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Statements were made, designating gentlemen of pen and paper to document the narratives shared by humanity throughout their era. The accounts presented here represent a modest fragment of paper that, within the ears, mind, and voice of the author, constitutes an essay rooted in the lived experiences of the individual recounting this narrative. 

They represent a lived experience for individuals who, confident in their own narrative, perceived it as the means to engage with that experience. 

I was born near Lake Atitlán, a place rich with nearly mythological legends that have been transmitted orally through generations. One such tale recounts the significance of an animal featured in the Cholq'iij calendar, the Mayan system of cyclical time. 

This is composed from my desire to articulate what I have observed, experienced, and contemplated beyond the mere representation of the animal figure of Qumatz, the serpent in the Tz’utujil Mayan language. I have reconstructed it here with the profound intention of developing my philosophical critique on the concepts of life, death, and love. 

I have recounted here, in the author's own language, a narrative distinct from conventional literary writing—something intricate. However, I will endeavor to convey my message clearly, noting that the arrangement of words reflects a unique style of expression. 

I express my gratitude to my family, friends, and loved ones; matiox matiox matiox. 

––––––––
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THE RATIONALE FOR EXISTENCE 

Each individual is born into a unique organic state of internal mental composition, yet is subsequently shaped by cultural, ideological, and circumstantial distortions, including the prevailing modes of thought. 

In the methodology of this essay, the ontological perspective is articulated, indicating that, at least within this discourse, it unfolds in a world already entrenched in dominant and hegemonic ideologies. Even if these ideas are not overtly dominant, I contend that they are, in some capacity, integral to this framework. If I may refer to them as such, there exist concepts that reflect the malevolent nature of humanity, as articulated by Arthur Schopenhauer, Niccolò Machiavelli, and Sigmund Freud regarding the inherently destructive tendencies of human beings. Even in the absence of intent to inflict harm, the resulting damage is often irreparable, emerging as a byproduct of the human mind's executive functions, which seek to safeguard itself from its own notions. 

This book, titled "Emerald Serpent," explores themes rooted in the symbolism of Mayan culture, to which I am culturally and socio-politically connected. It will not only address experiences related to this culture but will also extend beyond the mythological figure of the serpent in ancient texts. The serpent embodies my philosophy; it symbolizes the loyal companion of the mountains, an animal often subjected to human treatment, stigmatized and represented in art. 

Tracing back to the ancient Mayan culture of the Classic period, various political and power narratives have been documented regarding early societies, influenced by regional and temporal contexts. Among these is a "book of beasts," which I recount here, highlighting some creatures referenced in ancient texts, particularly those of the Mayan civilization: the snake, jaguar, falcon, mouse, dog, deer, opossum, macaw, bee, armadillo, peccary, iguana, crocodile, turkey, hummingbird, ant, turtle, toad, frog, shark, crow, heron, coyote, owl, rabbit, and monkey are animals intrinsically featured in Classic Mayan literature, as named in the Popol Wuj, Chilam Balam, Nahuales, Calendar Glyphs, and Syllabic Glyphs. 
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