

  

    

      

    

  




   




   




   




  Demonic Dolls




  True Tales of Terrible Toys




John Harker


 


 


 


 


 














  Demonic Dolls: True Tales of Terrible Toys




  Copyright © 2015 John Harker




   




  All rights reserved. No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written permission from the author, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews.




 

   


   


  Photo Credits:


   


   Cover Image: © frenta/CanStockPhoto.com


  “Greek Doll-Getty Villa Collection” by Dave and Margie Hill, CC-BY- SA-2.0


  “Articulated Roman Ivory Doll” by Ryan Baumann, CC-BY-2.0


  “Bocio” courtesy of Brooklyn Museum, CC-BY-SA-3.0


  “Statuette Wutuji Bocio” by Claude Truong-Ngoc, CC-BY-SA-3.0


  “Robert the Doll” by Cayobo, CC-BY-2.0


  “Annabelle” by CreepyPastaWiki, CC-BY- SA-2.0


  “Mandy” courtesy of the Quesnel Museum, British Columbia


  “Claire” courtesy of Jill Phillips-Lingen


  “Peggy” courtesy of Jayne Harris


  "Hanging Dolls" courtesy of Isla de las Munecas


  “I See Dead Dolls” by Esparta Palma, CC-BY-2.0


  “Ceramic Clown” by Garry Knight, CC-BY-2.0




 


  Acknowledgements




  I wish to thank the following people for their contributions to my inspiration and knowledge and other help in creating this book: John Ryther, David Sloan, Jayne Harris, Jill Phillips-Lingen, Tim Weisberg, John Zaffis, Fr. Gary Thomas, Fr. Mike Driscoll, the Quesnel Museum of British Columbia, and, of course, Robert.




   




   




   




  Some names, locations, and similar identifying details have been changed to protect the identities of the individuals who were either witnesses to or victims of these phenomena.




 


  Table of Contents




  Introduction




  Chapter 1 - Robert




  Chapter 2 - Annabelle




  Chapter 3 - Mandy




  Chapter 4 - Letta




  Chapter 5 - Claire




  Chapter 6 - Peggy




  Chapter 7 - Harold




  Chapter 8 - Lingering Spirits




  Chapter 9 - Island of the Dolls




  Chapter 10 - Send in the Clowns (Or Maybe Not)




  Chapter 11 - Buyer Beware: The Haunted Doll Trade




  Final Thoughts




  Selected Bibliography




  About the Author




     

 



Introduction




  Who among us hasn’t had an encounter with a creepy doll? Perhaps there was one in your own collection as a child that just didn’t “fit in.” It always seemed to be watching you. It made you feel weird. It was the one you avoided playing with. Maybe your sister had a Baby Alive doll that was just a little bit too alive for your comfort zone. Or maybe you remember your brother’s G.I. Joe smiling at you once, and everyone knows G.I. Joe never smiles.




  Even as adults, many of us continue to have this irrational anxiety around playthings that other people deem cute and cuddly. Oh, c’mon, your friends will say. It’s just a doll! You smile and nod, silently thinking, yeah, but . . . Have we seen too many Chucky movies? Or is there an element of truth behind our primitive fears?




  Actually, there are many reasons to believe that our primitive ancestors did contribute to our darker perceptions of dolls. After all, dolls have been around since ancient times when belief in magic, monsters, and all things supernatural and preternatural was the norm. Roman girls, after they were too “grown up” to play with toys, dedicated their wooden dolls to goddesses. Sometimes these dolls were then used in magical rituals connected to that particular goddess. In ancient Egypt, priests and magicians used poppets (small effigies of human beings) in ceremonies intended to rid the body of evil or to place curses on those who defied the will of the gods. Early Germanic and Scandinavian tribes were known to use poppets in their various ceremonies. The tradition continued through the ages and was an essential part of European paganism and witchcraft. Records from the Salem witch trials, which cite the use of poppets, show the eventual transference of these practices to the New World.
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  (L) Greek doll, 400-500 BC    (R) Roman doll, 200-300 CE




  Of course, when many people think of evil dolls, they think of voodoo dolls. The modern voodoo doll is actually a New World creation, resulting from the mix of West African voodoo (vodun) practices brought over by slaves and European traditions involving poppets. African voodoo used effigies called bocio that were designed to be mediators to the spirit world. The belief was that through the bocio, contact could be made with ancestors and deities in order to obtain help, protection, and other needs. The doll itself was not the source of power, merely the vessel through which communication and change took place. Eventually the two traditions, African and European, merged into what is now recognized as the voodoo commonly practiced in places such as Louisiana and Haiti. From that mix came varying types of poppet-style dolls used in rituals to affect both good and bad results.






  [image: img3.jpg]




  Examples of bocio










  While many practitioners of voodoo and other mystical arts utilize dolls in their rituals for positive reasons, like bringing about love, health, and prosperity, there are ill-intentioned individuals who use them for malevolent purposes. Father Gabriele Amorth, Rome’s former chief exorcist, explains that objects such as dolls, clothes, photographs, and other personal possessions of an intended target can be “hexed,” thereby indirectly imposing a spell on the person the object belongs to. And yes, in some cases, pins are thrust into dolls to cause the victim to experience headaches, stomachaches, and other maladies. The good news is that not just anyone can curse a doll or other object. It takes considerable skill and commitment. “Many sorcerers are inexperienced or unable to follow through; others are simply swindlers,” says Fr. Amorth.




  If we take Fr. Amorth at his word and accept that there is a dearth of competent hexers out there, you wouldn’t think that reports of weird or frightening doll behavior would be all that common. Yet the reports are numerous and are keeping paranormal investigators, clergy members, psychics, mediums, and other such specialists busier than ever. They can’t all be cursed, so what else accounts for these hauntings?




  The overwhelming consensus among paranormal professionals is that these dolls are affected by spirit energy. The energy could be residual, that is, generated and impressed upon an object from a previous owner. Or it could be a human spirit that has attached itself to the doll, either because the doll belonged to it in life, or simply because it’s attracted to it for its physical appearance, just like we are drawn to some things and not others. It could also be an inhuman spirit that has taken up residence in the doll either on its own or because it has been “bound” to it via ritual magic.




  Paranormal investigator and author Jayne Harris draws this comparison between haunted houses and haunted objects: “Put in simple terms, if a building can hold residual or intelligent spiritual energy, then it makes sense for other objects to do the same.”




  If we accept the possibility of haunted houses, or ghosts/spirits in general, it certainly makes sense that they–spirits–could take up residence in a Chatty Cathy or Ballerina Barbie. Father Gary Thomas, the exorcist portrayed in the movie The Rite, says: “If a doll or other object had some emotional attachment to a deceased person, I cannot see why it is not possible for a human spirit to attach itself to the object.”




  And what about an inhuman spirit? Is it possible for demons, imps, Djinns, and the like to possess a doll or other object? Fr. Thomas says yes, especially in certain circumstances: “A spirit or a demon can possess an object including a doll. If the doll was used for some kind of rite or ritual that was for occult purposes or Satanic purposes, the object could become possessed.”




  Father Mike Driscoll, author of the book Demons, Deliverance, Discernment, takes a more technical stance on the words used to describe demonic activities: “Only people become possessed. When a demon is attached to or controlling a particular place, an object, or even animals, it is called infestation.”




  Attachment, possession, infestation—no matter what it's called, it still begs the question, why are dolls such a popular vessel of inhabitation for spirits as opposed to, say, an old bathrobe? Well, first of all, robes can become spirit attached. Just ask John Zaffis, demonologist and owner/operator of the Paranormal Museum in Stratford, Connecticut. While it’s not a bathrobe per se, a century-old ritual robe hangs in Zaffis’ museum along with other articles of clothing such as a wedding dress, a cadet’s uniform, a pair of boots, and several hats. These were all things Zaffis removed from people’s homes because they were the source of a paranormal disturbance. But by far, the largest number of objects Zaffis has accumulated over the years are dolls. Which brings us back to the question: Why dolls?




  Zaffis believes it’s because dolls are like miniature people, and as such they are more relatable and attractive to us, especially children, who animate them with energy when they play with them, talk to them, and use their imagination to give them personalities. That energy can “stick” to the doll well after the child is grown. It may remain dormant for years and then become “re-energized” when placed in the right setting.




  Not all spirit energy is this residual type, however. There are other, intelligent, spirits that purposely attach themselves to dolls and other objects simply because they are attracted to them. Charles Gotski, paranormal investigator and contributing writer to Paranormal Underground Magazine, puts himself in a spirit’s shoes when he writes: “. . . if I were deceased, I might want to be attached to something that kind of resembled what I remember my human form to look like, at least to some extent.” His take on why dolls are such popular targets for spirit attachment is simple: “A doll represents a way to stay connected to a world that the spirit was once a part of.”




  As quaint as it might sound for a spirit to want to hang around for nostalgic reasons, it’s really not in the best interest of those of us still living. Depending on the nature of the spirit—be it benign, mean, mischievous, or outright evil—the activity it causes can be extremely upsetting to humans. Spirit energy feeds off of our human emotions, so the more fear a person exhibits and feels when, say, a doll blinks at them, the stronger that spirit will become and the more it will escalate its activities. Maybe next time the doll will move across the room.




  So what should you do if you suspect you’ve got a haunted doll on your hands? First, don’t panic. No matter how many times you’ve seen that ‘70s made-for-TV-movie featuring Karen Black being chased around her apartment by a knife-wielding Zuni fetish doll, that’s not likely to happen to you. You may have a problem with a pesky spirit, or even a worst-case scenario of a demon-infested doll, but help is always available. Contact your spiritual advisor. Reach out to a reputable paranormal investigator. Remain positive. For religious people, this means pray and ask for protection and help. Don’t attempt your own “exorcism,” as this could just make things worse, sort of like swatting at wasps and making them angrier. Seek the help of a professional if you think you need this sort of action. You can also try disposing of the doll. Burying it or weighing it down and tossing it in deep or running water can often remedy the situation.




  Hopefully, you’ve chosen this book not because you’re dealing with your own haunted doll situation, but because you are interested in reading about other people’s haunted dolls. To that end, I enjoin you to continue on—with an open mind and an inquisitive nature—as I begin by introducing you to perhaps the most famous haunted doll in the world . . . Robert.




     



Chapter 1




  Robert




  “I was skeptical the first time I met Robert, but he wasted no time making me a believer.”




  – David Sloan, author and paranormal investigator




  In the late 1890s, Dr. Thomas Otto, a prominent physician and businessman in Key West, Florida, commissioned the building of a large, upscale house to accommodate his growing family. Decades later, this Victorian-era residence at 534 Eaton Street would become known as the Artist’s House, a reflection of the eventual livelihood and passion of the youngest Otto, Robert Eugene, or Gene, as he was normally called.




  Family journals indicate that Gene was painting before he could even talk. The family owned two drug stores on the island, which sold a variety of art supplies in addition to other wares, and which was probably the source of young Gene’s early encounters with paints and brushes. As much as art enthralled Gene, there was another presence in his life that captivated him even more, and one which would go on to become a legend in its own right. Its name was Robert.




  Robert was Gene’s doll. It stood about three feet tall and was usually seen dressed in a sailor’s uniform. It was stuffed with fine wood shavings, covered with felt, and featured shoe buttons for eyes. The common legend surrounding Robert’s origins goes something like this:




  Gene had a Bahamian nursemaid whom the Ottos dismissed when they discovered her practicing black magic. Before she left, though, she gave young Gene a life-sized boy doll for his fourth birthday that she had crafted just for him. Some stories claim the servant was utterly devoted to Gene and made it for him out of love. Others paint a darker picture and claim the woman made the doll and then cursed it with voodoo in an act of revenge against the Ottos.




  Author David Sloan, in his book Robert the Doll, dismisses both versions of the legend and offers a fascinating and thoroughly-researched alternative. Through contact with representatives of the Steiff toy company (the manufacturer of the original teddy bear in 1902), Sloan determined that Robert was actually a Steiff creation, most likely manufactured around 1904 in Germany. Originally designed as a clown doll and dressed in a pink and green Harlequin clown costume, Sloan believes the doll came to Key West when Minnie Otto, Gene’s mother, returned from a trip to Germany in 1904 via the steamship Graf Waldersee. As Gene’s fourth birthday was just a few months away, it would have made the perfect present.
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