one of them cried out. Down the hall, she peeked in on Rick. He was fast asleep, lying on his back, with an arm draped over his forehead. She grimaced at his white complexion. Gosh, he looked like death warmed over. She’d stay on the couch tonight. 

Jenna didn’t know how long she’d slept, but a strange brush-brush noise snapped her from her deep sleep. Her heart hammered against her chest and she struggled to open her eyes and orient herself as to her whereabouts. Slowly she remembered she’d fallen asleep on the couch and that Rick and the kids had come down with the flu.

Thankfully she still didn’t feel sick and when she sat upright she tried to figure out what kind of strange sound drifted through the dark apartment. It seemed cool in here too and it smelled gross. She gazed out the nearby apartment window and noticed the nighttime security lights in the office building directly across the street were dark. 

A freaking power failure? Seriously? 

Shit. A power failure was not what they needed right now with everyone sick. Jenna muttered a soft curse, pushed away the blankets, slipped on her robe, and walked over to the window to get a better look. Uneasiness whipped through her when she spied darkness everywhere. Towering buildings were black and there were hardly any cars on the road below.
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