
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


In her third year at Wizard School, Leesha Fourthchild cast a spell. Its reverberation went something like this. ...
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Hocus Pocus!
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Some spells are easy to cast. Others are much harder. 

One of my favorite spells is 

Hocus Pocus!

Make us a jokus!

This spell doesn’t really have any power. But the person whom the spell is directed at usually feels compelled to tell a joke anyway. It’s quite good fun and can liven things up when they are get boring, like when you are sitting at the dinner table with your Parents and nobody knows what to say. 

Hocus Pocus in and of itself is not magical. It just lets others know that you are casting a spell. It’s the polite thing to do. It can also be a way of getting someone’s attention. 

There are many ways to let others know that you are casting a spell. Number one is to brandish your Wand. Ariel Lightwand the Left-Handed, the Teacher of How to be a Wizard in a Kajillion Steps, does this in a way which is sure to catch your eye. 

Some of the students still pick up their Wands rather limply. Ariel has let them get by with that for the last two years. I don’t think that she’ll be so lenient this year.

Number two is to say an introductory phrase such as Hocus Pocus, Alakazam, Behold, or Let it be. Shmedley Thrumbledack is a Spring and has adopted Boing Boing as his introductory magic phrase.

Number three is to show that you are magical. Sidney Rather Nottingham does this by directing his hair to stand on end. 

I myself like to let my introductory magic phrase reverberate three or four times.

For simple spells, you can use any of these methods. However, the Teachers and the Principal at Wizard School don’t have to use any of those methods. There is something in the way they suddenly hold themselves or in how they look at you, which lets you know that they are about to cast a spell.

For difficult spells, you need to use all three ways of introducing a spell. The Teachers and the Principal only need to use one of these because they are much more powerful Wizards than us students. 

When the Springbok Ariel, the alternate Ariel from the City Below pointed her Wand at us, I knew that she was intending to cast a difficult spell at us. I couldn’t let her harm the Tensome. That’s when I lost my cool and turned into a Velociraptor. 

Luckily, Shmedley used my necklace and the gleam in his eyes to turn me back into myself right before we ascended from the City Below into the revolving door. Then we all hurried back to Wizard School.

I’m not sure how Shmedley will be able to cast spells this year. He still doesn’t have a Wand. 

During his first year at Wizard School, Ariel and the other Teachers let him get by with not being affected by spells. He was able to get by with the help of the invisible fireman’s glove which he found in Lost and Found. That glove simply quashed any spells which were cast at him.

Shmedley could also set up a shield around himself simply by pouting. That shield could quash not only spells, but bullies also.

And the Teachers took it a little easy on him because he didn’t have a Wand.

During Shmedley’s second year, he used his ability as a Spring to redirect spells. He would redirect those spells just by letting them bounce off of him, even when he wasn’t pouting or wearing his fireman’s glove.

A Spring is the opposite of an Offspring. An Offspring has Parents. A Spring does not. This is different from being an Orphan. 

A Spring is a coil which bounces. 

The Spring is a certain time of year. It opens the door to Summer, to better things.

And, a Spring is a flow of water into a pool. 

All of these statements were true of Shmedley.

Yet, I’m still not sure how he will be able to cast spells this year. The Teachers let him get by with bouncing spells off of himself last year. This year, I am certain that they will require him to use some other method.

Poor Shmedley.
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Alakazam!
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Most spells are quite short to say. However, they can get quite complicated even when they are short. 

Some of the most complicated of spells ever, were cast by Wizen Veronica Miss Adams the Teacher of Casting, Spelling, Grammaring, and other Wizard Poems. Veronica also holds the record for casting the longest spell ever. 

Spells can have other complications other than just being long or using complicated words or complicated groupings of words. For instance, a spell I cast this year didn’t start at a specific time. 

I mean, I remember when I cast certain spells, at least ones that are worth remembering. And I remember this spell quite well. But it’s not clear when I cast it. 

I’m certain that I cast it this year. I’m also certain that I remember the date and time when I cast it. 

But when I remember that spell, it seems like it was cast earlier. I remember a time last year, when I seem to have cast it for the first time. And the year before that. 

In fact, casting that spell is one of my earliest memories. 

I also remember casting this spell when my grandmother was my age. And I’m sure my memory of casting this spell goes back even further than that. 

But while I remember casting that spell several times, I am certain that I only cast it once.

One evening, long before Ten minutes until Hotel doors lock, I was strolling the grounds all alone. Normally I was with my boyfriend Shmedley Thrumbledack. This evening, Shmedley and Espilon Sigma Omicron (Epsi for short) were off somewhere talking about Wizard Math and Formulaica, which are completely boring subjects. 

I do OK in those subjects, especially when one or both of those two Tutor me. But I really don’t want to talk about those subjects outside of class (or tutoring). 

Shmedley and Epsi would talk about one or both of those subjects every so often. When they did, I usually hung out with Gloria Songmeister Gloria who is Epsi’s girlfriend (even if they haven’t announced it yet). 

Sometimes Gloria’s braids formed a copter and this enabled her to fly. This evening she was practicing a new mode of flight. So I wasn’t hanging out with her.

Jenie Maloy, Sidney Rather Nottingham, and Buster Tensyllables were probably hanging around together as they usually did. I hadn’t seen them since supper. 

Billy James Gregshaw William Yllib the Vth was no doubt hanging out with the Ascalon Dragons. Billy can talk with anyone. He can even talk to dragons. But he didn’t talk to me when I was a Velociraptor. This year, we would have to ride Ascalon Dragons. 
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