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​Chapter 1: Early Life and Intellectual Foundations 
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​Aristotle was born in 384 BCE in the city of Stagira, located in northern Greece. His father, Nicomachus, served as the personal physician to King Amyntas of Macedon, a position that exposed Aristotle to the world of empirical observation and natural science from an early age. This background would later influence his philosophical method, which emphasized observation and classification over abstract theorizing.

At the age of seventeen, Aristotle moved to Athens to study at Plato’s Academy, where he remained for nearly two decades. Although deeply influenced by Plato’s teachings, Aristotle began to diverge from his mentor’s idealism. He rejected Plato’s theory of Forms, arguing instead that reality is found in the physical world and can be understood through experience and reason. This marked the beginning of Aristotle’s commitment to empirical inquiry—a trait that would define his approach to ethics, politics, and science.

After Plato’s death, Aristotle left Athens and spent time in Asia Minor and the island of Lesbos, conducting biological research. In 343 BCE, he was invited by King Philip II of Macedon to tutor his son, Alexander—later known as Alexander the Great. This experience gave Aristotle firsthand exposure to governance and the practical challenges of ruling, further shaping his political thought.

Aristotle eventually returned to Athens and founded his own school, the Lyceum. Unlike Plato’s Academy, the Lyceum emphasized empirical research and systematic classification. Aristotle and his students collected data on a wide range of subjects, including biology, ethics, and politics. His method of inquiry laid the foundation for the scientific method and influenced countless generations of thinkers.

Aristotle’s early life was marked by a unique blend of philosophical training, scientific curiosity, and political engagement. These experiences equipped him to become one of history’s most influential philosophers, whose ideas continue to shape modern thought.
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​Chapter 2: Aristotle – Father of Political Science
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Aristotle is widely regarded as the father of political science, not merely for his philosophical insights but for his pioneering approach to studying politics as a systematic and empirical discipline. Unlike Plato, who envisioned an ideal state governed by philosopher-kings, Aristotle grounded his political theory in the observation of real-world constitutions and political practices.

One of Aristotle’s most significant contributions was his comparative study of 158 different city-state constitutions, compiled by his students at the Lyceum. This empirical investigation allowed him to classify governments based on their structure, purpose, and stability. He distinguished between “correct” forms of government—monarchy, aristocracy, and polity—and their “deviant” counterparts—tyranny, oligarchy, and democracy. His classification was not merely theoretical; it was based on actual political systems and their outcomes.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





